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TODAY'S NEWS 


Rapist forces 
legal change 

A rapist whose actions led to Gov- 
ernment promises to change the 
law after he humiliated his victims 
in court was told he would have to 
serve 21 years in /ail for a series of 
attacks. Milton Brown, 44, caused 
outrage last year when he forced a 
widow and a graduate he had at- 
tacked at knifepoint to relive their 
torment in the witness box in irrci- 
Tnace detail Page 3 

Pig run ends 

The great Malmesbury pig hunt fi- 
nally ended yesterday when the re- 
maining Ginger Tamworth escapee 
was captured by police and RSPCA 
inspectors. Page 17 

Head for sums 

Schoolchildren under the age of 
seven or eight should be expected 
to do most mathematical calcula- 
tions in their heads, rather than us- 
mg pencil and paper, according a 
report from the Government’s Nu- 
meracy Task Force, to be published 
next week. Page 3 
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The fight for green Britain 


FLIGHT 

OFFER 





United in opposition: Everyone from a mayor to local activists support direct action to stop 113 homes being built on this site next to the East Sussex town of 


Peacehaven.Pictured left to right are: Roy Goodall, Mayor of Tei scorn be; ‘Dorn’ and ‘Lizzy’, local environmental campaigners; Mark Mansbridge, a community 
worker; John Livings, chair of Feacehaven Residents’ Association; and Alan Byng, deputy mayor of Peacehaven Photograph: David Rose 
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E co- warriors and roads 
protesters are joining the 
fight against housebuilding in 
the countryside, threatening 
occupations and tunnels on 
building sites. Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott’s 
decision not to stop massive 
housing development in 
Hertfordshire’s green belt 
has not helped, says 
Environment Correspondent 
Nrchofas Schoon. 


Direct-action protesters say the time 
has come to shift from Dying to stop 
roads - where they have a propa- 
ganda success - to blocking new 
houses on greenfield sites. 

Local residents trying to save the 
green fields in their back yards show 
every sign of welcoming them. And 
more traditional campaigning groups, 
like Friends of the Earth, have no 
objections. 

Supporters of Earth First! are ex- 


pected to attend a London conference 
today of community groups Gghting 
housing plans, organised by FoE and 
Ute road protest group Alarm UK. 
The House Builders Federal inn is 
drawing up plans tu defend its cen- 
tral London office from an invasion 
by Swampy-style activists. 

Tie stakes were raised yesterday 
when John Prescott said he would not 
to stand in the wav of plans to build 
about 10.000 new homes on farmland 
west of Stevenage. At 800 hectares, it 
will be one of the biggest single losses 
of green hell land since the designa- 
tion was invented h0 years ago to stop 
cities sprawling into one another. 

-It's outrageous." said FoE. The 
Council for the Protection of Rural 
England tCPRE) said it had not seen 
such bad decisions since Nicholas 
Ridley was a Tory environment sec- 
retary in the Eighties. 

Nlr Prescott- Secretary of Slate for 
the Environment. Transport and the 
Regions had until today to decide 
whether to seek to change 
Hertfordshire County Council's struc- 
ture plan - the blueprint which in- 
cludes the green belt development. 


Yesterday he told The Independent 
he accepted Hertfordshire s argument 
that building many of the new homes 
the county needed in the countryside 
just west of Stevenage was the best 
environmental option. 

"it just made a lot of sense,” he 
said. People living in the new resi- 
dential area, the size of a small 
town, would be able to work and shop 
in nearby Stevenage and use its pub- 
lic transport infrastructure, thereby 
minimising pollution. 

But. in general, preserving the 
green hell remained “almost sacro- 
sanct”. Next month he will publish a 
document setting nut how the Gov- 
ernment would encourage new hous- 
ing on derelict land within cities and 
minimise the need to build on green- 
field. out-of-town sites. He said he 
was looking at the case for taxing this 
kind of development to discourage 
it. "The renaissance and attractive- 
ness of cities is absolutely crucial for 
this government.” 

Environmentalists still have high 
hopes for this document. Bui Tony 
Burton, housing campaigner with 
the CP RE. said the Hertfordshire de- 


cision “locks us in to continued dam- 
age to the countryside”. 

Greens were just as appalled by 
Mr Prescott's decision last month to 
order West Sussex County Council to 
find room for 12,800 homes. That is 
one third more than West Sussex ar- 
gued the county could cope with if 
it was to avoid overcrowding and en- 
vironmental degradation. 

They are still hoping Mr Prescott 
will intervene to stop the loss of 480 
hectares of green belt iaod north of 
Newcastle. Mr Prescott's depart- 
ment has until next Wednesday to in- 
tervene in the structure plan process. 

Hertfordshire wants to create 
five times as much new green belt 
land as the quantity which will be lost, 
guaranteeing half of the county’s re- 
maining countryside protection from 
urban sprawl. 

But environmental groups and lo- 
cal residents say the existing green 
belt was created to stop Stevenage 
sprawling into rural areas. If it is 
scrapped when it comes under pres- 
sure for housing, then why should the 
new green hell be any safer, they say. 

Stars back ban, page 3 


Britain rattles sabre at Saddam 


The Government stepped up 
its sabre-rattling at Saddam 
Hussein, ordering the aircraft 
carrier Invincible to the Gulf. 
But it is unclear whether the 
US or Britain really have an 
Intention of delivering on 
their threats. Anthony Bevins and 
Patrick Cockbunt report on the 
latest standoff between Iraq 
and the UN Security council. 

The Ministry of Defence said the de- 
cision to move the carrier from the 
Mediterranean followed recent Iraqi 
attempts to block the work of the UN 
special co mmiss ion, sent in to find and 
destroy weapons of mass destruction. 


George Robertson. Secretary of State 
for Defence, said: "Saddam’s con- 
tinued obstruction of UN inspectors 
is a matter of serious concern. We re- 
main determined to see lhat the au- 
thority of the UN and the inter- 
national community is upheld. 

A US-led team of arms inspectors 
left Baghdad yesterday, easing the 
confrontation with Iraq, which had ac- 
cused its leader of being a spy. UN 
officials in Baghdad insisted they 
had planned to leave anyuax and their 
departure was not the result of Iraqi 
pressure. Scot l Riuer. the inspector 
accused of espinrugc. said "We will 
be back" as he and 15 other team 
member* left Baghdad fnranairha.se 
Afi miles away. They were to fly to 
Bahrain and then to New York. 

Iraq had barred the team Irom car- 


rying out inspections since Monday. 
Meanwhile. Richard Butler, the chief 
of UN inspections, is to visit Baghdad 
to demand full access to ail sites. 

President Clinton is waiting to see 
the results of Mr Butler's visit He said 
he expected solid support in the UN 
and praised a Security Council state- 
ment this week that deplored the 
blocking » 4 ihe US-led team. 

The UN Security Council ordered 
the destruction of Iraq’s nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons 
programmes as a condition for end- 
ing the l**‘.'l Gulf War. UN officials 
report progress in climinaling the nu- 
clear and chemical programmes but 
suspect Iraq is holding kick consid- 
erable inlormation on biological 
weapt inn . Iraq says the inspectors are 
simply being used as ail excuse to 

r-i m 


maintain sanctions against Iraq. De- 
site a facade of unity at the Security 
Council and British backing, the US 
appears to be making no progress in 
winning broad support for action to 
punish Iraq. Three of the five per- 
manent memere of the Security Cbun- 
cil - Russia, China and France - want 
sanctions to be eased and Iraq to be 
given hope of them being lifted. 

"Our first priority is to pursue all 
possible diplomatic avenues to per- 
suade Iraq of the folly of its repeat- 
ed efforts to thwart UNSCOM. and 
to secure its full and unreserved 
compliance with Security Council 
resolutions,” said Mr Robertson. 
"Saddam’s track record clearly 
demonstrates that he only shows re- 
spect for diplomacy when it is backed 
by military strength and readiness.” 


Have you 
got what it 
takes to 
save lives? 


You don't need years of training as a nurse or doctor 
before you can save a life. You can stop a child dying 
from diseases like polio and diphtheria right now, simply 
by looking in your purse or wallet. 

UNICEF is working to immunise children around the 
world against six horrific diseases. Each year, these 
diseases condemn more than 1 .5 million children to an 
early grave —that s more child deaths in a year than those 
caused by famine and war put together. 

It costs just £9 to immunise a child. UNICEF relies 
totally bn voluntary contributions, so we urgently need 
your help. Will you help save a child's life today? 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


In TV’s battle of ideas, 
the viewer is the loser 


There used to be a joke that all Australian soap operas were made in the 
same building in downtown Sydney so that the three actors who seemed 
to star in everything from The Sullhans to Country Practice could run from 
studio to sludio while changing costumes. 

ft now appears that British television is no better off for ideas than 
Seventies Australia was for soap stars. 

I TV has announced that it is planning a major drama about the lives 
of ambulance drivers. This, it claims, will be nothing like Casualty. Oh no, 
nothing like iL The BBC's drama is about ambulance drivers and nurses. 
ITV s drama is just about ambulance drivers. So it is only half like Casu- 
alty. The bandage-swaddled extras in ITV s show will no doubt just be 
dropped off at the doors of casualty departments so viewers don't get 
confused. 



Double take: Helen Baxendale will star in ITV version of Friends 


This comes hard on the heels of the Neighbours at War/Neighbours Jmm 
Hell debacle two weeks ago when both the BBC and ITV “real people" 
documentary units reached the inevitable point where everybody in the 
country has been filmed for a fly-on-the-wall documentary. 

There is more deja vu programming like this to come because ITV has 
poached the man who made Drixing School and Airport for the BBC - 
indeed ITV is planning a programme with the original title of Airline. 
Which, rather like the Casualty rip-off, will no doubt stop filming when 
planes get to airport departure gates so no one can claim it is derivative. 

Keeping with the transport theme, there is presumably an ITV docu- 
mentary planned which will follow people in taxis getting taken to the Adel- 
phi Hotel in Liverpool, but will then leave them as they get to the door. 

If the “real people” documentary trend is not stopped soon then Andy 
Warhol's “famous for 15 minutes” prediction will prove to have been woe- 
fully optimistic we shall all end up with our own 15-part series. 

And when the one British television idea geora little threadbare at the 
elbows there is of course other people's ideas to nick: ITV (oh dear, them 
again) also announced this week its own version of friends , starring He- 
len Baxendale - who was once in Cardiac Artiest, a medical drama that 
had very few ambulances in iL 

This sit-corn. Cold Feet , will be about six yuppie friends in Manches- 
ter. To be fair to ITV this will probably be nothing like Friends in so far 
as Friends is funny. An idea which ITV sit-coms never, ever, try to steal. 

Even on the cutting edge of television, things are no better. BBC 2 
announced this week that they would be investing in more themed nights 
- one for later this year devoted to the career of Michael Caine, and one 
in April to mark Spike Milligan's 80th birthday. 

This is all veiy nice for fans of Michael Caine and Spike Milligan, but 
themed nights have rather overstayed their welcome. When Channel 4de- 
veloped them as a wheeze to cover up acres of repeals, you could only ad- 
mire their chutzpah. But now that everyone is at it it is only a matter of time 
before we get a night devoted to ambulances driven by Australian actors. 

— Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 
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TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.42 

Italy (lira) 

2,843 

Austria (schillings) 

20.21 

japan (yen) 

210.83 

Belgium (francs) 

59.41 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

2.28 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.24 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.84 

Norway (kroner) 

11.96 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.02 

Portugal (escudos) 

292.69 

France (francs) 

9.62 

Spain (pesetas) 

24239 

Germany (marks) 

2.88 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.76 

Greece (drachmel) 

457.16 

Switzerland (francs) 

2.35 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.23 

Turkey (lira) 

336,774 

Ireland (punts) 

1.15 

USA ($) 

1.60 



Source: Thomas Cook 
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Pioneer: John Glenn before making his trip into orbit in 1962 


Photograph: Reuters 


Glenn’s second chance to make history in space 


If you have the Right Stuff, then it never goes away. 
That seems to be the opinion of the US space agency 
Nasa about John Glenn, now 76. He was the first 
American to orbit the Earth - and. if a mission this 
October (by which time he will be 77) goes smooth- 
ly, also the oldest to do so. 

It was 36 years ago that Glenn thrilled his coun- 
try by catching up with the Soviet Union in the space 
race. Since then he has become a Democratic sen- 
ator representing Ohio. Yesterday he declared he was 
ready to go, confessing to “a real sense of deja \-u.~ 

‘•Needless to say. I'm excited to be back and I'm 
honoured and I’m privileged." he said. “The im- 
portant thing is the opportunity that this gives to take 
us in some new directions in research." 

The particular focus of the research will be on age- 
ing, and the effects of space travel on an older body. 

Glenn exercises daily and lifts weights, but his body 
has 36 more years of wear and tear than when it last 
experienced the extreme forces of blast-off on 20 Feb- 
ruary. 1962. Doctors will study the effect of weight- 
lessness on Glenn's bones and immune system, and 
his ability to bounce back afterwards. 

Nasa approved Glenn's appointment to become 


a payload specialist on the Shuttle Discovery for a 
flight tentatively set for October. “1 see this as an- 
other adventure into the unknown." Glenn said. 

Since he flew into the unknown for the first time, 
Nasa also has 36 more years of space expertise, but 
that doesn't translate into a hazard-free mission. One 
space expert said. “Probably there's as much risk to- 
day flying the Shuttle as there was then because (in 
1962) Glenn bad an escape rocket that there isn't 
on the orbiter. And I wouldn't want to go through 
the training he would have to go through." 

Even so, Glenn lobbied Nasa extensively to get 
it to consider using him for geriatric research, help- 
ing to connect the space agency's researchers with 
scientists eager for the information that tests in 
weightlessness might provide about human ageing. 

The tests are “scientific research on the process of 
getting older, which we're all concerned about,” said 
John Logsdon, of George Washington University. 

“What is happening is they’ve derided to make 
Glenn the subject of those experiments, not mak- 
ing up the experiment so he can fly," he said. “I think 
that's an important distinction.” 

— Charles Arthur, Science Editor 


Evans pulls plug on old rival Jon o Coleman 


The award-winning Virgin Radio 
presenter Jonothan Coleman has 
been sacked by his former rival and 
new boss, Chris Evans, while he is 
on holiday. 

The announcement of Cole- 
man’s departure was made while he 
was in his native Australia with his 
mother, Sylvia, who is ilL But his 
RussVJono show partner. Russell 
Williams, is staying on at the station, 
in which Evans bought a controlling 
interesL for £S5ra, last year. 'The 
show had run its course and 
Jonothan is moving on.” a Virgin 
spokesman said. “All good things 
must come to an end and we wish 
Jono every success in the future." 

When Russ'n’Jono were 
Evans’s main breakfast rivals dur- 
ing his spell at Radio 1, Coleman 
missed no opportunity to take 
the rise out of him. He taunted 
Evans with their Sony Award for 
best breakfast show - a missed 



Jono Coleman: Never passed 
up a chance to needle Evans 


prize that angered Evans so much 
that he refused to accept his 
Broadcaster of the Year award at 
the same ceremony. When Evans 
walked out of Radio 1 because it 
would not give him Fridays off to 
prepare his Channel 4 show. 
Coleman pointed to his own five- 


days-a-week presenter's job at 
Channel 5. and said Evans was a 
lightweight. 

Losing their Virgin Radio 
breakfast slot to Evans in October 
was a blow for Russ’n'Joho. There 
were rumours they had been 
sacked - until Coleman went to a 
football match with the Virgin pro- 
prietor. Richard Branson, and 
their new drivetime show was an- 
nounced a week later. Coleman 
was last on air five weeks ago, be- 
fore his annual Australian break. 
Bosses made the derision to let 
him go two days ago, and told his 
agent yesterday. Williams, who 
used to have his own solo show, will 
now follow Evans at 10am each 
day, and rising star Robin Banks 
will do the 4-7pm drivetime show. 
The spokesman said: “Russ has al- 
ways been a music presenter, 
whereas Jono was more of a per- 
sonality." 


Seagal sues Saudi prince over £30m film deal 


Action hero Steven Seagal has de- 
cided law suits speak louder than 
fists and is suing a Saudi prince he 
says reneged on a film deal. 

Seagal is suing Prince Ab- 
duiflad bin AbduJ Aziz ai Saud, half 
brother to King Fahd of Saudi Ara- 
bia, for more than $25m (£15m) 
after the prince pulled out of fi- 
nancing the film Men of Honour. 

The movie star says Prince 
AbdulOad is a man of no honour 
after failing to go through with a 
1992 verbal agreement confirmed 
in writing, to finance the film for 
£30ra in return for world-wide 
distribution rights. 


Seagal, 47. star of films such as 
Under Siege. Out for Justice and Un- 
der Siege 2; Dark Territory . is suing 
for breach of contract intentional 
misrepresentation and negligent 
misrepresentation. 

Men of Honour was to star mar- 
tial arts expert Seagal who says he 
made expensive preparations for 
filming, believing he had secured 
funding from the prince. 

According to the suit filed at the 
Los Angeles Superior Court, the 
prince stumped up Si. 65m but 
failed to follow up with the rest. 
The actor says he has no idea why 
the prince did not go through with 


the deal. As a resulu Seagal says 
his company Seagal/Nasso Pro- 
ductions Incorporated has lost a 
substantial sum of money. 

Seagal's lawyer. Scott Lord, 
said: “With $30m all from one 
source, Steven went ahead with 
preparations to make the film. The 

prince forwarded SI. 65m for ex- 
penses and then pulled the plug.” 

Prince AbduJiiad was served 
with a writ in New York in No- 
vember, which Seagal’s lawyers say 
he has ignored. They have asked 
the prince's lawyers to explain his 
actions to the Los Angeles court. 

— Rosa Prince 


by Jerry Scott & Jim Bowman Luther King foilOWS 

in father’s footsteps 


JJL 


The son of Martin Luther King was yesterday made 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
ference - on what would have been the assassinat- 
ed civil rights leader’s 69th birthday. 

Martin Luther King III, aged 40. takes over the 
organisation founded by his father in 1957. He re- 
places the Rev Joseph Lowery, who along with the 
Rev David Abernathy and other civil rights leaders 
helped King found the conference. The movement 
now has over 100 associate groups across the US. 

A conference spokesman said: "Mr King will help 
the SCLC continue in its mission to create a climate 
where African Americans have equal rights to jobs, 
housing and to the American dream." 

— Rosa Prince 



UPDATE 


PU BLIC FI NANCE 

Cost of Mandelson’s Disney trip 


The cost to the taxpayer of Peter Mandelson’s ftwr-dsy visit to tbeUnh- ; 

ed States earlier this month, during Much to ; 
£3 450 he revealed last night m a senes of written Commons repues ra 
S£ t* and bM, SeOT and Francis ■ 

Maude, shadow sookesman on Culture, Media and opon. 

Th^S^^SFtortfbUo, said: “Wdt Disney are world leaders . 
in enter tainm ent” He had visited Disney Worldto , 

their wide experience, lessons that could be applied to 

projecL -Itad extensive discussions on technical mattera. ra^a^^ 
flow of visitors, service facilities, and other aspects of this lughly success- . 

M Asked bvI^R^wood bow much it would have cost to go to ' ’ 

Disney Worid, Mr Mandelson said he had particularly ^ 

Educational Prototype Community of Tomorrow Gentrei 1 

be had also been able “to fit in a short programme m Washington , ara>^ : 
by the embassy, following a private overnight stay on arrival. A direct cost 
comparison is not therefore relevant in ******* '. 


EDUCATION 

Unit to cut red tape in schools 


A bueaucracy-busting unit will be set up as part of Government plans to 
cut red tape in schools. ,, , 

r . . i ■ oct ViwnYnminmK 


A report drawn up by a working group estaousoeu ^ 

that the Government should consult fewer schools about policy, set up pi- 
lots to show how teachers can streamline administration, review demands 
on teachers and simplify the bidding process for funds. 

Inspectors are to be urged to concentrate on standards, not on whether 
schools have written policies for everything and the Government wilLtry 
to cut down the requirements for assessing and recording pupils work. 

Tfeachers’ leaders welcomed the report with reservations. Doug 
McAvoy, general secretary of the National Union of Teachers, said: "The 
Government has at least five new initatives lined up. There is no evidence 
that it h^s considered whether there is time for them in the school day. - 

— Judith Judd, Education Editor 
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FISHERIES 


Net gain for dolphin population' 


The Government yesterday acted to help save dwindling dolphin popu- 
lations by announcing changes to licences for tuna drift net fi s h i ng . 

Elliot Morley, the fisheries minister, said the move would affect the • 
seas south-west of Britain. 

He said: “This is the first step towards ending the unacceptable loll of 
dolphins in drift nets. 

“The UK is pressing for the agreement of other EU member states to 1 
take similar immediate action as well as to agree to a phase-out” 

The licence will apply to all UK vessels over 10 metres and will pre- 
vent additional vessels joining the fleet pending EU agreement to a phase- 
out. 

Mr Morley said that from 1 February, the only UK vessels eligible to 
fish for tuna using drift nets, for which a separate nan-transferable licence -I 
will be required, will be those which did so in either 1996 or 1997. 

“This will limit participation to a maximum of 10 vessels, and some of : 
these have been approved for a decommissioning grant which they can 
take up by the end of Februajy.” 


COMPUTERS 


Gearing up for millennium bomb 
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Four full-time officials are working on the Department of Hade and In- - 
dustiy's initiative to help UK business tackle the millennium computer time- 
bomb. Cheryl GfUan, the Tory frombench spokeswoman, was told last nigh t t 
Mis Gillan complained that with less than 500 working days left before 
the millennium, the Government had wasted precious time by abandon- 
ing its own Taskforce 2000, replacing it with Action 2000, which had yet 
to take any action. 

Barbara Roche, the junior trade minis ter who has been given lead 
responsibility for the issue, told Mrs Gillan in a written Commons reply ' 
that a package of support for small- and medium-sized businesses would 
be announced this month as part of a Millennium Bug Campaign. Action 1 
2000 has an annual budget of £lm, but Mrs Gillan was told by the Min- 
istry of Defence that its current estimate of the cost of ta cklin g the prob- . 
lem was a tentative £200m. 

— Anthony Bevins, PoTitkaf Editor . 


HEALTH 


Scots cut heart-attack deaths 


Scotland is set to achieve its target 40-per-cent reduction in heart disease j 
deaths set under the 1992 Health of the Nation strategy two years ahead 
of the original deadline of 2000. 

Scotland's Chief Medical Officer, Sir David Carter, said the Govern- 
ment would now look at increasing the target from the year 2000 because . 
of the good progress being made. 

“We are well on course,” he said. “It is reassuring that we’re moving ! 
in the right direction but we want to see much more movement. We have • 
almost hit the target, so we wifi want to have a new target” 

However, the reduction still leaves Scotland topping the table in the 
number of premature deaths from heart disease in people under ttae age , 
of 65. 

Sir David added “It is going to remain a priority of the Government, " 
as Scotland has a terrible record in coronary heart disease.” 

— Jeremy baurance. Health Editor . 
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BBC Worid/BBC News 24 


An article in yesterday’s Independent suggested that the BBC has cut 
jobs from its global news channel BBC World to subsidise the cost of 
BBC News 24. In fact, the funding for the two channels is entirely 
separate: the former is funded by advertising revenue while BBC News 
24 is licence fee funded. No senior World editors are being made' 
redundant. 
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Sorry, kids: in the 
calculator age, 
sums still matter 
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l P e l?s schools 


hi i- copulation 


Proposals to raise standards in 
maths with a new emphasis on 
mental arithmetic and more, 
better whole-class teaching, will 
be proposed by the Government’s 
Numeracy Task Force next week. 
But the report is not a blueprint 
for a return to traditional 
teaching methods, says Judith Judd , 
Education Editor. 


British children are lagging behind their 
counterparts elsewhere because schools' ex- 
pectations of them are too low. the report 
says. Children should be expected to do 
most mathematical calculations in their 
beads, rather than using pencil and paper, 
until they are seven or eight. 

The task force, led by Professor David 
Reynolds of Newcastle University, will gjve 
a strong endorsement to methods being tri- 
alled by the National Numeracy Project, in 
which 10 minutes are spent at the begin- 
ning of each maths lesson on mental cal- 
culation. David Blunkett. the Secretary of 
Slate for Education, commissioned the in- 
quiry to help fulfil his promise that 75 per 
cent of 1 1-year-olds will be at the expect- 
ed level in maths by the year 2001 The pre- 
sent figure is 62 per cent. 

Last year England came tenth out of 17. 
far behind countries in the Pacific Rim and 
Eastern Europe, in an international survey 
of the mathematical performance of nine- 
year-olds. Countries such as the United 
States, Canada and Ireland, which were lev- 
el with or below England six years previ- 
ously, have pulled ahead. 

The task force report draws on the ex- 
perience of Hungary and Switzerland as well 
as several projects in Britain, especially the 
National Numeracy Project. 

British teachers spend less time teach- 
ing the whole class than those in most oth- 
er countries. The figure is between 25 and 
30 per cent compared with between 70 and 
80 per cent in some Pacific Rim countries. 

The report urges more whole-class 
teaching, though it does not specify how 
much. 

Like the Literacy Task Force, whose re- 
port was published last year, the maths 
group want to see a dramatic change in the 


educational culture in Britain and an end 
to the assumption that there will always be 
a sizeable minority of children who cannot 
make the grade. 

Professor Reynolds and his team do not 
advocate a return to the teaching methods 
of the fifties, when children sat in desks in 
rows and the teacher taught the whole Haws 
all the time. Nor do they propose the com- 
pulsory chanting of times tables. 

Instead, they argue that teachers should 
use a mixture of methods. Though there 
should be more whole-class teaching in 
which children take an active part, pupils 
should also work in groups and on their 
own. Practical and investigative maths in 
which they find out things for themselves 
should continue alongside a renewed em- 
phasis on mental calculation. Multiplica- 
tion tables should be taught but in many 
different ways including the use of games 
and computers. 

The quality of teaching, they say, is just 
as important as the method and teachers 
should be given more training. Where 
schools are getting good results, they 
should Qot be required to change. 

Ministers have said they expect all pri- 
mary schools to have a “numeracy hour" 
every day in the same way as the prescribed 
literacy hour. However, the report suggests 
thar schools should spend between 45 
minutes and an hour each day on numer- 
acy. Experience of teachers involved in the 
National Numeracy Project suggests that 
an hour may be too long. 

Parents should play a key role in rais- 
ing standards, the report suggests. Mate- 
rials should be available for them to help 
their children with maths even before 
they start school and help should be offered 
to parents who feel their own maths is so 
bad that they cannot help Lheir children. 

There should be a national year of read- 
ing, perhaps to coincide with internation- 
al Maths Year in the year 2000. It would 
involve parents and the rest of the com- 
munity in the same way as the National Year 
of Reading which is due to start this Sep- 
tember. On the place of calculators in pri- 
mary schools, on which the team were asked 
to advise, the report is silent. Some mem- 
bers are thought to be angry the Govern- 
ment decided to ban calculators in primary 
schools last year before their report was 
complete. 


v.aicuianng took: Children should initially do most sums in their heads, the report sa 1 
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Twenty-one years for rapist who 
humiliated victims in court 


A rapist, whose actions 
led to Government 
promises to change the 
(aw after he humiliated 
his victims in court, was 
told he would have to 
serve a total of 21 years 
in jail for a series of 
vicious attacks- Steve 
Boggan and Melvyn Howe 
report 


Milton Brown caused public 
outrage last year when he made 
two sex-attack victims re-live 
their ordeals in the witness box 
- apparently for nothing more 
than his own pleasure. 

The legal system gave him 
the right to conduct his own de- 
fence and, despite obvious anx- 
iety, tbe trial judge was 
powerless in the face of a man 
nlto took his rights and abused 
them as much as his victims. 

He could not be named at 
. the time to avoid prejudicing a 
second case, involving the re- 
peated savage beating of a girl- 
friend, Susan McDonald. 29. 
whom he imprisoned for five 
days without medical help with 
a festering stab wound and 
multiple breaks and fractures. 

But yesterday. Judge Leo 
Charles QC, sitting at Knights- 
bridge Crown Court, west Lon- 
don, sentenced the former 
mechanic to five years in prison 
for the attacks on Miss Me- 
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Women win protection from 
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Disgusted Desert 



How 77m independent broke the story last month 


Donald, who suffered multiple 
broken ribs, a broken arm and 
injuries all over her body after 
being hit by Bittwn, 44. with bot- 
tles. a pool cue and wood 
encrusted with nails. 

That was added on to the 16 
years he was already feeing for 
two other sex attacks in 19%. 
Only at tbe end of yesterday’s 
proceedings could it be re- 
vealed that be also has a total 
of 58 convictions for violence, 
dishonesty and sexual offences, 
including child molestation. 

As Brown screamed and 
yelled that be bad been con- 
victed by a “kangaroo court", 
and while the juiy sat shaking 
their heads, having found him 
guilty of the a ttack on Miss Mc- 
Donald only by majority' verdict, 
the judge went on: “The public 
is in need of protection from you 
because you showed just how 
dangerous you are and just how 


much very serious barm you 
cause to other people when 
you are at large." Brown’s spree 
of violence began early in 1996 
when he befriended a 38-year- 
old mother of three who had just 
arrived in London. She met 
Brown and accepted his offer of 
accommodation, which turned 
into a 15-bour rape ordeal. 

After beginning a relation- 
ship with Miss McDonald in 
May 1996, he became obsessive 
and began accusing her of see- 
ing other men. He beat her over 
and over again and locked her 
in his flat in CamberwelL south 
east London, taking her out in 
a wig and dark glasses only to 
hobble to a soup kitchen. 

During one of these visits, 
she escaped when he was dis- 
tracted by a 31-year-old grad- 
uate, who was drunk, having 
been celebrating an exam suc- 
cess. While Miss McDonald 


limped away, the graduate was 
sexually assaulted at knifepoint. 

During last year’s trial, he 
spent days cross examining the 
women. The rape victim had to 
give evidence twice after the jury 
w’as discharged following a vi- 
olent exchange between Brown 
and the judge, Timothy Pontius. 

“Do I have to put up with 
this?" one of the women asked 
the judge. “I have never been 
so humiliated in my life." 

After jailing Brown fur 16 
years, J udge Pontius said it was 
“highly’ regrettable" that the law- 
allowed a defendant -to ques- 
tion his victims in needlessly ex- 
tended and agonising detail for 
the obvious purpose of intimi- 
dation and humiliation”. 

Tony Blair and Jack Straw, 
the Home Secretary, have said 
they want to end an offenders' 
right to commit “second rape" 
in court. And last month. Lord 
In-ine of Lairg, the Lord Chan- 
cellor. told The independent 
that judges would be given 
more powers to intervene in 
cross-examinations, conduct- 
ing it themselves in cases where 
alleged rapists appeared to be 
humiliating their victims. 

The Home Office said yes- 
terday that proposed changes 
could be put forward as soon as 
the spring. It is understood the 
main obstacle will be in com- 
plying with the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights, 
which gives defendants the right 
to represent themselves. 


Sports stars back ban on sale of school fields 


Senior British sports figures 
yesterday welcomed the Gov- 
ernment’s pledge to stop state 
schools and local authorities 
selling off playing fields. 

As three government de- 
partments announced co-ordi- 
nated statutory measures to 
halt further sales, Tessa Sander- 
son, Olympic javelin thrower, 
and Roger Uttley, England's 
rugby union manager, spoke of 
the urgent need for more facil- 


ities if Britain hopes to breed the 
next generation of sports stars. 

Regulations to be tabled to 
the School Standards and 
Framework Bill, which is cur- 
rently before Parliament, will 
mean state schools will need the 
pe rmissi on of the education 
secretary before selling any- 
more land. At the same time, 
the Department of the Envi- 
ronment, Transport and the 
Regions and the Department of 


Culture. Media and Sport in- 
tend to tighten planning con- 
trols. A new adjudication 
process will ruie on local au- 
thority sales which are opposed 
by the English Sports Council. 

The Government has also 
sent a clear message to LEAs 
“discouraging" them from sell- 
ing any more before the pro- 
posed legislation became law. 
The legislation currently before 
Parliament affects schools in 


England but it is likely that yes- 
terday's mote would he ex- 
tended across the country. 

Over the past two decades 
school playing fields ha\e been 

sold oft at an alarming rate as 
local authorities tried to raise 
money from surplus asset**. 
More than 5.UUU have gone to 
private developers since 1981. 
and thousands more are under 
threat. 

— Gore Gamer 
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Dublin renews 
calls for 
Bloody Sunday 
investigation 


The Irish government 
has stepped up its 
pressure for an 
independent public 
investigation of Bloody 
Sunday in advance of 
next week’s anticipated 
Commons statement on 
the issue by Tony Blair. 
David McKittrick and 
Alan Murdoch assess 
its chances. 


The Taoiseach, Bertie Ahem, is 
understood to have underlined 
to the Prime Minister in a tele* 
phone conversation his view that 
nothing less than an indepen- 
dent public inquiry would be ac- 
ceptable to Dublin. Fourteen 
civilians were killed in the in- 
cident in Londonderry in 1972. 

The Irish authorities are de- 
termined any new investiga- 
tion should be fully 
independent and headed by a 
figure of prestige acceptable to 
all sides. Mr Ahem made clear 
again his view that an apology 
would not suffice. 

On Wednesday Mr Blair is 
due to answer a parliamentary 
question from Norman God- 
man. chairman of the Labour 
parly's back-bench committee 
on Northern Ireland, who yes- 
terday travelled to London- 
derry to view the scene of the 
killings. He said he believed 
Tony Blair and the Northern 
Ireland Secretary, Mo Mowlam, 
were sympathetic to calls for a 
fresh inquiry. The 26th an- 
niversary of the deaths falls on 
30 January. A campaign to 
have the incident reopened has 
gained momentum in recent 
years, winning the support of 
Dublin and other important 
elements. The past year in par- 
ticular has seen the emergence 


of new evidence shedding fresh 
light on the incident. 

Dublin has compiled its own 
report said to provide detailed 
analysis of the latest evidence 
and to draw “very strong con- 
clusions." 

While the Government has 
come under pressure to act, it 
represents a political and legal 
minefield for tbe authorities. 

Almost any move, whether 
in the form of a new inquiry or 
an official apology, raises tbe 
question of possible prosecution 
of the paratroopers who fired 
the shots or. conceivably, their 
superior officers. 

It is presumed the authori- 
ties would wish at all costs to 
avoid charges and trials. 

There is no clear optimism 
in Irish government circles that 
the inquiry will be conceded, 
given Ministiy of Defence 
reservations about the damage 
that might result for the Army's 
reputation and the civil service 
if a cover-up were exposed. 

Campaigner Tony Doherty, 
whose father Paddy was among 
those killed, said: “It appears 
from all accounts that the 
British Cabinet may be at odds 
with itself as to how it may pro- 
ceed. There are clearly differ- 
ent forces at work. Some of the 
members of the Cabinet may 
well agree with demands to es- 
tablish a new inquiry but there 
are forces such as the Ministry 
of Defence, who would be 
against it." 

Yesterday seven IRA pris- 
oners were transferred from 
Britain to the Irish Republic 
They included five men who six 
months ago were jailed for 35 
years for planning to blow up 
British power-stations in 1996, 
and members of tbe “Balcombe 
Street gang", who were re- 
sponsible for 16 killings in Eng- 
land in the 1970s. 



Apple avalanche: Householder Tim Reeve (right) and his family escaped injury yesterday when a lorry overturned outside their 
home in Asp all Green, near Debenham, Suffolk, spilling a ton of fruit Into the property Photographs: Anglia Press Agency 

Gays protest after sex video convictions 


Gay activists yesterday protested at 
the prosecution of seven gay men who 
were filmed in a private video having 
consensual sex . Michael Streeter , Legal 
Affairs Correspondent, reports on a 
case which has outraged many in the 
homosexual community. 


The case of the so-called Bolton Seven, who were 
convicted last Monday, at the town’s crown court 
of various sexual offences, is rapidly becoming 
a cause celebre among gays. At least one of those 
convicted, 55-year-old Teny Connell, has been 
warned by the judge that he faces imprisonment. 

Janet Cragg. a lawyer representing six of the 
defendants, said their prosecution, which is, 


thought to have cost around £300,000, was a 
“complete waste of public money". 

Peter TatcheU, of the gay pressure group Out- 
rage. said the seven were in effect being “mar- 
tyred". He added: “It is not in the public 
interest or in the interests of justice that these 
men have been prosecuted let alone that some 
of them may be sent to prison." 

The case began after a former lodger of one 
of the seven sent police a video of the men in- 
volved in various sexual acts, including buggery' 
and oral sex. A police raid on the home of one 
of the men in tbe town later found another video. 

Although some of the men, who all come from 
the area, admitted buggery, four of them denied 
gross indecency. Under the Sexual Offences Act 
1967. in which homosexual acts between two con- 
senting adults were legalised, such sex is only le- 


gal if no more than two men are present. 

Althougb three of the defendants were also 
convicted of sex with someone under age - one 
of them was 17 at the time - activists are con- 
cerned that such prosecutions are an attack on 
consensual gay sex. The men claimed the videos 
were simply for their personal use and that every- 
one had taken pan with consent. 

The Crown Prosecution Service yesterday de- 
fended its decision to bring the case, saying it 
had considered both the facts and the “public 
interest" in bringing the action very carefully. 

It is understood that when the matter was first 
raised with tbe CPS there were suggestions that 
some of tbe men - whose age ranged from 17 
to 55 - bad been paid to take part, and that drugs 
had been used. There was no evidence of this 
raised at the trial. 


Vicar jailed for 
attacking wife 

A Church of England vicar accused of 
ing to kffl his wife in an apparCntfy mofrve- 
less hammer attack was yesterday jaaed for. 

five years. . • Vt 

The Rev Michael Goiigbtly, 54, of 
Durham City, was acquitted of attempted ' 
murder by a juiy at Newcastle Crown Court • 
but convicted of causing grievous bodfly. 
harm with intent. 

The court was' told that Enid Go lightly; 
55, almost died after being strut*' a smgte- 
blow with a l'/ 2 Ib hammer while she ; was ' 
asleep in bed. The blow was of such force 
that fragments of bone were pushed 30mnl _ 
into her brain. Goiigbtly denied' response 
bility and his counsel claimed an ondetect- - 
ed intruder could launched the attack: 

Essex wild-cat alert " 

An expert in trapping dangerous anim al s yes- 
terday raised the possibility that a w3d cat 
is roaming Essex woodlands. 

Sightings of a creature in Brentwood '; 
could be the sign of a wfld puma^ accord- 
ing to big-cats expert Quentin Rose/Essex , 
police called him in to carry out an investi- 
gation of Vicarage Woods afiec people-re-- 
ported sightings of what appeared to be a 
lioness. After a search of the wobds yesr 
terday, Mr Rose concluded there was no ev- . 
idence of a big cat at that location,: hot 
conceded that there was evidence to suggest 
there could be wfld cats in the area. 1 

Happy landing 

Ifro Britons whose aircraft was Forced 
down by a jet fighter after straying imo Russ- 
ian military airspace were la& ni g ht prepar- 
ing to fly home. . .' 

Russian authorities earlier said Cliff. 
Davidson and Mark Graham' Jeffreys would 
not be charged for encroaching on tbe Kalin- : 
ingrad enclave, home of Russia's Baltic fleet. 
Tbe Russians sent a fighter to bring the plane 
down after it was blown off-course bywinds : 
while flying over the Baltic en route to Lon- 
don. Kaliningrad is cut off from the rest of 
Russia and bordered by Lithuania and 
Poland. 

Meningitis jab plan 

Ail first year students due to study in 
Southampton will be immunised against 
meningitis after three freshers died from the 
disease there last year. 

The programme of mass immunisation 
against group C meningitis has been rec- 
ommended by Dr Mike Barker, the city's 
consultant in communicable diseases. 

He believes the jabs are necessary' “as a 
local response to a locally identified health 
need”. ■ • 
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Amnesty 
International 
working worldwide 
for the release of 
prisoners of conscience, 
fair trials for political 
prisoners and an end 
to torture, extra- 
judicial executions, 

" disappearances " 
and the death penalty. 
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The 

'Chalumeau ’ 

a blowtorch, is 
f routinely used h y the 
Algerian security forces 
to make suspects 'sing\ 

Main picture: 
Distraught survior of 
a massacre carried out 
at Sidi Rats village by 
an amied group. 


No words - there are no words - to express what this Algerian 
woman is feeling. In this conflict children arc killed in front of 
parents, people are hlowtorched and howl like bagpipes , 


ordinary folk are caught in horror beyond imagining. 
You can do something to stop these things, 
but knowing yourself as you do , are ’ . 
you more likely just to turn the 
p&gc? Even if there were 
words, what words . 
could touch 

yOU? -August this year, a 

group of aimed men enrered Rais, 
the village of the woman in the picture, 
and killed about three hundred people. 

They spared neither women nor 
JF * H; children. The victims died in 

wavs too hideous to describe, 
co 

iH each 

mf w’ould still be beyond 

K our power che 

W horror of what done, 

ft Words can't say it and photographs. 

f however gruesome, don't show it. 

| When words lose power. 

P It is a filthy conflict' in Algeria. Both Government 
* forces and armed groups have committed atrocities. 

The Government uses the gangs’ atrocities to justify its 
massive repression of human rights, the armed groups use 
the repression to justify their atrocities. 

The woman from Rais got caught in the middle. 

We don't know precisely what loss she suffered, 
whether she saw her family murdered, her baby dashed to 
its death, her small daughter disembowelled, her mother's 
head rolling in the dust. 

All these things have happened, if not to this woman, 
to others just as uninvolved, helpless and anguished. The 
words on che picture come from the opening paragraph of 
Amnesty International's latest report on Algeria. We have 
become used to seeing words like these in our newspapers. 


■t this Algerian Shocking headlines no longer 

n front of Couch us. Were not moved, we 

resent being manipulated. Experience 
P^' says that vou 11 read this page, turn over 

and forget it. because this is how you, like the 
rest of us, have learned to cope with clamouring ads. 

Listen to what the children said. 

Two children, sisters of 1 1 and 13. spoke about the 
nighr their parents were killed. 

“We woke up at the noise- some armed men were hitting father with 
a shotgun. They pushed father into the kitchen and the others took mum 
out into the courtyard and tied her hands. The\ cut her threat. The 
other men called from inside the bouse and the one who slaughtered 
mum shouted: “IVan I)n finishing”. We pulled mum into the house 
and closed her eyes and covered her with a blanket, and also covered 
father-, he had also had his throat cut. We cried and screamed.” 

Reader, wake up. This isn t a game of words. It isn't 
some clever advertising agency trying to score a 'creative' 
coup. It s 2 pica, a big desperate one, for your help. 

7on can make a big difference. 

W e need you. Even as you are reading rhis, people are 
being murdered, tortured, being made to “disappear”, 
thrown in jail vvithour trial. 

^ ou could help them. Why won't you? 

Is it right to murder, torture, or imprison people for 
their religion, the colour of rheir skin or beliefs? 

1 ou may say no , but unless you stand up for human 


rights, you might as well say yes’. 

Amnesty International was founded on the idea that 
ordinary people can make a difference in rhe world, can 
help to srop murder, torture and other abuse of human 
rights. Since our foundation in 1961. we have proved over 
and over and over thar we can help. 

Amnesty is international 

Do you dislike the idea of western liberals laying down 
the moral law to the rest of the world? 

Good, so do we. Amnesty Inremarional is a worldwide 
organisation with members in just about every country on 
earth. In some places our members risk their lives to suind 
up for human rights. And people in that deadly danger are 
standing up for your human rights, whether or not vou 
choose to recognise the fact. 

Decades of broken promises. 

After the Second World War. die world’s nations 
signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Since 
then even.- single one of them has at some time hrohen its 
promise to defend and not abuse human rights. 

Only one voice in the world is strong enough co force 
politicians to keep their promises. Yours. 

Bur only you can convince yourself that you wane to 
stand up for other people’s human rights. 

Are you a do-nothing? Or will you make a difference? 

Only you know the answer, only you can End the 
words, only you can sign your name below. 


Yes, it’s time I joined Amnesty International. Here’s my annual subscription fee- 
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TELEVISIONS 






SALE PRICE 

£299* 


BOSCH 10QQ Spin Autowufwr 

■ Delay start timet, XiuF fiT 

■vetyqiamopvaMnpPBB ia a 
Model WFF2000OB. A El II //iMM 
Was £629.99. l’i PTJ J 

BUY NOW PAY 1»9t 


HOOVER 

1100 5pm 'Soft Whm^ 

Washer Dryer 
Model AB754/W5115. 

’Was &19S h-s&re Pn» QES3L BUY ttffH BO 1999* 


£369* 


HOTPOINT lOOOSpfci Anwwasiw 

Available in Ural 
Meraxy or Polar Whi«. 

Model WM62. 

Was £449.99. 

BUY MOW PAY 10 MONTHS 


BOSCH 1000 Spin Autpv mhw 
Model WFB2004. ■fWM • -'^= 

Was £48949. ®(PI NW 

Was £3994?. IN tl/Ij 

Was £309.99. ^ 

BUY NOW RAY 1999* 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 



EXTR/V DISCOUNT 



DISHWASHERS 


pivi»a 


A 




EXTRA di scount 

ipaams 



EXTRA dis count 

to 



extra discount 

, 1 . .. ,1'e?. 






ZE3ZZ0 


HITACHI yWCAM Stereo TV wfch hMit 

66on risible warn die. 

Model 2867. 

W® 02945, 

WxWSiM. 




EXTRA DISCOUNT 


Full Sb» Dishwasher 
Modal 4306. 
was £36949. 


I iC*J* JJufvT J 


ZANUSSI 

Full Scza Dbhwmhar 
Model DW907. 

Was £42949. 

BUY HOW PAY 
10 MONTHS LATHt* 


HOTPOINT FuR Size 'Aquarius' 

Wsbvradwer MnNSucmg 

Mailable in Wh^KPH s|jm 
L inen of Mercury. nllllll'ulHa 
Model DF61P. Hii3M*ll#a 
Was £449.99. BUY HOT WH 10 Mansi'. LAIS 


HOTPOINT Full Size Dtatiwasher 
Available In Polar ■M ptu mr 
Wvhe.Liref.aw5 HW ma 
M ercury. RIlltl/Hm 

Model DF62P. 

Was £469.99 BUT NOW MY W IMfflS LOBi 


BOSCH 

Sttmltne Dishwasher 
Model SPS54S2QB. 
Was £48949. 

BUY NOW PAY 1999* 


BOSCH 

FuU Sta* Dishtnshw M 
12 place settings. ■ 
MtxkH SGS53QTGB. K 
Was £519.99 Q 

BUY NOW RAY 1999* 


HITACHI nanarwcAM 

Stereo TV with Mut 
59on vtdUe screen sta. 

Model 2567. 

WW £47949. 

BUY NOW TOY . 

6 MONTHS LATER* 


VIDEO 
RECORDERS 


; 50P 


JjVrArir 


DISCOUNT 



DISCOUNT 

tv.mip 


A DISCOUNT 

IPIW 


rc 


Model VEMZ71. 

Was £17949. 
m-ftora Price £16949 




e40 



I REFRIGERATION 

m 



Sow PAY 1999 

ON A HUGE RANGE OF TOP BRAND PRODUCTS 7 



v? 




t*’ 


Currys. 

.-1 -7>* -i. Tff 



-r.-y,, .% 1 IT" 1 !.', 1 - ITT7I 

MT 


Full Size Dishwasher 
Model 5GS40T2GB. 

Was £40939. 

In-store Price £32339- 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


NOVA SCOTIA 


dO 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


FmGlDAlREsAcu.it. 

Larder Fridge Milll OTT.,.. 

Automatic defrost m 

Model R1566H. Pill .1 

W»U893?. K-'M tl 

was £149.99. 


CANDY 4.1 cuJt Upright FnMuxr 

■ 4-Star freezer ■fllf -.m r 

■ FastfrieezB facility. , 1W( 
Model CV120S. 

Wat EiM9. Wat £179.99 


HO I POINT 44 cu.Il larder Fridge 

■ Automatic defrost. 

■ Shaped salad 


4 CANDY TOSHIBA V 




SA'.'t 

A TOTAL Of 


mm 10! 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


[80 


* *** m “ 



jfl f50 


iSTOVESina 

50om Slot-in Gas Cooker. 
Finished In Brass and 
Racing Green 

Model NEWHOME 502GS. 

Was £549.99. 

In-store Price £429.99. 


5UV NC.V PA V 
6 MOSTHS LATE 


discount) £30999 



'Power System' 
Upright Cleaner 

Model POWER 
SYSTEM 1710. 

Was £32939. 

Was £149.99. 


SALE PRICE 

£12999 


<JVC 

Digital Camcorder 
with lOOx Super 
Digital Zoom 

Model DV170. 

Was £119939. 
SUPERSTORES ONLY 
SALE PRICE 

ijSMw 


SANYO ^ 

0.6 ciLft Microwave 

Model EM 5002. SALE PRICE 
Was £89.99 4A 


£7999 


SAVE 

A TOTAL 0= 





SuI3!5BI 


mm 


HOTPOINT 42 aLtl Upright Tntam 

m Fan freeze fadiity. 

■ Also available In 
Mercury ot Unesi. 

Model R263F. 

Was £329.91. BUY NOW MY C MONTH 


LEC U cu.ft. Fridge Freezer 
Model nils. ■BHNTwuai 

WU £36949. BSflB •/ 

BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER* 


ELECTROLUX toj cu.it 

Fridge Freezer ■mil I 

4.7 cu.ft. fridge. PfR 

rss** wwSRml 

Was £349.99. BUY NOW MY G MONTHS lATHt* 


ZANUSSI 8.1 eu.lt Fridge Freezer 
Model ZFK61/Z7. ■mmsauphSI 
Wat £4244?. HH 

Was 03949. nlllllr'Sy'Joo 

BUY now PXY Hlji l l 

9 MONTHS LATER* 


COOKERS 


SAVE 

100 


AIWA ► 

CD Mini Hi-fi 

Model NSKF9. 

Was 014933: 

Was £399.99. 

In-store Prtae 073.99. 


SAVE 

A TOTAL 0.- 


voucher pma 

f329.99 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 


isufiyt; 


-i r r. r 


[50 


XTKA DISCOUNT 


Mg 


Nwcam! 





EEE 


[50 




EXTRA DISCOUNT 


Vl ,__ 1B 


m 



NIC MCAM 5ttraoVMeo 


CAMCORDERS 

7T 


WHICH CAMERA? BEST BUY 

■??? 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 


Win 454949. Was £*7949. In-store Pita £42949. 
■or m Krais' oinBjiozBDBBAtk for detans 


CANON HI-> Cwncmdw with Hi-Fi 
Stereo Sound 
Z2x zoom lens. 

Model UCXIOHi. 

mmaxwxamx. 

VtafiBM* Tta B4U1 BUY WOW PAY 199»r 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 



LEISURE 55on Stotm Gas Cootar 


VALOR 50on Slot -tn Cm Cooker 
Separate oven and ■Bj ~mc »airc 

Model 510. KT!Tilf249pq 

Was £3484* IliAJMfWa 

Was £25949. BUY MOW NUT E MOUTHS lAJBtr 


CRED A soon Slot-In 

Oniilc Cooker ^H^^TsMCpnQ 

■ Double oven. Wm ApA 

■ Sealed plate hob. NPjUrjWM 

Model 49134. ll N Ini * 

Was 206949. Was £36949. 

BUY NOW MY 6 MONTHS LATER* 


MICROWAVES 


■ tl. '. It 


HOTPOINT 124 cu.lt. Mtstnd Plus 

Frost-Free Fridga 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 



EXT RA DISCOUNT 

7/ ^ BJii 


l-OdLlL 
Ibudi Control 

Mtoowave 

Model 295TC Was £173.99. instore Price £10949. 


e80 



PANASONIC u oiit 

Mkruvom with GrllMBMIki p re rri 

■ 800 warn pyf MA 
microwave power. l]Fj|| f 1 fUg, 

■ 1300 wets * 1 ■ 

quartz grill. Model HNK657. Was £19949. 


SANY0 1.1 QLft Mkrowava with 

Convection Oven 

wave. PH 

Model EMD953. WmEmiSSSXgi 
Was £26839. Was £249.99. 


VACUUM 

CLEANERS 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 



IPPITP I 


r-.'.-iiTTiin r... 1 ,. 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 

f.'f.iiiavji 



PCS AND 
PRINTERS 



CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 



ACERhtri»2WMHzMa» 

Tbdwqlogy HMthnet fia PC wWi 

333k Modem BW uif psoct 

■ 16Mb RAMfl.lGb PPfi fiflA 

hard drive. fVi|I|] rlftW 

■ 16-speed CD-ROM Ui4 SSSK 

drive. ■ 15* mofdtor. 

Model AGIOS P200. Was £U89 . Was £1099. 
BUY NOW RAY 9 MONTHS LATER* 


SONY 

Ultra-Compact CD — — ' 
MkraM-Fl HFV 

■ Digital tuner. n 1 1 1 

■ Megabass. UAil 
Model P6K205. Was £15949. 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 


DYSON Dml Cydone Upikpn 


s199 


DYSON Dial Cydone Cyfindar CJeaoer 

■ 1200 watt. |Nsiiu price 

■ Heps filter. AAA 

Model DCB2 AHSOUJTE Kl| ■ g MjW qQ 
Was £27949. K i 

BUY MOW MY 6 MONTHS UOEB* 







EXTRA DISCOUNT 

•m. 



EXTRA DISCOUNT 

s 



t j Jsn?sT!ripi 

Mrsoif 





[100 1 


vl 




PORTABLE & 
PERSONAL CD HI-FI 

E 2 ® 3 ] 


[30 


HITACHI e 

Portable CD System 
■ FM/AM radio. 
■Tone control. 
Model CX1 10. 

Was £7949. . 


:10 


SONY CD FS-A wfth TlimtaMo 

■ MuWpby-playe 
up to 5 CDs. 

■ 120 Mils (RMS per 
channel Model X86. 

WWJ54M9. Was £49943. BUY NOW MY T999T 


;70 RSI 



DISCOUNT 


PANASONIC iriUMoNp 

■Extra bass prsten. 

■ Indudes or 
kit 

Modal SLS221C 

Was £11349. HSE MM SPCAXBtS Jttfsi deaA 


TT7T1 


£30 


the SP^ T 


or* 



MASTERCARE 


Coverplan 


Many of our current prices are Cunys 
lowest ever, find a lower price for the 
same product and offer, complete, new, 
boxed and m stock in a local shop wHhm 

7 days of purchase and we'll match it 

tBUY NOW PAY 1999 

«rmtALI,PNBDUCKOVER<lQO 

WHIM PURCHASED WTO A MASTEBCARE 


WE'LL NEVER BE BEATEN 

up to 5 years emert serene support should your 1 

product ever need repairing. Ask instore for aeta8s. 1 


DEUVBCr 


1 • . 1 r \ * ■•3 1 


7 men A WEEK 

On aver BOO home 
appliances when 
you purchase 
before 4pm. 

48 hour delivery 
available in parts 
of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland 
You an even 
choose morning or 
afternoon delivery 
or take it home 
now. Ask in-store 
for full details. 


n'i. 


MODELS 


‘For exceptional 
value, exclusive to 
DSG Retail Ud. 


INSTANT 

CREDIT 

With Currys Premier 
Advantage Account 
you can take 
advantage of arty 
credit offer in-store. 
Ask for details. 


Ol 



Repairs 7 days a 
week (same day 
wherever possible). 


GAS 


ELECTRIC 


Avail Ale In-store. 


DIGITAL 


All TVs Curry* sen 
are compatible with 
future digital 
technology. 

Subject to the 
purchase of an 
additional digital 
decoder planned for 
launch dining 1998. 


On all free-standing 
gas and electric 
cookers by CORGI 
registered engineer* 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland sod selected 
Scottish stores). 





:MOP5 


0839 517517 
Calls cost 5Qp per 
minute. 


For most large hems 
If you phone before 
10am Monday 10 
Friday and live 
within 10 miles of 
a Cunys store. 


■ rf ■ j t ; l : 


For direct, doorstep 
delivery. Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01M2 888145 
(9am-8pm Mon-Frt, 
9am-530pni Sat 
10anv5pm Sun). 
Delivery charges 
from £3.25. Part 
of DSGRetaHLtd. 


Currys 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
ELECTRICAL STORES 

AH Superstores offer easy parking, late night shopping and Sunday opining. 

Ring 0990 500049 for details, of your nearest store. 

Written quotations from Currys, Dept MK, Henrel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7TG. 
Currys are licensed credit brokers. Ask irwtore for details 


tBUY NOW PAY 

UP TO 

12 MONTHS LATER 




WATCH OUT FOR OUR 
VOUCHER SPECIALS! 



Look out for the spedal voudwr savings on safectad products throughout thh adwthamant. SferqMy take Ws advert to 
any Currys Store to daim your tfismunt. On* voudwr saving per purchase. Some voucher offais am an alternative ® 
existing trade-in offers. Not for use wttii other offers. Branch use only. Discount using Code 4 (Head Office offer). 
HUfUTYl These voudwr price* vaW only unta Wedn es day. 21st January 1998. 
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Mystery of couple who never came back from shopping 

R! ;V5l> vr*»-.:.. ■ ^^m^npHminHn 

tLlfir-'p- ~v- ” *•—.'• ’ • 






andPoiice 





j^Rsas^ “asss™* 

Wj* *-Mwor RomL Aberfovte . • 


The village of Aberfbyle 
(right), where Roddy and 
Ann Marie Aitken lived 
when their disappearance 
before Christmas 
prompted a big police 
search (left). Their 
daughter, also named 
Ann Marie (below), does 
not hold out much hope 
that her parents are still 
alive 

Photographs: Tom Ptlston 
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Road, Aberfovfc 
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Helicopters, frogmen and dozens 
: of police officers are involved in a 
massive hunt for a couple who 
disappeared 30 days 
ago while out shopping. 

Jason Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent, went to Scotland 
to try to unravel the mystery. 


Roddy and Ann Marie Aitken seemed to 
> have a lot to live for. Christmas was com- 
ing and they were about to spend two weeks 
with their 13-year-old son, Roddy, in 
Cyprus catching some winter sun. 

They were, says their other child, Ann 
MaritS who turned 20 this week, loving par- 
ents who thought the world of their fami- 
fy. Chi 18 December they drove the 25 miles 
■ from their home in the tiny town of Aber- 
foyie, in central Scotland, to a Glasgow sub- 
urb to deliver Christmas cards to Roddy 
senior's parents, Jessie and Archie. 

Shortly afterwards they spoke to their 
daughter and a friend on their mobile phone 
to say they would be returning in an hour 
or so. Ann Marie recalled' “They said they 
were still doing some shopping and 
wouldn't be back for a while. We didn't talk 
long -mobiles are so expensive. “I got wor- 
ried the next day but I didn’t want to tele- 
phone anyone in case they just turned up. 

“I kept thinking they would be back to- 


morrow. I thought they must come home 
for Christmas Day. My wee brother went 
to his friends for Christmas. I sat here with 
my boyfriend and waited for the phone to 
ring." She waited until Boxing Day - eight 
days after the disappearance - before her 
grandparents persuaded her to get the po- 
lice involved. Speaking at the family home, 
where she is staying with her brother, she 
added: “I don’t think they will be coming 
home now, its been a month without a trace 
- its just too long." 

For the past fortnight a huge search op- 
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Savers. 


Spencer rebuffed 
over privacy law 
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SEAT RACK iTVJ IN ECOPOxA. 



■ Rjr world beating offeis, that include all raxes, call us bv- 

• 28 January on 01293 747245. Or contact your local travel agent. 

• virgin atlantic tjJ 


" * h 1 ; 


»* Owbound 

' 'jjn^a«lal^0mn!siriatoram«. 


The European 
Commission of Human 
Rights yesterday barred 
Earl Spencer from 
pursuing a privacy case 
involving his former wife. 
Lord Spencer had 
claimed UK law does not 
protect him from press 
intrusion. Michael Streeter, 
Legal Affairs 

Correspondent, considers 
the implications. 


The decision by Lord Spencer 
to go to the Human Rights 
Commission in Strasbourg was 
taken two years ago but yes- 
terday's hearing seemed to 
come with impeccable timing. 

It foDowed a mov e by the 
Government to incorporate the 
Convention on Human Rights 
into UK law, the death of Lord 
Spencer’s sister Diana, Princess 
of Whies, and the recent lurid 
coverage of the Earl's divorce 
case. His case was that despite 
a Press Cprc'pfamrs Commission 
condemnation of intrusive re- 
porting three years ago of him 
and his then wife, Victoria 
Lockwood. British law gives 
him no effective remedy against 
the offending newspaper. 

Although the PCC can. and 
did, condemn a newspaper for 

intrusion — in this case the 
A’ch'j of the World - it cannot 
force compensation, nor can 
it prevent publication of an 
offending article. 

Bur yesterday's quick rejec- 
tion by the European Com- 


mission of the Earl and Ms 
Lockwoods application - which 
came as a surprise to some 
lawyers - means that any 
emerging law of privacy Britain 
will depend on domestic judges. 
After a few hours' deliberation, 
the commission ruled that the 
case should not go before the 
European Court of Human 
Rights. 

In theory, had the case gone 
to the European Court, a judg- 
ment against the Government 
would have forced ministers to 
bring in a statutory law of pri- 
vacy giving victims the right to 
damages and in some circum- 
stances the right to stop dam- 
aging stories from being 
published. Ministers, however, 
who said they were “satisfied" 
with yesterday's decision, have 
said they have no such plans. 

The future of a privacy law 
now hangs on the decision of the 
Government to incorporate the 
human rights convention into 
British law. 

The Lord Chancellor. Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, has accepted 
that this is likely to lead to a 
judge-made law of privacy' 
though both media and lawyers 
alike are concerned that this 
could lead to a haphazard de- 
velopment of the law. 

Dan Tench, a media lawyer 
for the London firm Lovell 
White Durranusaid the ruling 
did not mean there would be no 
judge-made privacy law, simply 
that it would not come from 
Strasbourg. “It seems the view 
of the commission is that it is 
for individual nations to balance 
the competing interests of free- 
dom of the press and privacy.” 




eration has been taking place among 
forest -covered peaks and along miles of 
twisting road amid some of Scotland’s most 
stunning countryside. Interpol and police 
forces throughout Britain have also been 
alerted. 

But so far no bodies have been found, 
□o burnt-out wreckage discovered, no tell- 
tale skid marks or car roof staring up from 
the bottom of a loch. 

The Cyprus holiday, which had been 
paid for with £1,000 cash and was their first 
foreign trip in six years, remains unused, 
and the couple's bank accounts are un- 
touched. 

Rumours of underworld connections 
and contract killings have surfaced but de- 
tectives believe they are fantasy. 

The police are baffled. Surely the bod- 
ies would have been found by now if it was 
an accident, and why would they run away 
at Christmas? Was this a murder or 
missing-persons inquiry? Were they look- 
ing for one or two people? Nothing makes 1 
sense. 

As part of the detective work the hunt ; 
for the two 3S-year-oIds shifted yesterday i 
to London, where the family lived before 
moving to Aberfoylc seven years ago. The 
six-year stint down south in Fulham and lat- 
er Sutton, in Surrey, where Roddy worked 
as a roofer, was the only time the family 
ventured out of Scotland. 

Brought up amid the violent, sprawling 
Glasgow council estates of Drumchapei in 


the north-west of the city, Roddy and Ann 
Marie started dating at school, were mar- 
ried at 18 and parents a year later. 

As a child Roddy was taken to the 
Trossachs, a wild, beautiful land of steep- 
sided glens, snowy peaks and dark lochs, 
about 35 miles north of the Glasgow estates. 
When a chance came to swap their Lon- 
don council flat for one in safe and unex- 
citing Aberfbyle, Perthshire, he grasped it. 

But the Glaswegians did not fit into the 
small, close community. For one thing the 
parents did not work, relying mainly on ben- 
efits, and a disability allowance from a car 
accident in which Roddy injured his leg. 
Then there was the drinking. Roddy was 
barred from several pubs in the town af- 
ter a number of alcohol-fuelled fights and 
arguments. 

Neighbours said that they were “friend- 
ly enough", “no trouble really”, “kept 


themselves to themselves", while one com- 
mented: “They were still quite new - sev- 
en years is a short time in Aberfoyle*'. They 
did most of their socialising in their old 
Glasgow haunts. On several occasions 
Roddy drove home along the back roads' 
after having one too many. 

In the past fortnight hundreds of miles 
of forest tracks have been meticulously 
searched by the police in case their blue 
MuuAafl Astra slipped over the edge on, that 
December night. 

So far the only clues are a 7pm sight- 
ing of them at an Asda store just outside 
Glasgow shortly after the visit to Roddy’s 
parents, and the calls to a friend and to their 
daughter. 

Shortly after the police went public a 
tabloid newspaper claimed the disappear- 
ance was linked to underworld connections. 
Police investigations have shown this is al- 


most certainly nonsense. Roddy was ap- 
parently considered a “'Ned" - a ducker and 
diver. But be was not known by Glasgow’s 
criminal community and with a handful of 
convictions for minor drink-related offences 
it was hardly the stuff of The Godfather. 

The officer in charge of case. Detective 
Chief Superintendent, John Ogg, said: 
“There are no indications whatsoever that 
there are drug barons or underworld 
enforcers involved." 

He added: “There seems to be a piece 
of the jigsaw missing. We feel there is some- 
one, or some people with vital information 
they are withholding." 

So are the police looking for a killer or 
runaways or both? As one officer indicat- 
ed, we may never know: ‘'This area is very 
hostile for anyone looking for a body, es- 
pecially if hidden. You could search for 
years and find nothing." 
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you don't want to pay... 


—SO thorn's po need to. At First Direct, the UK’S 
leading 24 hour telephone bank, everyday banking 
transactions are free, even if you're overdrawn. 
We also give you a £250 overdraft facility free of 
any fees, because we appreciate that from time to 
time you may need a little flexibility. 


you don’t want a closed bank... 


-so we’ve newer dosed. Wa are open 24 hours a 
day ' 365 ^ a Y ear - Bank with us by telephone and 
w you can call from anywhere in the UK at anytime for 
the cost of a local call. Which means no long treks to 
[ the high street and no queuing either. 


you don't want hassle getting cash.. 


-so we give vou the First Direct Card. This allows you to 
withdraw up to £500 a day from more than 13,500 cash machines 
across the UK, including those of Midland, it also guarantees your 
cheques for £100 and lets you pay by Switch. Paying in is just as 
easy - at any Midland or direct to us by post 


you don't want hassle paying bills... 


...so wejaav bills for you. Simply call us, toil us who to pay, how 
much and when. This way you can easily organise everything to 
suit you best, then forget it - we'll make all the arrangements. 


you don’t want poor service... 


...so we make sure you never get it. Every call Is answered 
by our friendly and professional Banking Representatives, 
who will deal immediately with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And they are supported by specialists ready to help 
with all of your more complex banking requirements. 


you don’t want to have to shop around... 


„- 3<? _we_rogKe. sura . w u..d Pn S-iHmg._to, You have access 
to a comprehensive range of direct banking services. 
These include a fee free Visa Card, a range of saving and 
borrowing opportunities, a no gimmicks home finance service, 
along with insurance and travel services too. 


you don’t want h3ssle moving... 


...so we make It simple to open rm transfer your 
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8/POLITICS 


On yer bike offer evokes Tebbit memories 


Norman Tebbit's controversial advice for 
the jobless to get on their bikes, as his fa- 
ther had once done in the hunt for elusive 
employment, could become reality for 
hundreds of jobless people in Cornwall. 

The Employment Service is reviewing 
the transport problems faced by long- 
term unemployed people living in remote 
areas, and a Commons committee was told 
by a senior official this week that bicycles 
could be made available where no public 
transport options were viable. 

The Government's New Deal pro- 
gramme for unemployed people, aged 18 
to 24 and out of work for more than six 
months, was launched in Cornwall on 5 Jan- 
uary. with a target of helping 900 people 
into work. A further project, to help 2,950 
people aged 25 or over, out of work for 
longer than 12 months, will be started in 
June as part of the £3-5bn Welfare to Work 
programme. 

An Employment Service spokeswoman 
said jobless people were being consulted on 
the problems they faced getting to and from 
potential workplaces, and a report was ex- 
pected by next month. 

— Anthony Bevins 



Blair snubs Brown 
over chairing 
welfare committee 


■*. . 

• * • 


The Prime Minister has 
snubbed Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, with a 
decision to stop him 
chairing the new 
ministerial group on 
welfare reform. 

Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on a frost 
in Downing Street 
relations. 


Pedal power: Tony Blair and other EU leaders taking time out during last year's Amsterdam summit 
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icy area — and John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister 
is noL But Tony Blair has 
ordered that whenever he can- 
not attend, bis place as chair- 
man is to be taken by Mr 
Prescott 

An informed government 
source told The Independent 
yesterday that the unusual 
decision to keep Mr Brown 
out of the chair was quite 
deliberate, and an indication of 
the annoyance felt by No 10 
over Mr Brown’s recent 
conduct. 

While Mr Blair has made 
light of the new biography of the 
Chancellor, in which it is made 
dear that Mr Brown feels 
“betrayed” by Mr Blair’s 
decision to stand for the 
leadership in 1994, in breach of 
an alleged private pact, 
the Prime Minister's dose 
friends are dismayed at what 
is seen as a display of poor 
judgement. 

The biography, written by 
Paul Routledge, Political Cor- 
respondent of The Independent 
on Sunday, says Mr Brown be- 
lieves he could have beaten Mr 
Blair, but that he dedded to 
stand aside out of a self -sacri- 
ficial sense of duty to the 
party. 

The Prime Minister has said 
publicly that there was no pact, 
and his supporters say it is non- 
sense to argue that Mr Brown 
could have beaten Mr Blair 
in 1994: history is being re- 
written - 

More damagingly, however, 
there is a strong feeling inside 
No 10 that Mr Brown is actively 
engaged in a campaign to suc- 
ceed Mr Blair as leader - even 
though there is do vacancy- and 
tha t campaign is damag in g the 
Chancellor’s ability to work as 
part of the ministerial team. 

One authoritative source 
told The Independent , that the 
Prime Minister had a very high 
regard for Mr Brown, and still 


regards him as a friend, bu t hi? 
involvement in the biogra]pfc£ 
and his contribution to the_ 
dfbade over lone parents' ben- 
efit had raised a doubt about his 
judgement. The sooner Mr.. 
Brown and his colleagues, 
“settled down”, the better. ^ 

Yesterday, the Prime Min- 
ister maintained the theme: 
of his campaign for welfare 
reform with a reassurance 
that any change would “work 
with Lhe grain of the British 
people”. 

Mr Blair said in an interview, 
with the BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme that there was a 
continuing manifesto commit- 
ment to the universal state-pen- 
sion, which would be uprated in 
line with prices. 

But he would not rule out a 
consideration of the future 
place of the state pension in the 
welfare system for the 1 future^ 
adding: *Tm not going to spec- 
ulate on whal is going to be hr 
25 years until we’re ready to 
come out with proposals upon 
it.” ■;•••' 

A government source said 
that should not be taken as a 
threat to abolish the state pen- 
sion, any more than a 
suggestion of public-private 
partnership on welfare should 
be interpreted as a threat to in- 
troduce compulsory second 
pensions - even for those who 
could not afford them. 

The next stage of the pro- 
gramme, following considera- 
tion by the ministerial group, 
and a round-table review by the 
full Cabinet will be publication 
of a Green Paper drafted by 
Frank Field, minister for welfare 
reform. 

Within the principles set out 
in that paper - and subject to 
further public consultation - de- 
tailed proposals would then 
begin to emerge over the com- 
ing year on the various specif- 
ic issues, like pensions and 
family benefits. 


Gulf veterans give 
back medals in 
protest over illness 


In a poignant 
demonstration of their 
disgust at how they have 
been treated since the 
Guff War, dozens of men 
who fought against 
Saddam Hussein will 
today hand back their 
campaign medals. Ion 
Burrell reports on how 
time is running out for 
many of the veterans of 
Operation Desert 
Storm. 


The veterans will march slow- 
ly down Whitehall from Trafal- 
gar Square before banding back 
their medals one by one on the 
steps of the headquarters of the 
Ministry of Defence. 

The protest by upwards of 50 
veterans, which coincides with 
the seventh anniversary of the 
end of the Gulf War, is expect- 
ed to attract worldwide media 
interest, with camera crews 
from Russia and America 
among those in attendance. 

The veterans said yesterday 
that although the medals were 
important to them, they need- 
ed to make a gesture which 
would make the public aware of 
their plight. 

Tony Flint, of the National 
Gulf Veterans and Famili es As- 
sociation (NGVFA), said that 
veterans were now dying at the 
rate of two a month. 

During the war the troops 
were exposed to a multitude of 
chemicals in the form of vacci- 
nations, anti-chemical warfare 
tablets, pesticide sprays and 
possibly the fallout from a de- 
stroyed Iraqi chemical weapons 
dump. 

Among the symptoms they 
report are cancers, chronic fa- 
tigue syndrome, nervous disor- 
ders and depression. Many have 
committed suicide. 

Mr Flint said: “We are dis- 
gusted and frustrated at the lack 
of practical help we are given. 


■ Handing back the medals is the 
only way we can think of to high- 
light our situation. Nothing like 
this has happened before." 

He added: “We were proud 
to receive the campaign medals 
but some of the other guys 
have already had to sell theirs 
off to make ends meet.” 

A letter will be presented to 
the MoD, complaining at the 
treatment of all British ser- 
vicemen after they leave the 
armed forces. 

Tomorrow veterans will lay 
wreaths at the Cenotaph in re- 
membrance of comrades who 
died during the conflict and 1 60 
wooden crosses will be left in 
memory of the veterans known 
ty the NGVFA to have died 
since the war. 

The veterans' concerns that 
they were not being given 
enough support increased last 
week with the news that a 
leading Scottish scientist had 
been forced to turn to the 
American billionaire Ross Per- 
ot to fund his research into 
Gulf War illnesses. 

Dr Goran Jamal, a consul- 
tant at the Institute of Neuro- 
logical Sciences at Glasgow’s 
Southern General Hospital, has 
been unable to continue his 
much-valued work due to lack 
of government funding. He 
turned to Mr Perot because he 
had financed other Gulf War Al- 
ness research in America. 

British-based research into 
the conditions of the veterans 
is not expected to be ready for 
another two years. 

The MoD insisted yesterday 
that the issue was being taken 
very seriously and that all was 
being done to try to help those 
who are iiL 

A spokesman said: “The 
medals will be received with sad- 
ness. We realise that if people 
are going to make this gesture 
they don’t do so lightly. 

“We are keen to meet them 
but feel they are pushing at an 
open door, because, the de- 
partment feels it is doing as 
much as it can. It’s a shame.” 
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Grants freeze 
pushes arts 
companies to 
the edge 


Arts companies were 
yesterday said to be “on 
the edge of survival” as 
the Arts Council 
announced its grants for 
the coming year. David 
Lister, Arts News Editor, 
examines the figures and 
finds that they are not 
quite as bad as had been 
feared. 


The outgoing Arts Council 
chairman. Lord Gowrie, yester- 
day condemned “the worst rev- 
enue crisis of my adult lifetime.” 

However, despite the dra- 
matic words, the vast majority 
of arts companies received 
standstill grants rather than 
the big cuts that had been 
feared. And changes to National 
Lottery regulations mean that 
lottery money will shortly be 
able to be used for ann ual rev- 
enue funding in the arts. 

The latest round of standstill 
grants are the culmination of 
five yeans without an increase in 
funds from the Government to 
the Arts Council, m eaning it has 
lost £34m in real terms. 

In one interesting aside. 
Lord Gowrie accused the Trea- 
sury of still “taking revenge on 
David MeBor” refer ring to the 
time when Mr Mellor was a 
Treasury minis ter and, accord- 
ing to Lord Gowrie, actually 
persuaded an arts minister to 
ask for more money. 

Lord Gowrie said: “The 
vengeance is almost Sicilian. I 
hope Sir Terence Burns [the 
Treasury permanent secretaiyj 
has got over that period of ire.” 

Questions also remain about 
some of the organisations the 
Arts Council funds. It gives 
the literary periodical, the Lon- 
don Review Of Books , £28,104. 
Asked why a commercial jour- 
nal, on sale in the high streets. 


should be funded by the tax- 
payer, Lord Gowrie replied: 
“It's a knotty question, that. 
There's a problem that many 
publications are in the bands of 
commercial organisations. But 
the LRB does advance the 
cause of literature.” 

In the new set of grants, the 
big, nationally funded compa- 
nies suffered worse from the 
£1.5m cut, from £1 86.1m to 
£1 84.6m, as the Arts Council 
Lightened its belL 

The South Bank Board, Roy- 
al Ballet, Birmingham Royal 
Ballet and Royal Opera all lost 
cash as their multi-million grants 
were too substantial to be spared 
the cuts, the Arts Council said. 

More than £112,000 has 
been trimmed from the South 
Bank Board’s £13 allocation. 
£100,000 from the Royal Ballet's 
£6-56m, £54,720 from the Birm- 
ingham Royal Bailer's £5.47m, 
£31,200 from the English Na- 
tional Ballet. £9.800 from the 
Northern Ballet Theatre and 
£39,970 from the Royal Opera 
company's £7. 99m. But most 
arts organisations will get the 
same in cash terms as last year, 
and some organisations will get 
slightly more. 

The debt-ridden English Na- 
tional Opera escapes cuts be- 
cause of a stabilisation plan, and 
the National Theatre (£1 1 . 1 m ) 
and Royal Shakespeare Theatre 
(£S.47m) also have standstill 
funding. 

Acting secretary general 
Graham Devlin said: “Although 
we hope the forthcoming 
changes to the lottery rules will 
allow more flexibility for the arts 
funding system, they will not 
solve all our problems.” 

The Arts Council would car- 
ry out a review into the organ- 
isations it supported and its 
funding methods, he said. “Most 
of the companies on the list are 
in very grave difficulties and are 
right at the edge of survival. 



Ministers face 
crunch over 
funds for Tube 


London Underground 
needs money 
desperately. But 
months of Whitehall 
wrangling has 
produced nothing. 
Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport 
Correspondent, 
examines the lemming 
clash between John 
Prescott and Gordon 
Brown. 


With (wo forthcoming White 
Papers, on transport and the 
capital’s future government, 
a decision on the Tube can- 
not be delayed. 

The Tube, which ferries 
more than 1.6 million people 
every day, is falling apart 
and in dire need of cash. Next 
year it will receive £3 00m for 
its “core” operations. That is 
£50m short of the amount 
needed just to stop the roL 
To clear the “investment 
backlog”, the service needs 
more than £J bn. 

With no public cash avail- 
able, three sets of city experts 
have been drafted in to help 
solve the problem of how to 
inject private capital into the 
-TUbe. John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister 
whose brief cavers transport, 
hired Price Waterhouse to 
find an answer. The accoun- 
tants recommended splitting 
the infrastructure into four 
pahs and selling 51 per cent 
stakes to the private sector. 

Mr Prescott disagreed. 
He had in mind two options. 
One would be to relax the 
Treasury borrowing require- 
ments - allowing a public sec- 
tor Tube to borrow money 
from the City without adding 
to the national debt. As the 
public seetorbody makes an 
operating profit of £170m a 


year, it has the money to bor- 
row with. Other cities - no- 
tably New York - use this 
method to fund subway 
schemes, but Lhe Treasury is 
not impressed 

Another Prescott plan 
was to lease all the infra- 
structure - the tunnels and 
the tracks - to one company 
for 30 years. The only firm big 
enough handle that large a 
contract is Rail track, which 
offered ministers a minority 
stake in the company in 
return. 

Geoffrey Robinson, the 
TTeasury minister dealing 
with Mr Prescott, turned to 
four big businessmen. They 
advised Mr RobinsoD to split 
the Underground infra- 
structure into three compa- 
nies and franchise them and 
the train operators - such as 
the Victoria Line - to the pri- 
vate sector. Mr Prescott is un- 
likely to wear this. 

Lazards. the merchant 
bank hired by LU, has come 
op with an analysis to bury ar- 
guments that advocate any 
break-up. The bankers in- 
stead propose either a pri- 
vatised monopoly or a public 
one that operates “on com- 
mercial terras". 

Meanwhile, Downing 
Street appears ready to “bash 
heads together”. Geoff Nor- 
ris, the No 10 policy adviser on 
transport, opposes state con- 
trol and favours a quick sell- 
off A decision has been slated 
for the end of this month. 

Any move to sell-off the 
underground will anger the 
unions. Jimmy Knapp, gen- 
eral secretary of the Rail 
Maritime and Transport 
Union, said: ~J find it aston- 
ishing that when the media is 
full of stories condem n i n g 
privatised rail services. Trea- 
sury officials are advocating 
the same policy' for London 
Underground. It makes ab- 
solutety no sense.” 


Point taken: Regional 
and national ballet 
companies were 
among those to suffer 
cuts as a result of the 
Arts Council’s revenue 
crisis 

Photograph: Laurie Lewis 
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. FIXED UNTIL 1 "WA.RCH apdo. • 
MINIMUM £20,000 LOAN- APPLES 


You'd better get your skates on 
because, at Alliance & Leicester our 


rates have come down. 


We are currently offering market 
leading fixed rates, and they'll sell 


like hot cakes. 


2 year fixed 4.75% - 4.9% APR . 

3 year fixed 6.35% - 6.6% APR . 


■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 

http:// wwvv. all ia n ce - ! e i ceste r. co . u k 


• 5 year fixed 6.75% - 7,0% APR . 

To find out more, whizz down to 
your meal Alliance & Leicester branch 
(the shop on the High Street with 
the large crowd outside) or cal! 

0800 412 214 for more information. 

But don't delay. Remember: The early 
bird catches the worm (yum, yum). 
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For world beating offers, that indude all taxes, cal] us by - 
28 January on OJ293747245. Or contact your local travel agent 

virgin atlantic 


p&o 


European Ferries 

BRITAIN’S No. I FERRY COMPANY 


Offer subject r 0 availability. 


Ta*s aw sutyea n ctiaqje due id cuBBicy eootcnta. Lor Angers *a» £Z£tex» ££UKL 
Book by 38 January BW. Outbound bad by 31 Mat* 0» 

Unitad a>«ttabflty Other cearirtjoos apply. 
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WAY WE LIVE 


Oldest mother brings 


media circus to quiet; 


corner 


Room with a view: Elizabeth Buttle’s farmhouse in Cwmann village. She has taken refuge with her daughter Photograph: Wales News and Pictures 


Somehow woodcarver 
Nancy Hemming had 
managed to miss out on 
ail the gossip. Richard _ 
Smith visited her hilltop 
cottage overlooking the 
ruggedly beautiful sheep 
farming village Cwmann 
in west Wales, which just 
happens to be the home 
of Elizabeth Buttle, 
Britain’s oldest mum. 


Since it was revealed that a 60- 
year-old farmer had given birth 
two months ago to a boy called 
Joe - nicknamed “Skippy" - 
tongues have been wag ging as 


BOOK NOW f OR £98 BffORt YOU MISS IHf BOAI. 

Book and pay before 31st March for our best offer of 1998. Just £98 buys a return ticket 
for travel at any time during 1998 (price includes car, driver and up to 8 passengers). 
W’ hether it’s winter sports, an Easter break, or a relaxing 2 week summer holiday, go with 
P&O European Ferries between Dover and Calais and save up to £122 on our peak 
standard brochure fares. Fancy a short break? Our 5 day return fare is only £50, a mere 
drop in the ocean. Give us a call now on 0990 980 980, from 07.30-22.30, 7 days a week. 


□ever before and Cwmann has 
become a far-flung scenic 
setting for the latest media 
frenzy. 

But Nancy Hemming had re- 
mained blissfully unaware, un- 
til yesterday.. “Oh well, that's 
nice," she said. “I don’t have a 
television and I don't read the 
papers. I just listen to Radio 
Four so I hadn’t heard anything 
about it. But I think she must 
have an amazing amount of 
courage to start having children 
again at 60.” 

Birth is always a prime top- 
ic on everyone's lips in Cwmann 
at this time of year. But the talk 
is usually about the offspring 
thousands of speckle-faced ewes 
will produce when lambing gets 
into hill swing during March. 

Red kites and buzzards still 
soar above the hilltops but most 
of the rain-sodden fields are de- 
serted because farmers hove put 
their flocks indoors to protect 
them from the worst ravages of 
winter. 

Villagers struggled to re- 
member the last time Cwmann 
hit the headlines: a Land-Rover - 
was used in a ram-raid at the lo- 
cal garage and an RAF jet 
crashed imn a nearby mountain. 
But the biggest scandal in- 
volved a local former who was 
jailed for sexual activities with 
a donkey and some pigs. 

Cwmann (pop 600) stands 
950 feet above sea level and 
boasts a primary school, a village 
post office and four pubs. Most 
people find work on the forms, 
at a large slaughter house in 
nearby Llanbydder, or at the 
Hght industrial units in Lampeter. 

Yesterday, Elizabeth Buttle 
was still staying out of the lime- 
light at her 40-year-old daugh- 
ter Belinda Pleavin's home four 
miles away. But a member of 
her family claimed she had sold 
her stoiy to the News of the 
World for £100,000. 

She keeps horses, cattle and 
sheep on die 97-acre spread 
Her grandson, Nick Pleavin, 19, 
said: “The baby has complete- : 
ly changed my gran's life. She 
is much jollier now. 

“The baby sleeps in the bed ! 
with her. She started off breast- : 
feeding him but he drinks milk j 
from a bottle now. He is quite 
chubby and doesn’t ay much, j 
His hair started off blonde but 
it’s going a bit ginger now. j 
“She is very proud of Joey 1 
and shows him off to everyone, s 
He has a little yellow teddy bear I 
in his cot which my gran bought i 


him-for Christmas. AltjWi|§£ 
I’m bis node he is jusi!ikfcVf|| 
tie brother to me.. : ■. 

“My- youngest . brcrth|| 
Matthew is five ami mum 
given gran the babyg^ms W; 
wore when he was litttoii&Ea^iv 
is a hard worker who haS'^^K-^ 
ed all her life- She was qff&nxF 
a k>tof money by the paper ang: 
you can do what you like wiflr 
thar. 

“1 know she wants. tcFg^t 
laser treatment for her eyesm 
Russia which will cost her 
£3,000.” ' A-. . 

There -was no sign of the; 
baby’s father, Peter Rawstrom, 
58, who runs a fodder mer-’ 
chants business with bis wife 
Vera, 56 - mother of his four 
other chil dren - from their 
home in Llangybi. five miles 
from Cwmann. 

But the reporters, photog- 
raphers and television crews, 
who have made their base at the 
Tafam Jen inn on the ed!ge of 
the village, were still looking. 


Elizabeth Buttle: Very 
proud of baby Joe 


Judith and Tom Newman, 
who moved from Croydodayear 
ago when they bought the pub, 
said it had made their week. 

“Some days we can sit here 
for five hours in winter and take 
78p but on "Wednesday our tak- 
ings were £300,” said Mrs 
Newman. “Nobody believed 
Liz was pregnant at first Some 
people knew and others didn’t 
People were thinking, is she or 
isn’t she. 

“Liz has always been a very 
private person and an extremely 
hard worker. I admire her. As 
a woman on your own you have 
to be tough to run a hill farm 
and have a smart baby.” 
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Trial halted as rape 
case girl breaks down 


% mm 


Trial of strength: Richard Branson (left) and Guy Snowden arriving at the High Court for yesterday's hearing Photographs: Kari Prouse 


A 1 0-year-old girl allegedly raped 
and indecently assaulted by a 
gang of classmates repeatedly 
broke down yesterday during the 
Old Bailey trial of the four boys 
she claims attacked her. 

Giving evidence over a video 
link on the second day of the hear- 
ing, she became increasingly 
distressed and tired amid cross- 
examination by lawyers defending 
the schoolboys. 

At one stage, while being ques- 
tioned by Steven Kay QC about 
the alleged incident at their Lon- 
don primary school in May last 
year, she began sobbing uncon- 
trollably. The hearing was 
adjourned several times to allow 
her to have a break. 

She was told by the judge, Mrs 
Justice Bracewell: “I don't want 
you to get upset. Mr Kay and oth- 
ers have to ask questions and I am 
here to see the questions are 
lair. If they are not I’ll stop them. 

“I know it may be upsetting 
for you when sometimes you are 
asked about something you don't 
agree about. Try not to get 
upset." 

The two 10-year-old boys 
standing trial at the Old Bailey for 
allegedly raping the girl, then 
aged nine, are believed to be the 
youngest-ever rape defendants 
in Britain. They are also accused 
with two other boys, aged lOand 


11, of indecently assaulting the 
girl. 

The prosecution case is that 
they dragged her into lavatories 
at their school, forcibly stripped 
her and then fondled her before 
three boys took it in turns to rape 
her as the others looked on and 
laughed. 

A third bey alleged to have 
raped her could not be prosecut- 
ed as he was nine at the time and 
under the age of criminal re- 
sponsibility. 

At the start of yesterday’s 
bearing, the girl told the court she 
had previously been raped and 
sexually attacked by a group of 
men in Jamaica. She said she was 
raped in the home of a man and 
three of his friends before she 
came to England four years ago. 
She spoke haltingly as she began 
her evidence. 

She was being cared for by her 
aunt and grandmother in Jamaica 
while her mother was in England. 

The court was not told bow old 
the girl was at the time, but she 
said she was not attending school 
when a neighbour, aged about 30, 
took her to his bouse and raped 
and beat her. 

She said* “He looked like he 
was mad." 

Mr Kay, defending one of the 
boys, said: “Did the man harm 
you?" Looking down, the girl 


whispered: “Yes, sometimes. 
Sometimes be took girls to his 
house " 

Asked what the man did, she 
said* “He got his friends and they 
hurt us and after they hurt us he 
beat us and be hurt us with his fin- 
ger and he slapped us round Lbe 
face. He hit and hit us and beat 
us with sticks." 

When it was repeatedly sug- 
gested by counsel that she had 
made the rape allegation up she 
said: “I told you everything I 
know and everything I remember 
and everything I did.” 

She told the jury: “I don’t 
make up stories." 

The accused sat with their le- 
gal teams and their families. One 
of the boys occupied the time dur- 
ing much of the cross-examination 
of his alleged victim by using a le- 
gal notepad to sketch reporters 
taking down the girl’s evidence. 
Another sucked his thumb. 

Hie morning session was ad- 
journed early after ihe girl told the 
court: “I am getting upset because 
I am tired." 

The girl again broke down 
just minutes after the court re- 
sumed for the afternoon. 

Just 15 min utes into the ses- 
sion. the girl began crying, saying: 
“I'm tired." 

The trial was adjourned until 
Monday. 


My reputation is everything, 
Branson tells libel jury 


Richard Branson told the High 
Court in London yesterday that 
he had brought his Hbel action 
because of the millions of peo- 
ple who put their trust in hira. 

The 47-year-old entrepre- 
neur, who is suing a director of 
Camelot over an alleged bribe 
in the race to win the UK lot- 
tery franchise, said that in life 
“all you have is your reputation 
both personalty and in business”. 

“In business I have literally 
millions of people who put 
their trust in me every year, who 
put their lives with me in flying 
on planes and going on trains 
and who invest their money with 
us. And [ think, people have to 
trust you. If there's ever any 
question mark over your in- 
tegrity, I t hink it’s very impor- 
tant that one defends that." 

Mr Branson is suing Guy 
Snowden, the head of US lot- 
tery company Glech - which 
holds 22 per cent of Camelot - 
and its PR director, Robert 


Rendine, for claiming he made 
the bribery allegation when he 
knew there was insufficient ev- 
idence to support it. 

Mr Snowden. 52, is alleged 
to have made the offer at a lunch 
at Mr Branson's home in Hol- 
land Park, west London, in Sep- 
tember 1993 in an attempt to get 
the Virgin boss to withdraw his 
consortium's rival bid. 

For his part, he is suing Mr 
Branson for making the alle- 
gation on a BBC Panorama 
programme in December 1995. 

Mr Branson told Mr Justice 
Morland and the jury that the 
litigation was not another “"Vir- 
gin product" aimed at com- 
mercial profit or publicity. 
“There is nothing to gain except 
getting the truth out." 

He had issued his writs be- 
cause he bad been accused of 
being a liar “in the strongest 
possible terms". And he added: 
“J thought that was unpleasant 
and quite hurtful”. 


Advertise ment 


Cross examined by Richard 
Ferguson QC, for Mr Snowden, 
Mr Branson denied that he 
had “embellished" his account 
of what he claimed Mr Snow- 
den had said to him in order to 
strengthen his case. 

“There’s nothing that needs 
strengthening in this case. I do 
not embellish things." 

Mr Ferguson suggested that 
by the time the litigation was 
launched. Mr Branson had re- 
alised that the account of the 
conversation which he had writ- 
ten in a notebook on the day of 
the lunch was capable of a per- 
fectly innocent explanation. 

Mr Branson replied: “l had 
no difficulty whatsoever in re- 
membering the words that Mr 
Snowden told me at that lunch. 
It was not every day that you got 
attempted to be bribed. 

“I was absolutely and utter- 
ly clear about what Mr Snow- 
den was saving to me." 

The case continues. 


Bonus Postal Account. Rates of up to 
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Thinking of buying a 
computer? 


Computers are playing an 
increasingly important part in our 
Jives. But how much should you 
pay Jar a system? And bow do you 
know a PC will suit your needs? 
Help is at hand! Practical, 
straightforward and reliable. The 
Which? Guide to Computers 
explains all tbe jargon. It’s ideal 
for home users and small 
businesse s ali ke and takes you. 

Essential 
reading for 
landlords 
and tenants 

Thinking. -of letting your 
property? Unsure of your rights 
as a tenant? Then get help 
with the Which ? Guide to Renting 
and Letting. 

Whether you are renting or 
letting a house, flat ot room, you 
need to be aware of your legal 
rights, the financial implications 
of' the. agreement and the 
practicalities of the landlord/ 
tenant relationship. And this 
concise, accessible book could 
help you avoid possible pitfalls, 
as well as save you time, money 
and potentially costly legal 
adioitrtqo. 

For landlords there’s advice on 


step by step, through the buying 
process. 

Using real-Jrfe situations to 
highlight common problems, it 
tells you • what computers can 
do for you and/or vour business 

• how to avoid costly mistakes, 
and select sensibly-priced 
hardware and software that 
won't be instantly obsolete • how- 
to calculate the true cost of a 
system • how to get cost-effective 
user support and maintenance 

• why ‘latest’ doesn’t always 
mean 'best' • how to ensure you 


buy what you need - and not whai 
the salespeople u jnt to sell you 
• and much more besides! 

This fact-packed book from 
Which? gives independent, 
unbiased advice and is essential 
reading for anyone planning to 
buy a computer, or who wants to 
get the most from their existing 
system. 

The Which? Guide to Computers 
costs just £10.99 (P&P FREEj. so 
why not order your copy NOW 
using the order form below ? Full 
refund if not satisfied. 


I 


K] 


fii 


Tax-efficient ways of 
passing on property 


Would you like to pass on money 
and property without wrapping 
vbur gifts in an unnecessary tax 
bill? Then read The Which? 
Guide to Giving and Inheriting. 
Easy to understand, and with 
case histories throughout, the 
book explains how to use the tax 
system to increase the value of 
vour gifts, enabling you to plan 
ahead and control your finances, 
fn fact, “it could be the wisest 
investment you will ever make - 
(Irish News). 

The guide covers • inheritance 
tax • capital gains tax • setting 
making use of 


covenants • estate planning 

• making and updating a will 

• special rules for family 
businesses • inheritance laws in 
Scotland • the National Lottery 

• passing on property. 

The W Jtich ? Guide to Giving and 
inheriting is a must for anyone 
who wants to avoid paying 
more tax than necessary and 
could make a big difference to 
those to whom you give. It 
costs just £9.99 (P«fcP FREE), 
so why not order your copy 
NOW’using the order form 
below? Full refund if not 
satisfied. 


Do you want a better return on your savings? 
Take a look at our instant access postal account rates 
and believe your eyes. 

The account includes a unique 2% gross C.A.R. 
quarterly bonus (based on your minimum balance for 
the quarter).' 

On top of that, if you need access to your money 


immediately, you can get at it by post, without delay. 

To open an account call Abbey National Direct, 
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm or Saturday 9am to 1pm, 
quoting reference A505P or call into your local branch 
or fill in the coupon below. 

0800 174 635 
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Turkish money fails to 
out the stain 



■- « -t. 





Road to hell: An Armenian woman on the the Taurus Mountains, fleeing the massacre of her countrymen in 1915 


Turkey's effort to erase 
the memory of its 
genocide of the 
Armenians has suffered a 
setback in the United 
States. The University of 
California Los Angeles 
(UCLA) has refused to 
allow Ankara to fund a 
chair in Ottoman 
studies, because the 
Turkish government 
attached conditions to 
their $i m offer that 
would have forced 
scholars to ignore the 
1915 massacres. 


It must have come as a shock to 
the Turks. Already, they have en- 
dowed Princeton, Georgetown, 
Indiana and the University of 
Chicago with nearly identical 
provisions - that scholars hold- 
ing a chair must have used Turk- 
ish archives and must maintain 
“close and cordial rela dons with 
academic circles in Turkey". 
Anyone, of course, who ac- 
knowledges the Armenian Holo- 
caust is not going to have any 
kind of cordial relations with 
Turkish academics, let aloQe ac- 
cess to Ottoman archives. So 
when UCLA turned down the 
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offer from Ankara, it was 
something of a precedent. 

Nuzhet Kandemir,the Hirk- 
ish ambassador to the United 
States, had already made a 
down-payment of S230,000 
(£150,000) for a chair in 
UCLfls History Department, in 
a cheque presented to Irene 
Bierman of the university’s 
Near-East studies department. 

But Armenian scholars im- 
mediately pointed out that ac- 
cess to Ottoman archives - 
essential for any scholar taking 
up Turkey’s endowed post - was 
tighiiy controlled by the Turk- 
ish government and denied to 
anyone critical erf Turkey's treat- 
ment of the Armenians, or of 
current h uman rights violations 
in the country. Ambassador 
Kandemir was then identified as 
a diplomat who had sent letters 
to Jewish organisations Harming 
that the Armenian Holocaust - 
unlike Hitler’s ^te rmina tion 
of the Jews - was a hoax. 

The 1915 bloodbath - in 
which hundreds of thousands of 
Armenian men were butchered 
by Turkish forces while their 
wives and children were dis- 
patched in equal numbers into 
the Syrian desert to die at the 
hands of rapists or the Turkish 
gendarmerie - is a fact of his- 
tory accepted in every country 
except Turkey. In the desert of 
what is now northern Syria, the 
Turks even invented the world’s 
first gas chamber - an under- 
ground cave containing thou- 
sands of prisoners into which 
smoke was funnelled by Turk- 
ish policemen - to complete 
their genocide. “Who now re- 
members the Armenians?" 
Hitler is said to have asked be- 
fore commencing his genocide 
of the Jews of Europe. By 1923, 
an estimated 1.5 milli on Ar- 
menians had died. The Turks 
claim that their Armenian cit- 
izens were vic tims of a civil war. 

When UCLA initially ac- 
cepted Turkeys offer- initial dis- 
cussions were, lamentably, held 
behind dosed doors-pedtkms 


poured into the campus. One, 
signed by 57 scholars and writ- 
ers, condemned the proposal be- 
cause the “TUridsh government 
prohibits intellectual freedom, 
outlaws enquiry about its coun- 
try and its history, incarcerates 
hs intellectuals and has one of 
the worst human rights records 
in the world today”. 

A petition criticising the 
post at UCLA was signed by. 
Norman Mailer, Kurt Von- 

negnt, Arthur Miller and Susan 

Son tag. Armenians whose 
grand-parents or great-grand- 
parents were victims or satfviwis 
of the genocide, were also ' 


BY ROBERT 
FISK 


expresses such ^ _ 
UCLA academics bad * 
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dowment, Princeton University 
accepted $750,000 (£462$0) 
from Turkey and hired Heath 
Lowiy as professor. Mr Lowry, 


prominent in the campaign, al- 
though the UCLA faculty’s 
vote - IS- 17 in favour of shun- 
ning the endowment - was a 
dose-run thmg. 

Prominent among the pro- 
testers was Levon Manashlian, 
a history professor of Armen- 
ian origin at Glendale Com- 
munity College. 

The endowment, he said, 
was “funded by a foreign gov- 
ernment with one of the worst 
h uman rights records in the 
world, a government which per- 
secutes writers and journalists 
and oppresses millions of its 
Kurdish citizens, a government 
which promotes official histo- 
ry through >ts state-sponsored 
Turkish Historical Society. The 
push to establish this chair is 
part of a campaign to deny the 
Armenian genocide 

Professor Maras hlian, it 
might be added, failed to point 
out that many of the Armenian 
women and children driven into 
the desert in 2915 were in fact 
violated or killed by the grand- 
fathers of the same Tkrirish 
Kurds for whom Mr Marashlian 


g ho st-written the Unkish un-' 
bassador’s denunciation df a 
scholar, for writing about “the • 
so-called Armenian genocide”. . 
At UCLA itself; a c on fere n ce 
ctoAnnemacriledinMaycrfbst 
year by history professor 
Richard Havanniaan .was at- 
tended by. the' Turkish consul- 
general in Los Angeles, Hayret 
Yalav, who said he wished to re- 
but “Armenian falsifications” 
about the 1915 Holocaist. Since 
three of Mr Yalav’s predeces- 
sors had been assassinated in 
California in the Seventies and 
early Eighties by an Armenian 
extremist group, the US State 
Depar tme nt demanded that all 
conference guests bersearchedL 
Armenian scholars claimed this 
was a form of in timi dation de- 
liberately brought about by the 
TUrkish consul's attendance. 

Professor Hovannisian told 
The Independent yesterday that 
despitethe UCLA vote, the is- 
sue was not dead. “We’ve been 
told that the UnJash money 
might now go to one of three 
other places'- to our sister 
campus at UC Berkeley, to the 
University of Ttashington or 
Ohio State University, all of 
which had expressed interest in 
the chair,” he said. “The Thrks 
may now even try to establish 
the fund in another branch of 
our university.” 

US Congresswoman Este- 
ban Torres also had some per- 
tinent questions to ask UCLA 
when she wrote to an academ- 
ic newspaper last month: “If 
Adolf Hitler had wanted to en- 
dow a chair of German studies, 
or if Saddam Hussein wanted to 
endow a chair of Iraqi studies, 
would . UCLA 

accept the money?” 


Court ends political career 
of Islamic party’s leader 


Turkey’s constitutional court 
yesterday outlawed the Islam- 
based Welfare Party and 
banned its leader, former prime 
minister Necmettin Erbakan, 
from political leadership for five 
years. 

“The court decided to dose 
the Welfare Party because of ev- 
idence confirming its actions 
against the principles of the sec- 
ular republic,” court chairman 
Ahmet Necdet Sezer said. 

The attorney-general had 
accused the biggest party in par- 
liament of threatening the of- 
ficial secularist order after 
attempting to boost the role of 
Islam in public life during a year 
at the head of the country’s first 
Islamist-led government 

Mr Erbakan spent a stormy 
year as prime minister until his 
coalition collapsed last June in 
an anti-Islamist campaign in- 
spired tty the secularist army. 

The court banned six top Is- 
lamist MPs from political lead- 
ership for five years. 

“The court voted unani- 
mously that Necmettin Erbakan 
... should be forbidden from 
being a founding member, 
administrator or auditor of an- 
other party for a period of five 
years," Mr Sezer said. 

Mr Erbakan earlier held 
talks with the secularist Prime 
Minister. Mesut Yilmaz, in an 



' M 

r* 7 -- 


Erbakan: -Former prime 
minister now out of politics 


apparent attempt to avoid a ban 
on him by means of a legal loop- 
hole under which he could pos- 
sibly stand for re-election as an 
independent MP. 

Welfare’s assets will now 
automatically be seized by the 
treasury. Tftro previous parties 
led by Mr Erbakan were also 
dosed in the wake of military 
coups in 1971 and 1980. 

Senior members of Welfare 
condemned the move. “This de- 
rision has no relation to justice, 
it is a purely political deci- 
sion,” said the party's deputy 
and former justice minister, 
Sevfcet Kazan. 

“This decision casts a shad- 
ow over Turkish democracy," 
said Abdullah Gui, a Welfare 
deputy and aide to Mr Erbakan 


“It is questionable whether jus- 
tice is independent in TUrkey.” 

Mr Erbakan said he would 
appeal to the European Court 
of Human Rights. “The decision 
{to dose Welfare] by the con- 
stitutional court will definitely 
go the European Court of Hu- 
man Rights,” he told a news 
conference in parliament 
In his nearly 30-year politi- 
cal journey to press for a 
stronger role for Islam in Turk- 
ish society, Mr Erbakan survived 
party closures, a coup, jail and 
exile. The latest blow, however, 
could mark his finale. 

“He may not be active inpol- 
ides but he will remain our hero 
who fought for democracy,” 
said Mr GuL 

With the mixture of Mamie 
and Western styles, Mr Erbakan 
symbolises the conundrum of 
many Thrks stuck between thet . 
values of East and Wfest His ; 

sace sQk ties and French anditai-S 
ian suits became a tradeto®jfc,^_ 
But his wife and two daughters^ 
cover their heads in accordance^ 
with Islamic tradition. -- — " - 1 
Mr Erbakan also displayed.! " . 
strong political pragmatism, aTff . 
lowing him to appease the bardr]; . 
line Islamists in his party Wbfleg 
not totally alienating the mi 1 *'-' 
tary and other protectors 
Turkey’s secular policies. 

— Reuters,, 


Septuplets bom UN could aid survivors of 
in Saudi Arabia Algerian massacres 


A Saudi woman has given birth 
to seven babies - four boys and 
three girls. It is only the third 
set of septuplets known to be 
bom alive. 

The babies, bom cm Wednes- 
day, are in good health in the 
Abha obstetric hospital in 
Aseer, 750 miles south of 
Riyadh, the Okaz daily said. 

The father, Abdullah Mo- 
hammed Ali, 55. was quoted as 
saying: “We didn’t know of the 
number of babies during the 
pregnancy, but we're ecstatic 
and can't wait for them to join 
their brothers and asters at 
home." 

— AP, Riyadh 




Top United Nations officials 
are discussing sending human- 
itarian aid to help victims of the 
massacres in Algeria. The UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Mary Robinson, is con- 
sidering with senior UN col- 
leagues what can be done, said 
spokesman John Mills. 

Despite the Algerian gov- 
ernment's insistence (hat the un- 
rest and massacres are a purely 
internal affair, Ms Robinson is 
convinced that the current sit- 
uation is of international con- 
cern, he said. 

“When you have very large 
numbers of people killed, whole 
communities devastated by 




these attacks, there is a need J 
h umanitarian assistance,” 
Mills said. 

He said the UN High Coin- 
missaoner for Refugees and the 
head of the UN Children’s 
Fund were involved in the talks, 
but declined to elaborate 
further. 

Algeria said on Thursday it 
had agreed to a visit starting on 
Monday by three junior minis- 
ters from die European Union, 
shocked at the slaughter of 
about 1,100 men, women and 
children since the start of the 
Muslim holy month of Ra- 
madan on 30 December. 

— Agencies 
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Miners man the barricades in a losing battle against cuts 
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The coal miners of Asturias, 
in northern Spain, are 
demonstrating against 
government plans to cut subsidies 
to the industry. They fear that 
their jobs will go the same way 
as those of miners across Europe, 
as the once-mighty industry 
collapses. 


Bieovenido Rodriguez. 46, a miner for more 
than half his life, hurried to the barricade 
in Figaredo just south of -Mieres, the 
heartland of Asturian coalfields, where the 
pits have been strikebound since Boxing 
Day. He frowned as the sound of rubber 
bullets and smoke canisters fired by the CSv- 
il Guard cracked round the little town. 

“We are very angry and frustrated. 
This used to be a rich, prosperous region. 
Now there’s nothing. I can’t tell you how 
many strikes I’ve fought. But I think this 
will be the last I’ll see.” Despite his mili- 
tancy, Rodriguez, a member of the Work- 
ers’ Commissions union, was pessimistic. 
“The government wffl win. They always do." 
He hacked a deep glaucous cough. “We’ve 
been losing battles for decades, and when 


BY ELIZABETH 
NASH 




cal career 
leader 



we lose this one, our community will die." 

In what remains of Europe's publicly 
owned pits, the miners of Asturias are the 
last outpost of a once mighty force that fu- 
elled the industrial revolution and invent- 
ed the principle of workers’ solidarity. 
Pioneers of militant trade unionism, they 
have made governments tremble for more 
than a hundred years. 

In October 1934, when conservatives won 
elections in the shortlived Spanish repub- 
lic, the Asturian miners rose up and declared 
a revolutionary soviet They were the only 
workers to mount convincing strikes in the 
Saties against the dictator Franco, who mil- 
itarised the pits and forced the miners to 
the coalface at gunpoint They fought their 
political allies, the ruling Socialists, in bit- 
ter struggles in 1991 against the closure of 
more than half the region’s 23 pits. In a 
workforce 96 per cent unionised, strikers 
were so militant that they barricaded their 
- own union executive in the pit over the 
Christmas of 1991. But that struggle, like 
all those of recent years, was defeated. 

Yesterday morning, while the moon 
was still high, strikers strewed flaming pit 
props and upturned coal wagons across As- 
w . turias's spanking new motorway to Madrid 
for the 13th day running, trying to make the 
region a no-go area. At Figaredo, the Civ- 
il Guard riot squad pushed protesters bade 
from the road, across the narrow-gauge rail- 
way that runs alongside it, and forced them 
up the dope opposite the station. 

Throughout the morning they fired rub- 
ber bullets the size of golf balls and canis- 
ters of tear gas to keep tbe pickets at bay. 
The protesters, some masked with hand- 
: kerchiefs, flung lumps of rock but these 
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Burning issue: Striking miners stand by a blazing barricade on a road in Asturias, northern Spain, where cuts threaten their livelihood Photograph: EPA 


made little impact against the riot shields. 
Some of us took refuge in the station bar 
to escape the bitter smoke that stank of 
burning chicken feathers. 

On Monday, a miner building a barri- 
cade died when a car a hit him, and some 
yesterday wore black ribbons in mourning. 
Mounting tension all week increased when 
talks in Madrid between the miners* 
unions, the state coal company. Hunosa. 
and the government adjourned in the ear- 
ly hours of yesterday to resume on Thurs- 
day. Two miners were hurt and one arrested 
in actions yesterday throughout Lhe coal- 
fields which in many cases seem to have 
slipped the unions' control. 

Asturian coal is of poorish quality, high 
in gases and sulphur, and pit machinery is 
outdated. As recently as 1995. 25 miners 
died in Dante-esque explosions of grisu, the 
deadly mixture of methane and air. after 
warning systems faded. Coal from South 
Africa or Pbland costs a sixth of what it costs 
to extract it from Asturias's complex, where 
facework is mostly still jnanuaL 

Hunosa employs some 10,000, compared 
with 18^00 ten years ago and 26,000 in 1967 
when loss-making private pits were na- 
tionalised. It lost 45bn pesetas (£2fl0m) last 
year, leading cynics to conclude that Hunosa 
would save money by dosing the pits and 


laying off the workforce on full salary. Con- 
sumers and industry meanwhile complain 
at the inflated cost of coal-fired electrici- 
ty. Tbe conservative Popular Party gov- 
ernment wants to pull tbe plug and initially 
sought to withdraw the state subsidy by 2002 

Mobilisations in 1996 and pressure 
from PP-controlled regional authorities, 
who feared an explosion of soda! grisu on 
their own doorstep, forced the government 
to grant a reprieve until 2005. Plans for 
Thatcher-style instant closures were qui- 
etly ruled oul None the less, vaunted pro- 
jects for alternative employment came to 
nothing, and the other major industry, iron 
and sieelmaking, dosed down long ago. 

In May. a deal was struck to cut cool out- 
put from 2J*m to 2.1m tons, give 4,000 work- 
ers early retirement, and issue some 1,000 
new contracts by 2001. But the European 
Commission, ultimate provider of the sub- 
sidy. wants a cut to 1.5m tons and no new 
contracts, and the government now seeks to 
renegotiate. “Next Wednesday the ministers 
go to Brussels to get their orders before meet- 
ing us on Thursday." said Mr Rodriguez, with 
disgust- "We know we are losing bul we must 
fight to salvage as much as we can." 

Miners' unions insist that, despite their 
reputation as hardliners, they want dialogue, 
and that the government has reneged on 


its word. Luis Angel Vhsquez Maseda, 36. 
on the executive of the Workers’ Com- 
missions mining federation, says: “We 
signed a deal with the government in May 
after 14 months of talks, agreeing a frame- 
work for negotiating a trauma-free reduc- 
tion in subsidy. But now they want to reopen 
the whole thing. We want them to stick by 
the deal they signed in May.“ 

Mr Vasquez Maseda, a picador ^face- 
worker). went down the mine at 19. He has 
the taut, bulky shoulders of someone who 
has wielded the 6 .5kg mechanical pick for 
17 years. “You have to work with one hand, 
... with the other you hold on to the wood- 
en supports built up to the coalface above.” 

Solidarity, he says, emerged as 3 survival 


mechanism. Miners looked out for each oth- 
er because of tbe risks of instant death. “My 
father died in an accident at 49 in . . . when 
did Franco die? Yes, 1975. When a neigh- 
bour is hurt, we are all hurt." But he, like 
others on the barricades, recognises that 
solidarity and militancy are not enough to 
defend jobs. 

“We don’t want to send our sons down 
the mine. But we worry because more than 
half our youngsters have no work. There 
is nothing. They’ll live at home with dad, 
off his pension, and when he dies they’ll 
pack their bags and go.” So you face ex- 
tinction? Mr Vasquez Maseda gave a lev- 
el stare. “That’s a strong word" he said after 
a pause. But be didn't disagree. 


IN DUSTRY IN 
DECLINE 


In 1920. one and a quarter million British 
men worked down the pits. The figure 
today is only B.00G. This is not simply 
a British development. All over Europe 
mining industries are a fraction of the 
size they once were. 

There are just over 100,000 miners 
in Western Europe now, a fifth of the 
number in >970. Mechanisation reduced 
the need for staff, as did cheap foreign 
coal. Electricity companies, once major 
users of coal turned to (much cheap- 
er) gas to run their generators. Tech- 
nological advance removed the need for 
coal to heat homes or support indus- 
try. much of which has changed from 
manufacturing to services. 

In Spain, coal mining employs only half 
the number of people it did just seven 
years ago. France too has experienced 
a sharp decline in an industry in which 
several generations of a family could once 
be assured of a job. 

The German coal industry had fared 
better until recent years, because of an 
agreement between the mining compa- 
nies and the government, which did its 
best to ensure that pit closures would 
not lead to mass unemployment. 

This seems to have succeeded; the 
unemployment rate in Germany II per 
cent, and is slighdy lower in the mining 
areas. Germany now has the lion's 
share of Europe’s miners, with 78,000, 
though this is projected to fall by a half 
by 2005. 

Belgium has seen the end of its coal 
industry, in 1970 it employed 25,000 
miners out of a population of about 8 
million. All its pits are now dosed. AD 
the above figures indude only those peo- 
ple who actually work as miners. “For 
every person employed in open-cast or 
colliery mines in Britain, there are an- 
other two working in support industries 
such as equipment manufacturing, driving 
and management,” says Stewart Oliver 
of British mining giant RJB Mining. 

This is a view supported by the Eu- 
ropean Solid Fuels Association. Its di- 
rector, jean van der Stichefen, said "The 
total number of staff in mining, includ- 
ing surface people and derks, is rough- 
ly one and a half or two times the 
number of miners.” Even so. this means 
the total is about 250.000 throughout 
Europe; the same number as worked un- 
derground in Britain only 20 years ago. 

— Gidon Freeman 
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Paying over 

£300 

for your motor 
insurance? 

Now there's a simple, direct way to save pounds. 

It’s faster, 

Our state of the art technology 
delivers your quote within minutes. 

cheaper, 
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You could save £150 or more. 




No middlemen, no fuss, no form filling. 

For high quality instant cover with a whole 
host of benefits nothing could be simpler. 

LINES OPEN 8AM -9PM WEEKDAYS. 

9 AM-5 PM SATURDAYS. 

to phone 
Privilege on 



It'S time you had the Privilege. 

privilege 

INSURANCE 
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Savers. 
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Our Offshore 60 Account is 
based in Guernsey, which means 
we can pay interest gross without 
deducting tax* 

Which is good dcws tf you’re an 
expatriate, foreign national or, 
indeed, a UK resident who wants ro 
take advantage of tax planning. 
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AMOUNT 

YOU 

INVEST 

ANNUAL 
INTCBEST 
% GROSS 

MONTHLY 
WTB1EST 
% GROSS 

MONTHLY 
INTEREST 
% GROSS 
CART 

£100,000+ 

R05 

7.77 

8.05 

£50.000+ 

B.00 

7.72 

8.00 

£25.000+ 

730 

7.53 

7. B0 

£10,000+ 

7.65 

739 

7.65 


For world beating offers, that include all taxes, call us by 
28 January on 01293 747 245. Or cuiiaci yrair local trawl agenL 
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HEAD OFFSHORE 
FOR INTEREST 
PAID GROSS. 









You also get the choice of your 
interest paid monthly or annually. 

You can make penalty free 
withdrawals by giving us 60 days 
notice. Or you can gain access 
immediately with 60 days loss of 
interest on the amount you withdraw. 

It’s an opportunity that’s hard to 
beat. Invest right away with £10,000 
or more. 

For full details and jour application 
form, you can call the number below 
at any time and leave a message. 

Or complete and return rhe coupon. 

Please note, applications can only 
be made by post. 

01481 718 121 
Offshore 60 


NORTHERN ROCK 

GUERNSEY 


Northern Rock (Guernsey) Limited. PO Box 521. St. Peter Port. Guernsey, Channel Islands GY! 6EQ. Fax; 01481 ’l 2 710. 
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Montreal struggles out of 
a modern-day ice age 


Eastern Canada is slowly 
returning to normal after a 
huge ice storm. Nearly a million 
people have been left without 
electricity, and thousands have 
been stranded. 


Dazed Quebeckers, no strangers to fero- 
cious winters, are still shaking their heads 
in disbelief. Out of the blue, their normal, 
sophisticated 20 th-centui\ life has simply 
been suspended and they have been 
returned, literally, to the ice age. 

At the worst stage. 3 million people, half 
the entire population of Quebec, were 
plunged into darkness and cold as the pow- 
er system collapsed. Montreal, the second 
largest city in Canada, of more than 2 mil- 
lion inhabitants, became a ghost-town as 
the entire downtown commercial and busi- 
ness centre was suddenly blacked out. Thou- 
sands of office workers stumbling out in 
shock onto surreally dark streets found that 
the metro had also ground to a halt, its pow- 
er shorted. For once, apocalyptic banner 
headlines reading “c few I'enfir" (“it’s hell”) 
in local papers were entirely justified. 

Now. 13 days after the start of the “storm 
of the century”, life, at least in major ur- 
ban areas, is slowly and patchily starting to 
return to a semblance of normality. But 
350,000 households - more than a million 
people - in Quebec (and thousands more 
in New Brunswick and Eastern Ontario), 
are still without light, water or heaL 

This is particularly serious as tempera- 
tures have plummeted to as low as minus 
20C and tens of thousands have had to evac- 
uate their freezing homes for temporary 
shelters in schools, gyms, synagogues and 
libraries, heated by generators - and they 
still don’t know when they can return home. 

The devastation is awe-inspiring: some 
600 giant transmission towers have crum- 
pled like giant toys, while tens of thousands 
of broken pylons and electrical poles lit- 
ter the snow-covered ground in every di- 
rection. Snapped, icc-cncrusted cables 
trail and loop across roads stQl blocked with 
branches and trees that toppled under the 
sheer weight of the ice. 

A freak five days of freezing rain coat- 
ed power lines with up to four inches of ice, 
many times more weight than they could 
support. And as they collapsed and short- 


ed. they overloaded other parts of the sys- 
tem which also blew, in a domino effect. 

At one stage, four out of five links of 
the so-called “ring of power" surrounding 
Montreal, which supplies the city's elec- 
tricity. collapsed. The entire city and sur- 
round ing area came within a hair's breadth 
of being blacked out, according to Lucien 
Bouchard, the Premier. 

They have still not been repaired, mak- 
ing the whole system highly vulnerable, even 
though some temporary ancillary lines 
have now been hastily set up. But this fragili- 
ty has meant that most businesses, facto- 
ries and stores and all schools, universities 
and government offices have remained 
closed for a second week. 

The Premier appealed to businesses to 
stay closed until last Thursday to prevent 
the system overloading (as happened again 
on Monday). Hydro-Quebec, the compa- 
ny that runs the power network, is still 
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rationing electricity by “powershedding” 
(prolonged cuts), to conserve energy un- 
til more lines can be restored. 

But by far the worst-affected area is 
Montreal's densely populated South Shore 
and areas further south, dubbed the “tri- 
angle of darkness", where thousands of 
households, and entire sizeable towns, 
are still cut off. 

Nearly 10,000 Canadian troops have 
been drafted in to help with one of the coun- 
try's worst natural disasters. General Mau- 
rice Bari], the armed forces chief. compared 
the scene of devastation on the South Shore 
to “Sarejcvo without Lhe bullets". 

Hydro Quebec workers, battling round 
the clock to restore power with the help of 
the army and of American crews who have 
been called in from as far away as Con- 
necticut, say the damage to electrical tow- 
ers, pylons and power lines is so bad that 
the grid infrastructure will have to be com- 
pletely rebuilt, rather than just repaired. 

American workers battling in Arctic con- 
ditions say they are appalled at the condi- 
tions and at the extent of the damage. Tve 


never in 40 years in this job seen anything 
like it.” said one whose truck was practi- 
cally covered with an American flag. 

Now police and troops arc making 
urgent door-to-door searches for people, 
especially the elderly, who are still staying 
in their freezing homes. They are trying to 
persuade them to leave for shelters, afraid 
of the very real danger of hypothermia in 
the savage cold (there have already been 
several deaths). 

There are also grave dangers from car- 
bon monoxide poisoning as people have 
been desperately trying to heat their homes 
with unsuitable devices like portable bar- 
becues. Already an astounding 600 people 
have been hospitalised after falling ill 
from the insidious, odourless gas. and nine 
have died. 

Meanwhile, the troops, the biggest 
□umber ever mobilised in peacetime, have 
been given police powers to patrol hlacked- 
out evacuated areas to prevent looting ami 
vandalism and to make arrests. 

At times Montreal seems to be on a war 
footing— an impression reinforced by mil- 
itary he lico piers landing uniformed troops 
in city suburbs and military trucks trundling 
down the snow and ice-dogged streets. 

The sense of crisis is reinforced by daily 
live broadcasts by police, security and 
Hydro-Quebec officials, and by Premier Lu- 
cien Bouchard, giving crisis updates, warn- 
ings, advice, and help - and blanket 
coverage of the storm on television and 
radio which has totally’ taken over from nor- 
mal programming. 

Practical advice - helplines for those 
worst affected, and for the luckier citizens 
to donate blankets, food and provide beds 
and shelter - provides a real lifeline. So. 
too, do addresses for shelters and for cafes 
and restaurants offering free food and hot 
drinks, and hotels offering to put people 
up at cut rates. 

Hearteningly. there has been a tremen- 
dous outpouring of sympathy and support 
- 15 offers for every one person needing 
a bed - and thousands are working as vol- 
unteers at shelrers where, after nearly two 
weeks, people are exhausted, stressed, 
fractious and depressed. Some refuges 
bouse as many as 2.000 people, including 
children and even sometimes pets. 

“1 just want to go home," is the refrain 
heard everywhere, “but 1 can’t and I don’t 
know when I can". 



A woman making her way past huge blocks of Ice in downtown Montreal this week . Photograph: Paul Chiasson/AP 


Republicans in bid to repair rift as abortion returns to US agenda 


Hiss*: 


Abortion is back on the 
US political agenda, with 
a damaging public split in 
the Republican Party and 
old arguments rekindled 
by the 25th anniversary 
of the judgment that 
made abortion a 
constitutional right. Even 
as the arguments rage, 
however, Mary Dejevsky in 
Washington finds signs 
that the tide of opinion 
may be turning. 


The National Committee of 
the Republican Party, which 
approves policy and controls 
ftmds, was set for a bitter debate 
at its annual meeting in Cali- 
fornia yesterday, the like of 
which bad not been seen in 
years. The issue was whether 
party funds should be used to 
support election candidates 
who do not subscribe to the par- 
ty's out-and-out opposition to 
“partial birth abortion" - a 
technique for late abortion that 
critics regard as a particularly 
cruel form of infanticide. 

Party policy is to have the 
procedure outlawed and two 
bills have been passed by Con- 


gress, only to be vetoed by 
President Clinton. Public opin- 
ion polls find that more than 
80 per cent of Americans op- 
pose the procedure. Pictures 
provided bv lobbyists are grue- 
some. 

A small minority of Con- 
gressmen and candidates on the 
liberal wing of the party, how- 
ever. regard the hue and cry as 
the thin end of the anti-abortion 
wedge - a means of eventually 
drumming up enough support 
to remove women’s right to 
abortion altogether - and stead- 
fastly refuse to condemn it. 

Last month, ardent foes of 
abortion petitioned the party's 


National Committee to have 
these “dissidents" deprived of 
central campaign funds, a sanc- 
tion that could would impair, if 
not ruin, their election 
prospects. With the mid-term 
congressional elections to be 
held this autumn, the sanction 
was a real threat. 

The campaign got up a head 
of steam before the Republican 
Party leadersbip sounded the 
alarm. The result was an emer- 
gency propaganda blitz ap- 
pealing for party unity- 
inclusion not exclusion. 

They argued that making at- 
titudes to partial birth abortion 
a "litmus test" for obtaining cen- 


tral funds laid the party open to 
lobbying on other issues. How 
abouL a “litmus lest” on other 
issues, like free trade? A litmus 
test for donors? There were 
whispers of Stalinism, democ- 
ratic centralism and thought dic- 
tatorship. For the more 
traditional, patrician (and 
shrinking) wing of the party, 
there was the further consider- 
ation Lhat abortion - even such 
a repellent practice as partial 
birth abortion - was a matter for 
individual conscience, not par- 
ty politics. 

Behind these objections, 
however, were other, practical, 
ones. A number of prominent 


congressional and local Re- 
publican candidates could risk 
defeat, not only because of in- 
adequate funding, but because 
in some constituencies “pro- 
choice" voters might switch to 
the rival Democrat. Unspoken 
was the further consideration 
that the women’s vote - which 
already favours the Democrats 
- could decline further. By yes- 
terday, with television adver- 
tisements calling for Republican 
“inclusiveness" still running, 
(he funding motion was confi- 
dently expected to faH but it was 
a dose call 

This defeat, and the practi- 
cal considerations behind it. 


reinforced an impression that 
the vicious passion that has for 
so long fuelled the abortion de- 
bate in America may be start- 
ing to wane, along with the role 
of fundamentalist Christian 
movements in US politics. 

Opinion polls conducted for 
the 25th anniversary of Roe v 
Wade - the Supreme Court rul- 
ing that gave US women the 
constitutional right, albeit lim- 
ited, to an abortion - suggest 
something similar. 

Although lobbyists on both 
sides use the polls, for their own 
reasons, to show that anti-abor- 
tion sentiment has hardened, 
this is not the whole story. The 


polls also show solid public 
support for the view that abor- y ^ 
tion should be a legal right. In t'- 
other words, increased public 
censure co-exists with accep- 
tance - an acceptance that 
could not be taken for granted 
25 years ago. 

The anniversary of Roe v 
Wade fails next week, and lob- 
byists on both sdes have been 
enthusiastically fighting the old 
fights. But the real fear that 
stalked abortion clinics seems 
recently to have dissipated. 
Abortion doctors were unwor- 
ried enough about their safety 
to hold an anniversary dinner 
dance last weekend. 


* m 


Bundestag allows 
Big Brother into 
German homes 

Germany broke with a post-war taboo 
yesterday by legalising police bugging Of 
private homes. The law authorising eaves- 
dropping was passed by just over two 
thirds of the Bundestag, clearing by only 
four votes the hurdle laid down for 
constitutional amendments. 

If approved by the second chamber, the 
Bundcsr.il, German police officers will have 
similar rights and obligations as their col- 
leagues in other European countries. Per- 
mission for such measures will have to be 
approved by courts individually, and can 
only be granted if they serve an ongoing 
investigation into serious crimes. 

The bomes of priests, lawyers and MPs 
will continue to be immune to electronic 
surveillance. Doctors, tax advisers and 
journalists may be bugged, but a court must 
decide afterwards whether the information 
can he used. 

Critics say the measure gives law en- 
forcement authorities a way to introduce 
evidence from doctors and others who now 
have the right to refuse testimony, A jour- 
nalists’ union has threatened to challenge 
the measure in the Constitutional Court 

Although the wording of the law is the 
result of all-part)’ discussions, serious reser- 
vations exist both on the left and the lib- 
ertarian right. The previous Justice 
Minister, Sabine Leutheusscr-Schnaneo- 
berger. resigned because she strongly dis- 
agreed with the proposed Bill. 

The ban on bugging was one of the last 
vestiges of the 1949 constitution drawn up 
with the specific purpose of preventing a 
recurrence of Nazism. As a result of that 
Basic Law. Germans have tended to enjoy 
more protection from Big Brother than cit- 
izens of most democracies. 

— Imre Karacs, Bonn 
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The greatest: Mohammad Ali receives the Commander of the Arch at King Hassan’s palace Photograph: AFP 

Boxing champion Ali adds Morocco's top honour to his trophies 


King Hassan II has awarded former 
heavyweight boxing champion Muham- 
mad Ali one of Morocco's top honours. 
During a ceremony on Thursday night in 
the Moroccan capital Rabat, Ali also re- 
ceived a copy of a cassette recording of 
the Koran. 


The order of the Commander of the Arch 
is one of Morocco’s most prestigious. 

Ali, 54, arrived in Morocco earlier this 
week to attend religious ceremonies and 
discussions in celebration of the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan. He also opened 
a friendly football match between Mo- 


rocco and Angola by kicking the first balL 
During the four-day visit, Ali, founder 
of the charity Global Village Champion, 
was to visit several orphanages and 
humanitarian organisations which help 
children. 

— AP, Rabat 









Killing of Serb sours Croat takeover | 

A Croat man has been charged with murder after shooting dead a Serb in the eastern 
region which was returned to Croatia on Thursday after two years’ of United Nations 
administration. The shooting occurred hours before the Croatian government and the 
United Nations highlighted reconciliation between Serbs and Croats in the former Serb 
enclave and pledged to help the two communities live together again. 

The 50-year-old man, identified only by the initials M.C., shot a Serb man in the 
chest with a Kalashnikov rifle on Wednesday night, a month after he threw a hand grenade' 
into a cafe, fallin g another Serb. “For tbe first crime he was charged with “endanger- 
ing public safety with fatal consequences’,” a UN spokesman said, adding that the UJ4. 
mission in Eastern Slavonia was concerned with the light sentence since he had inten- 
tionally thrown a hand grenade. — Reuters, Vukovar 

Italy gets back its ancient corpse 

The frozen remains of a prehistoric man. believed to be the oldest mommy in the world,' 
were returned to Italy, ending a six-year custody dispute with neighbouring Austria.- 
The two nations have been squabbling over the 5,300-year-old corpse since 1991 when: 
it was found by tourists on the SimHaun glacier in the Oetz valley and whisked off td? ■ 
Innsbruck by a team of Austrian experts. — Reuters, Bofza/raJ 

Fears grow over Belgian mass killings 

Belgian police said the seven bodies found buried at the house of Andras Pandy did. 
not include any of his missing family members, raising fears the death-toll could go as 
high as 13. Pandy, a Protestant pastor of Hungarian descent, has been accused of mur- 
dering two of his wives and four children and police were surprised when DNA showed 
none of the seven bodies found belonged to his family. — AfJ Brussels , 

Not-guilty plea at war-crimes cotirt 

A Bosnian Croat injured in a shoot-out with Na to troops last month pleaded not guilty'. 
to taking part in the killing of a Bosnian Moslem woman.VIatko Kupreskic, who was 
wounded after opening fire on the Dutch troops who arrested him, was making his first 
appearance before judges of the UJN.wm crimes tribunal in The Hague. 

' — 1 Reuters, The Hague 

Finnish PM to remarry 

Finnish Prime Minister Paavo Lipponen will remarry this.month to a long-time com-: 
panion 25 years his junior. The 56-year old prime minister, whose daughter from his - , • 
first marriage made him a grandfather last week, got engaged to history teacher Paivi 
Hertzberg. 31, on Christinas Eve. 





— Reuters, HdsJnld 
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15/PROMOTION 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 17 JANUARY 1098 


Incredible flight offer: Europe from £34 return 


easy Jet 


m 




The Independent and Independent on 
Sunday, in association with eas/Jet are 
offering readers the chance to fly to 
Europe from an incredible £34 return 
or £22 one way (all prices include 
airport tax). 

This offer is available between 21 February and 
4 September 1998. Choose from Barcelona, Nice, 
Amsterdam, Geneva or Palma and in Scotland, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen or Inverness. 
Flights to all destinations are from London 
Luton, while you can also travel to Nice and 
Amsterdam from Liverpool airport as well. 

if you live in Scotland you can fly from any 
of the Scottish airports mentioned above, to 
London Luton from £34 return (indudme air- 
port tax). b 

The prices for travel are divided into three 
bands -travel between 21 February and 28 March 
are Band A , while travel between 29 March and 
4 September is divided into peak, (Band C) and 
off peak (Band B). If you want to travel off peak 
then use the grid to advise you of the best times 
to fly. 

The price grid shows the cost of a one way 
flight to each destination. If you choose to trav- 
el to a particular destination in band A, then you 
may find it is a different price to bands B or C. 


How to book 

Simply collect 12 differently numbered 
j** tokens from The Independent and Independent 

on Sunday (You must have 2 tokens from The 
Independent on Sunday, tokens will be printed 
until Friday 23 January). If you missed last weeks 
tokens it is not too late to start collecting - we 
^ be printing 2 tokens per day until Friday 
23rd January, 

■ Decide when and where you want to travel 
Yon can book for up to five people with the one 

.. J set of tokens as long as all passengers are trav- 

i riling together. You can book up to two sepa- 

mjL rate single or return journeys for up to 5 people 

^ - but each application must be accompanied by 
? 12 differently numbered tokens. 

■ On Saturday 24 January we will print a tele- 
phone number winch you should use to book your 

Ef flight , 

W ■ You must book at least three weeks before 
l. you fly. 

wj ■ You. will need to keep hold of your tokens as 

Kfl you will need to present them at the airport when 

V you fly. 

■ For more information call the special phone 
Gne 0870 60 60 737 



Destinations and single 
flight prices including tax 

BAND A BAND B BAND C 

MARCH 29 - SEPT 4 MARCH 29 - SHT 4 
FEB 21 - MARCH 28 OFF-PEAK PEAK 

destination OUhmd (£) bfbound (Q Qutomd(£) lnbamd(Q Outbound (E) Inbound® 


Barcelona 

22.00 

12.00 

34.50 

24.50 

39.50 

29.50 

Raima 

22.00 

12.00 

29.50 

19.50 

44.50 

34.50 

Nice* 

22.00 

14.70 

24.50 

17.20 

39.50 

32.20 

Amsterdam* 

22.00 

15.20 

24.50 

(7.70 

34.50 

27.70 

Geneva 

22.00 

19.00 

24.50 

21.50 

34.50 

31.50 

Edinburgh 

22.00 

(2.00 

22.00 

12.00 

24.50 

(4.50 

Aberdeen 

22.00 

12.00 

22.00 

12.00 

24.50 

14.50 

Glasgow 

22.00 

12.00 

22.00 

12.00 

24.50 

14.50 

Inverness 

22.00 

) 2.00 

22.00 

12.00 

24.50 

14.50 


Amsterdam: One of five European destinations available 

BANDA: FEBRUARY 21 - MARCH 28 

WSSimfunm ^ LONbONLUTON LONDON LUTON 


•Prices from London Luton and Liverpool arc die same. 

To calculate the return price add the outbound and in- 
bound fares together. 

Flights between 29 March and 4 September have different prices for peak and 
off-peak travel. If you want to travel off-peak, choose to travel at less popular times. 
This guide will help. 


OFF-PEAK TIME ADVICE GUIDE 1 


There are only very few off peak flights in July and August 

Weekend flights will be very popular - be prepared to take alternative mid week 
flights. 

if offer feres are not available at a particular time, a normal priced seat can be 
bought in conjunction with an offer seat 

There are no off-peak seats available on popular flights such as bank 
holiday weekends. 

Here’s more specific advice for more popular destinations 

Barcelona: There are no off-peak flirts in July or August 
Palma: July and August are especially popular. 

Nice: Off-peak travel is only available in April. 

Geneva: Saturday travel before Easter is especially popular. 

Inverness There is no off-peak travel in August. 

Exclusions: You cannot fly with our offer during these times: 

AH destinations: 9-14 Apr* 1-4 22-25 May; 28-3 1 August. 

Liverpool-Nice: 2-4 March. 20-23 May: 14 June. 

Nice-liverpool: 4-6 March; 25-26 May; 1 6 June. 

London Luton-Nice: 3-4 March: 20-23 May; 13-14 June. 

Nice-London Luton: 24-26 May, 16 June. 

London Luton-Edinburgh: 21-22 March. 

Etfinburgh- London Luton: 22-23 March. 

London Luton-Bareeiona: 7-10 May. 

Barcelona-London Luton: 10— I i May. 

You cannot travel on flights scheduled to depart after 2pm on Fridays 
and Sundays. 


tkyoftirai 


... Moofitty 
^ Maofittr 


London Luton 
toEdkibwgh _ 
Dep. Am 

r- 0710 0635 r M2 . 


j»: 

Edinburgh to 
London Luton 
Dep. An 

0635 0750 




Oeyaftamr 


nt corpse 


Dep. Arr. 
“on-T*** U^Oros ions 

MtvUTMy 1 225 1«a»* 

*****> ■B jgjLJ-”! 
Sncuttay BMM nTTS 1005 

| Bi 1220 1520 
5jtu *r flMjwo 2040 
S-Vfcy 1235 isas 

^oBHowftjnal on Toiwtoy 


T - , 0830 DB35 -ipt*. 08<5 1000 
fc 1515 1825 JlSy 0955 it 10 
1025 1040 -'pis;- 1645 1755 

fe 2100 2210 3000 3110 

B 0820 0935 ■ flai i 0635 0750 

fe 1715 1825 Pdg.i 0955 1110 

$ 3E5 2135 jpafc 1945 1B55 

| 1850 1205 0905 1000 

14QS 1520 : j^8; 1235 1335 

1735 1B3S 1540 1655 

2035 2145 "aSe; 1056 3005 


London Luton Palma to 
toPchna London Luton 

Dep. Arr. Dep. An. 

1140 1 505 1545 1715 

1140 1505 1545 1715 

1140 1505 15j8 1715 


41 Nice to 

London Luton 

tub! Dap- Am. 

rJaar.- 1045 ii55 


['&* 1605 1720 



■-■3# 1945 2100 

-r j T . T? 1 

? -gbsf 10*5 1150 

fett* 1BOO 1710 
2120 2230 

1605 1715 

2125 2235 


J4NDON LUTON 
-GLASGOW i ; 

Day of travel London Luton Gbsgowto 
to Glasgow London Luton 

Dep. Air. nfiC Dep. Arr. 

Mon-Fnday \3rf. 0815 0530 .'tPZ 0630 0745 

Mon-Fnoay 1575 1630 'Oft'. 0950 1105 


LONDON LUTON 
-ABERDEEN 

Day of travel London Lut 


Kon-Frttay LUg- IBB 1950 P7t> ISO 1805 

Mon-fliaBy jaAr' 2T30 3M5 tig KUO 2120 

Suday -pia* 0815 0930 r we- : 0030 0745 

Sunday r Jw' 1050 2005 I 09M 1105 

Sunday .’'■OWV 1048 1200 - 0900 1015 

Sunday 'jpgfcl 1740 tBS5 -&jj 1220 1330 

Swdav :6ft3- 2055 2210 bw. 1 & 1 S 2025 

LONDON LUTON 
-INVERNESS 

Day of travel London Luton Inverness to 
to Inverness London Luton 

iftto Dep. Att. HM* Dep. Ait. 
MotvFrtlav tia- 1135 i3t6 73S 1445 

Sanadey 1510 16JQ . ,136i 1700 1820 

Surtax SHg: 1400 1530 i *« > 1550 1710 


LONDONLUTON 

-BARCELONA 

Day ot travel London Luton Barcelona to 
(0 Barcelona London Luton 

Ajfe Dep. Air. F*Md. Dep. Ait. 

Mon-Fnday "ait 1030 ’33? 252. ni6 1535 


-E53 D7A5 1050 » 264' 1130 12«5 
jSl; 0030 1140 . 263- 1220 igfi 

■ ■"aarl- i7*o 2045 ‘gg 21 a 22*0 


el London Luton Aberdeen to 
to Aberdeen London Luton 
raiia Dep. Arr. Ww& Dep. Arr. 
303 1140 1305 'E04- 1325 1445 

3B7 1135 1300 Xe-llZO 1440 

aae 14QS 1525 90S lWS 1710 


LONDONLUTON 

-AMSTERDAM 


□ay of travel 


London Luton Amsterdam to 
to Amsterdam London Luton 


funs Dep. Arr. \ Dep. Ait. 

Mpvfwa? "41 0700 0310 142: 0540 0950 

MprvFrctov 143 1020 1225 v« 2015 2(00 

tfcoPndav 147 1750 1955 145 21 SO 2155 

Sauday *49 ■ 0700 0505 -ICE 1950 1BS5 

Setumay 191.' 1 3H 1525 15<: 2035 3CH0 

Sunday 153 0730 0855 156.' 1«0 1925 

5unt»y 159- rtg 162 2230 2235 

LONDONLUTON 
-GENEVA 

Day of travel London Luton Geneva lo 

to Genera London Luton 

Rfiw! Dep. Arr RtUa Dep. An. 
Mon-Fnflay 501 0710 0950 ' 532 1030 1110 


Mon-Fnaav 501 0710 0950 ' 50£ 1030 I tlQ 

Mon-Fnaatf S37 1 745 2025 ' 50fl 2105 2145 

Sanirttty 50&' 0660 0930 S12'- t«30 1110 

Saiuntty 517 1745 2025 516 21 05 2145 

Sunaw 519 0 710 0960 6TB l«C 1110 

Simlav ST 1745 2125 SOB' 2105 2145 


LIVERPOOL ' 
-AMSTERDAM 


LIVERPOOL 

-NICE 


Day of travel Liverpool Amsterdam 

to Amsterdem to Uvarpool 

Dep. Air. Sm Dep. Arr. 

1910 2190 1245 1305 

/fleftj 1BOO 1020 0935 0655 

f!*; 1640 1900 ■' BOB' 0955 H715 


Liverpool 
to Nice 


Nice to 
Liverpool 


fknc. Dep. Arr. fa no. Dep. Arr. 
FdtofrFrta, 751 132 5 1640 ' 752 : 172 0 tflSO 

Sstudav 7S5 tqis 1350 7Sf 1410 15 40 

Suneav 757 1045 uOO 756 t«40 i6'0 



BA ND B/BAND C: MARCH 29 - SEPTEMBER 4 


LONDON LUTON 
- EDINBURGH 

Day of travel London Luton Edntaurgh to 
to Ednbur^i London Luton 

Dep. An. Dep. Arr 

Moo-Fnaay oiaf 0715 0624 ;'ia 2 : 01535 0749 

Mcn-Fntey ^Otg - - 0815 0828 f oiji 0044 0356 

Mjvfilday . 1509 1019 jvi«- 0948 1 059 

^ 3 IW^ -*- 

Man-Fnda» ; 82S^ 1B20 l«30 . Ojft: 1E3» 1750 

Mon^naw .VBf* 2125 2235 1960 2100 

sauraay -C2ff 0B15 025 'jpC C> 0635 0745 

Samtday 2129 2230 StEa: 0045 T056 


■aao j 10ZS 1134 ~H034 : 0845 0955 

2011 Z120 036; 1204 1315 

2129 2237 ■'ttSi- ?140 4 *^ 


LONDON 

-PALMA 

Day of travel 


LUTON 


London Luton Palma to 

to Palma London Luton 


Dep. An. Dep. Arr. 

-~565- 1C-2& 1351 :-^6t; 1431 1606 

.:M7- r 0600 0925 : ? 5<B 1015 1150 

; W~ 1220 1545 '-STB. 7635 1B1Q 

■itfr 1 1B40 2205 ;^7<' 22S5 0050 

■ 578. : 0630 0955 i.53^; 103S 1210 

-5T»- T M 7 1912 ' £?a ■ 18S2 2127 

iMt- 2145 0110 .'saa oisn- 0325" 


LONDON LUTON V 
-GLASGOW ' ' •••' ■ 

Day of travel London Luton Glasgow lo 
to Gtesgow London Luton 

Dep. Arr. Dep. An. 

Mon-Frtday ■ J71 0614 0327 rflinT 0030 0744 

Mon-Fnday 1458 1012 P947 1058 

Monfrtt&y '£»:■. 1517 1328 1632 1747 

Mon-Fnqay ?130 2240 1948 2055 

Saturday . 'pteT- 0014 0927 MjBgi 0630 0744 

Satoday >0B^- 2733 2244 £cB«: 0947 1055 
Sunday y-QaiF 1240 1345 .' M : Q900 1011 

Smday 1832 1943 : «£ 1405 1SI7 

5widay .Si^ 2157 2308 ■•’(»£ 2003 2115 

LONDONLUTON ' 

-AMSTERDAM ;.j 

Day o4 travel London Luton Amsterdam to 

to Arastentam London L ut on 

Dep. An. Dep. An. 

Mon-Fiway T4l'.. 0720 0930 ^A2r TDQQ 1m 


1033 1237 1012 1fll7 

iiej?. 1636 1842 -448 ■ ggSl 

^“-■1128 1330 iW?.2UM gipa 

itet-. i83a 204i -:is4- 2237 3239 

■-•gy; 0034 1137 1606 1610 

■Ig ~ 13^5 1540 20S6 2058 


LONDON LUTON 

Day of bevel London Luton Aberdeen to 
to Aberdeen London Luta 

Dep. Arr. HtN» Dep. An. 
Mon-Fadav 1128 1249 '384 ■' 1309 143E 

Saurday -«g-: 1128 124B 306 1309 I42g 

Suwfay ;.'3 (fl: 1041 T20g ■ 308 1222 1342 

LONDON LUTON 

- INVERNESS 

□ey of travel London Luton bnemento 
tofnvernesa London Luto 

Dep- An. rtife Dep. An. 
Mon-flfeUv :' gl'. 1129 1257 .-3SS 1317 l«3« 

gauniay Ha 1450 1635 ' 354' 1646 iWlt 

Sunday 357. 1640 1B08 3SS' 1620 156C 


LONDON LUTON 
-GENEVA 


Day of travel 


London Luton 
to Geneva 


Geneva to 
London Lt 


Dep. An. ««cT Dep. An. 

■ ~5in .- 0840 1115 502 1155 1231 

"SM 0600 0835 SOJ M15 tHST 

Jj£i Wg S09' 1727 1ME 


■ S82-' 0150- 0325 * 

■ Haum Monday AM 


LIVERPOOL 

-AMSTERDAM 


LONDON LUTON 
-BARCELONA 

Day of travel London Luton 
to Barcelona 

F*W Dep. An. i 
Mcn-Endny 2S7 ijoo 16 OS 1 

Mjn-Fnday gyi 1947 2255 . 

Saun fcy 27 f' 0908 igt? ' 

Setumay 27S 1437 1743 

Saturday -2?S' 2010 23lfl 
Sunday g78 09iQ 1215 

Sunday '^&1 . t436 1744 - 

Sunday SB3 20C0 PX* - 


Day of travel 


el Liverpool Amsterdam 

to Amsterdam to Liverpool 

FISS; Dep. An. Dep. An. 

1947 2201 y'jfen 1307 1325 

;aiQ3^ 1853 2207 ijap? 1905 ViZS 

ecri- 1821 2036 1157 121S 


1 Bareetana to 
London Luton 

BtW Dep. An. 

,'252 r 0700 0610 

'■•ZB- 1645 1757 

?21B' 0730 0839 

-H*. 1255 1407 

: Ha: isn imq 
: 278' 0790 0640 

-&*■ 1256 1408 
'■•jji/. 1024 1941 


LIVERPOOL 
-NICE 

Day of travel Uven 


el Liverpool Nice to 

loNIee Liverpool 

Dap- An. gjjj£ Dep. An. 

:-75Tl 1345 16S8 1758 tgl7 

'.■7ift. 1558 1909 




killing* TERMS AND CONDITIONS 


LONDON 

-■! 

□ey of travel 

fMta. 
Mai-Fryfay .. ah 
Mon-Fnday ; 203 '' 
Moo-FnOay ‘ 307 
Mon-Fnday : 209 '. 
Sat^dBy ; 213 '• 
SoMdny ■ gty- 
Samday : BIB- 
Sammay i'aai 
Sunday ’ 235 - 
Smday ‘ SB, 
Sunday 2ai 


LUTON 


London Luton Niceto 

10 Nfce London Luto 

Dep. An. rsW Dep. An 

0840 1145 ~20g 0700 Qflip 

1406 1712 • a?« 1225 1336 

1B27 2I3Q Z08 1730 1647 

1917 2220 - ana - ' 2210 3312 

0884 1137 ?12_ 0700 0804 

10Z0 1323 -..ana.: 1217 1321 

1351 1655 W 1735 1846 

1916 2219 ' 218 1949 2059 

0930 1233 ■ 232 - 0900 0904 

1447 1751 -'234. 1313 1417 

20I> 7 2310 230' 1831 1937 


fri eS 


. . : - ■ ' L To qaafifrlo apply for flights persoa Each booking requires ternauonal flights must have a 
uiKtoSproSn i&S acompleie set of tokens. Ap- tolid 

mnsa oaSealZ differently num- plications for more than 1 per- essary visas. All passengers 
----- bered tokenFft^n those print- son are valid onty when th^are traw^g on dom esuc OjgtK 

asssssr 11 " exzszzzz 

^yonnpl^co^or 

rt aaSsSSt K2t—«- 

awtagare made subject to ^ M adulL ^ sent an entitlemenno travel on 

.. • 3. Nenhex EasyJet or Se** fants aged 23 months or lets - a specific route on a specific 

’ . - • paper Publishmc ole can be determined by the age on the m 

■ ‘ - >■' ^Siesponsible for callers date of travel - can travel free 8. Collector forms and tokens 

■ ' who through to ihe of charge on condition that they ok non iranrferable^ bn * .no 

„■: bookiafi lint share the same seat of travel as cash value and must bu sur 

. ’4. Tokea hokkis aged IS and the adult accompanying them, rend^ wjiea diecjmg m for 

over are entitled to Mriiase re- Only one infant may accom- the mtial flighL 

tumS^iSST^ple pany each adulL tssued are non tnuisterabie 

m (Bretookizis vntb one com- 6- Passengers are responsible and non re JmdJfc- 

pfete set oSens for use on for obtaining, and possessing 9. This offer cannot be used J 

* flights only, (if appropriate) valid pass- conjunction with am- other of- 

* ■ reores«7Kfl hrv*iiH» and there passengers take out insurance, booking number wOl be pnni- 

- ; Singers travelling on in- ed in The Independent on bat- 


urday 24 Januan- 1<>9S. and re- 
pealed on Sunday 25. Monday 
26 and Tuesday 27 January. 
You cun onh- book flichLs us- 
ing this number. Please do not 
call cawJet on any other num- 
ber or Newspaper Publishing 
pic as your booking will not be 
accepted. 

] I. Bookings for OighLS uiU only 
be taken b> phone between 24 
January and 5 February 
inclusive. Ekxikmgswilionlyiv 
taken between 6pm and 1 1pm 
Monday -Friday and between 
12 noon and 10pm on Satur- 
days and Sundays during ihi< 
period. 

12- Calls will be charged at the 
national call rate. 

13. AH outward and a - tum 
travel must be Liken between 
21 February and 4 September 
IW indusnv subject to the ex- 
clusions I isied in condition 14 
below. 


14. The excluded periods lor 
eonditiun 13 are:- 
ta 1 Travel on Fridays and Sun- 
days scheduled lo commence 
afier J.iKlpni. 

tbi Travel between 9-14 April. 

1- 4 May. 22-25 May. 2R-3I 
August. 

(cl Thnvl from Liveqxiul - Nice 

2- f March. 20-23 May. 14 June. 
Nice to Liverpool on 4-h 
March, 25-2* May. lo June 
London Luton - Niec 

3- 4 March, 20-2.3 May. 13-14 

June. Nice m London Lulon 
24-26 May. I'* June 

(di London Luton • Edin- 
burgh 21-22 March. Edinburgh 
to London Luton 

22-23 March. 

let London Luton - Barcelona 
7 - 111 May. Barcelona - London 
Luion 10-11 May. 

15. Payment for tickets under 
this promotion may only Iv 
m.ide hv Switch. Maslerc.lfd. 


Visa. American Express, or 
Delta cords on the telephone 
at the time of booking. Pay- 
ment by cash or cheque wiD not 
be accepted. 

16. AU outbound flights must 
originate in the UK and in the 
case of European flights they 
must be from either London 
Luton or Liverpool airports. 

17. No alterations, refunds or 
exchanges will be permirted af- 
ter a hooking has been ac- 
cepted. Ail flights and 
schedules arc subject to change 
without prior notice. Previous 
booking* made priur (0 this 
promotion and for use during 
the period uf this promotion 
cannot K- exchanged or re- 
funded for any ticket acquired 
under this promotion. You 
must hook at leasi three weeks 
he Cure you fly. 

18. i.'.LsvJet reserve the right not 

to accept multiple applications 


and bulk applications from 
trade or social groups. 

19. Easy Jet's conditions of car- 
riage apply to all flights booked 
on the Promotion and shall pie. 
vail in the event of any incon- 
sistency with the terms of the 
Promotion. EasyJet reserves 
the right to vary its conditions 
of carriage. Copies are avail- 
able at EasyJet sales points. 

20. Once tokens have been re- 
deemed EasyJet and Newspa- 
per Publishing pJcshali not be 
liable for any failure lo fiitffl ihk 
promotion where such failure 
is caused by nay supervening 
circumstances amounting to 
force majeure. Such circum- 
stances shall include, but shall 
□ot be limited to, severe weath- 
er conditions, fire, flood, earth- 
quake or severe movement of 
land or other natural phe- 
nomena. industrial dispute, 
war. riois. acts of God, super- 


vening legislation or events 
which, without the fault of ei- 
ther party, render performace 
impossible or incapable of sat- 
isfactory execution. 

2L This offer is not available 
to employees of Newspaper 
Publishing pic or EasyJet or 
anyone associated with the 
promotion. 

22. EasyJet reserve the right to 
refuse to honour any applica- 
tion or recover the cost of any 
booking if it conaders there has 
been an abuse of this promo- 
tion or breach of any of the 
terms or conditions of this 
promotion. 

23. The decision of EasyJet 
and/or Newspaper Publishing 
pic in all matters under their re- 
spective control is final and 
binding. 


r * 
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16/THE SATURDAY STORY 


'*• , . ' -$ 


How the flying pigs became a crackling good tale 


Even Thought For The 
Day caught swine fever. 
The subject for Radio 4’s 
religious slot yesterday 
was the fugitive 
Tamworth pigs whose 
fate, a worthy godslot 
contributor informed us, 
has gripped the 
imagination of the 
nation. 

Excuse me. Yes, I know that the 
august Guardian yesterday used 
the same phrase on its front 
page, and without apparent 
irony. The tabloid papers have 
given over page after page to 
the subject. News at Ten has rev- 
elled in a story which might 
have been tailor-made for its 
“And Finally ..." slot. -And 
there's the rub. But before we 
come to that, for those readers 


BY PAUL 
VALLE LY 


who have today returned from 
holiday in a less sentimental 
clime, here is the story so far. 

Nine days ago two Ginger 
Tamworth pigs escaped as they 
were being transferred from a 
van into an abattoir yard in 
Malmesbury. They ran round 
the yard before forcing their way 
through a hole in the fence and 
ran off across the road into the 
fields opposite. Confronted by 
the barrier of the River Avon, 
they dived into the icy waters 
and swam to freedom. They 
then went to ground in the gar- 
dens of the town. 

Their owner, a council road 
sweeper with the improbable 
name of Amaido Dijulio, who 
had reared them for slaughter 
on his smallholding, tried to 
catch them, as did other locals, 
but they ran off with a surpris- 
ing turn of speed whenever any- 
one tried to get hold of them. 


So much for the facts. Had 
it been France. Germany or 
Italy, or more especially the 
United States, someone would 
then have got a gun and shot 
them. There would have been 
no news. 

Bui this is Britain. When re- 
ports filtered through lo Lon- 
don teams of newshounds were 
dispatched. They chased the 
unhappy anim als on foot, by 
car, in hired four-wheel drives. 
ITN even sent a helicopter. 
The pigs were variously named 
- Fred and Ginger, Babe and 
Algy, Butch and Sundance and, 
more universally, the Tam- 
worth Two. 

The papers and the local 
RSPCA office proclaimed 
themselves to be inundated 
with calls from people offering 
money to save the beasts. A 
mystified Mr Dijulio suddenly 
found himself being offered as 
much as £15.000 for his pigs 
which Lhe week before would 
have fetched him £40 a piece. 

The tabloids filled double- 
page spreads with terrible puns: 
“Squeal meet again" said hacks 
who declared themselves to be 
“on the pig's tail" in an a at- 
tempt to capture the “cheeky 
swine” and then take them to 
an animal sanctuary where the 
might live “high on the hog". 
And on it went, liberally illus- 
trated with photos of “Ginger 
Taraworths. like the one above". 

The broadsheets carried 
more discursive pieces, sprin- 
kled with references to George 
Orwell and Lord Emsworth 
but nonetheless managed to fill 
prodigious amounts of column 
inches. The men on the telly, de- 
prived at first of actual pictures 
of their prey and forced to cre- 
ate their own images where 
none existed, resorted to cod- 
ding up “great white hunter” 
scenes in which reporters, 
equipped with metaphorical 
stout stick, felt the temperature 
of the spoor freshly imprinted 
in the ground. 

Dog bites man, you wSi re- 
call, is no story in the British 
news lexicon. But this was pig 



The grunt escape - or how to avoid the chop by becoming a media star 


bites man , putatively at any rate 
for. as the papers kept inform- 
ing us, the Tamworth Ginger 
could give you a nasly nip. 

What is it about the British 
and animals? For we have been 


here before. Remember 
Blackie the Donkey? He was 
rescued by the Sun from cruel 
Spaniards who wanted lo kill 
him in 1987 in an annual ritu- 
al to mark the execution of a 


rapist centuries ago. and then 
pinched by the Daily Star which 
took him to join 7.000 others in 
the Donkey Sanctuary in Sid- 
raouth. Devon. Then there was 
the rabbit saved by an intrepid 


Mail on Sunday reporter who 
ventured into the lair of Colonel 
Gaddafi to recover the pet. 
which had been abandoned 
when diplomats quit the British 
embassy during one of those 


Libyan crises (we ftwget the cri- 
sis, you see, but not the rabbit). 

I have, I must confess, for- 
gotten the name of the Tripoli 
bunny. Which is probably why 
I am back on rabbirpie. “Once 
an animal has been given a 
name, it is difficult to eat it,” ac- 
cording to Julia Berryman, a 
psychologist at Leicester Uni- 
versity who has made a study of 
people’s attachment to ani- 
mals. “Pets [except goldfish] are . 
invariably named, and you form 
a relationship with them,” she 
said. So close that one third of 
pet-owners, her research shows, 
have a closer relationship with 
their pet than their spouse.. 
“These pigs have stepped out 
of line. They have crossed over 

from being farm animals tO 
companions. They have been 
given names. Once that hap- 
pens you can’t reverse the 
process.’’ 

This explains something of 
our ambivalence about crea- 
tures which one minute are just 
potential bacon sandwiches and 
the next have become stars. It 
was a swift transformation. The 
day that we first heard of the 
pigs we were, elsewhere in our 
newspapers, continuing to re- 
gard the pigs and Wiltshire in 
an altogether different tight. . 

Wiltshire, you may recall, is 
at the centre of the row between 
the British and Italians over 
whether Parma ham, the most 
upmarket transmutation a pig 

undergo, can legitimately be 
sliced in Wiltshire. The Parma 
Ham Consortium is seeking 
an injunction to prevent Asda 
from selling its meat cured in 
Parma but sliced and pack- 
aged in Chippenham. They 
might be better off just giving 
the hams cute little nicknames. 

It goes further than that We 
give them not just names, but 
personalities. Anthropomor- 
phism has been a British weak- 
ness since the three little pigs 
first went to market Small 
wonder that the device surfaced 
again this week. The Evening 
Standard printed the first “ex- 
clusive interview" with the Tam - 


worthTWo dad io dark glasses. 
The Daily Mad carried a wince- 
mairiqg “wodd omfcsciusiye”-- 
complete with invented quotes 
which had theybeen fromaper- 
sonhisettiforwoiddhavewaiH- 
ed “improved’’. Eventhe Times 
printed a piece with pig qnotes 
prefaced with expletives like 
“Phew”. 

There were thosewho were 
not amused. “It’s fantastically 
hypocritical" said Rev Profes- 
sor Andrew Linzey, Fellow of 
Mansfield College, Oxford, 
who bolds Britain’s first acad- 
emic post in animal theology. 
“Five hundred million animals 
are slaughtered every year and 
-are treated with hideous cruel- 
ty- pigs have their teeth dipped 
with metal pliers and their tails 
pulled off” 

But it’s not the tabloids be 
blames, so' much as Aristotle. 
“He was the first to say animals 
are there for our use, and then 
the idea came into Christiani- 
ty via Thomas Aquinas who 
conceived an intellectual hier- 
archy from angels, men, 
women, animals and plants." 

Such priorities became em- 
bedded in English culture and 
law. In the Seventies, Amnesty 
International financed experi- 
mentsio torture pigs to find out 
whether certain kinds of torture 
could be used without damag- 
ing skin. In the 1980s, a man 
charged with cruelty to prawns 
successfully argued in court 
that they weren’t sentient beings 
(he had thrown the live crus- 
taceans on a hot plate and 
watched them jump). More re- 
cently the Nuffield Committee 
on xenotransplantation derid- 
ed that it was ethical to use pigs 
for organ transplants but not 
primates tike monkeys and apes 
because they were too dose to 
human beings. 

The Tamworth Two, both 
back in custody last night, were 
originally part of a three-pig 
group when they eatered the 
abattoir. The third animal was, 
according to the butcher, 
“processed in the usual way.” If 
only he’d had a name. 
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Dear Reader Herald House Hotel Five Lakes Hotel Golf and Country Club 

Have you been on a dey break in the last 12 months? If so, then we would like to hear from you. 

By filling in the questionnaire you have the chance to win a UK City Break at one of the following hotels: Five Lakes Hotel. Golf & Country Club. Maldon, Essex, are offering a two night ‘Pamper time’ stay in an en -suite room with English breakfast The pampering 
includes massage, facial and manicure with an evening meal from the table d’hote in the award winning Came lot restaurant Or have a weekend break in the Minorel Herald House Hotel in a double or twin room with a fell English breakfast where you can take ad- 
vantage of their courtyard bar and acclaimed restaurant The hotel is situated in the heart of Edinburgh only a few minutes walk from Princes Street Offers are based on two people sharing and subject to availability and confirmation by the hotel. Winners to be 
drawn at random. 

Please send your completed questionnaire to: City Break Questionnaire, Freepost 13583, One Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London, EI4 5DL, to arrive no later than 31st January 1998. 


I • How many city breaks holidays in the UK have 
you had in the last 12 months (excluding visits to 
family and friends)? 

None (go to Q3) 5) 0 

One | 

Two 2 


8. Regarding your choice of accommodation, how 
would you rate the following in order of importance, 
with 1 being not at all important and 5 being very 


13 • Which of the following do you use for infor- 
mation about what to do on your city break? 


ABOUT YOU 


Three 3 
Four+ 4 


2 . 


And which cities in the UK did you stay in? 


London on l occasion 6) 1 
London on 2+ occasions 2 
Bath 3 

Birmingham 4 

Brighton 5 

Bristol 6 

Cambridge 7 

Canterbury 8 

Other - please state 


Cardiff 7) 

Edinburgh 

Leeds 

Oxford 

Manchester 

St ratfo rd 

York 


important? 

Price/deal 

Picture In brochure/paper 
Type of hotel 
Location 

Facilities 

Other 


3 4 
3 4 
3 4 
3 4 
3 4 
3 4 
3 4 


Guide book 
Tourist information 
Newspaper articles 
Advice from friends 
Television holiday programmes 
Other - please state. 


251 2 

3 

4 

5 

8 


9. What was the cost in total per person? 


14 • Have you ever been on any of the following 
holidays within the UK in the last 12 months? 


Sex 

34) 

Male 

1 

Female 

2 


15-24 

1 

45-54 

4 


25-34 

2 

35-44 

5 


35-44 

3 

65+ 

6 

Working status 




36) 

Full time (30hrs+ per week) 


1 


£50 or under 
£51-050 
£151 -£250 


20) I 
3 


£251 -£350 
£351 + 


-7-8 


?•. . H °^ manychry break holiday abroad have you 
^ 5* 2 rnonths (exclucfing visits to family 

and mends)? 


10. What was the main method of transport to 
your last city break destination? 


Health farm 
Boating 
Other- 


26) 


Golf 3 

Murder mystery 4 


None (go to Q5) 8) 0 

One I 

Two 2 


Three 

Four+ 


4. Which cities abroad did you visit? 
9) 


Amsterdam 9) I 
Barcelona 2 

Berlin 3 

Dublin 4 

Madrid 5 

Other - please state 


New York 10) 

Paris 

Prague 

Rome 

Venice 


Own car 21) I 

Hired car 2 

Ferry/hovercraft 3 

Other - please state 


Rail 4 

Air 5 

Coach 6 

8 


15. Have you ever responded to any advertis- 
ing in The Independent or Independent on Sunday 
regarding a holiday? 

27) Yes 


Studying full time 
Unemployed 
Retired 
Not working 

Do you have a degree? 

37) Yes I 

Residential area 


I 


No 


London 38) 
East Anglia 
North West 
N Ireland 


South/SE 
South West 
North/West 
Ireland 


No 


Whies 39) I 
Midlands 2 
Scotland 3 
Abroad 4 


J4 

9- 


5* Thinking about the last dty break you took, was 
rt in the UK or abroad? 

UK ii) | Abroad 2 

6. 


1-2 

3-4 


How many nights did you spend away? 
12) I 


5+ 


1 1 a From the following list choose the three most 
important factors influencing your choice of city 
destination. 

Price 

Museums/places of historic interest 

Nightclubs 
Shopping 
Theatres/shows 
Restaurants/food 
Distance from home 
Country 

Recommendations from friends 
Newspaper article 
TV programme 
An event in the city 
Other - please state. 


16. Which of the following national quality 
newspapers do you read during the week 
(ie. Monday-Friday) and on a Saturday? 


THANK YOU 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


Mon-Fri 


Daily Tele 
financial T imes 
The Guardian 
The Independent 
The Times 


28) 


Sat 

29) I 

2 

3 

4 

5 


Please fill in your details if you are entering the 
competition. 


Name 


Address., 


...Postcode.. 


23) 


— ■ x. 

7. And what type of accommodation did you stay Ho " did X«“ book you last city break) 

,n * Through a travel agent 24 ) 


1 7« And which of the following quality Sunday 
m read almost alw; 
only occasionally 


newspapers do you read almostalwa' 
quite often (Q/O), i 


Evening telephone number- 


4-5 scar hotel 13) 
2-3 star hotel 
I star hotel 
Other - please state. 


1 Self catering 4 

2 Bed and breakfast 5 

3 Youth hostel 6 

8 


Through a travel agent 
Teletext 
Telephone direct to company 
Through a newspaper 
Through a magazine 
Other - please state 


never? 


Independent on Sunday 
Observer 
Sunday Telegraph 
Sunday Times 


uity Sunday , 

lys (A/A), : L*® 35 ® Box if you would not be willing to | I 

(O/O) or i hel P us *1* any research in the future. I — I 


A/A Q/O O/O Never 



j For your free copy of Minotel GB and Ireland Guide, plus 
a 10% discount voucher. Send your name and address, 
marking your request "The Independent” to Minotel 
GB Ltd, 37 Springfield Road, Blackpool. Lancs, FYI 2PZ. 


1 » 
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Seeking die 
invisible: 
John Berger 
poses 

before ‘Face 
Writing’, a 
triple self- 
portrait. 
With 
images of 
faces,’ he 
says, ‘what 
one looks 
for is to 
make that 
face also a 
place* - in 
this case, 
Inch 

Kenneth 
in the 
Hebrides 

Photograph; 
Rui Xavier 


John Berger: ways of seeing, ways of biking 


rO^ 


• For well-nigh half a century, 
v John Berger - poet, essayist, critic, 
novelist, playwright, veteran guru 
of the left - has taught us new ways 
of thinking, new ways of seeing the 
world. So what is he doing now? 
Drawing motorbikes. He tells 
Andrew Lambirth the reason why. 

A compact, energetic figure with while hair. 
John Berger will be 72 this year. He was 
bom in Stoke Newington, North London. 
- but for 30 years be b3s lived abroad, and 
now makes his home in a village in the 
French Alps. He is hesitant in conversation; 
you feel that he is weighing every word, 
searching for the mot juste. There is the par- 
allel sensation that he is translating from 
another language - French? - as he speaks. 
Alone point he says: “freedom, but not with 
a capital IT (as. presumably, in Liberie), be- 
^ fore quickly correcting himself. His “no” 
reverts to a “non" at limes of emphasis. 

His apparent shyness is no doubt a mask 
for his sensitivity - the sensitivity that per- 
mits him to respond so intricately to works 
of art, people and places. His seriousness 
is matched by a willing sense of humour; 
Berger has a warm presence; he is charm- 
ing and courteous. Yet there is also a re- 
serve: you sense a bidden, private core to 
the man. which may or may not be serene. 

Today. John Berger is perhaps best 
known as a Booker Prize-winning writer of 
fiction, yet even those whose eyes were 
opened by his extraordinary 1972 TV se- 
ries, Mays of Seeing, may not be aware that 
he began life as an artist, training first at 
the Central School, where he stayed for al- 
most two years before going into the army. 
Demobbed in 1946, he continued his in- 
terrupted education at Chelsea School of 
*Ait. There were good teachers on the staff: 
Robert Medley. Geri Richards, Henry 
Moore. Julian Trevelyan. .At that point 


Berger saw- himself as pursuing a life in art. 

He h3d some success in group exhib- 
itions. then in 1953 he was given a solo show 
at Wrldenstein’s of some 15 or 20 p aintings. 
nearly all of which are now dispersed to the 
winds. The Wildenstein show was his last 
in England until this week. He returns now 
to the gallery circuit with 14 recent draw- 
ings. showing at Purdy- Hicks, near the new 
Tate at Bankside. A modest show, but full 
of interest, and highly typical of the man. 

I am interviewing him in the gallery, and 
we return to the story of his development. 
What does he think now of the paintings 
of that early period? He frowns. “Several 
things. First of all, that they are often quite 
clumsy. And then, almost the opposite: that 
they could be freer, that they're a bit con- 
stipated. But I can also see in them, some- 
where struggling behind that restrictiveness, 
a kind of passion, which I can recognise per- 
haps as mine.” 

It was in 1953, too, that Berger stopped 
practising as an artist. Not that he stopped 
drawing altogether, but being an artist now 
look second place lo writing, and drawing 
became simply an activity he undertook 
from time to time, “like a diary?” I ask. 
“No. it was either more functional than that, 
or more relational. Either I drew because 
I saw something and wanted to remember 
it for some quite definite purpose, or I 
would draw something which 1 thought 
would help me with my writing. Sometimes 
1 would draw portraits of people I was in- 
venting in a book, or portraits of intimate 
friends. I’ve always done that - it’s not re- 
ally a question of making a portrait but of 
trying to follow the traces of their lives, 
which are somehow visible in their hands 
oc in their faces." 

Despite, or perhaps because of, his need 
for precision of expression, Berger notori- 
ously finds writing difficult, and turns to draw- 
ing almost for light relief. He makes no big 
claims for his new exhibition, but he’s always 
been keen to put on record the various as- 


pects of his creativity - whether essays, crit- 
icism, plays, poeny, photographs or fiction. 
The drawings, mostly in charcoal or ink. are 
dearly important to him, but be remains mod- 
es about them. “About four or five years ago, 
I began to draw more and more. And then 
1 realised something. For 35 or 40 years, I 
really wasn’t drawing very much. One would 
suppose that, if one then went back to it, one 
would more or less go back to where one had 
stopped But I found surprisingly that, dur- 
ing those mute years, things bad gone on de- 


4 lt was the height of the 
Cold War, we were living 
under threat of nuclear 
war... In that situation, to 
draw and paint seemed 
not urgent enough’ 


vdoping. there had been an evolution. So I 
was actually further on.” 

So why did he give up an for literature? 
“The creative choices that one makes in a 
life are much more incoherent and com- 
pulsive than one pretends afterwards. It 
wasn’t really because I became discouraged 
about myself as a painter. No. Of course I 
had days of despair, as everybody does, but 
that hadn't overburdened me. It was the 
height of the Cold War - 1^52. ’53. ’54 - 
we were living under ihe imminent threat 
of nuclear war. It seemed that one really 
had to protest in order to make this ter- 
minal catastrophe even slightly less likely. 
In that situation, to draw and paint seemed 
not urgent enough. Of course, one cnuld 
have made posters and agitprop, but it's not 
something I ever did. 

“I had a certain capacity in write. I dis- 
covered that when I was a kid at school. 1 
wrote poems, letters.. . It became possible 


for me to become a journalist, and I could 
talk directly about the nuclear threat and 
the political choices. So it was a kind of ur- 
gent. somewhat desperate politicisation 
which led me to begin writing. Having done 
that I began to see that it was difficult to 
combine these two activities. Painting has 
to be a full-time activity. You really have 
to be covered with this material that you’re 
working with, whether it’s paint or day. So 
I then decided that, rather than be a one- 
handed painter, it was belter to stop.” 

Berger was the feared and respected art 
critic of The New Statesman for a decade 
( 1 952-62). writing in favour of social ( not so- 
cialist ) realism, a logical extension of his com- 
mitment to Marxism. He also wrote other 
journalism, but it was not long before he felt 
the urge to go beyond reporting the imme- 
diate. and explore fiction- His first novel. A 
Painter of Our Time, published in 1958. is pri- 
marily about painting. Tbe book has an ex- 
perimental and slightly didactic feeling to it, 
and is based on a group of people, many of 
them emigres from Central and Eastern Eu- 
rope. who lived in the Finchley Road area. 
Berger says that if anyone inspired the ob- 
servations on paintiDg in tbe hook it was a 
Dutch artist and dose friend. Friso Tfen Holt, 
who in fact died the week before our inter- 
view. Ten Holt also had a motorbike, a BSA. 
and made a number of journeys by bike with 
Berger. This is not as irrelevant as it sounds: 
fix im an early age. Berger has been passionate 
about motorbikes, and still rides one. Three 
of the drawings in tills exhibition are about 
the experience of biking. 

1 1 is a subject Berger is convinced he will 
return to. “This is really just the beginning.’’ 
he says. Two drawings feature a biker tra- 
versing a primed map. 1 ask whether this 
is Berger in conceptual mode. “They're not 
drawings about motorbikes, they’re about 
the experience ■ >f riding a bike. I was work- 
ing on the series, fiddling around, when sud- 
denly I had the idea of drawing on a map. 
Then I began lo see something which is not 


so much conceptual as phenomenological, 
to do with experience. The contours on a 
map, the rivers, the roads, the mountain 
ranges, begin to make a metaphor with the 
body of the motorbiker and tbe bike. In a 
strange way you become the journey that 
you've made, until the next one. You eat 
it and you shit it too; it passes through you.” 

\Vfe look together at other drawings in the 
gallery. One. O Betartzos. depicts a small town 
in Galida, northern Spain. “It was a very poor 
town, from which thousands of emigrants left 
for Cuba and Latin America. . . I went there 
several summers; I love this place. I did sev- 
eral drawings, always with this obsession that 
Betanzos was a town which people left, so 
the drawing is about memory.” 

A triptych called Face Writing, done in 
ink on the pages of a Chinese notebook of 
absorbent paper, is a series of three self- 
portrait heads drawn with spidery economy. 
“"With images of faces, what one looks for 
is to make that face also a place, a specif- 
ic place." He means, in terms of where it 
was drawn - Inch Kenneth, in the Hebrides. 
And that’s all the information that Berger 
thinks necessary to impart. 

-As visitors to his exhibition, our primary 
job is to look, not to sniff out autobiography. 
There are drawings of fish, made partly 
from Berger’s interest in movement. Then- 
particular appeal? "I suppose it is tbe fant- 
astic intricacy of these creatures ... There 
arc two things about fish: their speed, which 
is expressed in their forms, and that their 
lives are incredibly secret. Except when you 
glimpse them through the water, or they’re 
dead, you never see fish. And it seems to 
me that so much drawing and painting is 
finally about seeking the invisible." 

‘Drawings by John Berger' is at Purdy Hicks, 
65 Hopion Street, London SEI (0171-401 
9339) until 31 January. ‘Pages of the Wound', 
a limited edition of Berger's selected poems, 
photographs and drawings (John Christie at 
Circle Press, £270), is on sale at the gallery. 


The wispy little 
man behind the 
big Bronx novel 

Don Delillo 

Congress House 

That small sense otdtfd to perhaps: 
a crowd of 500 packed into TUC 
headquarters to hear Don Delillo, 
soon of Italian immigrants from the 
Bronx, talk a lot of fiction. The pub- 
lishers had described it as lbe lit- 
erary event of tbe decade. It cost 
£3.50 a head, and was on the No 7 
bus route. 

At the end of the evening, in ex- 
change for a voluntary levy of ap- 
prtDdmately £15, many walked away 
with living proof that they had been 
there - a novel. Underworld, weigh- 
ing in at approximately 2 kilos, to- 
gether with a spidery signature of 
authenticity. 

Many in that crowd were PhD 
students- the girl sitting next to me 
was 80,000 words into a doctorate 
on the post-modern American 
novel. She’d approached the sub- 
ject through cybernetics at first, she 
said, but her supervisor at Birkbeck 

had suggested a slightly different ap- 
proach - through noise theory. 
This was why she'd read Delillo’s 
White Noise. It was the only one of 
his books she'd read. It had been 
very interesting, she said. 

At exactly the moment when 
anticipation reached fever pitch, the 
Waterstone’s marketing manager 
walked on stage to tell us how to 
queue for tbe book-signing at tbe 
end, and to remind us that it might 
be embarrassing if the book hadn't 
been purchased first Mr Delillo was 
not in the habit of signing paper 
serviettes or merely handing out 
easy smiles, not these days. Then 
an oozy American literary editor 
from the New York Observer hit the 
podium running, with enough 
ridiculous hyperbole to make an 
author break down in tears of grat- 
itude. No wonder DelOlo, when he 
came boinging across the stage 
like a kangaroo, looked contented 
He even flicked the Lit Ed on the 
back of the neck with the cutting 
edge of his manuscript to show that 
he was being really pally. 

The Birkbeck PhD already knew 
what Delillo would be like - small 
and wispy, with a heavy lisp. More 
private citizen than literary hero. 
And so it was. He treated us lo 35 
minutes of readings from the book, 
a kaleidoscope of literary images: 
the wonderful, fast repartee of a 
couple of Bronx butchers: kids 
smashing up a carriage on the 
Elevated Railroad: taking the sun 
on tbe roof of an apartment build- 
ing in the Fifties, the tar melting in 
the heat. 

Delillo knew that it was goiDg to 
be a long book after he’d written 
the 20.000-word opening sequence, 
a description of a legendary ball- 
game between the Giants and the 
Dodgers, set in 1951. Somewhere 
within that sequence, a single sen- 
tence is buried describing a kid on 
a Bronx roof, listening lo that 
game on the radio. 

That kid, Nick Shay, would be- 
come the central character of the 
panoramic view of the Cold Wjt era 
that the 80Cl-page novel grew into 
over four years. Enough to keep any 
post-docloraJ student of American 
literature gainfully employed for at 
least two lifetimes. 

Michoel Qover 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


A WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 




The past- is uufashionablc 
right now: cutting ourselves 
off from oirr roots, drawing a 
line under things, modern- 
ising, reinventing - that’s 
what we like doing. That old 
stuff, tradition and so forth, 
it's a bit passe now, isn’t it? 

Lhing Ideas, this week's 
Postscript series on Radio 3, 
was based on the positively 
nerdy belief that history isn’t 
so easily got rid of: you think 
you've wiped it off your shoes, 
but the smell clings. Four 
contemporaiy thinkers ar- 
gued the relevance of their 
predecessors to the world we 
live in, starting with the 
American philosopher 
Martha Nussbaum, who put 
the case for “Stoic cosmo- 
politanism”. 

Cosmopolitanism was in- 
vented by Diogenes the Cyn- 
ic - a man famous for 2.000 
years for Irvine in a barrel - 
which wouldn't get him more 
than 15 seconds of air time in 
Ihe Ten O’Clock News “And 
finall y ..."slot if he were alive 
today. Hie Stoics only popu- 
larised iL A cosmopolitan is, 
literally, a “citizen of the 
world**. Cosmopolitanism 
held that class, rank, status, 
national origin and gender are 


irrelevant to moral worth; 
we may have local ties and 
preferences, but we are all 
part of a common human 
community. You can see the 
aspiration at work in modern 
phenomena from the Inter- 
national Court at the Hague 
to the Bill and Ted films, with 
their powerful moral. “Be 
cool to one another”. 

But the irrelevance of 
class and rank remains an 
ideal, and possibly not even 
that, in a country where plac- 
ating the rich has become one 
of the first principles of gov- 
ernment. Machiavelli’s prac- 
tical political thought, the 
subject of Quentin Skinner’s 
slot on Wednesday, seems to 
have had more concrete in- 
fluence. The good ruler, quot- 
ed Skinner, knows bow to 
vary his conduct with the 
winds of fortune, and knows 
that appearance is every- 
thing- fs there some modem 
politician SJannercould have 

had in mind? Come to that, 
are there any Skinner could 
not have had in mind? 

The power of history to 
shape the present was given 
its full due in Empire (Radio 
4, Monday), where Peter Jay 
took Gibbon's Decline and 


Fall of the Roman Empire as 
the model for a four-pan 
obituary of the British Em- 
pire. The first programme was 
dragged down by a cliched 
production - an imperial 
march by William Walton, 
clopping hooves, cheering 
crowds - and by Jay’s over- 
assured delivery. But under- 
neath lay an appealing 
intellectual shyness, an un- 
willingness to put forward 
explanations and motives for 
such a loose, heterogeneous 
phenomenon, as Jay moved 
towards the reflection that 
w hat can happen, will happen. 

Fortunately, that isn’t true, 
as evidenced by Kennedy's 
Secret Tapes (Radio 4. 
Wednesday), an account of 
the Cuban missile crisis of 
1962. Anthony Howard, all 
breathless intelligence, nar- 
rated and Ed Bishop made a 
strangely sheepish JFK. What 
could have happened here 
was a nuclear strike on Cuba 
-in fact, the programme sug- 
gested. it came closer to hap- 
pening Lhan people realised 
at the time. Listening, you fell 
a trickle of uneasy relief that 
it didn’t; and realised that this 
is what really matters about 
history: it’s still going on. 


"/« I ,TS r*t-L 
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Theatre just isn’t “relevant”, in- more people iu see Adrian 
tones Dominic, the pompous Noble's latest London season: on 
young TV producer in David another. I smell the “Dominic 
Hare's outstanding play Amy's tendency” here: make it all sound 
1 lew. which transferred to the “relevant”. And it's a hit of a con 
West End this week. He is suit- trick, ultimately of doubtful 
ably chided - with Hare's ap- benefit. 
provaL one suspects. But in the Hamlet, despite the proies- 
Royal Shakespeare Company's unions of innumerable directors 
new season brochure also out this chasing the young persons' vote, 
week, I spy the “make it relevant" is not a thriller. It is a richly lay- 
faeior at work once more. ered. complex, poignant, poetic 

Take this drama.wilh 

breathless de- s , Tt insights that 

scriplion of a fpvee- it is / transcend 

play. The ^ its age. It is 

hero, we read. ^ v 'VVv/ hest appre- 

“is the only tVr dated with 

one whu n ^ cVm l ‘ some ad- 

knows who rT vancc study 

has killed his •- tiie text 

father. When OS and ils bn ‘ 

he alerts the 7 -I guage. but 

murderer to the rewards 

the fact, he puis his own life in arc litclong. No marketing per- 
dangcr.” That's Hamlet. OK. son is going to write any of that, 
that was easy. What about “Is it of course. But aren I psyeho 
hb conscience lhai troubles the logical insights, poetry and un- 
king ... or another lady?” II you requited Ii ive as "relevant” as the 
plumped (or Henry I 7//. pn •cccd cinematic sound-bites of “aJcrt- 
lo the final round. “A complex ins the murderer and “putting 
w eb of sexual passion, political his ow n tile in danger ! 
hope and private despair." Ol course, it sail a wayufliy- 
Gotcha! Anyone who correctly ing m get a new audience into 
guessed Unde I itnyu can proceed the theatre. The problem with 
straight to an executive job in the trying to persuade them that 
RSC marketing department. they are about ii i see L4 C ott- 
On one level. I'm in favour of fhkwntl >>n Mage is that they 
am wheeze that encourages might just leave at the interval. 
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Welfare reform 


if 


Among the works associated with Sir Isaiah 
Berlin - fondly remembered at a memo- 
rial service this week - is his enrichment 
of the old adage that there is no accounting 
for taste. Values, he taught, are incom- 
mensurable, and the old liberal idea that 
we should work towards a nirvana where 
all conflicts can be ended is not only in- 
human but positively dangerous. 

Well, scanning the latest Arts Council 
budget allocations, it’s hard not to agree. 
Here is a miniature example of the wider 
point How exactly do we measure the rel- 
ative worthiness of supporting - out of a 
limited and shrinking total of public 
money - opera rather than film, poetry 
against painting, and after that decide, say , 
that this big London-based company is 
more deserving than that provincial troupe 
or even (a critical example) this London 
orchestra rather than that? 

The answer is we cannot Decisions 
have to be made, and money allocated. But 
there wQl always be argument endless dis- 
pute about what constitutes innovation, 
about what is good and worthy and what 
deserves subsidy from the taxpayers when 
patrons won’t pay up. That debate is not 
just inevitable. It is thoroughly healthy. The 
core principle, that there should be pub- 
lic subsidy, is unassailable. The vexing ques- 
tions are bow much and for whom. What 


is essential Is that such judgements are 
made openly, and that they are available 
to be defended by those who make them 
on the public's behalf. The public's assent 
has to be earned rather than taken for 
granted. Too often arts administrators have 
allowed their defensiveness to become an 
excuse for closet decision-making, too 
readily (but understandably) interpreted 
by the public as arrogance. 

That is the biggest criticism that can he 
levelled at the Arts Council. Bom as a 
buffer, to stop direct political interference 
in artistic projects, the Council has too 
often itself become a sealed container, its 
deliberations impervious to public gaze and 
correction. Wbrse. it has not even been weD 
run. Too often the paying public has been 
left with the impression of an institution 
afraid of debate, and inefficient with it. Too 
often under Arts Council oversight, arts 
administration has remained the province 
of amateurs, sincere, tided, well-inten- 
tioned ... and innumerate. That is a gen- 
eralisation unfair to many organisations, 
no doubt - but all too apt a description 
of. for example, the Royal Opera. 

In this light, the twin appointments this 
week of new chairmen for both the Arts 
Council and the Royal Opera must be wel- 
come news. Messrs Southgate, at Covent 
Garden, and Robinson, at the Arts Coun- 



cil bring two much-needed qualities to 
their respective tasks. Too much can be 
made of business acumen in the public sec- 
tor- Mrs Thatcher’s serial appointments 
proved that success in r unning a compa- 
ny or impressing the Stock Exchange is not 
a sufficient condition for political and ad- 
ministrative achievement Bat managing 


Granada or MI is a very big task; it is 
hard to imagin e Sir Colin Southgate al- 
lowing the Opera House’s finances to 
come to their present sony pass, if only 
because he would have been scrutinising 
the balance sheets. 

What both men also offer is a fresh eye. 
Sir Colin takes over in anticipation of Sir 
Richard Eyre’s report on the future of the 
Covent Garden site: he will need to be 
tough-minded and iconoclastic if compa- 
ny and theatre are to be re-founded. Geny 
Robinson does not have to be a ruthless 
tycoon to ask whether the Arts Council 
is strictly necessary — but he will be free 
from the Judicrons prejudice which sees 
artiaic endeavour as so fragile, so precious 
that only amateurs can be entrusted with 
the business of allocating giants. Both men 
ought to agitate for more money from all 
sources, that is part of the job. But both 
are surely realistic enough to know that 
- however rosy the macro-economic 
assumptions for the spending era after 
April 1999 -financial constraints are more 
likely to tighten than become more lax. 

Besides, a lot of ritual huffing and puff- 
ing goes on over arts funding. It will al- 
ways be a critical, and unending, dialogue 
between “elitists" and “egalitarians", be- 
tween those who want to concentrate the 
limited sums on the identifiably excellent 


sand flowera blooming, especially m the 


provinces, even at the eapense of quality. 

A critical chairman of the Arts Coun- 
cil ought to get frknseifalong to the AM- 

wych Theatre aappitk up the question 


poseu — -'V 

in David Hhie’s ittw Amy’s View: why 

should (subsidised) theatre be languish- P 
mg when movie and tdetfiskm drama. Ebur- W- 
whes? Given bis background, Geny 
Robinson mi gh t extend .the question-; _ 

nairw and ask abdal orchestral subsidy lev- 
els, given the trends in -the market for 
recon^cIasskaliHBisfcL' ' 

There are hard questions, but there are 
no. clear or absolute answers: a lurch, to- 
ward Elitism or towards populism m ig ht 
look intellectually deverbut would be - 

astrous in practice. If dm Arts Council is 

to exist a tall— and we are sceptics on drat 
- then it should prove itsdfty findmg more 
imaginati ve ways of using public money. 

It should support individual makers of 
music, art and drama .-.poets and sculp- 
tors - not simply institutions. It should en- 
sure that we are provoked as well as 
charmed. And above all, it should be rig- 
orous and ruthlessly professional in its t ^ 
managem ent of money. That may not be 
an art; but without" it, art suffers. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Sir: I was concerned to read 
Tony Benn's defence of the 
current system of maternity 
benefits (letter, 13 January). 

Maternity payments no 
longer benefit those most in 
need. In fact, they redistribute 
resources away from the poor- 
est in society, because the more 
you earn, the more you get. For 
example, a woman earning 
£50,000 a year will receive ma- 
ternity payments of almost 
£6,000. while another earning 
£60 per week gets nothing, be- 
cause she is below the lower 
earnings limit. 

Although £500m is spent 
on this benefit, one in five 
women workers who get preg- 
nant get nothing. 

Labour established the wel- 
fare state in 1945 - a different 
time, and in many ways a dif- 
ferent world. Breadwinners 
were usually men, with women 
playing a role outside the work- 
place. Since the 40s, there has 
been an explosion of women 
working, particularly part- 
time.The social security sys- 
tem, and maternity benefits in 
particular, bas not changed to 
reflect this. 

A reforming government 
that wants to rejuvenate the wel- 
fare state must modernise it, 
and that means ensuring that re- 
distribution is towards, and not 
away from, those poorest 
women who currently face ex- 
clusion. 

LORN A FITZSIMONS MF 
(Rochdale, Lab ) 

Chair, Parliamentary Labour 
Party Women's Group 
House of Commons 
London SWJ 



Injustice: the sword of the disgraced Captain Alfred Dreyfus is ceremonially broken in the yard of the Ecole Milrtaire, January 1895 Hukon Getty 


Esterhazy’s fate 


Sir Ester hazy, for whose spying 
Dreyfus was blamed (“France 
still haunted by the spectre of 


Dreyfus", 13 January), dealt 
with the German military at- 
tach 6 in Paris, Colonel von 
Scfawaizkoppen, who took or- 
ders directly from the military 


authorities in Berlin. The Ger- 
man ambassador. Count Mun- 
ster von Deraeberg, hated 
espionage, and was unaware of 
what was taking place. After he 


fled France in September 189S, 
Esterhazy lived In England un- 
der various pseudonyms for 
most of the remainder of his life. 
He is buried in St Nicholas's 


churchyard at Harpenden, 
Hertfordshire, under the name 
Count Jean de VoflemonL 
TIMOTHY ROBEY 
Southport, Merseyside 


Sin The debate about deliveiy 
of universal benefits to the af- 
fluent raises a question. Will 
a government which has the 
courage to seek an integrated 
transport policy also have the 
stamina to address that other 
holy grail, the amalgamation 
of the tax and benefits sys- 
tems? 

A system whereby individu- 
als bold a lifelong account with 
the state into which they pay 
when they are able and from 
which they draw as they need 
would obviate the distortions of 
the current parallel systems 
and offer a more subtle set of 
policy levers than is currently 
available. 

For example, an individ- 
ual's account might be debited 
for routine health services such 
as dental or eye care, but not 
for the potentially bankrupting 
treatment of acute or chronic 
illness. A variety of means 
might be available to credit an 
individual’s account. A gradu- 
ate seeking employment could 
gain credit against her student 
loan by undertaking voluntary 
work, whilst a middle-aged per- 
son might gain credit against 
her own pension by caring for 
an elderly relative and thereby 
saving the state a substantial 
sum. 

A new mechanism for the fi- 
nancial relationship between 
individuals and the state is a pre- 
requisite for a stakeholder so- 
ciety. 

JIM TOOHILL 
London SW4 


Sir Someone should warn Ibny 
Blair to watch his back. In his 
drive to find savings from wel- 
fare spending he is taking a 
quite breathtaking risk. A 
Labour government which un- 
dermines the welfare state 
would be defenceless against a 
Liberal Democrat party which 
campaigned on a “Save the 
Welfare State” platform. 
Labour backbenchers who en- 
joy their jobs should think long 
and hard. 

CYRIL AYDON 

South Newington, Oxfordshire 


Bike victim 


Sin Daniel Johnson Getter 16 
January) seems to wish to jus- 
tify cyclists riding on the pave- 
ment by pointing out that 
during a given period there 
were many more collisions be- 
tween cars and pedestrians. He 
does not tell us whether the cars 
were driving on the pavement. 
He does, however, say that the 
statistics are unreliab le when re- 
ferring specifically to cyclists on 
pavements because “they do not 

indicate where the collision 
took place or which party was 
at fault”. 

In the case of my little girl's 
broken leg, her collision with a 
cyclist took place on the pave- 
ment, but I suppose Mr John- 
son could claim that it was her 
fault for not stopping and look- 
ing both ways before emerging 
from her garden gate. 
NEVILLE CONDER 
London SW7 


is not helpful. They both share 
the same means of propulsion, 
their legs, share the same con- 
cerns not to be hit by motor ve- 
hicles and as studies show 
(Transport Research Labora- 
tories - Project Report 15) are 
well able to share the same en- 
vironment with consideration 
and co-operation. 

New cyclists and children in 
particular are going to need all 
the help and encouragement 
they can get if we are going to 
have any chance to stem the car 
culture and reap the manifold 
benefits which this efficient, 
low impact machine has to of- 
fer. 

The answer is not in more 
bureaucracy with fixed penalties 
at some places and complicat- 
ed procedures to redesignate 
footpaths for dual use of pedes- 
trians and cydists in others. The 
part of the ancient Highways 
Act prohibiting cyclists from 
footways should be repealed 
and the time and effort go into 
promoting good practice and 
considerate behaviour. Sections 
28 and 29 of the Road Traffic 
Act on dangerous riding and 
due care and attention cover 
this. Fixed penalties, adminis- 
tered with discretion, for cases 
of bad behaviour under this Act 
may well be appropriate. 
PETER HAYMAN 
Glasgow 


Asthma in Cuba 


Sin Mrs J Mathews suggests 
that the rise in asthma may be 
connected with multi-vaccina- 
tion at an early age (letter, 14 
January). 

Two years ago I went to 
Cuba on holiday. While I was 
on a group visit to a collective 
farm the resident nurse was 
asked about the main medical 
problems encountered locally. 
She said that one of their main 
concerns was the steady in- 
crease in childhood asthma. 
On further questioning it was 
apparent that the asthma trends 
in Cuba over the last few 
decades have been broadly sim- 
ilar to those in the UK. 

One would think that the en- 
vironments were quite different; 
especially that Cuba has very lit- 
tle road traffic pollution, be- 
cause it has very little road 
traffic. Climate and diet are dif- 
ferent. One thing that Cuba 
does have in common with the 
UK is a comprehensive public 
health service, including mass 
childhood vaccination. 

I would be tempted to 
jump to the conclusion that 
Mrs Mathews has hit the nail 
on the head, but Tony 
Bosworth of Friends of the 
Earth points out on the same 
page that some kinds of air 
pollution are felt a long way 


from their source. So asthma 
in Cuba and the UK might 
both be caused by global pol- 
lution of some kind. Howev- 
er, the coincidence of the 
vaccination programmes de- 
serves close study. 

KEN HAGGETT 
Sheffield 


Unfilled jobs 


columns carry that reflect this 
reality? An older manager look- 
ing for a job is often rejected as 
“overqualified” when he is em- 
inently suitable except that he 
is applying for a post similar to 
one that he did successfully 
15-20 years ago. 

A C WATSON 
Woking, 

Surrey 


Sin Setting up battle lines be- 
tween cydists and pedestrians 


Post letters to letters to the Editor 

and indude a daytime telephone number. 

Fax 0271 293 2056; e-mail: ktters@independent.co.uk 
E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Sir. There seemed to be two 
strands of thought in your arti- 
cle (14 January) on recruit- 
ment difficulties in the food 
industry: the unwillingness of 
talented young people to enter 
and the paucity of qualified and 
experienced managers. 

I have noticed unwillingness 
among my children's peers to 
enter any industrial or manu- 
facturing business. Their view 
is that potential employers of- 
fer no security in the long 
term in return for lower re- 
muneration during training 
and, as a result they are bet- 
ter advised to make their tal- 
ents into high-paid/high-risk 
jobs in IT and finance. 

Until manufacturing com- 
panies convince talented 
young people that they are re- 
liable partners, why should 
entrants into the- job market 
prefer them to consultancy 
firms offering more immediate 
cash and no less secure fu- 
tures? 

The shortage of experienced 
and qualified managers is a 
myth. The largest group of peo- 
ple in the UK is the post-war 
bulge group. These are be- 
tween 45 and 50. How many va- 
cancies do the appointments 


Fast answers 


Sir: Our Dad read the article on 
encyclopaedias and computer 
CD-Roms (13 January), and 
then set us the three questions 
that the two researchers were 
given. We achieved all the ques- 
tions in less than three minutes. 
We think most children between 
six and 12 who have a PC at 
home could do as well or better. 
We think your researchers must 
have been either very young (un- 
der four) or very old (over 16). 
MICHAEL KINSELLA 
(aged seven) 

JAMES KINSELLA 
(aged 10) 

Glasgow 


Pigs in clover 


Sin Regarding the two escaped 
pigs, I am sure that Lord 
Emsworth would be delighted 
to give them a comfortable 
home in the wonderful sur- 
roundings of B 1 an dings Castle 
and, no doubt, his brother Gala- 
had would be able to devise suit- 
able compensation for their 
Owner. 

PHILIP REVANS 
ffengrave, 

Suffolk 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Well, I am clearly a dullard 
editor. For why? Because 
my brilliant wheeze of the 
week comes just too late. 
There has been a frantic bid- 
ding war for the 'fam worth 
porkers. The Express wanted 
to buy them for £1,000 but 
was outbid by rivals, and the 
price has reportedly now hit 
five figures. The nation has. 
momentarily, put down its 
cutlery to shed a fat and 
sentimental tear over the 
runaway pigs. Our resident 
bard, Martin Newall, pro- 
duced a very fine ballad on 
the subject earlier in the 
week. Now, though, the Plain 
People of Britain wish - no, 
they absolutely demand - 
that there be a happy ending 
to the story, with Butch and 
Sundance given luxurious 
quarters and a handsome in- 
come before enjoying a 
happy retirement Only then 
will the PPB settle down, re- 
laxed, to enjoy a packet of 
pork scratching^ and a bacon 
sandwich. 

Here, surely, was a great 
opportunity for a ruthlessly 
amoral editor (Marr, A) to 
make a buck. We should 
have outbid everyone, splash- 
ing out £50,000 or £100,000, 
for the pigs. Then we could 
have announced that they 
were going to be turned into 
bacon butties and sold to our 
readers ... unless a kinder- 
hearted rival bought them 
back from us first. Given the 
sentimental weakness of the 
tabloid press, I could have 
made a packet, certainly 
tripling the investment, and 
earning enough to buy in a 
couple of dippy twenty- 
something columnists, a Paul 
Johnson essay on moral 
turpitude, and open a bureau 
in Brazil. D ammi t. Why 
didn't I think of that earlier? 


When I was nobbut a boy in 
Perthshire, I devoured the 
first glossy Sunday Times 
magazines partly because 
they published, week after 
week, illustrations from ex- 
hibitions that I’d never get to 
see. Then, for some reason, 
the fashion lor visual art in 
weekend magazines passed. 


In today’s Independent Sat- 
urday Magazine, however, 
you will find pages devoted 
to paintings from Manches- 
ter, Liverpool Swindon, Ply- 
mouth, Cookham and other 
non-London galleries. Next 
week the paintings go on 
show at the Royal Academy, 
where a ticket to “The Art 
Treasures of England; the 
Regional Collections” will 
cost you £7. Most of the 
time, though, you can see 
these and many other trea- 
sures free at local galleries. 

Why the campaigning 
note? Because this will be the 
year when the principle of 
free access to public gal- 
leries and museums survives 
Or dies. A holding deration 
has kept the British Museum 
free for now but its finances 
are precarious and there are 
those in the Treasury asking 
why the taxpayer should 
help. Many of the galleries 
whose finest jewels are in the 
new exhibition are in a par- 
lous state too. Dosing them, 
off to casual visitors would be 
as bad an act of civic van- 
dalism as shutting urban 
parks. 

Though the phrase “Vic- 
torian values” came to be 
associated with Margaret 
Thatcher, there’s more than 
a whiff of Victoriaoism about 
New Labour too. There’s 
Gladstone as Blair's pre- 
ferred role modeL There’s 
the belief in work and self- 
reliance preached from 
Downing Street and even the 
more traditionalist morality 
of those middle-class con- 
verts whom the American 
sociologist Charles Murray 
defined a few years ago as 
“new Victorians”. But. of 
course most of the strug- 
gling regional galleries were 
also Victorian creations and 
remind us of another side to 
that era; the generous-mind-, 
ed and open attitude to the 
arts as an essential aspect of 
education. These aie mind- 
altering substances which 
this newspaper firmly be!- 
li eves should be freely avail- . 
able on demand ... and yes, 
even to children. 


i 


Andrew Man 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


Alas, in a culture that encourages feeble-minded political cor- 
rectness, great monuments and great works of art are not to 
be expected - Stephen Bayiey, who resigned os cretrt/ve dfretf- 
tor of the Millennium Dome, protesting about the involvernerit of focus 
groups in its creation 

Robin Cook is obviously dangerous around airports. First he 
ditched his wife, now he's declaring undying love. His advis- 
ers should make sure he only travels by road or rail - Linda 
McDougail, author of the book ’Wstmmster Women’ 

We need to make reading more sexy. The literati is dominated 
by those who graduated from Oxbridge in states of advanced 
condescension - Kathy Lotte, bestseBing author 

Anyone who watched the game or has seen a video wifi recog- 
nise it would ha^ taken the act of a contortionist with stilet- 
to studs for a boot to have caused Simon's injury - Richard 
Yerbury, London Scottish chief executive on daims die ear injury 
wos not caused by a bite 

Eve done something with my life. I’ve marie kids happy -around 
the world - Walter Diemer, inventor of bubble-gum, before he 
(Bed this week 


Celebrity is as addictive and destructive as any drink and I 
am a recovering celebrity - Barry Manilow 
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If only I were a hard-working, 
hard-drinking Jewish agnostic 
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DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 

UNEXPLAINED 

CORRELATIONS 


A sex survey published in the United States 
this week sheds 'important light on the wel- 
fare debate currently raging in this country. 
With the swapping of statistics on benefit 
fraud, the amount of abuse of disability pay- 
ments and the existence or otherwise of a de- 
pendency culture, the aH-important question 
b raised yet again about whether we are see- 
ing causation or simply correlation, This week, 
fortuitously, assistance in the interpreting of 
such figures has come from Penn State Uni- 
versity, under whose aegis a major study of 
sexual activity involving 10,000 Americans has 
just been completed. And the results of this 
very large survey have sent academics and so- 
ciologists into a frenzy of evaluation, as they 
compete to explain the results. 

The first important figure tells us that 
there is less of this sex stuff going on than 
we thought. (Although a warning here: as 
far as I can tell onanism is not counted as 
. sexuaj. activity by the Penn State re- 
searchers.) Twenty, per cent of respondents 
had not “had” sex in the previous year, while 
. 5 per cent did it at least three times a week. 
Overall this led to a statistic revealing that, 
while 15 per cent of the people had 50 per 
cent of the sex, the remaining 85 per cent 
had to share the rest between them - the 
soft of figure one associates with grossly un- 
equal and unfair societies. 

• So, if you are an American who is not hav- 
ing a lot of sex, someone somewhere is get- 
ting your share. One day, an observer 
might speculate, the sexually dispossessed 
will rise up and occupy the boudoirs of the 
over-privileged. The Peter Stringfellows of 
Munde and Boise will be found, suspend- 
ed frum the lamp-posts by their ... 

But hold on to that rope, for there is much 
more interesting material to come. A series 
of figures breaks down the types of people 
and groups within society who are most and 
Least likely to have more than their fair ra- 
tion !of sex. And. there are some surprises 
hem. Those who work long hours report hav- 


ing sex more often, as do those who waich 
the largest amount of television. At a rate 
of 111 times per year, married couples un- 
der 29 do it more than singles of the same 
age (72), or older married couples (figure 
not given, but 1 suspect around the six mark). 

Those with doctorates manage less 
houg hm a g a n dy than [hose with first degrees 
only, jazz enthusiasts more than rock mu- 
sic lovers. Catholics a weenv bit more than 
Protestants but 20 per cent less than ag- 
nostics or Jewjs. Smokers do it 10 per cent 
more than the average, drinkers 20 per cent 
more, and those who both drink and smoke 
claim to have twice as much. In a final twist, 
everyone claims to have more sex during 
periods when confidence in the presidency 
is generally low. 

Now, we are entitled to ask some ques- 
tions about these results. It may well be, for 
instance, that drinkers sizoply think they've 
bad more sex than they actually have, or that 
heavy smokers are forced - by their shortness 
of breath - to count things as being sex which 
the rest of us don't. Baths and suchlike. 

But once we have dealt with any obvi- 
ous anomalies, we must move on to expla- 
nations. And this is where we are forced to 
consider the difference between correlation 
and cause. Is it Lhe fact of one’s occupation 
or religion or musical preferences thaL de- 
termines one's sexual behaviour? Or is there 
just a correlation, which is actually caused 
by the general characteristics that led to some 
of these choices in the first place? 

The significance of this question cannot 
be overstated. Theoretically, the person most 
likely to have the most sex is a twenty- 
some thing, married. Republican lew with 
religious doubts, who works long hours, 
failed his or her doctorate and sits in front 
of the TV watching the Jazz station all 
evening, chain-smoking and boozing. 

Now suppose that you are a teenage 
American who wishes, during his or her life- 
time. to experience the optimum level of car- 
nality. Were you to believe that these 
statistics indicated clear causal (as opposed 
to correlative) relationships, you would 
now begin to take action. If you were a gqy 
you would go through the process of con- 
version to Judaism as soon as was practicable. 
And once converted, you would stand out- 
side the synagogue on Saturday muttering. 
*Tm just not sure. Lord!” You would take 
up smoking at once, and force yourself to 
drink copious amounts of alcohol until you 
were fully acclimatised. 

As soon as you came home from work 
or studies - which would be very' late - you 
would flop down in from of the bat. taking 
this opportunity to catch up on the cigarettes 
and drinks denied you during the day. In the 
car you would, at all times, play contem- 
porary jazz tapes while complaining loudly 
about how Bill Clinton is sending the coun- 
try to hell in a handcart. 

When we scrutinise such an itinerary, it 
does not seem - on the face of it - to be one 
that holds out the promise of many long 
nigh ts of writhing physical pleasure. Far from 
it. Personally, I would not want io sleep with 
such a person. 

So I'd draw one of two very different con- 
clusions from Lhe above scenario. The first 
is that two surveys have become mixed up 
and misattributcd in the Penn Slate com- 
puter - one on the amount of sexual activ- 
ity undertaken, and the other on the 
incidence of early death from heart failure. 

The other conclusion is that what we have 
here is merely a set of random correlations, 
and that we still have no idea what it all 
means. Which brings us back. I'm sure you 
will agree, to the Welfare debate. 


The best vacations are not an 
escape, but a liberation 



BOYD 
TONKIN 
HOLIDAYS OF 
THE MIND 


Why travel? This week 
we have published 
articles for and against 
the vogue for visiting 
foreign places. Our 
concluding contriburton 
argues that it is not 
where, but how, you 
travel that really 
matters. 


Back at the start of this decade, 
when Vincent Van Gogh held 
his centenary bash- 1 did my cul- 
ture-vulture duty and booked 
timed, dated tickets to the two 
big shows in Holland. Vin- 
cent’s graphic works, which I 
love almost more than than 
those over-exposed paintings, 
were installed at a museum 
deep in woodland near the 
German border. And very won- 
derful they proved to be - yet. 
oddly, not quite so memorable 
as the free white bicycles. In a 
nostalgic nod to the Amsterdam 
hippies of the Sixties, the sur- 
rounding country park offers 
visitors a fleet of unlocked 
bikes that you can ride for as 
long and as far as you want. 

I ean renew my passion for 
Vincent’s engraved boots or 
blossoms at any time by open- 
ing a book. But I’m still look- 
ing for another A-list exhibition 
with a head-clearing spin 
attached. 

The best travel consists of 
what Labour's own sultans of 
spin call “going off-message”. 
It involves moments when you 
discover that, much as you like 
traipsing round galleries, you 
can enjoy a wobbly turn 
through the forest just as much 
tor vice versa ). It means, in ef- 
fect. having a holiday from 
yourself - from the bonds of 
habit and ego that tether 
people to their roles at home 
and work. 

The paradox is that you can 
never plan or purchase these 
bursts of liberation. The actu- 
ary who. expensively kit ted oul 
becomes a snowboard hero on 
the Colorado slopes is just buy- 
ing into someone else's pricey 
message. That soul-scrubbing 
mission to the ashram, or to find 
your inner child iu therapy on 



Canterbury pilgrims: the best travel is always a sort of pilgrimage 


a Greek island, will also miss the 
mark. Unbidden glimpses of an- 
other you have precious little to 
do with cash spent, distance 
travelled or gums consulted. 
The light of revelation can de- 
scend in Bognor and Bangkok 
alike. 

Travel firms, of course, try 
to exploit our frets about the 
yoke of ego in some pretty crass 
ways. At its crudest, the new- 
laddisb (and new-Iassisb) 
appeal to a fortnight of bed- 
hopping, with plastered nights 
under the stars and hungover 
days baking on the sand, sim- 
ply sells a mirror-image of 
nine-to-five drudgery. Turning 
your safe bourgeois routine 
upside down for a bit before 
slinking back to the grind will 
always disappoint, because you 
can't ( as it were ) keep it up for 
ever. Quick-fix hedonism 
briefly swaps one off-the-peg 
lifestyle for another. Its bid for 
short-term freedom stems from 
the belief that, elsewhere, we 
will always be in chains. 

Hence the familiar despair 
of the post-vacation Monday 
back at work. It's not so much 
that many people want to binge 
in a bar or fry on a beach for 
365 days every year as that they 
fear being slotted back into the 
usual pigeonholes. So, instead 
of seeking orgy or oblivion as 
a reward for 50 weeks of 
numbed conformity, we could 
use holidays to experiment with 
ways of being that may last 
much longer than the duty-free 
vodka. 


Away from home, people 
feel willing to test-drive alter- 
native versions of themselves. 
This pilot self is the one that 
dives down that unmarked al- 
leyway, slips into that intrigu- 
ing caff and greets the stranger 
at your table -the self that risks 
a bit of surprise and spontane- 
ity. But, if we really wished, we 
could manage that in the high 
street as well as the High 
Andes. “Travel: Bad” claimed 
John Reotoul on this page on 
Monday. “Travel: Good" ri- 
posted Simon Calder the next 
day. 1 would argue that mere 
bodfly movement means noth- 
ing at all, but that displacement 
cm trigger the changes that we 
seek. 

If you do want to revamp 
your sense of identity, how to 
travel matters more than where. 
It may even be that intrepid 
treks in far-flung locations rule 
out that kind of mental gear- 
change. Scaling glaciers or 
dodging crocodiles calls for 
too much of a vigilant ego to al- 
low for the creative drift that 
opens new doors in the mind. 
For that, you need a sense of 
physical security and a willing- 
ness to follow your nose, not 
your route-map. 

I feel freest in busy, fairly 
prosperous places that don’t 
much care whether I'm around 
or noL “Escape” to that palm- 
fringed tropical atoll or that j 
quaint rainforest pueblo, aud 
you not oaty have to act the part i 
of Mr or Ms Rich Won’t-Get- | 
Stung Westerner, forever on the i 


look-out for con-artists or 
creepy-crawlies. You must also 
take a starring role in a hundred 
mortifying little sideshows that 
dramatise the gulf between the 
rich and poor worlds. Those 
ghastly fortress-style resorts in 
the Caribbean, where the only 
locals you meet are serving 
cocktails, merely add insult to 
injury. If you’re happy to car- 
ry the misdeeds of the World 
Bank and the IMF in your 
suitcase, fine; if not, you may 
reach a deeper detachment 
from the cares of home in 
Berlin than in Bogota. 

Two kinds of voyage illustrate 
the sort of self-extension that 
even quite humdrum holidays 
can bring. First is the pilgrimage, 
once a staple trip for European 
travellers and still - as the hajj 
to Mecca - a central pillar of Is- 
lam. As any Chaucer-reader 
knows. Western pilgrims set out 
for a range of reasons that 
stretched from the sacred to the 
sordid - but they all knew that 
the journey happened as much 
in the mind as on the ground. 
Recently, the great pilgrim's 
path to Santiago de Com- 
postella has came back into 
vogue. Meanwhile, wholly sec- 
ular opportunities for small 
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groups to enjoy a spell of change 
or reflection come dressed up as 
study trips in search of Pyrenean 
flora. Cycladic temples or Bul- 
garian icons. 

As for the other sort of 
inner-directed voyage, you 
really can try this ai home. In 
France during the 1920s, the 
Surrealist artists and writers pi- 
oneered a form of aimless ur- 
ban strolling as a boost to their 
creative inspiration. Wandering 
around Paris, they hoped that 
random meetings and sudden 
insights would open up for 
them the strange poetry of 
daily life. Louis Aragon's 
haunting book Paris Peasant re- 
counts the kind of weird and 
wonderful encounters that can 
result from a decision to treat 
anywhere - and especially your 
own backyard - as the most ex- 
otic spot on earth. 

The Surrealists found beau- 
ty and mystery in the drabbest 
city street. In contrast, over- 
earnest, ego-laden voyagers 
can experience beautiful and 
mysterious sites as a cliche or 
a chore. So drop that guide- 
book, jump on a bike and re- 
member that much of travel - 
like much of sex - lakes place 
purely in the head. 
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The New Toryism as preached by Michael Portillo 



TREVOR 
'V PHILLIPS 

LANGUAGE 
AND POLITICS 


" You wonder why the Tories 
bother. In the very week that 
they come forward with the 
revotutinniwy proposal that their 
", . -IP candidate for the Mayor of 
Londorcbe selected by a vote of 
■ ••• ' ^ . . all party, members in the capi- 
taL, Peter Stringfellow, the 
_. famous nightclub owner, an- 

.. notraces his candidature. 

. Offered die choice between 24- 

hour lap dancing and, say, Iiv- 
" ing in a- Jeffrey Archer novel 

what do you think the capital's 
. citizens will choose? No coniest- 
$ £• Get your flares out: clubbing 

. r may be compulsory in Stringfel- 

’ ' low’s London. 

Still, the decision to offer the 

_ party’s members a say in this and 


ether big decisions - not least 
electing the leader - must be 
causing some furrowed brows 
down at the Carlton Club, which 
has carried the torch for Tory tra- 
ditionalists for centuries. 
William Hague, when not hon- 
eymooning or boogying on 
down in Netting HUL has had lit- 
tle to say about policy; having 
nailed the issue of Europe 
down, be is busy reconstructing 
the Tory house! He is evidently 
following the sound advice of 
those Tbries who pleaded for a 
period of silence after the elec- 
tion. No one realty wants to hear 
much from a party that is un- 
likely to be able affect the price 
of cheese this side of the mil- 
lennium. 

But specific policies are not 
all. What a party feels like is at 
certain stages far more impor- 
tant. Organisation matters; but 
the stuff you pour into the bot- 
tle - the party's culture - is what 

voters respond to. New Labour's 
leaders’ choice of language - 
tough, conservative - should 
have warned us all that they 
would not behave like Labour 
governments of the 1970s, ready 
to blow with the wind of popu- 
lar sentiment. Indeed, as some 
of my friends in the arts world 
discovered this week, this Gov- 
ernment positively delights in 
demonstrating its robustness in 
the fece of old-style appeals not 
to abandon the needs of a 


civilised, society. “Civilisation’'. 
Treasury ministers seem to be 
saying, “is what you can pay fon 
now. stop whingeing.” The 
Tories have to find their "feel” 
too. 

The letter from the Tory 
grandees to this newspaper, 
quarrelling with Mr Hague's 
suppression of debate on 
Europe, was the wrong feel. It 
made them look like men 
locked in a war that the rest of 
the world had forgotten. It is true 
that Europe divided the Con- 


sented most eve-catch rnglv by 
the signature of Chris Panen. He 
is still a brooding presence on 
the Christian Democratic wing 
of the party, said to be just wail- 
ing for Hague to stumble. Bui 
his involvement here, plus his 
improbable interest in running 
London, are signs of an uneasy 
spirit, worried about being for- 
gotten. yet unsure about how in 
find his way back to the lime- 
light. He does not represent the 
future of lhe Tories: but if not 
him, then who? 


Remember, in the 1960s it was 
the Tories who were the fun 
party, they could be so again. 


servauve Party', and that per- 
ception played a part in their 
defeat. However, it was not 
amply the fact of the division, 
but that it was o^eran issue th 3 t 
most of the British public feel 
is done and dusted. Sooner or 
later we wflj join: lhar’s the fact 
of our life in the global econo- 
my, and the timing and detail is 
for our politicians to work out. 
The argument is over. 

For" some Tories, though, 
this was the assembly of the great 
One-Nation tradition, repre- 


Thus far. there is no flavour 
of New Toryism emerging from 
Hague's own kitchen. Bui there 
is a” tantalising odour of some- 
thing exuiie wafting our way 
from Enfield. Mr Michael Por- 
tillo has been back to the larder 
and has been rummaging 
around to see what ingrcdienLs 
he can ofter to entice the miss- 
ing millions. In his speech this 
week, he brought nu( the old sta- 
ple. oppt>siiion to any progress 
towards European integration: 
but he wrapped ri in some new 


phrases, dealing with Britain's 
place in a global economy. 

Where Labour may begin to 
seem grimly defensive on the in- 
ternational stage, Portillo is be- 
ginning to paint a picture of the 
UK as a centre of global trad- 
ing. open to all. and able to span 
the world unencumbered by 
any regional attachments. On 
welfare, he astounded many by 
his speech at the last party con- 
ference, appealing for Tories to 
be understanding and humane; 
welfare mothers could be safer 
in his world. Even the Portillo 
groupies, such as the journalist 
Simon Heffer. are being driven 
to wonder aloud if they are tru- 
ly hearing tbese words from 
the master's voice. 

But Portillo has never been 
a simple proposition. He is not 
a pantomime Tory villain - fam- 
ily background, his age, his in- 
tellect all separate him from the 
old Toiy right. Now, freed from 
the factions that kepi his party 
riven, he is able to imagine a new 
culture for his party. 

The Tory party, so long yoked 
to the old IVtweUite obsession 
with English values, could be- 
come as internationalist as irwas 
in the nineteenth century (in its 
iniperialisi rrH >de ); it o ’uld be the 
champion of relaxed libertarian 
values agairisl a government 
lhat too often gives off a whiff 
of puritan self-righteousness; it 
could be lhe party lhat stands up 


for the rights of the individual 
in the face of Labour's tenden- 
cy towards grim corporatism. Re- 
member, in the 1960s, it was the 
Tbries who were the fun party; 
they could be so again. In their 
final years of government, they 
may have appeared to be en- 
joying themselves a little too 
much at the expense of others; 
but the nation, as we approach 
the millennium, is ready to hang 
loose and have a good time - and 
laughing along is a luxury op- 
positions have that governments 
don't always enjoy. 

I know that some of you felt 
I myself should have been more 
relaxed over the John Motson af- 
fair. However, the BBC has 
sent me the text of a full apol- 
ogy for the incident issued by 
Motty. It is indeed full and un- 
reserved. However, in mitiga- 
tion. he points out that he does 
not only have problems with 
blacks: he now finds it difficult 
to identify die Italian player i 
Gianfranco Zola because of his 
new haircut. Personalty. I’m 
prepared to leave the whole af- 
fair at a yellow card; but for the 
commentator’s sake, I just hope 
lhat Mr Zola’s barber is not of- 
fended; after all he might just be 
from Sicily, and the traditional 
Sicilian response to personal 
slights leaves the average Vin- 
nie Jones tackle looking like a 
love bite. 


400 years ago Ham pi was considered the 
greatest of all mediaeval Hindu capitals with 
markets that overflowed with silks/ diamonds/ 
uibies and emeralds. In 1565 it was systematically 
razed to the ground by invading forces. 

But although this mighty civilization has 
disappeared/ the ruins and remains live on as 
a world heritage site. 

Now visitors take the train journey from 
Bombay or Bangalore to relive what has been 
aptly termed. The Pompei of India/ to visit the 
Bazaar/ its museums/ the Lotus Palace and 
the extraordinary Vitcalla Temple. 

Hampi is a glorious memory. 

It will live in your mind forever. “ 2 S 5 J 5 S* 1 * 


Fbr a free brochure call 012.33 221999 or post this coupon 
to, India Tourist office/ 7 Cork Street/ London WtXiLN. 

Name 
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Pastor Georgi Vins 



Photograph: Keston College 


Georgi Petrovich Vins, pastor: 
born Blagoveshchensk, 
Siberia A August 1928, 
married (one son, three 
daughters); died Elkhart, 
Indiana II January 1998. 


Georgi Vins hit the world’s 
headlines twice - when he was 
sentenced in 1975 for his work 
as a leader of the Baptist 
churches that resisted Soviet 
government controls and again 
in April 1979 when he was dra- 
matically expelled from the So- 
viet Union with four other 
dissidents in exchange for two 
spies convicted in the United 
States. 

The events surrounding his 
expulsion were bizarre. On 25 
April 1979 he was woken up in 
prison and told to change into 
his own clothes. Completely 
unaware Of his immin ent 
change of circumstances, he 
was flown to Moscow for what 
would be his last night on So- 
viet soD, which he spent on bare 
boards in a centre for vagrants. 
The following day he was issued 
with new clothes and informed 
by an official who refused to 
, give his name that because of 
' his anti-Soviet activity the 
Presidium of the Supreme So- 
viet had stripped him of his So- 
viet citizenship. He was being 
expelled. 

Vins protested in vain that 
his activity was not anti-Soviet, 
but had to bow to the inevitable. 


He was told to write down the 
names of his dose relatives so 
that they could leave the coun- 
try with him and, realising that 
he would be unlikely to see 
them again otherwise, listed 
his wife, children, mother and 
niece. He was driven to Lefor- 
tovo prison and then all five ex- 
pellees were taken to Moscow 
airport. Two American embassy 
officials on the plane explained 
that their release followed an 
agreement between the White 
House and the Soviet embassy 
in Washington. It was not until 
the plane landed in New York 
that they learnt they were be- 
ing exchanged for two convict- 
ed spies, and the handover 
took place in an isolated hangar 
at Kennedy airport. The five 
walked oS the plane at one end 
while the spies walked on at 
the other. 

Once in the United States, 
Vins (and six weeks later the rest 
of his family) gradually settled 
down to the very different life 
of an exile, making the town of 
Elkhart in Tnriiana bis home and 
slowly learning En glis h. He re- 
ceived invitations to the White 
House and to innumerable 
events around the world. At first 
there was hot competition be- 
tween missions supporting per- 
secuted churches in the Soviet 
Union to enlist him, but Vins 
kept his distance. He eventual- 
ly set up the international rep- 
resentation of the Baptist 
churches in the Soviet Union 
that owed their allegiance to the 
Council of Churches, a group of 
tight-knit congregations that 
categorically rejected any com- 
promises with the Soviet au- 
thorities and refused to register 
officially. Their members were 
suffering fierce persecution, 
with hundreds in labour camps 
or psychiatric hospitals. 

Vins was bora in the Russ- 
ian Far East in 1928 to Peter 
Vins, an American citizen of 
Russian origin who had trav- 
elled to Siberia just two years 
before as a missionary. His 
father was arrested in 1930, 
freed three years later but soon 
rearrested. The family was lat- 
er informed he had died. The 


young Georgi was brought up 
by his mother, Lydia. 

After the Second World War 
the two of them moved to Kiev 
and Georgi qualified as an en- 
gineer. He also became in- 
volved in the Baptist Church 
there. It was as Khrushchev’s 
anti-religious persecutions be- 
gan in 1959 that the state tried 
to impose new regulations on 
the Baptist Church that drasti- 
cally curtailed the small measure 
of independence they enjoyed. 
As the Baptist movement split 
acrimoniously, Vins became 
one of the leading figures in the 
campaign to resist state pres- 
sure. He publicly opposed the 
pastor of his own congregation 
in Kiev who had accepted the 
new measures. Vins formed his 
own breakaway congregation, 
becoming its pastor despite his 
lack of theological qualifica- 
tions. The group had to meet in 
a forest outside Kiev. 

When the Council of 
Churches was formally set upas 
an underground body in 1965, 
Vins became its general secre- 
tary. Hundreds of the move- 
ment's followers were already 
in prison. In an astonishing 
protest. Baptists converged 
from all over the Soviet Union 
for a mass demonstration out- 
side the Central Committee 
b uilding in Moscow. Several 
days later, Vins went to the 
Central Co mmi ttee with other 
leaders to ask about the fate of 
those who had been detained at 
the unprecedented demonstra- 
tion. They were themselves ar- 
rested. Vins and another 
colleague finally went on trial 
in November 1966 and he was 
sentenced to three years’ im- 
prisonment His wife, Nadezh- 
da, was left to look after their 
four children. 

After release, Vins resumed 
his work as pastor and organ- 
iser of the movement but 
soon had to go into hiding to 
avoid arrest He was finally 
discovered and seized in March 
1974. Prodded by the human- 
rights campaigner Andrei 
Sakharov, the World Council of 
Churches finally joined the in- 
ternational protests at Vins’ 


Francis Skinner 


Russell Thomas Francis 
Skinner, architect; bom Kuala 
Lumpur 13 October 1908; 
married 1966 Josephine 
Wadey (one daughter); died 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 6 
January 1998. 


Frauds Skinner was the last 
surviving of the seven original 
members of Tecton, the pio- 
neering architectural practice 
formed under Berthold Lu bet- 
kin in 1932 that dominated the 
formative period of the Modern 
Movement in Britain. Skinner 
was Lubetkin's closest colleague, 
who shared and supported his 
charismatic partner's belief in 
modem architecture as an 
instrument of social progress. 

Bora in Kuala Lumpur the 
eldest of three brothers and two 
sisters. Francis Skinner was 
“sent home” to England at an 
early age to be brought up by a 



maternal aunt in Reading. En- 
tering the Architectural Asso- 
ciation in 1927 he became 
disenchanted with the tradi- 
tionalist teaching and focused 
on the radical developments in 
Europe, many of which he had 
visited by 1930. A contemporary 
recalls him reducing an AA stu- 


dio master to tears in a school 
crit with his scheme for a Flo- 
rentine Renaissance church 
composed entirely of exposed 
RSJs. His first budding, a prize- 
winning reinforced concrete 
house for the Modern Homes 
Exhibition at Gidea Park was 
completed in 1934 when he 
was only 26. 

“Freddie” Skinner was 
deeply engaged in the political 
straggles of the 1930s, being a 
committed member of the 
Communist Party and the sec- 
retary and driving force of the 
Architects & Technicians Or- 
ganisation, which campaigned 
for better housing conditions 
and budding practices. He was 
also active in the AASTA (As- 
sociation of Architects, Sur- 
veyors and Technical Assistants) 
and ABT (Association of Budd- 
ing Technicians), which pro- 
moted unionisation of building 
workers and salaried staff. 



Junior Wells 


arrest. Vins was tried in Kiev 
in January 1975 and sentenced 
to five years in labour camp to 
be followed by five years' 
internal exile, becoming the 
Soviet Union’s most famous re- 
ligious prisoner. International 
pressure finally led to his 
dramatic expulsion from his 
homeland. 

Vins’ work aiding Baptist 
victims of persecution changed 
dramatically in the late 1980s, 
when open Christian work 
became possible. In 1990 Pres- 
ident Gorbachev revoked the 
decree that had stripped Vins 
of his Soviet citizenship, there- 
by allowing him to revisit his 
homeland. In the 1990s Vins 
made numerous preaching 
trips, especially in Russia and 
Ukraine. In 1995 he was allowed 
access in Moscow to his father s 
KGB case file, and it was with 
mixed emotions dial Vins finally 
learnt that his father had been 
executed in 1936. But reading 
the record of his father’s inter- 
rogation he realised that 
throughout his own battles with 
the Soviet authorities he had 
been following in his father's 
footsteps. 

Vins was a thoughtful leader 
with a certain presence. Al- 
though he bad taken a hard line 
over the split in. the Baptist 
Union in the early 1960s. be lat- 
er felt a little uncomfortable 
with the aggressively uncom- 
promising stand taken by many 
of his former colleagues. Splits 
within the Council of Church- 
es over the past few years 
caused him much sadness and 
he was unhappy with those in 
Russia who called themselves 
Vrasites. 

When he discovered late 
last year that he had a malignant 
inoperable brain tumour, he 
faced up to it with courage. 
He had already successfully 
undergone heart bypass surgery 
in the late 1980s, but this time 
treatment was unsuccessful. 
“The Lord is powerful and 
could shrink my tumour,” he 
said. “But if not and God calls 
me to Heaven, I won't be 
sorry to go!" 

- Felix Corley 


Amos Blackmore (Junior 
Wells), vocalist and 
harmonica player: bom 
Memphis, Tennessee 9 
December 1934; died Chicago 
15 January 1998. 


The virtuoso Larry Adler took 
the harmonica to the concert 
hall and gave it respectability. 
Junior Wells took it right bad; 
to the gutter and gave it a fire 
and passion that made one 
think the instrument would 
burst at the seams. The mouth 
organ is a compromised musi- 
cal hybrid and only Adler had 
the immense talent to make it 
larger than its limitations. The 
tight-knit group of Chicago 
bluesmen to which Wells be- 
longed used it for a more prac- 
tical reason: it was cheap to buy. 

The rent party is an institu- 
tion unknown in this country. 
Impoverished black Americans 
have held rent parties since the 
beginning of the century. To 


raise money to pay their rent 
people would organise parties 
and charge guests admission. 
Food, drink and music would be 
provided. Newly arrived in 
Chicago in 1946, Junior Wells 
made his living playing blues at 
such gatherings. 

The Chicago blues style was 
unique. It brought the rural 
blues to the city and added elec- 
trical amplification not just to 
the guitars, but also to the 
mouth harps, as the harmoni- 
ca was known. The music was 
harsh and intense. 

Wslis had been influenced as 
a child by Howlin' Wolf and Ju- 
nior Parker, then local heroes 
in Memphis. In Chicago he 
formed the Three Aces, build- 
ing on his success with the 
group until 1952 when Muddy 
Waters, the city’s leading blues 
player, asked him to replace an- 
other mouth harp player, little 
Walter, in his band. Ironically 
Little Walter then joined the 
Aces. Wells was called into the 


army in 1953 but absented him- 
self to rejoin Muddy Waters and 
to record with him. He re- 
turned to sort out bis difficulties 
with the army and reformed the 
Aces on his discharge in 1955. 

His partnership with the 
guitarist Buddy Guy, formed in 
1958, established the two as a 
force outside Chicago and with 
Wells’s album Hoodoo Man in 
1966 he became famous world- 
wide. Records made by Wells 
and Guy influenced the mem- 
bers of the Rolling Stones and 
the two men toured Europe with 
die group in 1970. Although they 
became in demand for festivals 
at home and abroad and won 
various awards (Wells was nom- 
inated for a Grammy) the two 
always returned to Chicago. 

Before he became 31 last Sep- 
tember Wells had completed 
scenes for the film Blues Broth- 
ers 2000 and also recorded a 
track for a tribute album to the 
Rolling Stones, Paint It Blue. 

- Steve Voce 


This activity was ail pur- 
sued alongside his work in Tec- 
ton. where, as for Lubetldn, his 
political and professional aspi- 
rations converged most closely 
in the work for Finsbury Coun- 
cil, beginning with the Health 
Centre completed in 1938 and 
now listed Grade I. The same 
year Skinner visited Spain to 
study the effects of aerial bom- 
bardment in the Civil War. his 
findings contributing to Tecton 's 
controversial scheme of deep 
bomb-proof shelters for Fins- 
bury. Though these eventually 
came to nothing his knowledge 
was re-applied during the Sec- 
ond Worid War when he served 
with the Royal Engineers and 
volunteered for bomb disposal 
work, having found routine 
duties too dull. 

Tecton’s work resumed after 
the war with the housing pro- 
jects at Spa and Priory Green, 
Paddington and Holford Square, 


Skinner seeing through the 
Finsbury schemes during Lu- 
betkin’s tenure at Peterlee. 
Skinner declined an invitation 
from Le Corbusier to join him 
at Chandigarh in 1950 but con- 
tinued with major housing de- 
velopments in Bethnal Green. 
Hackney and Southwark in the 
reformed firm of Skinner, Bai- 
ley & Lubetkin. This arrange- 
ment. whereby Skinner played 
a key but generally unacknow- 
ledged role in running the prac- 
tice, enabled Lubetkin to remain 
professionally active during the 
period when he k widely but mis- 
takenly supposed to have for- 
saken architecture for farming. 

Francis Skinner, the only 
founding member of Tecton to 
stay with Lubetkin for his entire ' 
professional life, once described 
his celebrated partner as “the 
most complete architect you 
could imagine - a brilliant de- 
signer, knowledgeable about 


structure, very persuasive with 
clients and a good organiser”. 
But he modestly omitted to 
mention the qualities he him- 
self brought to their association 
that made it so durable - a crit- 
ical appreciation of Lubetkin's 
vision, a comparable aesthetic 
sensibility and the inexhaustible 
dedication and tenacity needed 
to produce buildings of lasting 
significance. Their compatible 
personalities and the comple- 
mentary nature of their gifts 
resulted in a unique body of 
work that neither could have 
achieved on his own. 

Skinner retired in the 1970s 
to Suffolk, where he continued 
with various personal projects, 
including teaching himself 
Russian and making an exten- 
sive study of historic houses and 
castles, 'typically, be approached 
these not from a sentimental or 
tourist perspective but as man- 
ifestations of Britain's social 


structure and political develop- 
ment With his wife Jo, a 
professional artist and accom- 
plished geologist, he would em- 
bark on several tours each year, 
carefully planned around the lo- 
cations of their objectives - a 
series of bufl dings in his case, 
a group of fossil sites in 
hers. Their mutual devotion 
accommodated these different 
interests with characteristic gen- 
erosity, travelling in separate 
camper vans to pre-agreed des- 
tinations where they would re- 
unite each evening to discuss the 
day’s exploits. 

Behind Francis Skinner’s in- 
nate reticence lay unshakeable 
egalitarian ideals and a pro- 
found belief in the essential hu- 
manism of art and science. The 
very embodiment of George Or- 
well’s phrase “the crystal spir- 
it”, he was steadfast, gentle 
and true. 

-John Man 


Ian 

Moores 

Ian Richard Moores, 
footballer: born Stivertiale, 
Staffordshire 5 October 1954; 
played for Stoke City 1972-76, 
Tottenham Hotspur 1976-78, 
Orient 1978-82, Bolton 
Wanderers 1982-83, Barnsley 
(on loan) 1983; married (two 
sons); died Stoke on Trent, / 

Staffordshire 12 January 19981 



t: 


There was a time when big, 
blond, bewiriskered Ian Moores 
was being touted as an En gla nd 
centre-forward in the makin g. 

Indeed, while cutting a dash 
with his first professional dub. 
Stoke City, in the mid-1970s, he 
made two international appear- 
ances at under-23 level. Bui, 
having achieved a seemingly ide- 
al career move to Tottenham 
Hotspur, Moores faded disap- 
pointingly from the limelight. 

Moores made his senior 
dfibut for the Potters, then a 
force in the old First Division 
and one of the most entertain- 
ing sides in the lard, in April 
1974. The next season, though ; 
not a regular member of the 
team, he learnt quickly from such 
immensely gifted colleagues as 
Jimmy Greenhoff and Alan 
Hu dson, and played a teDing part 
in the dub’s impressive League 
form. Had the City squad been 
extensive enough to cope with 
an injury crisis of crippling pro- 
portions, the 20-year-old 
Moores might have pocketed a 
championship medaL 

He attracted attention from 
a host of leading clubs, and af- 
ter he had played what was to 
prove the most compelling foot- 
ball of his life during the sub- w'- 
sequent campaign, earning his 
international recognition in the 
process, he joined Spurs for 
£75,000 in August 1976. 

New came a period of gold- 
en opportunity for Moores and 
he began with a goal in a stir- 
ring victory against Manchester 
United at Old Trafford. But al- 
though his aerial power was 
fearsome and sometimes he 
could apply a delicate touch that 
was surprising in such a strap- 
ping fellow, too often he ap- 
peared cumbersome and gauche. 
With the north Londoners suf- 
fering relegation from the top 
flight at the end of bis first term 
at White Hart Lane, the fans 
lost patience and his star began 
to fall There was one memo- __ 
cable day in the Second Division^ . 
when he contributed a hat- 


trick to Tottenham’s 9-0 trounc- 
ing of Bristol Rovers, but such 
bounty was rare. 

In October 1978. with hopes 
of full England honours long 
gone, Moores accepted a 
£55.000 switch to Second Divi- 
sion Orient (as Leyton Orient 
were called at the time), whom 
he served competently for four 
seasons, usually at centre-for- 
ward but occaaonaDy in midfield. 
He was released when the Os 
were demoted in 1982, going on 
to brief stints with Bolton Wan- 
derers and Barnsley (on loan) 
and a spell with Apoel in Cyp- 
rus. Thereafter several non- 
League clubs and Lan ds kronen. 
Bo Is of Sweden afforded bum-f'- 
ble outlets for the talents of a 
man for whom expectations 
had once been so hi gh . • 

- Ivan Ponting 
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BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
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dependent, I Canada Square, 
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Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Rebecca Drew, 
“Home and Heath (iii): Vetdzquez. 
Kitchen Scene with Christ in the 
House of Martha and Maiy”, 12pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Alex Buck, “Craft and Guild Work- 
shops 1860-1920", 130pm. 

Tate Gallery. Laurence Bradbmy, 
“Five Thousand Words on Mini- 
malism”. 1pm. 

British Museum: Delia Pemberton, 
“A Journey Through the Under- 
world: ancient Egyptian views of the 
afterlife ", 1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Paul 
Webb. “Victorian Theatrical and 
Musical Fteonalmes", 3pm. 


Changing of the Guard 

TOOMi The HoujeboU Canbr Mows 
faneat must* tt» Qnccq’i Life Guoid a 
Glandt. I lea: Fqjm«n CnudaBT Cl 
Giwds mourns tbc Queen's (hum. at E 
hamfrbcc. 1130am. band ptrnlcd i 
Giunfe. TOMORROW The HbuxtaA 
ft Mounted fegnmi nouns the Ouk 
Guud a Hors* fends. IOul 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Prince Sadruddin Aga 
Khan, Consultant and Charge de 
Mission to the UNSeaetary-General 
65; Mr Muhammad Ali, former box- 
ing champion. 56; Sir John Boyd, for- 
mer ambassador to Japan, 62; Lord 
Carter. Government Chief Whip in 
the House of Lords, 65; Mr Christo- 
pher Crabbie, ambassador to Rom- 
ania, 52; Sir Mervyn Davies, former 
High Court Judge. 80; Sir Edward 
Fcnnessy, radar pioneer, 86: Mrs 
Monica Furlong, writer, 68; Mr Neil 
Gamble; Headmaster. Exeter School 
55; Mr Damian Green MP, 41; Mile 
Framboise Hardy, singer and song- 
writer, 54; Mr Anthony Kenney, 
consultant obstetrician »n<t gynae- 
cologist, 56; The Right Rev Nigel Mc- 
Culloch. Bishop of mkefield, 56; Mr 
Kenneth Minton,- chairman. John 
Mowlem, 61: Sir Geoffrey Pa Ore, for- 
mer MP, 62; Professor W illiam Rob- 
ertson, pathologist, 75; Mr Vidal 
Sassoon, hairstylist, 70, Miss Moira 
Shearer, former ballerina, 72; Mr 
Richard Smetbuist, Provost, Worces- 
ter College, Oxford, 57; Sir Clyde 
Walcott, Chairman. International 
Cricket Council 72; Dame Gillian 
Weir, concert organist, 57; Mr Paul 
Yc ump, singer, 42. TOMORROW: 
Chief Emeka Anyaoku. Secretary- 
General of the Commonwealth, 65; 
Air Marshal Sir Alfred Ball 77; Mr 
Peter Beardsley, footballer, 37; Dr 
David Bellamy, botanist, 65; Sir 
Michael Bett First Civil Service 
Commissioner, 63; Mr John Boor- 
man. film director, 65; Mr Raymond 
Briggs, author and illustrator, 64; Mr 
David Burke, Chief Constable, North 
Yorks. 59; Mr John Carr, former 
Chairman, Countryside Commis- 
sion of Scotland, 71; Mr Iain Cole- 
man MP, 39; Mr Kevin Costner, actor, 
43; Mr Richard Dunwoody, jockey. 


34; Mr Christian Fittipaldi racing dri- 
ver. 27; Tbe Hon Sir Rocco Forte, for- 
mer chairman, Forte, 53; Mr Pan! 
Freeman, actor, 55; Lord Goodhart 
QC 65; Mr David Grant, fanner Lord- 
Lieutenant of the Cbunty of Durham, 
76: Miss Dawn Guinness, former 
Headmistress. Felixstowe College, 52; 
Sir James Haim, ^airman, Hickson 
International 65; Sir WQIiam Hard- 
ing. former diplomat, 71; Sir Robert 
Hicks, former MR 60: Lord Higgins, 
former MP, 70; Mr John Houg h a m , 
Chairman, Anas. 61; Lord Howell of 
Guildford, former government min- 
ister, 62; Mr John Hume MR MEP, 
61; Mr Edward James, former diplo- 
mat, SI; Dame Jennifer Jenkins, 
former Chairman, the National Trust, 
77; Mr Paul Keating, former prime 
minister of Australia, 54; Mr Martin 
Laing, chairman, John Laing, 56; Sir 
Godfrey Le Quesne, Judge of Courts 
of Appeal Jersey and Guernsey, 74; 
Mr Mart Rylance, artistic director, 
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre, 38; Sir 
Waiter Verco, former Secretary, Or- 
der of the Garter, 9L Sir Ralph Ver- 
ney, former Vice-Lord Lieutenant of 
Buckinghamshire, S3; Sir Clive Whit- 
more, former Permanent Under- 
secretary of State, Home Office, 63; 
Sir Alan Wbittome, former director. 
Exchange and Hade Relations De- 
partment. IMF, New York, 71 


Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births; Anne Bronte 
(“Acton Bell”), novelist, 1820; A1 
(Alphonse! Capone, gangster. 1899. 
Deaths; Tomaso Giovanni Albi- 
noni composer, 1751. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Antony the Abbot 
St Genulf or Genov, St Julian Sabas. 
St Ridmnir, Si Sabin us of Piacen- 
ga , Saints SpetKtp ptiS. Fhaisippiis and 

Meleorippus and St Snlpicius n or 
Sulpice of Borages. 


F AITH &. REASON 

‘No room at the Dome for Jesus.’ Quite right too 


Peter Mandelson has assured 
church leaders that 
Christianity will be central to 
his millennial celebrations. 

Huw Spanner wonders whether 
that is such a good idea. 

There are calls from many quarters for 
a strong showing of Christianity in the 
Millennium Experience. “No room at 
the Dome for Jesus,” complains the Dai- 
ly Telegraph. “Whose millennium is it 
anyway?” ask others (somewhat disin- 
genuously, since Christ’s 2,000th birth- 
day falls fa 2001, even if you accept the 
official birthdate). Even the Bishop of 
Oxford has joined fa. 

But the prospect inspires a vague un- 
ease. Perhaps it is just a question of con- 
text: Christians who regret that religion 
is listed under leisure pursuits fa gov- 
ernment surveys of social trends may 
regret even more if it becomes a “di- 
mension” of a lottery-funded, corporate- 
sponsored designer celebration of ... Of 
what? No one yet knows. What hopes 
or dreams or New Millennium resolu- 
tions the nation is supposed to embrace 
in Mandelson’s Dome remain a mystery. 


As much of his “vision” as be has so far 
revealed amounts to “I have seen the 
future and it’s playing surfball” 

In any event, how could Christian- 
ity be exhibited there? How could you 
advertise the Celestial City fa Vanity 
Fair ? The values that the Dome seems 
already to embody - style before sub- 
stance, pleasure before commitment, 
pride in our own achievements and a 
good feeling about our selves - stand 
fa contradiction of the values of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount One suspects that 
Jesus’s legacy as interpreted in the Ex- 
perience would anyway be a matter of 
the cultural ephemera; from stained- 
glass windows to “rave” worship. 

And what do we mean by Chris- 
tianity? To the vast majority of people, 
it is a human construct, a system (or 
muddle) of beliefs and practices. In that 
sense, every manifestation of it is au- 
thentic, and any account of its impact 
on our history is dishonest if it does not 
acknowledge the bad as much as the 
good. If Christianity is given credit for 
the building of cathedrals, it must also 
take the blame for the burning of 
“witches” (though both were probably 
as much the product of superstition or 
local politics as of anything else). Is 


this historical curate's egg what the 
faithful want to celebrate? 

But Christianity itself claims not to 
be a human construct but to be truth, 
single and unc hanging though imper- 
fectly understood. On its own terms, it 
cannot be a mixed blessing, because, 
everything that is wrong (in any sense) 
is by definition foreign to it: anything 
or anyone that does not bear goo! fruit 
is not truly Christian. This is the account 
that most believers would want to give 
- but fa the hyped-up atmosphere of the 
Dome it would sound like so much more 
corporate PR. And there is another fac- 
tor to complicate any official celebra- 
tion of the true essence of Christianity- 
it is God who judges what is good and 
what is true, and his judgements are not 
yet revealed- And no doubt they’ll be 
very" different from ours. 

Why are people so anxious that the 
Experience should have a Christian el- 
ement? One reason, perhaps, is that as 
we leave the 20th century and the sec- 
ond millennium behind, the feeling will 
be strong that we are closing a chapter 
(if not a book) and beginning a fresh 
one. The dawning of a new age may not 
have seemed very convincing in the Six- 
ties or the Eighties, but the magic of the 


number 2000 will create a more pow- 
erful illusion. On 1 January that year; 
even the day before will seem like an- 
cient history; it’s the future that will fill 
our horizons. Christianity can easily be- 
presented in that context as a relic of 
yesterday, whilst science and technol- 
ogy and the 101 ways we can now amuse 
ourselves to death can be proclaimed 
as tomorrow’s world. • • 

How, then, can Christians demon- 
strate that true religion is a thing of the . 
present and the future, where we should 
go and not just where we have come 
from? Perhaps the most effective exhi- 
bition at the turn of the mill e nni um 
would be for the churches to sell off 
everything not essential to the practice 
of the faith - all the pomp and the pal- 
aces and the accumulated treasure of 
centuries of not obeying the teachings 
of Jesus - and use the proceeds to write 
off Mozambique’s foreign debt. And 
perhaps they could do it in 2001. It would 
give the rest of ts a year to observe, once 
the glittering surface of the new mil- 
lennium is a little scratched, that human 
nature never changes. And nor does the 
challenge of the Sermon on the Mount 

* ‘Faiih & Reason' is edited by Paul VaBdy 






srv. 







‘•JU.tr i 




\£j> 


Un 

Mn 


21/SHARES 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 17 (ANUARY 1998 


°Oh 


MARKET REPORT 


' ClT, ,^*’33 

' 'V- T' '**•? 
-. .. ’* ay-, 

’ '*zl : v Wr ' 

'V* 

• -= s’- ■ ^ * J 



DEREK PAIN 


Flight to quality sends blue chips soaring 


Shares, at least the blue-chip 
variety, were given every 
encouragement to put on an 
impressive display -and did not 
disappoint 

With Asian markets looking 
stronger. New York patting on 
a positive show and the month- 
ly futures expiry going so 
smoothly it was almost unno- 
ticed the stock market was con- 
fident and relaxed. 


The blame for their lack- 
lustre performance was laid, 
rightly or wrongly, at the door 
of the market makers of BZW 
They had been told to end 
the week, it was alleged, with 
balanced books and found 
themselves forced to cut some 
of their positions. 

With BZW. now pan of 
Credit Suisse First Boston and 
suffering the indignity of re- 


dine continued, down 6p to 20p. 
In the summer of 1996 the 
price touched 219p as hopes 
bloomed that new chief execu- 
tive Ann Iverson would restore 
the group’s fortunes. She left the 
company in November. 

Said one dealer “Investors 
are bailing out while the company 
is still in business". Dixons re- 
mained depressed cm its sales mis- 
adventure, falling a further 7p to 


The fledgling IT sector had 
another rip roaring session as 
fund managers were forced to 
increase their exposure. Logi- 
cs jumped 77.5 to a l,2875p 
peak and Sage 35p to 952_Sp. 

Disappointing figures from 
City Centre Restaurants took a 
15 _5p bite out of the shares at 
I17op. 

WPP, the advertising group, 
responded to a Merrill Lynch 


RenlokU Initial, the envi- 
ronmental and property services 
group, hardened 9-5p to 295p as 
Sophus Berendsen, the Danish 
company which once had a 
controlling stake, split itself 
into two. SB retains the trading 
activities, ranging from elec- 
tronics to tenfle services, and i6 
per cent of RentokiL A new 
company. Ratio, which like SB 
wDl be quoted on the Copen- 
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ity\ prompted by Asian alarms, 
has directed even more atten- 
tion on blue chips, particularly 
those with little, if any, Asian ex- 
posure. 

In busy trading Footsie 
surged 111.0 points to 5,277.2, 
its first century for five weeks. 
At the dose the score had been 
trimmed to 973 at 5,263.1. 

Vodafone, reflecting a mixture 
of trading and take over hopes. 


are distinctly possible. 

Groups with extensive Far 
Eastern exposures also missed 
the party. Rolls-Royce dived 


since Wednesday’s downbeat 
comments. 

Supermarkets had another 
eventful session with Asda 


73p to 2G6p and British Aero- jumping 8p to 195p in heavy 
space was lowered lip to trading, T£ke over rumoins con- 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

1300 


1.6G5p. BTR found yet anoth- 
er new low, off 5.75p to lfiOpand 
engineer Siebe gave up 47p to 
l,047p. 

Retailers had a mixed time 


turned to swirl but the activity 
could have been due to thefii- 
tures expiry. There was also talk 
of US buying interest. 

Safeway. Asda’s suspected 
target, added 1 125p lo 366p and 


or trading and take over hopes, with Argos registering disap- taiget, added 1135plo366p and 
led the blue chip charge with a pointroent with its festive dis- "Rsco hardened llpto512p. On 
34p jump to 4S3p. But it was a play, falling 63p to 442p, lowest Monday it will become the first 
pitiful dme fo r the constituents for two years. major supermarket chain to 

of the FTSE 250 index. Laura Ashley’s ragged de- pronounce on Christmas trading. 
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major supermarket chain to 
pronounce on Christmas trading. 
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323 percent of RentokiL Fears 
have been expressed that the 
new Danish company could 
make Remold! vulnerable if a 
hostile take over strike emerged. 

On the lake over front Sibir 
Energy improved 33p to 44p as 
Pentex, which has 40 per cent, 
opened bid talks with the Siber- 
ian oil explorer because it has 
“become apparent to the man- 
agement thin the two companies 
would need to be merged". 
Pentex floated Sibir last year. 

Manchester Utd. was the 
subject of heavy turnover with 


the shares dosing a little firmer 
at 158p. Volume was nearly 17 
million with some chunky lines 
going through at around 155p. 

BTG, the old British Tech- 
nology Group which is working 
on a multitude of develop- 
ments and inventions, inducting 
a revolutionary gearbox, 
jumped 40p to 7223p ahead of 
a rumoured investment recep- 
tion last night for the group's 
major investors. 

The day’s biggest casualty 
was Compagnie de Participa- 
tions Finauderes, a Luxem- 
bourg registered company 
operatmg in the German prop- 
erty industry. One of the more 
obscure AIM shares, it 
slumped 190p to 307-5p after 
a bitter dispute between the 
board and the company's main 
shareholder came into the 
open. Two directors have quit 
and the rest will depan after a 
shareholders meeting next 
month. It came to AIM just 
over a year ago. 


TAKI NG ST OCK. 

Nord Anglia, the education 
group, jumped 39p top a 319p 
peak, alter buying a New 
Zealand college. The shares ar- 
rived a year ago at 140p, falling 
to l32L5p before starting their 
surge. The company should be 
a beneficiary of the Govern- 
ment's privatisation plans for 
failed schools. Stockbroker 
Henry Cooke Lnmsden is bull- 
ish. ft forecasts profits of £2*7m 
this year with £3.1m slotted in 
for the following year. 

Aukett Associates, a building 
design practice, improved 0-5p 
to 5i>p as directors, including 
chair man Gerry Deigfaton. pur- 
chased 300,000 shares. Stock- 
broker Ellis & Partners 
forecast earning per share will 
increase from 036p to 0.71p 
this year. 

Robert Eart, the restaurant ty- 
coon who nuts Planet Holly- 
wood, has ent his stake in 
Pembertons, the wine bar 
chain, to below 3 per cent. The 
shares held at 1735p. 
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Poor Christmas at 
Argos prompts 
job cutbacks 


Argos, the catalogue retailer, is 
cutting 230 jobs as part of a 
‘fundamental review of costs' 
after it reported disappointing 
Christmas sales for the second 
year running. Nigel Cope, 

City Correspondent, reports 
on the decline of a former 
stock market star. 

Argos shares fell by 12 5 per cent yester- 
day after the company said like for like 
sales in the five weeks to 27 December fell 
by 1.5 per cent. The company blamed a 
poor performance in toys, electricals and 
the jewelleiy/docks and watches catego- 
ry. Sales in these three ranges, which ac- 
count for half of Argos' sales in the 
run-up to Christmas, fell by five per cent 
on Iasi year. Argos shares closed 63p low- 
er at 442p. They stood at almost SOOp lit- 
tle more than a year ago. 

Analysts said Argos bad also suffered 
from a revitalised Woohvorths which com- 
petes directly against it in areas such as toys. 
The figures were particularly disappoint- 
ing, as Argos had added more sales staff 
this year to prevent the long queues that 
caused the company problems last Christ- 
mas, analysts said. 

“It has raised significant concerns both 
in the City and within the company itself,** 
said Ashley Thomas at SG Securities. 
"The fact that they are planning a series 



of initiatives suggests the tougher trading 
conditions are here to stay." 

Argos is just the latest in a string of 
downbeat announcements from retailers 
this week, suggesting that the early post- 
Christmas optimism form the high street 
was mis-placed. There have been profits 
warnings from Laura Ashley and La Sen- 
za as well as poor figures from Sears and 
House of Fraser. 

Some said the downbeat trading update 
would increase pressure on the company 
to return its cash pile to sfaarebolders rather 
than gear up for an acquisition. "Given they 
are operating in a mature market, people 
may like to see some cash coming back," 
said one analyst. 

Argos had average net cash of £137m 
last year. It returned £93m to sharehold- 
ers in 1996 through a 40p per share spe- 
cial dividend. 

As part of cost cutting programme de- 
signed to free up resources for investment 
elsewhere in the group, Argos is to cut 100 
jobs at its Milton Keynes head office and 
130 at its Welwyn Garden City ware- 
house, which is being closed. However, the 
company is to create 1,000 jobs this year 
as part of a programme to open 31 new 
shops. 

It also plans to pilot a home shopping 
service in August Under this system, any 
product in stock can be ordered and paid 
for over the telephone and delivered to the 
customers’ home or picked up at the shop 
within 24 hours of ordering. Argos home 
shopping service will be rolled out na- 
tionally in 1999. The service is expected to 
be loss-making this year but to turn in a 
profit in its first full year of operation. Ad- 
ditional costs will be incurred for new tele- 
phone systems, a call centre and a delivery 
network. 

Analysts downgraded this year’s prof- 
its from £146m to around £125m, after 
exceptional. For the following year 
some have downgraded from £165m to 
£140m. 

The company said 1997s profits would 
be affected by investments in its new 
Dutch business, costing £3m, and £7m of 
additional provisions related to the cost- 
cutting exercise. This is expected to reduce 
costs by £7m a year. 



An executive from Asda yesterday held a meeting with the supermarket’s suppliers — Proctor & Gamble and 
Liver Brothers - in the lavatories of the Majestic Hotel in Harrogate. The facilities at the hotel have won an 
award lor high standards Photograph: Nigei HillierVUNP 




PIA ‘ 
an d s 
five fiims 




Five, leading firms offering indepencfait 

^^^^1 advkx:were , *nan^anddgp^ed ,, -■■ ... ? 

bythe Personal Investment Authority, the * : 

industry's watchdog, yesterday.. .' 

The action came asHelen Liddell, the. „V 

Economic Secretary, warned that there • 
would be no let-up in the quest for redress ■■ 
in the £4bn pensions mis-selling scandal. 

-Rie PIAs announcemenL spasied by 
the apparent failure of the five companies 
tomeet the latest regulatory deadline, ^as 
an embarrassment for two l e a d in g figures . ] 

in UK financial services. i 

It was the second “naming and s h a m - * 


ing” for DBS Financial, chaired by Ken 
Davy, once a PIA board member. Coun- 
trywide Independent, run by Jim Gaskin, 
also n umb ered among the five companies 
now potentially facing hefty PIA fines. Mr 
Gaskin is a former deputy chief executive 
of Fimbra. the financial services regulator. , y - ; 

Burns Anderson Independent, Fin an- f 
dal Options and IFA Network were also 
named by the PIA. 

AH five firms apparently failed to meet 
the PIA’s requirement that 90 per cent of 
priority cases should be resolved by the end 
of 1997. 

Comm entin g on the announcement, 

Ms Liddell said companies failing to meet 
deadlines “must face the consequences* She 
warned there would be ‘‘no let-up. - fipfo 
the Government or the regulators". Forty- 
one firms, including the five named yester- 
day, are be ing monitored by the Economic ' 
Secretary. These firms have now resolved 
over half the cases identified for review. 

Separately, the Association of British In- 
surers (ABI) announced yesterday that five 
product providers had failed to meet mis- ^ 
selling deadlines. 

Guardian Royal Exchange, Reliance 
Mutual, Royal Liver, GAN Life and Sun 
Life of Canada failed to resolve 90 per cent 
of top priority cases by the end of 1997. But 
regulatory action is unlikely as the fiveprod- 
uct providers only narrowly missed targets 
and had made strenuous efforts to meet 
regulatory deadlines. 

To date, the pensions review has led the 
PIA to impose fines totalling £2m- DBS Fi- 
nancial, one of the five financial adviser 
firms named yesterday, was fined £425,000 
last September and said yesterday “every 
reasonable endeavour has been made to 
comply with the PIA’s timetable”.- 

— Lea Paterson 
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UK 7.61 1.24 
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Battle expected to delay launch of 
competition in electricity industry 


John Battle, the energy 
minister, is next week 
expected to announce a 
delay of up to six 
months to the launch of 
competition in the 
domestic electricity 
market. Michael Harrison 
reports on the latest 
setback in plans to 
liberalise the sector, 

Mr Battle is to meet the heads 
of the 12 regional electricity 
companies (Rees) and the two 
Scottish power producers on 
Thursday to consider a report 
from PA Consulting, the ad- 
visers to Professor Stephen 
Littiechild, the electricity reg- 
ulator. 

The report is widely ex- 
pected to conclude that he has 
no option but to delay the 
launch of competition because 
of problems with computer 
systems and the failure of a 


large number of Rees to be 
ready on time. 

The original timetable en- 
visaged competition beginning 
in April in a limited number of 
areas and then being phased in 
throughout the countiy by 
September. 

It is now possible that the 
none of the country’s 23 million 
electricity consumers will be 
able to start shopping around 
for suppliers until September at 
the earliest If the system is not 
ready in April then financial 
penalties, levied by Professor 
LittlechDd, will come into effect 

An argument has been rag- 
ing within the industry as to 
whether the delay should be 
three or six months. However, 
all but two of the Rees, East- 
ern and See board, have told PA 
Consulting that competition 
should be delayed until Sep- 
tember in order to ensure that 
the computer systems have 
been properly tested. 

Eastern and Seeboard, 
along with Yorkshire and Man- 


web, are the four areas of the 
countiy where competition is 
due to be introduced first The 
cities selected are Hull, Chester, 
Canterbury and Norwich. 

But both Manweb, which is 
owned by Scottish Power and 
serves Merseyside and North 
Wales, and Yorkshire, are 
thought now to have recom- 
mended a delay of six months. 

One option for Mr Battle 
and Professor Littiechild is to 
announce a six-month delay but 
set a deadline of Christmas for 
the foil phasing-in of competi- 
tion, so ensuring that all house- 
holds get a chance to shop 
around this year. 

Those Rees aigu ing for a de- 
lay until September say that 
even then, it will only give the 
industry three to four months 
to test out a computer system 
that would normally need at 
least a year to bed down. 

They also argue that Pro- 
fessor Littiechild and Mr Bat- 
tle wfll be anxious not to have 
to delay the launch date more 


than once. “We are all desper- 
ate to see competition work but 
it is not in anybody’s interests 
to go for an earlier date just to 
be macho,’’ said one executive. 

However, John Devaney, 
chief executive of Eastern, said: 
“Three months should be the 
maxim um allowed If you go for 
six months then you will get 
people re-inventing the wheeL” 

A meeting of the Rees took 
place last Monday to review the 
position but at that point the 
final PA report had not been 
written. It is expected to be com- 
pleted next Monday or Tuesday. 

A six-month delay would in- 
furiate Centrica, the trading 
arm of British Gas. It has seen 
its market share steadily erod- 
ed as electricity companies en- 
ter the liberalised gas market 
and is eager to strike back by 
attacking their markets. 

Centrica has called for elec- 
tricity suppliers which are not 
ready for competition to be pre- 
vented from entering the gas 
markeL 


Deep Pan Pizza chain hit 
by upmarket dining trend 


Pizza is proving a turn-off for 
restaurant goers who are choos- 
ing to splash out money on 
expensive and ever more exot- 
ic meals. 

The trend has forced City 
Centre Restaurants (CCR), 
owner of the Deep Pan Pizza 
chain, to warn that profits for 
the year to December will fall 
short of market expectations, 
causing the shares to fall 15.5p 
to 133p. 

The poor trading perfor- 
mance has prompted the group 
to restructure the division. 
James Naylor, chief executive of 
CCR, plans to sell or rebrand 
many of the group's 55 hig h 
street sites as part of a strate- 
gy to take the group up-market. 

Mr NayloT said yesterday: 
“There has been a drift away 
from pizza and eating in high 
street restaurants over the last 
few years. People have been 
spending more and trying dif- 
ferent things." 

CCR confirmed that sever- 
al potential buyers have al- 
ready expressed an interest in 


some of the Deep Fan sites. 
Eventually most of the high 
street stores could disappear. 
The rest are likely to be refur- 
bished to give them a more 
modem feel and the chain's 
name could also be changed. 
“Deep Pan Pizza has become a 
bit dated,” admitted Mr Naylor. 

Despite CCR’s disappointing 
trading figures, Scott Charles- 
worth, managing director of its 
Caffe Uno chain, is in line for 
a huge profit-related bonus. He 
will receive £800,000 this year on 
top of a £100,000 pay out last 
year. Mr Naylor confirmed he j* 
is on course to make another 
£800,000 this year. 

Garfunkeis and Chiquitos, 
the Mexican eateries, also grew 
strongly in the year and, ignor- 
ing Deep Pan Pizza, like-fbr-like ■ 
sales in December rose 5.8 per 
cent 

CCR is planning to roll out . 
Wok Wbk, its new chain offer- . 
ing Asian delicacies, and is 
looking at least one new restau- 
rant concept 

- Andrew Yates 
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WH Smith provides for 
directors’ golden parachutes 


395.50 -43-50 -9.91 


205.5 -20 -8.87 


144 -13.5 -8.57 


WH Smith has changed the 
terms of its directors’ service 
contracts to grant them golden 
parachutes if the company is 
taken over. 

The move, which may attract 
the ire of its investors, mean 
that the most senior directors, 
such as new chief executive 
Richard Handover, could re- 
ceive payments of up to 
£800,000. Mr Handover is on a 
two-year contract of around 
£400,000 a year. Other, more 
recently appointed, directors 
such as WH Smith Re tail man- 
aging director Beverley Hod- 
son, have contracts of just one 
year. John Hancock, the head 
of the US business, is also on 
a two-year contact and would 
qualify for more than £300,000. 

The company justified the 
payments saying it was “simply 
bringing Smith's into line with 
current practice.” Aspokesnan 


4- 


Allied braces for knock-out bid from US rival Hercules 


cited other companies such as 
Cadbury Schweppes, Kingfish- 
er, Barclays Bank and Pearson, 
saying they all have similar 
arrangements. 

The changes were made 
last year and reported in WH 
Smith's accounts published in 
July. This was just two months 
before Tim Whterstone made 
his audacious £lbn approach 
to the company which would 
have seen him installed as 
chairman. 

A WH Smith spokesman 
said the payments for loss of of- 
fice were an additional incen- 
tive for the directors to not to 
abandon the company during a 
takeover situation. The com- 
pany declined to comment on 
whether large pay packages, 
bonus payments and share op- 
tion schemes did not already 
provide sufficient incentive. 

— Nigel Cope 


Allied Colloids, the speciality 
chemicals group, yesterday pre- 
dicted that profits for the year 
to March would rise by more 
that one-third to £74m and 
forecasted annual cost savings 
of £1 1.5m in its last final de- 
fence against a fl.Ibn hostile 
bid from Hercules, its US rival. 

However, analysts were 
predicting that the group was 
unlikely to retain its indepen- 


dence and that Hercules is 
preparing to make a knock-out 
bid for the group by upping its 
155p a share offer to around 
170p. 

David Farrar, chief executive 
of Allied Colloids, said: “We 
have a great growth record. The 
problem is that in the past we 
have focused on growth rather 
than profit. In the two and a 
half years 1 have been in charge 


there has been a huge change 
in culture.” 

Allied Colloids claims it 
should be valued by the market 
at 174p a share, despite the fed 
that its shares were languishing 
at around 1 15p before the bid. 

Hercules branded the de- 
fence “uninspiring” and 
claimed that profit forecasts 
were exactly in line with ana- 
lysts' predictions. A spokesman 


for the group said yesterday: 
“They are not promising jam to- '■ 
day. It is aot even jam tomor- . 
row. It is jam the day after that. 
Claims that they should be 
valued by the market at 174p 
are laughable." 

Allied could look for a white 
knight or even consider a man- 
agement buy-out if Hercules in-, 
creases its bid. 

— Andrew Votes 


Diageo set to reveal Far East turmoil has damaged profits 


Diageo, the new drinks giant 
formed by the merger of Guin- 
ness and Grand Metropolitan, 
is expected to announce on 
Monday that financial turmoil 
in the Fhr East will have a severe 
effect on profits. The warning 
will come as the group unveils 
its first ever trading statement 
Analysts believe the prob- 


lems in Asia will turn out to 
have a much bigger impact on 
earnings than first thought as 
the crisis spreads throughout 
the continent and threatens to 
dampen economic growth. 

The Far East contributes 
up to 10 per cent of Diageo’s 
profits. However demand for 
spirits such as whisky has fall- 


en as the financial crisis has bit- 
ten and there is evidence of cus- 
tomere switching to cheaper, 
lower margin spirits brands. 
The continued slump in the val- 
ue of far Eastern currencies wfll 
also reduce earnings in pound 
terms. The brokers Sod6t£ 
G£n£raletra\e knocked £35m off 
profit forecasts for the year to 


June. The cuts mirror moves by 
ofoer analysts who have reduced 
earnings estimates by as much as 
£70m over the next few years. 

One drinks analyst said: 
“Diageo is expected to confirm 
analysts' predictions that its 
problems in the Far East have 
escalated.” 

- Andrew Yates 
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How the American dream has come unstuck 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY THE 
US BIAS FAILED 
TO DEAL WITH 
THE PROBLEM 
OF BILL GATES 


There was an excellent piece in the New 
Yorker magazine this week about the US 
Justice Department's battle with Microsoft. 
Timed to coincide with renewed court hear- 
ings over whether Microsoft is abusing its 
position in the Internet browser maricci. this 
was the definitive article on the monoj>- 
oly BQI Grates has managed to establish in 
personal computer operating system tech- 
nology, and the way in which he is using this 
to dominate other key areas of the PC soft- 
ware markeL 

Up until very recently few have had any- 
thing but praise for Mr Gates. In the US 
he is an icon, the very personification of the 
American dream and the global triumph 
of American technology and its free mar- 
ket capitalist system. 

Until recently that is. Now that imag e 
is beginning to sour, and in the process pol- 
icy makers have begun to question why it 
is that both the self correcting mechanisms 
of the free market, and America’s impresr 
sive battery of anti trust and competition 
laws, have been unequal to the task of check- 
ing the growing power of the Microsoft ma- 
chine. 

Worse, they wonder whether Mr Gales, 
for so ioog the man who seemed to epito- 
mise the cutting edge of technology, is not 
now beginning to act as a break on tech- 
nological development and change. And if 
that’s the case, is there not a clanger of the 
US eventually losing its present undisput- 
ed lead in computer technology and sales? 


Before frying to answer these questions, 
it is worth making some general points about 
the nature of businessmen and monopolies. 
There is nothing particularly odd, new or 
surprising about die way Mr Gates operates 
or behaves. It would be wrong to view him. 
as some do, as an evil genius astride a war 
like empire set on world domination. That 
may once have been the model for the suc- 
cessful monopoly enterprise, but it isn’t these 
days. Id any case, Mr Gates isn’t like that 
and nor is his company. On the other hand, 
nobody would quarrel with the contention 
that be has been particularly ruthless and 
single minded in the way be has developed, 
defended and exploited an original great new 
idea and market opportunity. This is what 
successful entrepreneurs do. 

In a sense, it is the function of business 
to aspire to monopoly, for that is where the 
greatest likelihood of survival and spec- 
tacular profit lies. Businessmen who fail to 
keep uppermost in their minds that their 
whole endeavour should be bent on trounc- 
ing the competition, invariably end up get- 
ting trounced themselves. 

Mr Gates, then, belongs to a glorious 
(or not so glorious depending on your point 
of view) tradition of inspired and highly suc- 
cessful businessmen, stretching from John 
Rockefeller in the late 1800s through Ce- 
cil Rhodes in the early part of the century 
to Rupert Murdoch today. On present show- 
ing. Microsoft looks as if it will out mo- 
nopolise all these role models. 


Monopoly can be achieved in a number 
of ways. The simplest is to buy it, either by 
acquiring the competition or by driving it 
out of business through price cutting - a 
method known as predatory pricing. In the 
developed world at least, the first of these 
routes is now more or less outlawed, 
though some big companies do stfil seem 
to get their consolidating mergers through 
regulators. The competition authorities both 
in the US and Europe are also getting bet- 
ter at stamping out predatory pricing, 
though again there is perhaps a way to go, 
particularly in Bri tain. 

New industries and technologies offer 
the opportunity of an entirely different ap- 
proach to monopoly. Copyright is a tradi- 
tion as ancient as commerce itself. Hardly 
anyone would seriously dispute an inven- 
tor’s right to profit from his own discovery, 
so international law has rightly been con- 
structed to offer cast iron protection. What 
this does is to give the inventing individual 
or company an effective monopoly over the 
product, at least for a limited period of time. 
Generally, however, it's not long before the 
competition comes up with a new and hope- 
fully better version of the same thin g. 

The trick that Mr Gates managed to pull 
off was to make his MS-DOS operating sys- 
tem, originally designed for IBM’s onslaught 
on the personal computer market, into what 
became the industry standard. After that 
came Windows 95, which has piggy backed 
off MS-DOS into the same position. Mr 


Gates has thus achieved the holy grail of 
all entrepreneurs, for once the industry stan- 
dard. everyone has do buy your product even 
Mien there are better and cheaper versions 
in prospect. The market has in effect been 
locked up. Mr Gates has achieved this, 
moreover, in the world’s fastest growing in- 
dustry. personal computers. 

Quite bow he managed it has been the 
subject of more column inches than the Gulf 
War. In part, it was simply the snowball ef- 
fect Because high tech goods have to be 
compatible with each other, a product can 
sweep all before it once a certain critical 
mass has been achieved. More and more 
other software products become captive to 
that standard, making it more invaluable 
stiLL Anyone with children who has gone 
the Apple Mac route to the desk top com- 
puter must be only too aware, for instance, 
of the impossibility of getting the latest wiz- 
zo computer games in anything other than 
Windows compatible form. 

There is nothing illegal in any of this, 
but dearly it profoundly distorts the way in 
which free markets are meant to work. Ar- 
guably, there were better alternatives, both 
to MS-DOS and Windows, but Done has 
come to occupy anything more than a small 
niche position. Obviously, there’s something 
wrong here, but there’s nothing either the 
market or regulators can do about it In- 
stead, the Justice Department has chosen 
to attack Microsoft on its attempt to lock 
up another area of the market. Internet 


browsers. Even before Microsoft bunched 
Internet Explorer, there were growing 
signs of overtly anti competitive behaviour. 

With Explorer, it became much more 
contentious. What Microsoft did. was directly 
to link Us Explorer product with Windows, 
so that you could not have Windows with- 
out Explorer. Most browsers, which act as 
a gateway to the Web. are in effect given 
away, both by Microsoft and rivals. Even so. 
it is dear what Microsoft is up to here. The 
strategy is that of maintaining control over 
all aspects of the desktop, thereby preventing 
competitors from gettinga foot in the door. 

In the end. it is for the US authorities 
to deal with Mr Gales and the threat he pos- 
es to the free market system. We all have 
to use them, but these are almost exclusively 
US technologies, and it is primarily Amer- 
ica’s lookout if it foils urgently to address 
the problem. Obviously we are affected, 
however. And there is a parallel in Britain, 
if an inexact one. Rupert Murdoch's TV en- 
cryption technology occupies a similar po- 
sition in subscription TV to that of 
Microsoft with the PC - you cannot offer 
pay TV without using his system. The con- 
sequent opportunity for abuse is obvious, 
though to be foir, there is asyei no evidence 
of him using it. As long as capitalism con- 
tinues to flourish, there will always be those 
who aspire to monopoly. What governments 
and regulators have to be eternally vigilant 
in remembering is that monopoly is also cap- 
italism's greatest enemy. 


Tokyo stock market 
rises 6 per cent 
in mini-recovery 


Who will be in EMU? The financial markets' view 


The closer other countries gat to the dashed baseBne (Germany) 
the more lUely they are to join EMU. 

Longterm 

interest rates .• — _ 


Percentage 
potts 
+1.4 


The Japanese yen rose 
and the Tokyo stock 
market staged a - 
mini-recovery yesterday, 
rising more than 6 per 
cent, on renewed hopes 
that the government 
would take measures 
to boost the economy. 
Stephen Vines reports, 
from Hong Kong. 

Japan’s ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) ended its 
annual convention yesterday 
with its leaders firmly focused 
on the need for measures to in- 
ject new life in the economy. 

Newspaper reports sug- 
gested that this would be trans- 
lated into a new package of 
stimulus measures to be en- 
acted in a special March bud- 
get. The measures are reported 
to indude further income tax 
cuts and increased spending on 
public works. It appears that 
the government will focus 
more od reflation of the econ- 
omy than on its previous con- 
cern with balancing the budget. 


The LDP issued a state- 
ment saying: “In line with the 
determination expressed by 
Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto that Japan will nev- 
er trigger a global economic re- 
cession, we will continue to 
promptly carry out all possible 
measures to stabilise the finan- 
cial system and achieve eco- 
nomic recovery.” 

The convention also ap- 
plauded a suggestion that 
Japanese corporations should 
be allowed to undertake a 
mass revaluation of their land 
holdings, something which has 
not been done for over two 
decades. The object would be 
to provide increased collater- 
al against which banks could ei- 
ther lend more or adjust their 
existing loans without having to 
lower borrowing limits. 

Although this proposal 
appears to be very much in the 
spirit of shuffling the deck 
chairs on the deck of the Ti- 
tanic, its ingenuity caught the 
imagination of investors who 
are preoccupied by fears of 
massive corporate defaults on 
loans. 


Interestingly, there were 
signs that foreign buyers had re- 
entered the Japanese market 
with enthusiasm yesterday after 
a period when they had been 
notable by their absence. News 
of foreign buying, enhanced by 
a steadily improvement in the 
value of the yen, encouraged 
domestic investors to come in 
behind the overseas investors. 

While bank shares rose 
strongly yesterday, Moody’s, the 
US-based crediL-rating agency, 
injected a mood of cautioa into 
the industrial sector by issuing 
a downgrade on the debt rat- 
ing of the giant Mitsubishi 
Motors Coip. 

Meanwhile, four former ex- 
ecutives of Dai-Ichi Kangyo 
Bank pleaded guilty to illegal- 
ly giving money to a corporate 
racketeer as they admitted 
they had paid him off to ensure 
that the bank's shareholder 
meetings proceeded smoothly. 
The executives are charged 
with funnelling ll.TSbn yen 
(£55.6m) in 52 payments to 
Ryuichi Koike from July 1994, 
to September 1995, through a 
corporate affiliate. 


UK- 


Italy 
Spain— 






Nov 


Dec 


Jan 


4U 


TOWARDS EMU If tee line moves towards the German Base line B means 
Investors no longer requite such a hgh premium lor holding that country's bonds 
compared to German ones, because they are confident the currency won t 
devalue against the mark. In other words, they think that courtly wi be locked into 
a single cadency with Germany in 10 years' time 

AWAY FROM EMU: However, it they think the country won't be In EMU. that it wM 
have higher inflation, and that there is a risk of a future devaluation against the 
mark, then they will demand an extra prerrmm tor holding that country's bonds, so 
the Ime wiU move away from the base. 


When wiU EMU start? The Ctty Analysts’ View. 

The Independent asked analysts from- 

Nlkko Europe. Pallia Webber. ABN Amro, JP Morgan. Deutsche Morgan GrenteA 
SaJonuw Brothers. Goldman Sachs. HSBC James Capet. UBS 
rttiaf probability they placed on EMU starting on time 


Protabffly EMU starts on time 

87% 

(86% last week) 

Probability EMU is delayed 

10% 

{10.5% last week) 

Probabiity EMU never happens: 

3% 

(3.5% last week) 


EMU chances 
take on fresh 
impetus 


The prospects for European 
Monetaiy Union emerged 
from the shadows this week as 
the Asian economies showed 
signs of recovery. 

The spreads between Ger- 
man mark, securities and some 
of the smaller European cur- 
rencies have widened slightly, 
reversing the long-term trend 
to convergence, but not 
enough to cause any real con- 
cern, and the view of the ex- 
perts is increasingly that it is too 
late now to prevent the narrow 
EMU going ahead and politi- 
cal risky to stop the broad 
EMU. containing Italy, Spam 
and Portugal. 

Bundesbank officials con- 
tinue to warn everyone against 
complacency, but a legal move 
to have the German courts 
rule that replacing the mark is 
unconstitutional is unlikely to 
succeed and has not had much 
impact on the markets. 

The simmering row 
between tbe Dutch and Italians 
is slightly more serious. Bui 
reports that for political 
reasons the Dutch Finance 
Minister would oppose Italian 
membership of the monetary 
union in the first wave have 
been played down in the past 
week. 

- Gifford German 


Peking stands firm behind HK dollar peg GEC Yarrow safeguards jobs 

with £500m Brunei order 


ii 


Hercules 


■^•China’s central banker yester- 
‘ . day insisted Peking would not 
devalue the m ainl and’s cur- 
rency and was standing firm be- 
hind Hong Kong’s defence of 
its dollar peg. 

The blunt public pro- 
nouncements were aimed both 
at international financiers and 
opinion. at home, where tbe 
Asian financial turmoil has 
caused a slide in the black mar- 
ket value of the renminbi. Dai 
XLanglong, governor of the 
People’s Bank of China, made 
the most forthright pledge yet 
that the Chinese government 

- would not devalue its currency 
\ in response to the Asian finan- 

- rial meltdown. A renminbi de- 


valuation was “out of the ques- 
tion. ’‘We don’t have a reason 
to devalue, nor are we willing 
to devalue”, he said. 

The commitment comes 
ahead of today’s arrival in 
Peking of Michel Camdessus. 
managin g director of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund, 
whose bail-out programmes 
for other Asian countries would 
be undermined by any Chinese 
depreciation. Repeated 
promises by Peking have failed 
to quell fears that China may 
decide to devalue its currency 
because of rising competition 
for its exports from south-east 
Asian countries. Mr Dai said 
that only 15 per cent of China’s 


exports were vulnerable to 
competition from south-east 
Asian countries. 

Rumours of a renminbi de- 
valuation puts yet more pres- 
sure on the Hong Kong dollar 
peg to the US currency, which 
Peking is committed to main- 
taining. Mr Dai stressed that 
China's economy was robust. 
Economic growth will slow this 
year, he confirmed, but he was 
confident it would still reach 8 
per cent, compared with 8.8 per 
cent in 1997. And the cause of 
the cooling was a slowdown in 
township and village enter- 
prises, previously one of the en- 
gines of China's economic 
growth. The central banker 


promised “very drastic mea- 
sures" to restructure China's 
state banks, confirming that up 
to 25 per cent of domestic 
loans were non-performing, of 
which more than 5 per cent 
were non-recovcrahle. 

Meanwhile, in Hong Kong the 
Hang Seng Lndex rose utrTxsi 4 per 
cent as fears of a default al Sine 
Group, the property developer, re- 
ceded Concern over the proper- 
ty giants was exacerbated tw a 
decision hy Mtvjdy's. the credit rat- 
ines agency. to downgrade British- 
comrolled Swire Group, and 
Wharf. The pair saw their share 
price rise, probably reflecting the 
recent criticism of credit agencies 
for failing to predict the crisis. 


More than 2.000 jobs were 
safeguarded at the Clydeside 
warship builder GEC Yarrow 
yesterday after the yard secured 
a £500m order for three off- 
shore patrol vessels from the 
Sultan of Brunei, the world's 
richest man. 

The ciin tract will also pro- 
vide work for scores of British 
sub-con tractors including 
British Aerospace, which is ex- 
pected lo supply its Seawolf 
ship-io-air missile system as 
pan ol the package. 

Work on the contract will 
begin next year when the 
Yarrow yard completes existing 


contracts to build three TVpe 23 
frigates for the Royal Navy 
and is expected to keep Yarrow 
busy for four years. 

The yard is also hopeful of 
winning further export orders 
following its success in Brunei. 
South Africa has a similar re- 
quirement for offshore patrol 
vessels and other potential 
markets include the Gulf States 
aud the Far East. 

The vessels are virtually the 
size of frigates and can be used 
in a variety of roles ranging 
from fishery protection to dis- 
aster relief and offshore rescue. 

- Michael Harrison 


CSFB lays off 30 BZW staff 
following bank purchase 

Credit Suisse First Boston (CSFB), the Swiss-Amcrican bank- 
laid off 30 BZW staff in London yesterday. The employees 
were the first UK casualties of CSFB's purchase of parts of 
BZW, the investment banking arm of Barclays Bank, last No- 
vember. A further 350 BZW staff are understood to have 
been called in for “consultation interviews” to discuss their 
future, and more redundancies are expected. CSFB said yes- 
terday redundancies would not automatically follow for those 
called to consultation interviews, but admitted only those staff 
not called to interview could regard their jobs as secure. 

Efficiency cuts at Christie’s 

Christie’s International the auction bouse locked in takeover 
talks with a group of investors led by investment bank SBC 
Warburg, is laying off 57 staff in the UK sad the US as part 
of its plans to “improve efficiency". The cuts are part of an 
ongoing review of Christie's operations, and City sources dis- 
missed suggestions that the group was frying to squeeze a bet- 
ter price out of its suitors, who are understood to be carrying 
oul due diligence on the company. 

Shares soar in Lorien deal 

Shares in Lorien jumped 26p to 559p after the consultancy 
group unveiled a partnership deal with Baan, the fast -growing 
Dutch software house. The agreement makes Lorien one of 
Baan's five UK partners, with exclusive rights to implement 
the company s Enterprise Resource Planning software in the 
process manufacturing industry. 

Safeway raises bank stakes 

Safeway has raised the stakes in the telephone banking war 
with a new account that will pay up to 7.4 per cent interest 
on balances over £2^00. The instant access account will be 
launched on Monday in conjunction with Abbey National. 
It will pay interest of 6.75 per cent on balances over £500 
and 7J per cent on balances over £1.000. 

National Savings down 

Savers put £109m into National Savings in December, bring- 
ing the total for the first nine months of the financial year 
to £1.07bn. compared lo £4.3bn at the same stage the pre- 
vious year. Premium Bonds attracted a net £101m. index- 
linked certificates £42m and Pensioners' Bonds £25m. 

Marlborough takeover 

Marlborough International, Ireland's largest recruitment com- 
pany. has agreed to a reverse takeover of Walker Hamill of 
the UK for about £17.6m. Marlborough asked for its shares 
to be suspended pending shareholder approval of the ac- 
quisition. Whlker HanuR which is privately owned, specialises 
in placing accountants. MBAs and strategy consultants, and 
has offices in London, Reading and Australia. 
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Bill Gates's giant Microsoft Corporation 
is seeing legal action on a whole number 
of fronts the moment in the US- his w eek 
its took action of its won when it launched 
a writ against Taskmaster Computing Ltd 
and an individual. Roy Pique, of White 
Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield in Dover, 
alleging copyright infringement- 

Microsoft’s writ says that on 27 Octo- 
ber last year Taskmaster sold fix e products 
to a company called Lead Glass (Kent) 
which bore "trademarks including Mi- 
crosoft. Windows and Fowerpoint, but 
which were not manufactured by Mi- 
crosoft. 

The giant software company has re- 
tained London-based law- firm Linklaters 
to represent it and lodged a writ on Tues- 
day in the High Courts demanding an in- 
junction against Taskmaster and damages, 
amongst other things. 

Across the pond, Microsoft is itself fac- 
ing an anti-trust case brought by the US 
Justice Department, which claims it is 
violating a 1995 consent decree by mak- 


ing personal computer manufacturers 
"Bundle” its Internet browser with iLs Win- 
dows 95 product. 

Nine US Sates have launched their own 
probes into whether the company is using 
ami-competitive practices. All of which is 
being contested by Microsoft. 

I’ve been waiting to write a story headlined 
“Battle of the Urinals' " for a long lime. 
Some pungent litigation is due to reach 
court this spring between Grccnhill 
Services, of Stoke friges. Buckinghamshire, 
and Washroom International, of 
Gifionville. Kent. 

Greenhill has an exclusive licence to all 
rights in a waterless urinal system called 
“WhtfLAway”. which industry analysis 
have lipped as a big future seller. 

Last year Grccnhill made an agreement 
with Washroom making the latter the exclusive 
distributor of the system in the UK and Eu- 
rope for in years. Under the deal Washroom 
undertook not to sell rival systems. Nnw 
Greenhill is claiming that Washroom is mar- 


keting a rival system. IQ Wnerfree Urinal 
System. Greenhill wants damages and an in- 
junction against Whshroom. 

John Rhodes of Campbell Hooper is 
representing Greenhill and won an inter- 
locutory order from Mr Justice Pop- 
pi ew Hi slopping Washroom from 
breaching the conditions of the contract. 

This decision went to the Court of Ap- 
peal. where Sir John Balcomhe let the ear- 
lier injunction stand, saying that certain 
claims by Washroom had already been 
“pooh poohed” by a High Court judge. 

How refreshing to see a senior mem- 
ber ot the Judiciary expressing himself in 
such earthy terms. 

Ens. »r Byfield. a Southampton firm, are 
representing Washroom. Oh, and if you 
want to see either of the rival urinals in 
action. I'm advised, go to any Granada 
molorwjy service station. 

Richard Brans. »n was being cross-examined 
yesterday in the libel case between Lhe Vir- 
iiin boss and Guv Snowden, founder and 


head of GTech. the American lottery 
contractor. 

Throughout the case, which kicked off 
at the High Court this week, Mr Branson 
has been accompanied by his father, Ted 
Branson. 

Mr Branson senior, 79. is a distinguished 
former banister himself, and ended his ca- 
reer as a Stipendiary Magistrate. His suc- 
cess at the Bar enabled him to send young 
Richard to Stowe, the public school. Ted 
lives with his wife Eve Branson on the south 
coast, near Chichester. Ted’s other claim 
to feme is that he is a former "desert rat”; 
He fought with the British Army in North 
Africa during the second world war, and 
was decorated. Richard Branson is being 
represented by George Carman QC. while 
Mr Snowden has Richard Ferguson QC . 
The case, which is expected to last four 
weeks, is being heard by Mr Justice More- 
land. who heard the Jamie Bulger case. 

A judgement is expected to be delivered 
next Wednesdav over the .Man Dark 


case, in which the former Government 
minister is seeking an injunction and 
damages against the London Evening 
Standard over the newspaper’s spoof 
“Alan Clark Diary". 

Geoffrey Hobbs QC. on Mr Clark’s be- 
half, accused the paper of “false attribu- 
tion of authorship”. Meanwhile, this week 
the Evening Standard continued to publish 
the spoof diary pending the judgment. 

Word reaches me of an im ringing writ 
lodged recently by the Ministiy of Sound, 
the south-east London nightclub headed 
by Jamie Palumbo, against a Ms Cosgrove. 
Solicitors acting on behalf of the Elephant 
& Castle rave venue were reluctant to 
discuss the case, except to say that “Ms 
Cosgrave was offered the opportunity to 
answer the allegations through her solic- 
itors prior to the commencement of pro- 
ceedings, but [the Ministry] regarded the 
responses she provided as unsatisfactory." 
What allegations? I’ll bring you the writ 
in full next week. 








THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY ] 7 JANUARY l 1 ™? 

24 


24/THE BACK PAGE 




f 



* 



Pagan ritual: Two Morris dancers taking a rest during the Straw Bear Festival in Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire, a 17th-century rite resurrected in 1980, in which a straw bear, as a mascot for a good harvest in coining years, is paraded 
around the town by folk dancers from all over the world. This photograph, by Jason Orton, was taken with a Nikon F90, using a 50mm lens on 800 Asa film, I /250th of a second at fB. To order a print, price £15, telephone 0171 -293 2534 
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We want interest paying credit card or store card users who 
are willing to transfer a balance of up to £3,000 to 
Barctaycard. In exchange we'll reduce your balance by 5%, 
up to £15 o + . Not only that, if you're accepted as a new Barclaycard customer before 12 
February 1998, we’ll send you a £10 Marks & Spencer voucher - which could come in handy in 
the sales! Switching to Barclaycard couldn’t be easier. You can apply for a card over the 
phone - just have your bank details on hand and quote code 061BAR. 
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Cad 0800 121 800 


BARCLAYCARD I 


to apply and 
for full written 
details. Please 
quote code 
061BAR 

Lines dtg open 
Sam - 6pm 
Monday to Friday 
8am - 3pm Saturday 


sa sws KSjaaaffi huskm ***«.-, w*** i9mat 

I would Uke to transfer my balance; 
please send me full written details and 
an application Form. 062 BAR 

Send to: Barclaycard, FREEPOST, B$ 4335. Bristol BS13YX 

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 


Title 

Address 


Telephone 


Surname 


First Names 


Postcode 
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www.barclaytart . to. uk 

bnlays Bank PlC. Regtsisred in Lanoon. England Reg Ho 1016167. Re sis I a red Office; 54 Lombard Snwt. London ECaP jAK. 

^ff in the next 12 months the charges on your account are less than your refund, we may require repayment. 


BLACK HOLE 

Revealed: the full story of 
the £ 1 2bn Channel TUnnel 

PLUS: 

■ The day 200,000 bikers came to town 


Have lunch at a Conran restaurant for just £10 


Collect the first token towards a great 
free travel magazine 
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eVe>3 ;?^ : ** *** festivaI of Thaipusa^n, the human peacocks must rise above their pain - spokes pierce bare chests and backs, cheeks and 




tongues are lanced with skewers Photograph: Alain Evnard/Rupert Harding Picture Library 


in Orchard Road 




As human peacocks 
paraded through the 
streets and a carnival 
atmosphere came into 
full swing, Amar Grover 
discovered a very 
different face of 
Singapore. 

This was not quite the Singa- 
pore one expected and, frankly, 
what a relief. I’d been hovering 
. in a temple compound since the 
crack of dawn. Famili es clus- 
tered, tightly as drastic things 
wererdone to brothers, sisters 
and fri ends. I made way for an 
unsteady young man in bright 
yellow-' swimming- trunks. A 
Lirge. spoked frame was pinned 
to hiatbrso. There were cheers 
and chanting. The human pea- 
cock stepped forward and em- 
barked gingerly upon the 
strange road of Thaipusam. 

This is the most flamboyant 
festival of Singapore’s Hindu 
community. Fach year on the 
day pfjjtbe Ml moon in the 
montbof Thai (late January or 
early February), thousands of 
devotees wind through four 
kilometres of the city’s streets. 
Roads are blocked, traffic is di- 


verted and even dirt makes a 
stately appearance. There are 
mounds of orchids and 
marigolds, sticky smashed co- 
conuts and feverish incant- 
ations. But what really sets this 
spectacle apart are the kavadis. 

Kavadi means, literally, 
“sacrifice at every step” and it 
surely feels just lie that. Each 
human peacock sports a steel 
and aluminium cage-like frame 
weighing up to 20kg. Their 
elaborate plumage - feathers, 
tassels, flowers, inset pictures of 
idols - rests on shoulder pads 
yet is balanced by spokes that 
pierce bare chests and backs. 
Hooks and barbs tug none too 
gently, cheeks and tongues are 
lanced with skewers. This is 
faith, not mind, over matter. 

Thaipusam has its roots in 
Thmil India. Legend relates 
how a simple villager embarked 
on a journey to pay homage to 
Lord Subrainaniam, son of the 
mighty god Shiva. Milk, pots of 
which weighed down his shoul- 
ders, was the only modest of- 
fering, song the only effective 
relief. It was an arduous trek 
and for this penance he was 
handsomely blessed. 

Yet there is nothing re- 
motely pastoral about today’s 


kavadi bearers, who are most- 
ly urbane and tinfreakish. The 
newspapers had sampled 
participants; a civil servant 
aged 61 (enduring this for the 
30th year since being cured of 
cirrhosis of the liver); an in- 
surance agent who had lost his 
cancerous leg, and was quoted 
as saying: -‘I keep thinking 
what God has done for me." 

The thrust of all this display 
is atonement to give th anks or 
fulfil vows made to Lord Sub- 


ramaniam. Their everyday con- 
cerns - business prosperity, 
exam success, continued health 
or survival - are wrought larg- 
er than life. And just as reason 
appears suspended, pain is in- 
hibited. 

1 asked about pain, but few 
clear answers were forthcom- 
ing. ■'Correct spiritual prepa- 
ration is vital.” lectured one 
young man. The peacocks fast 
and lead an abstinent life for at 
least three days, possibly a 


month, before the great day. 
Pain may indicate that prepa- 
rations were not up to par, and 
should it be unbearable ... 
well, the peacock is in serious 
trouble. 

Devotees plus entourage 
had gathered overnight at the 
Peru m a) Temple. There were 
prayers and offerings before 
makeshift altars. With gar- 
landed vases balanced on their 
heads, women initiated the 
day's procession to Chettiar 


Temple. It is not a shy route: 
participants take in downtown 
Singapore, even skirting Or- 
chard Road, a major shopping 
thoroughfare. 

As drums throbbed errati- 
cally. ! watched kavadis being 
adjusted. An ungainly fan of 
prongs must fit matching sock- 
ets. One lot struggled for what 
must have seemed an eternity 
to its bearer. The relief when 
it finally docked was unmis- 
takable; to fail before having 


SWINGING INTO SINGAPORE 


Getting there: Quest Worldwide 
(0181-547 3322) is offering a fare of 
£402 return on Singapore .Airlines 
which flies direct from Heathrow or 
Manchester to Singapore. The same 
agency charges just £372 if you fly on 
Malaysia Airlines from Heathrow with 
a stopover in Kuala Lumpur. 
Singapore Airlines (0181-747 UUU7) 
has a special deal. -Singapore 
Spectacular", at £425 including 
economy air fare, three nights' 
accommodation on a twin-sharing 
basis, breakfast, airport transfer and 
city tour, until 30 April. 

Where to stay: the Singapore 


.Airlines package deal looks all the 
more impressive when you see the 
rates charged by hotels. 

The Raffles Hotel (00 65 337 
1886) is a must if cost is not a 
consideration. Room prices start at 
£206 per night. A cheaper alternative 
is the Imperial Singapore 
(00 65 737 1606) where rates start 
at £80. A definite plus is that it is 
within walking distance of the 
Chettiar Temple. 

More information: Singapore 
Tourism Board. 1st floor. Carrington 
House, 126-130 Regent Street. 
London WT R 5FE (0171-437 0033). 
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properly begun would be dis- 
astrous. Few can face what 
would amount to Lord Subra- 
maniam's almost unheard-of re- 
jection. 

Then came oranges. Not 
the freshly squeezed version, 
but a precious casting-away-of- 
evil-spirits variety. Ten, 20 at a 
time were hung from backs, 
chest and thighs by barbs and 
hooks, as were small brass pots 
dribbling rivulets of milk. And 
finally, those long, three- 
pronged skewers pushed 
through tongues and cheeks. 

Against this stoical drama, 
perhaps Lhe oddest reactions 
were from those making most 
noise. A few individuals 
shrieked uncontrollably, 
twitched like rag dolls or 
writhed on the ground amid the 
mess - and they hadn't even 
been pricked. “It is Lord Sub- 
ramaniamT observed an el- 
derly man. “He enters the 
people. They have a trance." He 
seemed a Utile doubtful. 

All this holiness and hyste- 
ria is, thankfully, tempered by 
a carnival atmosphere. Family 
and friends come to send off 
every bird of prayer and they 
need some light "relief. Food 
stalls are crammed into the tern- 
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CITY BREAKS 

Madrid/6 
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pJe compound and there are 
impromptu parties aDd pic- 
nics. Cafes and restaurants line 
the first third of the route. With 
all those spokes and spikes, po- 
licemen direct the flow to avoid 
spidery gridlocks, and 
ambulances hover discreetly. 

I followed the procession 
througb Little India, down 
Serangoon Road and on to 
Tank Road. Devotees strained 
and often nearly buckled under 
their loads; some leaned on 
walking sticks, panting. Egged 
on by shouts or triumphant re- 
solve, others danced and 
twirled to music and song. 

Hours later, at the end of it 
all, there is a long queue to en- 
ter Chettiar Temple. Stand ing 
in the damp heat seemed the 
cruellest of tests. Whatever 
milk remains is poured on the 
deity’s feet, and only then will 
those kavadis be dismantled, 
barbs unhooked and skewers 
withdrawn. Three days later, the 
yillagerwho unwittingly began 
it all is honoured with special 
prayers. And the birds antici- 
pate a year - perhaps even a life 
- of happiness and prosperity. 

This year die festival of Thaipusam 
takes place on 10 Febnuux. 
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Germany and Holland on our sleek 
^^e' TravelUn&s. S^Uf^s from Harwich and Newcastle, with air-conditioned 
ieiirjniKe cs3Whs,:a variety of restaurants and bars and a terrific choice of 

brochures, please cad 0990 333 666 

(quote ref 78425) 
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Please send me: Motoring Holidays □ Short Breaks □ Timetables & Fares U «***«* 


Address — 

_ Postcode 

Scandinavian Seaways, Department 7B425, PO Box 643, Bristol BS99 luu. 
website: http://wwwjcansea.com 
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Selt-drhe holidays 

ktcL Country cottages. Farmhouses, 
Holiday Centro s. Hotels, Comping, 
y Self-catering. From £73 per parson. 
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Monuments 
to a defeated 
heresy 



Ruined refuge of the Cathars: Chdteau <f Aguilar, near Tuehan 


Photograph: Ann Usbome/Robert Harding Picture Library 


Set mainly in the-Corbieres 
region of France are 20 or so 
ruined castles, former bastions of 
the Cathars, perched high on 
craggy rocks. Here your breath 
will be taken away by the views, 
the settings - and the history, 
writes Emily Passmore. 

The Corbieres region is one of the poor- 
est in France, so you won't find it crammed 
with tourist shops and restaurants. But a 
trip is well worth while if wbat you want 
is seclusion, history, and the most romantic 
of settings. 

The Cathars, or Aibigensians, were re- 
garded in the 12th and 13th centuries as 
heretics - and they had the oddest of re- 
ligions, derived from Zoroastrianism. 
They believed that the Devil had creat- 
ed earth which was a kind of living hell 
for wrongdoers. They disregarded the Old 
Testament, and they refused to bow 
down before Christ (since, if he were on 
earth, he could hardly be the son of God). 
Their priests, known as Prefects, were 
completely free of sin (rather as the Clears 
are meant to be in Scientology); they 
weren’t allowed to eat meat or have sex. 
Sexuality was considered a sin, since all 
it did was perpetuate the ghastly human 
race. Indeed, according to one historian, 
sexuality was seen as a “diabolical trap, 
a horrible, repugnant snare that closes in 


all living reality”. (The word “bugger” is 
derived from the word for- Bulgarian, 
many of whom became Cathars in the 
Middle Ages.) And there are connections 
between some of the esoteric symbols of 
the Cathars, and Nazism. 

During the Albigensian Crusade in the 
13th century, when the Roman Catholic. 
Church waged war on the heretics in south- 
ern France, the Cathars were forced to re- 
treat to these romantic castles: in the end. 
though, they were completely erased. 

From the crumbling walls of Chateau 
d' Aguilar to the four chateaux at Latour. 
the castles remain in various states of ruin. 
Up in the clouds at the Chateau ftyreper- 
tuse, a castle built on the very tip of a crag, 
surrounded by sheer rock face hundreds 


of metres up, it is easy to imagine how iso- 
lated, hungry and desperate the Cathars 
must have felt when pursued by their en- 
emies. There remains a curious lavatory 
sticking out of one end of the castle; any- 
one scared of heights who looked down 
the hole would think twice about reliev- 
ing himself. 

Peyrepertuse is just one of the best cas- 
tles and most taxing of climbs: we saw it 
surrounded in mist like a London pea- 
souper, and I was so frightened of 
wandering to the edge and falling off that 
I remained rooted to the spot until my com- 
panion appeared out of the clouds and res- 
cued me. The only trip to beat 
Peyrepertuse is Latours. Although some 
areas here are roped off, there are many 


unguarded strips where you feel it would 
be all too easy to fall down into the hands 
of the waiting Crusaders below. Montsegur 
is demanding, but well worth it. if you’re 
not put off by passing the field where 450 
Cathars were put to death at the stake. 
Four Cathars escaped from Montsegur 
with, it’s said, a mass of Christian treasure, 
and rumours have since abounded that 
identify this treasure with the Holy GraiL 

If, before you go, you can read Mont- 
aillou . written by the French historian 
Emile Le Roy Ladurie, which was based 
on Inquisition records of around 1300, you 
will get a much better idea of what life 
was like during the period. It's a bit like 
a medieval soap opera, and tells you who 
was sleeping with whom, who was guard- 
ing whose sheep, what the corrupt parish 
priest has to say about the yellow cross- 
es the Cathars were forced to wear, and 
so on. 

Montailiou itself is one of the prettiest 
of the castles, the most easily accessible and, 
surprisingly, the least tourist-ridden. Stand- 
ing iaside its ivy-covered walls, listening to 
the bells of the cows below mingling with 
the church bells, and overlooking miles of 
undulating hills, you feel as though you are 
right back in the 13th century. 

The area attracts its fair share of New 
Agera. since the castles are all situated 
around the mysterious Rennes le Chateau, 
where in the 19th century, a Father 
Sauniere uncovered a mass of mysterious 
manuscripts and esoteric material, left, it's 
said, by the Knights of the Round Table. 


He became suddenly so incredibly rich that 
he was able to refurbish the church com- 
pletely (unfortunately he had no taste; it’s 
a terrible painted interior full of naff stat- 
ues), build hims elf a mysterious tower and 
formal garden, and rebuild the walls 
around the town. His great wealth was so 
inexplicable that he was excommunicated 
for his luxurious lifestyle. Perhaps it was 
he who discovered the Grail itself ... 

Carcassonne is a good place from 
which to start off, a medieval town com- 
pletely restored by Viollet le Due in the 
19th century, but it’s too perfect, and 
tourists jostle cheek by jowl as they visit 
shops selling scented candles, Provencal 
duvet-coveis and overpriced pottery. 

Instead. I’d advise booking at the 
Hotel Cosies in Montsegur - simple and 
basic, but very clean. It’s one of those typ- 
icaL family-run hotel-restaurants found all 
over France, with delicious plats du jour, 
roaring fires, two dogs, and local wine. Ide- 
al after a long slog up to a chateau and 
back. 

Getting there: Rail Europe (0990300003) 
has a service firm London Waterloo to Car- 
cassonne via Paris and Bordeaux for £142, 
taking 11 hours. 

Staying there: the Hotel Cosfes in 
Montsegur is on 00 33 561 01 1024. .4 dou- 
ble room costs 220F (about £24) per nigfit. 
fiirther in fo rm a tion: French Government 
Tourist Office, 1 78 Piccadilly, London W1 V 
QAL (0891 244123, premiummie); fax 0171- 
493 6594). 
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About 66,000 overseas visitor 
travelled to South Africa _m the 

first eight months of 1997 - up 

22 per cent on the same penod 

the previous year. But as last .. .. 

week’s Green Channel ex- 
plained, only around a qtrarter 
of the amount of money from 
tourism actually stays in devel- 
oping countries, because of for- 
eign ownership of travel agents, 
tour operators and hotels - and 
South Africa is no exception. 

When a survey by Capibus for 
Action for Southern Africa . 
(ACTSA) revealed this fact to 

British interviewees, more than 

60 per cent of those interviewed 
thought the figure was too little. 
Many were prepared to pay more 
for their holiday if they could be 
guaranteed that a greater . 
amount of the money would ben- 
efit the country. _ 

Nearly a quarter of respon- 
dents said they would be wfllmg ’ 

to pay an extra 10 per cent, and 
about three-quarters also felt 
they would like holiday compa- 
nies to provide more information 
on how their trips affect local 
people. 

Sue Wheat 

RED 

CHANNEL 


Hazardous marine life in .. 
Thailand - warnings from 
*Lonely Planet*. 

“Sea urchins are found in sandy 
spots near rocks and coral, often 
in popular snorkelling areas. 

They are generally spotted easily 

- look for dark spheres radiating . 
thin spines. In such environ- 
ments, take care, when wading or 
snorkelling, not to be knocked 
over by waves and tidal surges. 
Contact with sea urchins may 
leave their spines embedded in 
your skin. The larger ones can 
sometimes be removed with 
tweezers. Where spines are too 
fine to be plucked out, the pre- 
ferred local method is to break 
them up using a blunt instrument 
such as a smooth stone or knife 
handle. Once the spines have 
been dealt with, the painful ven- 
om can be neutralised by immers- 
ing the affected area in very hot 
water for 30-90 minutes. 

“Scorpionfish, lionfish and ze- 
b rafish all look very colourful 
and interesting, but their dorsal 
spines can pack a painful wallop 

- don’t touch! It’s very unlikely 
that you will be stung by one of 
these bizarre beauties, but if so, 
use the hot-water treatment de- 
scribed for sea urchins. 

“Cone shells are cone-shaped 
sea-snails with a venomous pro- 
boscis that darts from the narrow 
end of the shell to ward off ag- 
gressors. The pain of their sting 
can be intense, and venom doses 
are sometimes fetal. Never touch 
or even get close to a cone- 
shaped shell in the sea.” 

* Thailand's Islands and Beaches’ 
is published this month by Lonely 
Planet, price £9.99. 
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WEATHER 


The British Isles, noon today 


Atlantic chart, noon today 



mosiietwi* , aaal*i6(nrejiiiocn local lime c,ctaidy. Uar fq .log , 


General summary and outlook: 

Mas! of England and Wales will have a dry day 
with some sunny spells after early frost However, 
the extreme west will be cloudier and some drizzly 
rain is likely lo ailed the north-west tor a lime. 
Northern Ireland will be rather cloudy with a little 
light rain and drizzle. Meanwhile. Scotland will 
have a cold day with ihe best or any sunny spells 
in the north and east. The south and west of the 
coumry will have duller spells and some patchy 
rain, steel and hill -snow. 

Tomorrow will be very unsettled across the whole 
of the British Isles. In Scotland outbreaks of rain, 
sleet and snow are likely. Initially the snow will be 
confined to the hills and Ihe far north, but the rain 
may turn to snow in southern Scotland later. The 
rest of the UK will have showers and longer spells 
of rain. Early next week a northerly airflow will 
bring cold weaiher lo the whole country with wide- 
spread night frost and some snow showers along 
North Sea coasts. 
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AA Roadwatch 

London A1 between Mill Hill Circus and j: 
Fiveways Comer. RoaJwric and restnc- jj 
Irons Until May 37. jj 

London A3211 Blacttriars Underpass, ji 
Contraflow. Until April 15 j: 

Buddrigtonstee, M40 J1a-J3. Road- || 
worts sid contraflow Until 1999. \ 

Kent M2 J5-7. Bridge maintenance & \ I 
restrictions Until March 9. jj 

Bristol M5J18j-l9.Majorro*Jwr1oon i 
Avonrrawth Bndge Umd Jsi 99. 

Cornwall. A38 Bodmin Rytaray Station jj 
turning. Contralto*. Until June 1. j I 
Gloucestershire. M5 J9 Tewksbury. Con- jj 
traftow Until Jan 23. jj 

Somerset. M5 JZ2-J23. Major road- jj 
works & contraftow. Until Maitit 31 . ji 
Cantos. A1 Alconbivy lo Haddon. Con- j •’ 
struction work. Until Dacantoer 31 1998. jj 
Suffolk A12 between Kesstngland and i = 
Wrerthan. Restrtcttorc until March 3. jj 
Derby*be.A38Sou8»NomBrton. Major jj 
madwodts. Until March i. 
leicestershire. Ml J24. Northbound exit jj 
slip dosed. Use J?3a. IMl April 11 l\ 
Greater Manchester. A56 Old fafford. j \ 
Ro3dworteandrestrKtjons.Unti)Jan19. jj 
Merseyside A57 Knowley. Roadwoite II 
at M57 iinction. IMil Dec 31 . I j 

North YWe. Ai Abertord ig GarJorth. j 
Roadworts until August jj 

0et and about with AA Road- jj 
watched! 0338 4fl!w He «ra local jj 
oil rasorW irWic nen Sane TheAutomo- ■ ■ 
biie Assoaaiaa Cate dttged a» 39 d po nm jj 
i{Jieao rae} 45o per rrtn oil oew ftnesj inc ; j 
VAT jj 


Lighting-up times 
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Air quality 
Yesterday's readings 
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Outlook for today 
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High tides 


Sun and moon 


AM HT PM HT 
London 408 7.0 16-32 7.0 

Liverpool 1:43 8.8 1357 8-9 

AwnmouBi 952124 22:1212-0 
HuUCAfeert Dodd M3 8.1 2149 65 

Greenock 3:23 12. 15:11 3.6 

DuiLaoghaiK 202 18 1422 4.0 



Sun rises: 
SunseJa: 


7-58 

1624 


Moon rises 21.47 
Moon sets 30X12 


Last quarto Jw 20 


The sky at night 



Ononis be seen dire southhetw^ 9 and 10 pm Ihis week . | 
Orion Nebula, located in the ■swortf, is fust visible to.the rjafed qrfrand j 
a good target for small telescopes or binoculars | 


What better constellation than the magnificent Orion to house 
one of the most wondrous sights of deep space -the immense Ori- 
on Nebula. Select a reasons bly dark evening and focus your at- 
tention below his belt and slightly to the left of centre, where with 
a little imaginationyoa can see his sword dangling. Even with the 
naked eye you should be able to discern a ghostly greenish haze 
where a huge glowing gas doud 1,500 light years away illuminates 
space like a fluorescent light some 15 light years across. Binocu- 
lars will help reveal its fan-like shape. The Orion Nebula is actu- 
ally a luminous blister on the front of an even greater dark cloud 
of dust and gas lying behind it, which is a veritable stellar breed- 
ing ground. The brilliant hot stars that formed within the Orion 
Nebula about 1 million years ago are responsible for inflaming 
this cosmic carbuncle. 



Jacqueline Mitton 
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Kinloch Castle, on the island of 
Rhum, may well be Britain’s 
greatest monument to 
self-indulgence, writes Paul Buttle. 
And it makes the focus of a 
spectacular trip. 


The extravagance of Kinloch Castle still 
shocks, 100 years after ii was built. Were 
it on the mainland it would be far better 
known. But then, the remoteness of its loc- 
ation off the west coast of Scotland makes 
the place doubly strange. 

Seen from the mainland, IS miles away, 
Rhum looks a striking island: a cluster of 
dome-like peaks seemingly afloat in the 
midst of the sea (an image often seen in 
the film Local Hero). Two hundred years 
ago the island had a population of around 
400. But in the 1820s it was simply “cleared" 
when the residents were put aboard two 
ships that took them to Canada. 

The island was made into a huge sheep 
farm, but the venture failed. Thereafter it 
became merely a playground for the ab- 
surdly rich, where they could spend time 
hunting and fishing. 

Few landowners in Scotland at the 
turn of the century were more absurdly rich 
than George BuOough. who inherited the 
island from his father in 1S91, and a huge 
fortune to go with ft. 

George's wealth had been amassed in the 
Lancashire cotton industry by his father and 
grandfather. His grandfather, something of 
an inventor, bad founded a business man- 
ufacturing machines to serve the cotton 
nulls; the business later expanded to Amer- 
ica. George was one of the wealthiest men 
in Britain when be came into his inheritance. 
And whilst his father and grandfather had 



Monumental extravagance: the stone for Kinloch Castle was cut and shipped in from the Isle of Arran, the soil for the grounds was transported from Ayrshire 

Rhum legacy of a wealthy egoist 


Photograph: Sue Anderson 


devoted their lives to amassing that wealth. 
George devoted his life to spending it. 

Part of that spending involved building 
Kinloch Castle. Because George wanted a 
red castle, the stone for it had to be cut and 
shipped in from the Isle of Arran. 

Similarly, because the soil on the island 
was too poor to produce the type of luxu- 
riant grounds he wanted to have around the 
castle, that, too, was shipped in: half a mil- 
lion tons of it. from Ayrshire. The castle 
was completed by 1901 and equipped with 
all the latest refinements then available, in- 
cluding central heating and electricity - a 
small hydroelectric plant having been built 
behind the castle to provide the supply. In 
the grounds were large greenhouses in 
which turtles and alligators were kept; hum- 
ming birds flew in the conservatory. 

In today’s money it cost George all of 
£70m to build what was essentially a holiday- 
home, used for just four weeks a year - he 
had other mansions elsewhere, as well as an 
ocean-going “yacht" the size of Britannia. 


The main hall of the castle is a baronial 
extravaganza: a herd of stags' heads line the 
walls, the skin of a polar bear covers the 
floor a few yards from a Steinway grand 
piano. In the rest of the castle is a ballroom 
with a musicians’ gallery, a dining-roam with 
mahogany panelling, a sumptuous games 
room with a full-length snooker table, and 
a small library stocked floor to ceiling with 
leather-hound books. 

All this, to provide a little rest and and 
comfort after a hard day speni on the 
island's heather-clad hills, blasting away at 
the red deer. Gcarly, tramping those hills 
did not instill in George any regard or de- 
sire for simple living. 

The visits went on for 20-odd years after 
the castle was built, and then they stopped. 
George and his wife packed up theft hags 
one summer and never returned to the 
castle. They left everything: the paintings, 
the furniture, the porcelain, the sLatucs. the 
books, the cellars slocked with wine. Mil- 
lions of pounds' worth of valuables they 


simply abandoned to gather dust, never 
sending for any of it. George died in 1939 
playing golf in France; his widow, Monica 
Lilly, died nearty 30 years later, in 1967. 

Eleven years before Monica Lilly died, 
she offered the castle and the island to the 
Queen, who politely refused it. A year later 
she sold the island and everything on it, in- 
cluding the castle and all its contents, to 
Scottish Natural Heritage, for Ihe knock- 
down price of £1 an acre - a total of £27,000. 

Although George and Monica Lilly nev- 
er stayed in the castle again, they made one 
final visit to Rhum: and they are still there. 
On the far south side of the island from the 
castle is one of the strangest burial sites in 
Britain: a mausoleum in the shape of a Greek 
temple, standing in gaunt isolation, looking 
out over the Atlantic. It was built for 
George's father, and now George rests on 
one side of him and his wife on the other. 

Close by the mausoleum are the ruined 
remains of several former island homes - 
last occupied more than 1 70 years ago. 


Similar ruins can be seen in the north of 
the island, at Kfimory. 

I found Kilmoiy an entrancing place. 
Looking north across a sweeping sandy 
beach, you can see the Cuillin mountains 
of Skye, and to the south are the majestic 
peaks of Rhum itself. A herd of stags graz- 
ing on the short sward added an almost sur- 
real atmosphere on the day I was there. 
Normally these animals take flight as soon 
as they see a human being, but here they 
have become almost domesticated. 

In the midst of the herd was a small cot- 
tage. It had a affecting simplicity, especially 
surrounded by all that natural beauty, and 
looked a near ideal place to live. I wondered 
why it was that George Bui lough never 
thought the same, but instead spent all those 
millions, building what in essence is and al- 
ways has been, despite all that expenditure, 
a ludicrously ugly edifice. 

The museum section of Kinloch Castieisopen 
from April to October, though tours outside 


these dates are sometimes possible. For 
information on the castle and the rest of the 
island, contact Rhum National Nature Re- 
serve, the Re sene Office, The White House, 
Isle of Rhum, Inverness-shire PH43 4RR 
(016S7 462026). 

Getting there : short of hiring a heli- 
copter, the only transport to Rhum for most 
of the year is on a Caledonian MacBravrte 
ferry from Mallaig ( 01 475 650100). 77/e A fV 
’Lochmor' takes between 90 minutes and four 
hours, dependmg on the routing. She oper- 
ates three or four days a week throughout the 
year. The fare far a five-da y return is £9.35 
for foot passengers, in summer, the timetable 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays allows for day 
visits to be made; at other times, you have 
to stay cn emight. 

Accommodation: the Reserve Office 
( 01687 462026 ) can arrange places to stay 
around the island, lou can also stay in a self- 
catering hostel at Kinloch Castle (call the 
manager on 016S7 462037). The attached 
restaurant is open during the summer. 


{**» , 




& 




no*. 


% . * 




SIMON 

CALDER 


The best argument yet for 
a single European currency 
has just dropped through my 
letterbox. You expect your 
first credit card statement 
after Christmas to contain a 
shock or two, but you don’t 
usually expect the culprit to 
be the credit card company 
itself. 

Here's how it happened. 
The usual check-out scrum 
surrounded the cashier’s 
desk at the Hotel AJcora in 
Seville. I said the bill had 
already been paid; they said 
ft hadn't, and with the 
disadvantage conferred upon 
anyone with a plane to catch 
I handed over my credit card 
to settle the 25,000-peseta 
account. 


Seconds later the mistake 
was spotted. My card was 
put through the machine 
again, a refund slip was 
issued for the same amount 
- in pesetas - and I thought 
no more about it. Until the 
bill arrived this week. The 
amount charged was £10A 
but the refund was only 
£ 100 . 

Losing £6 in as many 
seconds is worrying: more 
alarming is what it suggests 
about the margins the bank 
appropriates for foreign 
transactions. 

In the seven years since the 
collapse of Communism, the 
countries of the former Soviet 
Union hove adopted all 


manner of Western habits, 
including airlines which focus 
on the interest of the 
passengers, not the staff. Bui 
they haven't quite grasped the 
concept that in-flight 
magazines should be bland 
and unadventurous. 

Uzbekistan Airways’ cabin 
reading, imaginatively 
entitled Inflight Magazine. 
takes its chances with a 
feature on Britain's capital. 

It commends the "Free 
topical walking excursions 
through Liindon". a surprise 
to ihc London Whlks 
organisation, which charges 
£4.51.) a stroll. 

“An excursion of London 
will include Big Ben, the 
elock tower that collates the 


exact time throughout Great 
Britain." 

Panorama, the in-flight 
organ of Ukraine 
International Airways, 
focuses on home territory. 
The first lime that British 
travellers are likely to see this 
is when heading to the 
Ukrainian capital. Kiev, 
probably for work. So any 
aaxiety they may feel will be 
amplified by the full-page 
advertisement that begins: “I 
was gelling really nervous. I 
couldn't believe it when my 
company transferred me to 
Ukraine. - 

The ad. for an American- 
run clinic in the capital, 
continues the worrying 
theme: “As the dav 


approached, I was starting to 
panic ... Oh my gosh! What 
if I get sick over there or 
worse ... in some kind of 
horrible accident ... I had 
heard some nightmare 
stories about Ukrainian 
health care." 

I think I preferred the 
blunt technical data that 
passed as in-fligbl reading on 
a flight from Irkutsk to 
Moscow. Just after the 
Tftpolev took off for its non- 
stop flight, I read that the 
aircraft's maximum range was 
5,000km. 

The distance between the 
two cities is 5,200km. 

What airline is this, 
anyway? That’s the question 


posed by Peter Copping of 
Manchester, who bought a 
package holiday from a small 
tour operator. “I travelled 
out on the ticket of one 
‘airline', on a plane operated 
by another carrier. The 
journey back was on a 
different, non- UK airline. 


None of these was the airline 
whose name appeared on my 
ticket. Had an accident 
occurred - 1 don'i mean a 
crash, just, say, boiling coffee 
being spilled on me - 1 would 
not have known who was 
responsible." 

Can anyone help? 
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0345222111 Book 1^ 28th ’S8 


World offers 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world's favourite airline 


Fans are return 
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Le weekend 
break: the 
chain reactions 



Geneva airport to the Swiss resorts of the 
Pones du Soleil. Take the train to Aigle. 


It seemed a good idea to whiz 
across to the Alps for a three-day 
ski break. But have you ever tried 
to drive up a mountainside in the 
snow? Without snow chains? Not 
a wise move, as Richard Holledge 
discovered. 


There is one. foolproof way to find out 
whether it is going to snow in the Alps. NoL 
the cloud lowering over Mont Blanc, not 
the pine cones opening (or is it closing?), 
not even the advice of 
some gnarled, alpine Ian 
MacCaskill. You wait 
until you hear 1 am hir- 
ing a car for the short - 
huh - haul from Gene- 
va to a nearby resort. 

Snowstorms are 
guaranteed. One trip 
saw me and Ford Orion 
slide off the mountain in 
gentle spring snowfall 

below Val Thorens. 

There was the slow-mo- 
tion skid into the crash 
barrier on the way up to 
Alpe d’Huez; the trau- 
matic battle against bliz- 
zards on the way to 
Tignes; and as for “road 
blocked with snow r above Selva ... So it 
was that at midnight a week or so ago. as 
late-night revellers sal cosily in bars toast- 
ing a mighty snowfall. 1 was lighting a los- 
ing battle with snow chains just outside 
Chamonix. 

The idea had been to prove to myself 
how easy it is to flit across to the slopes for 
three days without the help of travel agent 
or specialist organiser. 

It started well. However, it is an in- 
eluctable fact of travel life that the bits of 
the trip that work are equalled by those 
that don’t. The journey from Luton to 
Geneva with easyJet took off on time and 
arrived early. The £12S fare compared 


more than favourably with the £408 quot- 
ed by British Airways, even if you did have 
to buy your own can of Stella and packet 
ofTwiglets. 

The flight took one hour 20 minutes, 
the baggage took SO minutes to dear, the 
business of hiring the car took an hour and 
20 minutes, the getting out of Geneva an- 
other hour. Nice place, Geneva, but not 
late at night in the rain, when all roads lead 
to centre ville and not i nitres directions. 
(Next time m cough up the £16 necessary 
to travel on the two miles of Swiss motor- 
way link from the airport to France's Au- 
toroute Blanche, and bypass the place 
altogether.) 

If it's raining in 
Geneva it’s snowing in 
the mountains. And fog- 
gy. So by the time I 
reached Chamonix, at 
around midnight, the 
snow was piling down so 
fast that it was obvious 
I would not make the 
last few miles to my des- 
tination, Argentine, 
that night. 

Of course, being an 
experienced driver-off 
of mountains I had been 
remarkably percipient, 
and had persuaded the 
harassed girl on the Avis 
desk to sell me snow 
chains. Frankly, even as I did so 1 knew that 
I would never manage to put them on. So 
it was that 1 was parked in 6in of snow in 
a gale on a busy main road with cars ei- 
ther contemptuously rushing past spray- 
ing me with snow (chains on, smug 
bastards), or wobbling dangerously (no 
chains, stupid bastards). 

The idea is that you slip the chains over 
and round the car tyres, simply click the 
hooks inside the tyre into place, and join 
up the outside links - all with a minimum 
of effort. However, it doesn't work like 
that. You need the muscles of a weight- 
lifter and the agility of a contortionist in 
the Cirque du Soleil. 


I thought that if 1 lay down in the road 
and looked tragic - maybe even dead - per- 
haps somebody would realise (hat this was 
a pathetic Englishman and would come to 
my rescue. 

I tried losing my tempera few times. Just 
an act. of course. 

Back to Chamonix, where the concierge 
at one bold smiled sympathetically, if rather 
sardonically, and told rae there was only 
one bed left in the whole town. Spurred by 
my reluctance to spend a night in my other- 
wise very cosy Renault Twingo, 1 tore 
through the town, sidestepped a coachload 
of bewildered Asians and found myself in 
that vciy haven. 

No food of course, just the left-over 
Christmas cake I had thoughtfully bought 
for my would-be companions of the piste. 


Next day, more snow, but this time, with 
daylight and under cover of the garage, I 
easily put on my chains - a mere 45 min- 
utes of grunting, straining and cursing, and 
I was off. 

How fabulous to have a car. Go where 
you like, move effortlessly from one resort 
to another, ignore other English cars 
struggling to put on their chains by the road- 
side. Freedom. 

The sun came out, shining through 
snow-laden trees, the Chamonix valley 
looked lovely, the mountains looked 
inviting. 

And so they were: the big, unpisted runs 
above Argentiere rimmed by mighty peaks, 
the easier, prettier runs of Les Houches 
packed with happy skiers. Lunch, lots of it. 
was taken outside. Sunbathing in Decem- 


ber? Of course. Three days of perfect ski- 
ing, a meal to restore your faith in French 
cooking at the Chamonix’s Au beige du Bois 
Prill - all foie gras , fish and lamb in 
glorious harmony - and it was back to 
Geneva. 

A weekend away. Perfect. 

Except that I haven’t forgotten that first 
night. 

Next time I'll think about going by train. 
For example, you can get to the resorts of 
the Trots WIees- Courchevel Mfribel, Les 
Menuires - on one of three or four trains 
a day from Geneva via Chambdty and 
Moutiers, and catch a bus or taxi to the re- 
sort- La Plagne, Les Arcs and Val d’Ishre 
are reachable from stations further on down 
the line. 

Belter still, take the train direct from 


walk across the platform, take the . 
t&ipherique, not just to the charming vB- . 
lage of Champery, bat to the cable car which • 
connects to the dozen resorts and 200 kflo- . 
metres of skiing that make up the Portes 
du SoIeiL 

Quite a handy place to have a car, as it 
happens. Maybe Til go to evening classes 
in snow-chain assembly. 

Le weekend: easyJet fare : £128 (£79 out, £49 
return). 

The car hire: £124 for three days. Snow 
chains, £20. Unscheduled stay in Park Ho- 
tel Chamonix, £40. 

Contacts: French Railways (0990 300003), 

Swiss Railways ( 0171 734 1921). \ 


SKI TIP 

To improve your ability to 
balance on steeper slopes, 
ski with your hands below 
your hips and in front of 
your thighs. This will allow 
you to turn your legs 
more powerfully and to 
absorb bumps and difficult 
terrain. 

Chris Exalt 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Puts other holidays in the shade 
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S -* — “T ii » Different HollJmy * W n. 

1 Leaders in small group walking St discovery holidays, biking adventures - 
“ & overland expeditions worldwide | 

I 9 Weir Road, London SW12 0LT. 0181 673 0859. http^/www.exodustravds-co.uk S 


Some books 

CAM CHANGE YOUR LIFE. 

This one can 

CHANGE EVERYBODY'S. 



To find out how you can Join an 
Eartiiwatrii ceam prov id ing funds 
and assistance on over 130 
environmental and cultural 
projects world-wide, get the 
Earth watch Institute ExpedMon 
Guide. CaO 01865 31 1 600 with 
your c re dit card or send a 
cheque for £3 JO, made payable 
to Earthwatdi, to 
EARTHWATCN FREEPOST 
OF 157 , OXFORD 0 X 3 fiBR. 
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FINDING SOLUTIONS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 


Experience the 


Unexpected 

* Discover the unique experience 


The travel section of 
The Independent has the most 
discriminating, sophisticated 
and knowledgeable readers 
of any newspaper. 
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WALKING In Germany & Alsace. 
SaH-gutdod, no groups. Bogs 
transported. 01786 824515 

NATO HIST FAMILY HOLIDAYS at 
leading nutfist resortB In Europe 
and further aflekL 56-page 
brochure from Pang Travel Ltd. 
01708 471832 ABTA V3900 ATOL 
06 21 

INN1EMQRE SCHOOL OF PAINT- 
ING . Isle of MuH RA70 8HD. 
Courses May-Sept Broch 01681 
704201 

WALKING IN GERMANY & 
ALSACE. SeB-gudAd, no group*. 
Bass transported. $1766 824515 

XENOS HOLIDAYS kivKe you to be 

their guest to Western Crew. Hol- 
iday with a (fitteiencQ In a very 
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nar. Reia*. team new skflb, artoy 
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Adventurous & Interesting boll- 
daya in Indfen Himalayas, 
trucking, mountain biking, motor- 
cydino- Yoga. wBdflowena, geot- 
ogy. Jeep safeties. Himalayan 
Folkways 01323 422 213 
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SINGLE? 


Summer Holiday? 
Where? With Whom? 

Singles Abroad 

Great holidays exclusively for single people 

Call 0181 809 0090 s 

FOR BROCHURE & RESERVATIONS S 

Pasha Travel Ltd ^ 
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% Maybe you should !! 

Fabulous beaches . ■ ■ lush tropical 
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Special Interest Holidays 
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Diving Holidays 


DIVE! 


Experience the exotic 
world bentsath the waves 

O^flriBPSiwcoledknarvmiiiMda 
An li*Jsy8 bfcr begkam & ttpals 
tfa. Lam to Dhn ki ta char nra 
waters of Ow Red Sea. Diw Itw 
d^mdannhALagDOo, __ 
ttn boaufiful coraL^%BY 
ga ntea a at Maputo 
and many ptacm ki 
Man 

Rad Sat Aon £2M 
Mua dotnmcm 
CM tar Mb $ jour tredsre 


S’ 01 753 681999 


3 UJ 

9 

! • 

-4 

$ 



♦BdagaUcaCtnym 
dmcnwvgUoreFRHB 
♦OeKWBBWn*; krakof U £eSd 

♦Brimfranmgd foe mna h Red Sm 

♦WdjiGimflirittifc 

•FUgb-TreBUtfrEUSM. 


01 353 778096 W 


Travel Services 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


Rmnicovaro 

SUn TDUI NEEDS 


01243 817781 


OSS 


Cruises 



For the ultimate deep sea cruise experience, sail , to St. Helena, Ascension Island 
and Cape Town on the 7,000 tan luxury cargo liner RMS St. HefeoaJ 

® Four-star air-conditioned, stabilised luxury 
(Berlitz Guide, 1997) * 

® 4.500 mile trans-oceanic voyajze/ cruise to the tropical 

south Atlantic ~ “ 

® Visit Napoleon’s tomb andhis ; 

® See St Helena^ unique Hoi^hKriAiwt* - w~" » ' 

An oppornudty to explore tropical isbswfa ■fer’froni the tourist track, where 
the pace of Hfe is almost unchanged ptfe last century. 

We offer a unique variety of fly/mike nffirms, from 23 days to 
50 dap, all year round, with starting |>Fices from £2,1 OS. 

Call or write now for our latest brochures 
and begin the experience of aftfetb&e. 

Tel: 01 326 211466 

Cwrmw. Sbrpptfig Lid i \t* Si Hri«j L9rL -/% " 

49-MI FJfiffcte FubiuM^h, C"ni»ill , 

Fax: 01326 21 2808 ’ 

RMS St. Helepa 

" /’Vi 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


5/TRAVEL 

OVERSEAS 
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Take Off 


TakeOff 
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pre-piM tans 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

BEUING 

TOKYO 

■Per pereout»» 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


£300 £535* 
£356 £645 
£380 £690 
£376 £619 
£251 £394 
£251 £349 
£255 £379 
£323 £438 
£213 £299 
£302 £469 

loo I people Trawfino 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANKLES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

LAS VEGAS 


mn» ictum 

Iran 

£155 £171 
£155 £171 
£193 £226 
£135 £222 
£154 £229 
£164 £229 
£246 EZ74 
£199 £231 
£297 £313 
£189 £262 


out «ar iEUn 


MEXICO CITY 

lion 

£281 £331 

INDIA 

£209 

£350 

JO'eURG 

£163 

£381 

CAPETOWN 

£163 

£277 

HARARE 

£331 

£515 

NAIROBI 

£218 

£297 

DUBAI 

£206 

£258 

CARIBBEAN 

£207 

£207 

GENEVA 

£99 

£137 

AROUND THE WORLD 

£827 


TRAIL 



ERS >-)- 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £29 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £46 * ASIA £27 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £20 PER DAY - CALL NOW FOR OUR TA1LORMAOE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


AIR NEW ZEALAND TO AUCKLAND OR SYDNEY 

FROM £619 RETURN 

PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


* 0T£LS '*»#t%r, 


..emitter. 








worldwide attention to detail 


For the real lowdown on worldwide 
travel, Ttefffindera is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Tratffinders otters more low cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-make your very 
own package with up to 65% discount 
on hotels and car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


OTDL1458 LATA ASIA 63701 


42-5D Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel. 
194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel: 
First fi Business Class: 
215 Kensington High Sheet 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel 
254-284 Sauchiehall Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

58 Deansgale 
worldwide Travel- 
First & Business Class: 


LONDON WB 6FT 
0171-938 3366 
LONDON WB 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON W8 BSD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 6B5 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 
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lISAirteurs 

SPOTLIGHT ON LOW COST SCHEDULED FARES 


tTY >V ' 




LjMiuu;: 

0181 559 7709 
0161 873 8030 

Cl.l-iLCA 

0141 204 4161 

F;ir;niri'.:l),ini 

0121 236 7181 


ATLANTA 


£209 

ORLANDO 

£220 

BOSTON 


£178 

PHILADELPHIA 

£183 

CHICAGO 


£228 

PHOENIX 

£259 

DALLAS 


£203 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£220 

DENVER 


an 

SARASOTA 

£349 

FORT LAUDERDALE 

£324 

TAMPA 

£220 

LAS VEGAS 


£259 

WASHINGTON 

£170 

LOS ANGELES 


E220 

TORONTO 

£237 

NEW ORLEANS 


£334 

VANCOUVER 

£309 


Jgtgrt 


fllWlrrt 



or: ANDO HOTLINE 

0181 506 5012 

COCHI. TIE HOTLINE 

0181 506 5013 


Prices include airport taxes 


Fans arc low muon trim (ran London. CjmkWmb and regonul tuppknimb may apply. Cal far caaTKiaot. 
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virgin 

atlancic 


ViRGIN SPECIAL OFFERS FROM: 

Hong Kong £349, Johannesburg £399 
New York/Boston £189, Washington £213 


OAier airlines nsfum prices inducting pre-pak/ airport fcsass from: 


Sydney 

Melbourne 

Auckland 

Sngapore 

Bangkok 

Beijing 


£517* Bombay 
£517* New York 
£619 Boston 
£379 Mioni 
£344 Chicago 
£288 San Diego 


£353 las Angsles £220 


£170 Toronto 

£170 Vancouver 

£220 Mexico 
£228 Rome 
£220 Lamaca 


-parpananbaMd ai 3 pvopi. kanthg togtotar 

Pricw ora ubfad to atoSofaiby. THSII ABE MO ADOmONAL CHABOES ON CKOfT 
GlflD BOOIBKS5. la »Mra quiAy call ora raesrdad. ]tn ThnieB CaoL Graup lid. 


£238 

£310 ..... 

£326 
£130 

*'45.0870 75 00 140 

tnxr WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE SIGHT FLIGHT 


Thomas 

Cook 


Lines open 9om-9pni Moit-Fri, 
10om-6pnt Sot-Sun 
ABTA F130*. ATCX026S 


rtstr 

Paris fieodar fS9 

Dufafti £68 

Amsterdam £76 
Sarcebta £128 
Athens £142 


CnMoto ray * flu* «l MMulBX. gufty she. «taduU IGghu. 
Boston £189 • Mexico £325 ■ Sng^n re 

las Angeles £259 j Delhi £356 \ HoChlkfinh 


Boston 

£189 

Mexico 

£325 ; 

Los Angeles 

£259 

DeM 

£356 [ 

MM 

£269 

Kuala Lumpur 088 i 

Hongkong 

£296 

Capetown 

£396 ; 

Vancouver 

019 

Bangkok 

099 1 


ad fC gta. nntr 

Singapore £424 

HoChlkfinh £469 

too de Janeiro £519 

Sydney £609 

Auddand £580 


AU FARES INCLUDE FIE-PAID TAX 


NEW YORK, stm FROM ONLY £185 i:jch:5:k6 

ACCOMMODATION =~C :.1 £ 1-1 PER NIGHT 


? EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6262. 0161 83U0t*8 iManchester) 
t EUSDSTAS: 0171 361 6143 

l ACCOMMODATION • CAR KIKE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 3E1 6160 

i U7Enstai Bred NWL St OUBnniptmlU$W7,UCoodp$<WL London. .. 

WMOH. HAHCHsm, basso#, urn. wnwrii orana caibiok Basra. mkwto* . STA TRAVEL 


•^>{> •: - 
r*<r. - : 


-4a I " I"3 


EES 


...... rr .;«T*. 


USA 

Canada 

I • laHof^Made Self-Drive (adages 
' • Any rity. state, detnawm 
■ Coadifatn 

Pop n and see ns today centrally 
located in PkodDly Gran 



ltWghSaaM.WanhHMito.GUM IBM I^IAG 

5 J»rartoS«rraUl«in<tai.W 1 Rei» i&RS lurrll 
•“ 4BI nutl OMMM2133 or OlTHaT «SB 

AN Urpvmh^Ki m * >p h > MIH» ItoxiN c lb n* fn*» torArulk 

Ur faros include pro-paid taros, locally paid taro* may apply. 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMERICA ' 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST | 

MIDDLE EAST AFRICA i 

THRIFTWAY 
Ai TRAVEL i| 
S0171- 490 1490 Si 

THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper Puohshoio ale 
regrets mat although every 
reasonable precaution * laJven. 
no leeptratoitiy Con toe 
accepted lor f»onta ancroc 
accom modal tor ottered 
through ifuce columns. or any 
toss oiiUrg thamlratn Readers 
are advised to take all 
necessary precautions Dolors 
emoting toto any travel 
arrangements. 



JOURNEY 
LATIN ’ s m[ 

AMERICA 

IDW COST RETURN HJOHTS FROM: 

RIO £410 

HAVANA £401 

UMA £410 

UEXlCOCnY £328 

Atoa ■aaonadtoOMto and Mepato 
MMaym - ufc fir ra ties mgnto 
16 B to M i sI Bs Ml CWsakltVftZHO 

Tel: 0181 -747 3108 

ML wtf RMIIU «MC«r XMOU MCUJD 6 D 


TttriCiScO '£.2#S rtii 

'-SIs'X 

c^r 

Yrr 1 ! 

. f ; 

C -**c Life j c r>\ TIT f><r 


For LLouSancLs 
o| Wed 4 offers 
call « s now on: 

0345 2221 1 1 

Book Ljj 

28tA Jon t* a rj 'R8 


Fjras are rerom from London 
and uibieci in ai ailab'lm and 
intorH pcriod>. Includes pre-paid ta»« 
ca tki at nrne of pout* to press. 

San Francisco - fate £ 243 - »a* £ 44 . 
Lisbon - fare CllS'tar LT 7 . 

Nicp. fare ClOS/Q. LIT. 

Milan - fare £i 39 'rar ti 6 
Car hire bavM on 3-6 dass rental 
For derails see ITV Teletevt pJSO. >our 
travel agent British Airvuvs Tiasel Shop 
or bi:«lt and pay at our <ecb sue 
•res briinh-ariwaytcom 
World Wfers —— — 

BRITISH AIRWAYS “* 

t The world's favourite airline 



LOW COST ABtBUtBWOfODHIE 


Awttnfan . tit Bbntll C79 

Ufa as m m 

BoHh £187 tor Tort - £117 

Haag fog £351 Onm .£02 
life? *4 Off Wnbl — Oil 
aadWIBC fflOH: 
Cdpry — £149 Damr— .£149 
GrraoHe 01 fanaanr - £lfl 




k * Top scheduled airlines. 

• Best stopover choice - 
Far East USA & more. 

• Itineraries tailored to your 
exact wishes. 

• Car Scampervan hire, 
air, rail & coach passes. 

Accommodation from 
budget to luxury. 


mir 



WH 

Monte 

S9BKHMHBSRH) 
£55 JUpne _ 

1 

_ £69 


— Of FretnaOn 

-US 

H*>a 

£79 Ifafaa 

-Of 

Mmi&r 

— £75 fawtt — £79 

Caere . 

— £145 Ufak*h£IW 

Snbfa — £149 Ortudo_ 

■aaBaBaiaaiaM 

.£159 

mm 


OFFICIALLY APPOINTm^ OWWM AGENT 

OPEM7DAVS 12 High street Alton, Hants, GU341BN I 

Z&tr or teRr’. 

sot to 5pm 373-375 The Strand, London WQR OJF SUsUbtaIs 
MS?to4 5 |Q fax: 01420-82133 or 0171-497 2923 
Alt fares subject to availability. Restrictions apply, ask for details. 

Air fares include p re-paid taxes, locally paid taxes may apply. 


For Ni yoar IBV C06T SCWMIia 
& CHARTER <l|kts 
pfu»OCar WraO Airport HotfJs 
m Airport Pariang O InmmncB 

CAU NOV FOR DETAILS OF 
HUNDREDS MORE BAflCAiNS 

0990143301 

■oammua htuu ntouii 
ManrcMunawn 


Overseas Travel 




A number of delightful ways to discover the real France. 








01242 

240 310 


vFB Heiidavs Lid 'INO 

Cnfivrhjm GLTil JPB 
hnp ■•ysM'ti vtbholp co uh 
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EUROPE V 
CAR FROM £150 
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Th e Best Value 

I /rV rji ll Mdlatlej; 

IVtl V imi VI 1 -H oni£5; '• 

UatlJjUrt i 

Tel: 0 181 395 


Mmm 


Overseas Travel 


Easy, direct aveffllsbt saHktgs at prices that leave extra spendtae 
money In yoor pochet. Call oor broehuraDne. Ref 7BS24. 

■? '3: "7 ^Scandinavian 

-• ^ -a - - Mm SEAWAYS 


OUT NOW - 
3 Awiid winnmir Winter 97/9S 
fc Summer 1998 Brochure 


Airport Parking 


HEATHROW C4.85 per day- Free 
prakkig aftar 14 days. Max chaige 
ESQ 20 up lo 100 days Secure 
Partdng OTBt B13 8130 


r SPAIN 1 


H>fl7dqsD^| 

ftw tHlumaaa 

rciSHiBShsiirty- 


However many ttnes you 

hOp aCVOSS toEurape 

you’re cowered with our 


From ■ ; — a 

h=. year 


i ' Insurance 

To enrol, call t’etween 8am .. . Services 

and Spm Monday lo Friday 

quoting reference INBQJ. 0800 700 737 

'•■••.rl • • • . m* rr- _ _ , • 

»■* * ««• .'.to* JZr* J . * » 


Germany 


Bruges 

City Breaks 

Quality holiday parks in 
Holland and the EHadi Forest 
and MoseJ repons of 
Germany. All with a range of 
l ei sure Fadioes - mosr with 
indoor pools. Or diseover 
beautiful Bruges in BeJgfum 
from one of our comfortable, 
city centre apartments 

Phone 01502 502 605 
Quote A3F3A 


«> wr«e tant 
Dn« A 3 S 16 . Lowme. 
iv*o» WJ2 aw 



0170o 328a 15 
0990 171819 


e89 


fiUSTRIfi 


No need to compromise 


ITfILY 


PfiRIS 


fiMSTERDfiM 
PfiRIS & BRUSSELS 





TIMESCfiPE. 


JORDON. EGYPT. ISRAEL, SYRIA, 
fegormade Unerarles. Can DestJ- 
nedon Red SeaonOIBI 4409900 
ABTA VD122ATOL 3651. 



&/ unique view 

ofrunziFrance 
fitmtabkyde 
QuaBty acainmodadoH 
Mpais to Remember: 




: . 1&&- 







SAVE MONEY 
-BOOK DIRECT! 
2,000 PRIVATE 
OWNERS ADVERTISE 

Cheroaux * VBas 5 Fami Houses, 

many wWi pools 

* CMBWs • Box** * Apawnent9 
* Ferity Hotels * Mobfls Homes 
. Bed 4 Breakfasts * CMy Bwaks 
AU reports of France. 

Free 31B PD Ctfeut Brochure 

Tel: 01484 682503 

hnrrjytoww.tJragnoua.enm 


UNIQSTE OJRRENO E\CR\ NGE OFFER: FF 10 =£i GU ARANTEED! 
a, BOOK EARLY AND save 20 % ON MANY OTHER HOUDAYS- 
• Choose from more than HtX> Hohd.iv Homes including countiy 

Nfc -mu MiiiiW ; cotuiges. seaside aparimems. luxury chateaux. Spanish casas and much 
r-4 l\^|y • much nioa »n the best regions of Holiday France and Spain. 


PER WEEK 

‘THATS FOR 4 PEOPLE! 


France Travel Advertising 
also appears on page 8 


brochures 0990 143 537 reservations & information 0990 360 360 ; 

NT. SokuI a nduions .tpplv »-■ r.irlv twlrinc .m l whw .«Krr> .inJ mv n.n apply to all holiday. See brochure for details. j 



Look closely. 

There are no hidden extras in 
the price of our return flights. 

AMSTERDAM ^£68™ FRANKFURT fi™nn29rtn 
BERGEN frwn£199rtn GLASGOW* ffwnf69rtn 
BRUSSELS troaiC79rtn NICT fram£129itn 

COLOGNE from £104 ret OSLO frtmCISSnn 

COPENHAGEN fioftt£142rtn PALMA from n 23 re, 
DRESDEN frt»£219rtn PARIS frttm£68re, 

DUBLIN front E79rtn PRAGUE framD49rtn 
EDINBURGH* from £63 ra, ZURICH from£129re, 
Beturn IfijM prices from London Heathrow, inducting taxes. 

Other fares are ii» avalfadfe from East Midlands, 

Leeds Bradford. Tecssde. Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast and Dublin. 

Contact your local travel agent or tall for details on 

0345 554554 

at book on the Internet hltp^/wwaciflybritishniidiantLcocn 

ESfa British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


M m vkcieo dam mid fligta. Sgh}nT To raoMtfr 

tnrxi Traamtwjr a l^raata, rann t»y ^ ixiute ^ la] JfvM 

Iwduiigr rate m*y varyl * 14 My! atfrsnre hwivig irflMOI f* BctttoL 

£ 4 thoqfi and Oangow « Kwrwal pace m«L Cjtj nmisra 
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48 hours 
in the life of 


rb 


y*, : rtf*' 

pw 


For a short cut to the soul of 
the city, Liz Nash offers a guide. 


Why go now? 

Because the young Madrilenos who in- 
ject the city with their vibrant energy art 
back from their New Year skiing breaks 
and extended family reunions, eager to 
go out and have fun. And the tourist in- 
vasion that immobilises streets, bars and 
museums won't kick in till Easter; the 
winter sun spears through your eyelids 
into your heart, you get 240 pesetas to 
the pound - and (be sales are on. 


Beam down 

British Airways (0345 2221 1 1) and Iberia 
(0171-830 1711) have been engaged in 
a low-attrition fares war on the London- 
Mad rid run for several years. Fares are 
currently around £120. You may be 
able to find lower prices from Luton on 
Debonair (0500 146200). From other 
parts of the UK. the best deals may be 
with KLM via Amsterdam- through dis- 
count agents for around £125. 


scrapers and redeemed by an engaging 
monument to Cervantes with a bronze 
statue of Don Quixote and Sanebo Rmza 
at his feet. Stride past glitzy Art Deco 
movie palaces with their vast, hand- 
painted film posters; negotiate street ven- 
dors, lottery sellers, kids scoffing roast 
c hff c t t P lts i dive into doll shops and book- 
shops; pass the Telefonica building where 
journos filed -and were censored - in the 

Civil Whn and proceed to the posh end, 

dominated by fin-de-siecle buildings, in- 
cluding the newly restored Metropolis 
(1905), and the Circulo de Bellas Artes. 
Main* for the Cibeles fountain, emblem 
of the city, invaded by football fans when 
Real Madrid win. Opposite is the Cen- 
tral Post Office, whose wedding-cake 
grandeur evokes an era when Spain had 
an empire to run. by mail. 


Torre del Orb, a gash ofAndaluaa on 
the Plaza Mayor, for a chilled Manti 
coffee-cup-sized tapa of paella. Or,": if 
gory bullfight videos are 
taste, head for Chicote, th&j&ity* 
smartest cocktail Tmt, at Gran Vis 12. 
This is an austere haven of steel and 
leather Art Deco curves, unchanged 
since the Thirties. Occu^craeoftheside/ 
benches, sip the best mojito in town and. 
savour the hush. 


F** 1 

5 S 3 : 


13 ® 

1 V.'*V 
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Get your bearings 
The airport bus leaves every 15 minutes 
and takes 45 minutes to get to the cen- 
tral Plaza Colon. The underground bus 
terminal connects with the cube, where 
you can ask for a public transport map. 


Check in 

Book ahead at the Monaco (522 4630), 
a former brothel, famed for its opulent 
bedrooms and easy-going decadence, in 
the lively gay quarter, Chueca. More 
mainstream is the Suecia (531 6900), 
amazingly quiet for such a central spoL 
The five-star Palace (429 1302). oppo- 
site the Parliament, dazzles with beile- 
epoque glory after months of being 
shrouded in scaffolding. Expensive, at 
up to £200 a head, but unmissable if only 
for a drink in the chandeliered lounge. 
The warm-hearted Pension La Coruna 
(429 2543), a snip at £10 per head, has 
beautiful views over the Retiro park. 


Lunch on the run 

Spaniards like to lunch long and late. But 
fora brisk midday riiomp-and-go, try La 
Toscana (Ventura de la Vega 22) in the 
heart of bar territory between Plaza Ana 
and Sol. Get there early fie before 
2pm) and you may be seated without hav- 
ing to queue. Specialities are the tom- 
ato, tuna and onion salad, and roast veal 
and chips sw imming in luscious meat 
juice. Non-meat-eaters enjoy deep-fried 
squid, or scrambled egg with mushrooms 
and little eels. With frothy beer on tap, 
or a jug of house red, it is difficult to pay 
more than £10 a head. 


Dining late- •’ " 

Madrid may be 300km from tfie.sea but 
it has the best and freshest fish in Spiin, 
possibly Europe. And the restaurant for 
unadorned fishy delight is La Camera 
(Lagasca 60), run since the Fifties by 
cheery Miguel Garda, whose grandfather 
used to bring fish to the capital In his ice- 
covered donkey cart. The warren pffittfe 
rooms with wooden benches and tables 
gives a casual “ahoy lads” feel toadassy, 
operation. . 





Sunday morning: go to church.; 
Madrid's churches are mostly heavy, 
depressing places but an exception is El 
Basth'co de San Miguel, just off the Phffl 
de Cordon, a sweet, rococo confection 
bnilt during the rule of the Habsbtugs^ 
that could have been plucked from a side 
street of old Vienna. Creamy cherubs 
an d gilded curlicues make you smile, and ■ 
the surrounding cobbled hilly lanes 
show a gentler side to this roaring city. 


% 


THE INDEPENDENT 

We’ve got you 0 4 A 
covered from just dt^TU 


At the feet of the 
master: beneath the 
memorial to Miguel de 
Cervantes in the Plaza 
de Espana, is an 
endearing statue of his 
most famous creations 
- Don Quixote and 
Sane ho Panza 
Photograph: Pictures 
Colour Library Ltd 


Take a ride 

Madrid has few architectural gems and 
traffic is impossible, so forget the coach 
Lour and take the Teteferioo, or cable car, 
from the Parque del Oeste. Soar over the 
city and watch trees, the motorway ring 
road and the feeble Manzanares river fall 
away beneath you until you arrive in the 
sprawling Casa de Campo park. Cock 
the stunning city skyline and after a swift 
turn about the scrubby Casa de Campo 
- a wretched, creepy place in my opin- 
ion - take a return ride. Off season you’re 
likely to get a cabin to yourself, so if the 
company is right, have a 10-minute 
cuddle suspended in that magnificent sky. 


Cultural afternoon 
Don't miss the Prado which, even amid 
disruptive renovations, still offers the 
finest collection of Goya, Velazquez and 
El Greco you are ever likely to see. The 
newly opened top floor contains a rot- 
unda in semi-darkness with a fine col- 
lection of Goya drawings illustrating 
witchcraft, ignorance and superstition. 
Being fragile, they are on show for only 
a few months each year. Across the road 
is Rafael Moneo’s Tbyssen Bomemisza 
museum, jammed with dazzling stuff, par- 
ticularly 19th-century European and 
20th-century American art. Canova's 
masterpiece The Three Graces, on loan 
from the V&A, is on show in the foyer 
until 22 February. 


Bracing brunch 

Squeeze in sideways to Diaz y Larrouy, 
Cava Baja 6, a Basque delicatessen and 
bar that serves sturdy rioja wine in 
squat tumblers, and a fierce, sloppy 
cheese called torn de casal with wedges: 
of good, salty bread. Spicy chorizo 
sausage, and smoked salmon canap6s wffl. 
set you up for the day - or at least un- 
til siesta-time. By Sunday lunch time 
bargain-hunters pile in from the near- 
by Rastro street market 


Window shopping 

Shoes are the thing: cheap, elegant and 
everywhere. Luruena, Serrano 54. just by 
Marks & Spencer, is loafer heaven. For 
clothes, try any branch of the fashion . 
chain Zara, which knocks off the hottest 
designs in the blink of an eye at half the 
price of Britain's high-street equiva- 
lents. Vinson, a cutting-edge Barcelona 
emporium of every designer object you 
can imagine, has opened in a matt blade, 
laid-back warehouse in Castello 18. 


A walk in the park 

The Retiro, once the monarchs’ private 
garden, is a vast, leafy space in theheart 
of the city. Ifs a bit nippy just now for 
a boatride on the lake, or to linger with 
the fortune tellers, the buskers or the 
open-air chess enthusiasts, so tramp on 
and admire the statues, the rose garden 
and the lovely trees. 
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Take a hike 

... down the Gran Via, once Europe's 
sassiest boulevard and still the throbbing 
artery of the city. Start at the Plaza de Es- 
pana, ringed by pompous Forties sky- 


An aperitif 

This is Spain’s favourite art form, cel- 
ebrated with enthusiastic fervour be- 
tween 12 noon and 2pm and between 
7pm and 9pm. Try the raucous and kitsch 


Icing on the cake ' 

The coolest souvenir is an oilcloth table- 
cloth of a post-franco map of Spain with 
its 17 autonomous regions dearly delin- 
eated. Available from Galean, an or- 
thopaedic and exercise goods supplier on 
Carre tas 31. Don’t hang about, though: 
this is a well-known prostitutes' comer. 
Before taking the airport bus for your 
fli ght home, have a coffee in Gjjon, Paseo 
de Recoletos 21, a traditional marble-and- 
mahogany coffee-house, where elderly 
gents still hold forth in their discussions 
or tertutias . , as they did a century ago. ‘ 
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Cornoetotre RaXcs - Holiday Cdeer Onh: 
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■o-M Comoefltite Ratw - Holiday & Bnthw ^ CwtrOntr. 

V. Individual corer Europe £8625- 

■Mwide Worldwide £121.75. 


We’ve been having fun all winter long, 
checking the answers to our New Year 
competition. The questions were all 
related to the Beach Boys, and many of 
you achieved excellent scores - aided by 
the festive wild card, which allowed one 
answer to be “God Only Knows". 

The tic-break was to nominate the 
best beach that the Boys never 
broached. The suggestions girdled the 
globe: here are the finalists. 


which the Boys never broached as Brian 
Wilson couldn't stand competition from 
Manchester as well as Liverpool " -ND 
Michaelson, Knebworth, Hertfordshire 


Copacabana, Lake Titicaca, Bolivia: 
“Scarcely a wave or person, cold beer in 
pale sun by old carousel” - L Hamilton, 
London 


Ireland 

Lu/€ a different life 


SEND TO: Independent Annual Holiday insurance Offer. I 

FREEPOST, General Accident, Glasgow G64 1BR. I 

□ nnwtidiDnbcitf you do ran wwitq rats IMraoBsrs tom laupendOTl or from compMas | 
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Great Yarmouth Pleasure Beach: 

“where Norfolk Broads make fast to 
their Buoys at night" - 5/enrn Btoh7j. 
Beckenham, Kent 


Brighton, East Sussex: “They wanted 
to catch a wave, not a cold” - Michael 
Langham, London 


Leigh-on-Sea, Essex: “Tide's out, 
mud's up. surfing here won't be 
especially entertaining" - Ralph Conroy, 
Lcigh-on-Sea 


Manchester, Massachusetts: “The 
‘singing beach' (it does exist, honest). 


All these people receive copies of Lonely 
Planet’s US Phrasebook. The second 
prize, of a neat pair of eye shades, goes 
to L Hamilton's lyrical suggestion; and this 
year’s overall champion, waning an in- 
flatable beach bed, is Michael I a nghnm 
for his suggestion of Brighton. 

Thank you all for entering - and watch 
this space in December for our next geo- 
musical quiz. 
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HOLIDAYS ’98 

Ireland’s tourist boards, north and 
south, have got together to create some 
unforgettable breaks and holidays 
this year. From B&B’s to castles, from 
long weekends to weeks on end, you’ll 
find Ireland's world famous welcome is 
now warmer than ever. For our full 
colour brochures, call us free on 


0800 55 55 98 . 

htip-J/ireUncLcraveMe 




Moghuls & Maharajahs 


visiting Agra (for the Taj Mahal) with optional visits to FatehpurSikri. Jaipur, Sikandra. Delhi & Kathmandu 
ive resumed our flight series direct from London to the Taj Mahal DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

e to see and also to relax and esolora other lromi3y5.00 1997 February' 1«. -4- £39?* 


W e have resumed our flight series direct from 
London Catwick to Agraand theTaj Mahal and in the 
process permitting the traveller tosec that which he 
has come to see and also to relax and explore other 
partsof Rajasthan at an easy pace and ata time when 
the weather is at its most pleasant 

Our arrangement includes the international 
flights to and from Agra, visits to the Taj Mahal and 
Red Fort seven nightsaecommodationat either the 
3-star Agra Clarks Shiraz hotel or alternatively at 
the4 : starMugha! Sheratonata modestsupplement 
A variety ot optional visits to Jaipur. FatehpurSikri. 
Sikandra. Delhi and Kathmandu are available. Al- 
ternatively you may elect to just relax anil enjoy the 
facilities of your chosen hotel. 

See the T^j Mahal set in formal gardens on the 
River Jumna, which was begun in 1630 by the 
Emperor Shah Jahan for his favourite wife, Mumtaz 
Mahal. The building is of white marble and has 
pietra-dura inlay work of extraordinary delicacy. 
Later continue to the Red Fort, a complete Moghul 
city in itself, built by Akharand enclosed by turrtfed. 
red sandstone walls and see its many courtyards and 
marble halls. 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

Tuesdays -per person in a twin 
1997 February 17. 24 -£393* 

March3. HI. 17.24.31 -£395* 

Single Supplemental 6S 

Mughal Sheraton Suppl:T«.in:£79 - Single: £269 


■ this speed overprice KmhrMibN* Inr Un-lint 2V tookims 
UkmloreachalthcihiBahnvhduTenJan 17 F<J»T, 1 W&. 
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i nsurance. AMprto an subject to chanfEc md oof nml 


0171-6161000 


Cy : s. a* , 

; ■. * ■; -"a ire.y- 


VOYAGESJULESVERT-JE 
2 1 Ojrse! Squcre. London NW 1 

Travel I’l.Rixm.vmU J iVKHVIwil AmLWQB 
Internet bttp^Annf.yjv xo.uk 

Our 1 tor le Jeptu irw r e« rvu Uun> wttUays 

Sam k, Spin and M ! weekends 'Jjm^ 5pm. For personal 
alkr«. uur r4t\r tkjun jrfCiam ui Spin wee kdavsonh. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Special Interest Holidays 


ESCAPE MOW! 

rnoka lha dream a raaOiy 

ra AFRICA A 

^ me AMERICAS 

jjgjjf ^5SS&4£5S«* 

^ ^ ‘ ' FREt BROCHURE 

m 1370 6845 

www.«ncouittor.eg.u 1 i 


Okavango 
fOURS 8. SAFARIS 


Simply tbs best for 
tailored holidays In: 

BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBIA & 
ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See oar website 
WtptmnMluveMftMa 

S Gadd House. -4p>J 
Arcadia Avenue. 

London N3 jTJ 


Special Interest 
Travel 

also appears on 
page 4. 




Activity Holidays 


: team to Dinghy 
soil or Windsun 

Villa Hotilla/fbtilla 

RYA courses 
catering for 
beginners fo 
experts 

Mountain biking 
holidays 

Caribbean sailing 
from only £579 



Cycling Holidays 
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Cyprus 



yill* md uihgr tonr* 
mnnliicp 

PECTALTST 

> 

VPRUS 

M»m h»c t pm ac port 
dlturcsr-jr inducted. 
Plus tod\. fli-driro. owned 
■Oiirv. mni-ctUDo. diirnj* 

81-847 4748 
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aM SiUat 


Azores 



Etf» araM&cca ufc. ideal fin 
lAcnwd npben 

HE AZORESl 

Vadn. parcel hriekims 

mid' Adame ndapcbgo 

•fc» toumu 

l*d. «kde-mci<mc tAotf. 
isto-ntod mn 

Chihfc^iaBHtaihmr.aLito I 

81-847 4748 
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Greece 




ichUNSPOILT 
REEK ISLAND 


UPSHhe wider shoras rt QBaoe. 

UhspoB. Remote, towyouei 
unoowded beactab. Uraquo- 
TLOS Hvrato, Bwved, senna. 

The Bond where frnaonfc s» 

KMSnMNOS The Sponge Raters 
island. Van IriendK neryCraok 
LBWJS Genfc reding Mb. 

Sec&Jded hays, sporung sees. 

SYMi Undiscovered, unspoilt. 

Ibbetevaty Deautdul - fer lovos. 
it's B b wr Hoxtagi* hope«t Wodmn Good food. E*cetteru Beeches. 

TRAOrmNUL VtUAS ft APARTMENTS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING 

01629824881 

24kr Bnchne See 


HALKI Deoover the mageal efurm 
ol a totaly unspodt tatand. Fnenoy 
people and a beevobJ natJcumae. 
ALON1SSOS idyllic harbours do 
setting. Curel secluded beaches. 

EweUent waterfront tovernas. 
SPETSES Pine cldd secluded 
bays, azure seas. CosmoptUItan. 
WatersDortsralotBiSvefynrqmHa 
SKOPELOSPicturesaue harbour- 
side town Scenic wpodad Interior 


USKARiNAjS 



Avoid the 

qinKi) holidi) * to Icvscij 
known tiw. 


C I A L 1ST 
E EC E 


{arlaJla^Aira n 

htirmnM if/nMi. 

flnMrtutthnd Eh Dntn. 

ru/mits 
Z*lh*£ a*/ 

81-847-4748 
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TOTHS A 

■REAL. 

'GREEC 

NEW DESTINATIONS 
• Corfu - Knssiopi. Kahmi, 

Smk Sufimot, /damnum 
• Elmmde an Crwtr 
■ Iferiflifaw an Zn kyn tb t u 
Mi gu travel to our troiauial 
I «obw en Btiodee. HoM. iwwoe. / 
Porga Lefteado ond Za»untho« | 
DM con now orange patrahig 
hoBdqge in Lnevo s end Hem I 

MUng tMUdoge off Leffeoda j* 

DM rooansc weddngs tn 
Ltkioe. Our hsOtonal vtt 
Baprawemearaanty 
a pnone ead owag 



[Greek Islands Gub 

| Villa holidays for 
'chose who want to 
escape the crowds in 
style and comfet. 
ruh . inuoi • Cemmcma 

' ZMOKiaos • Game ■ brat* 

. StumM ■ Sumuk - Alomebos 
-K ora brddtmc telephone: 

01932 220477 

bnp^/wvmuvetLC0jak/vHla>/ 
AST* VJ’-'I »T0>L Ml A'TO 


'SKUTHOS, PeBon, StopekM. 
•: Akrateeae. MytMnos. Parw. 
. Aadpsos A SartorinL Superb vtt- 
- In, aptsft hoteto. moat with «*• 
rtewa. Expert ft Werafly aarvfce 
; tram SUaB«» Thwei Lbt «w* ■" 
our 300l yt 0161 940 5157 AJTO 
ATDL 1680. 

CRETE. SKUTHOS, SKDPEU5&- 
. PonwnaUaad VMa HofldayS- 
Bnxh: 0TB8E B77938 ATOl 3*?® 
MAIKLAKD GREECE is reeBy tneg- 
uiflewM - kwely beec/rtS, m«m- 
' talna. forests to mplorti. A WfoB 
choice of cwnfortaMepri'rtB'vft- 
tas, cottages and hooks m our 
maBnfltcertnowbrochwr®- voy- 
•ges Itana 0800 783 9025 
AttaMoL 
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Paxes, Corlta. Lefts*. MeganbA 
bbacs. Crphatanta. Zskyndwa 
guteej vmdaUy GmtboUJajx 

«m?r fiaa the matnamm. 
Privau vfflm wtdipoeb. toll 
and coaagcM bt banaifiJ mpaHt 
loanitnubythettaand inland. 

01819959323 

JBTIYIU: 1T0LIK2 UTO 


V<‘lr 


hcspHaBtj. Country conga. 
vMnswi&poob, tpmlby 
apartmaaximdfimUy-nm 
hauls in mapoih loctoumt. Pbu 
flaOU'Wamkrbm’hMdays 

0181 995 9323 

nraviHT atulioj atto 


CRETE. Carefully setoctsd small 
tsmBy-run accom. In W. Crete. Ttrs 
by tanVoer Inc. Guided wafts (Apr 
+ ocO + Wormed art + arcTwok 
ogy [tlsy-Sapl) ATOL 4597. 


GRECOF1LE I F1LOXENIA Escape 
Packages: mainland ft Unusual 
Islands, villas, l/drfve. hotels, 
tours- Call us And ATOL AJTO 
0T42237S8S0 

PURE CRETE recommended bi 
The Independent On Sunday. 
Breathtaking views ft empty 
beeches. Pure Crete. For 
brochure calk 0181 780 0879 
ATOL AJTO. 

A QUIETER OPTION » Paacos, 
Lottes. Zakynthos. Koialonla. 
Parya, Stoupa and Greta. A qual- 
ity seMcHon ol private vites. 
beachalda apart ft small hoMa. 
For aur 1998 btMhum caB 0171 
233 5233 Greek Options ATOL j 
4245. 

LEFKAOA svar Inspiring Ionian 
Wand- We are a small operator, ' 
ottering only ihe highest quality. 
mcJuarvO sccommodiBion. From 
Luxury VBas with pools to watar- 

front apartments. TMo Travel 
mdustry Awards 1987. Bruch tak 
01680765000. ABTA AfTO ATOL 

UA1NLAND GREECE -ZAGORIA. 

44stone-bufli,irerftfe»ialvdla0e«t , 
UounUdns. ravines, wuterfalla ■ 
wiki tewwra everywhere. Stay in 
Md winning ftereaf bs». Fly- 1 

drivas, wrttt^/trakMng, photofl- 
raphy, parting and Alenander 
SSSiquaBmohuretebtHSW 
765000- ABTA, ATTO, ATOL. 


BEST FLIGHT DEALS 


With over 22 leading scheduled airlines 
in Economy, Business or First Class 

ECONOMY FROM 

Bangkok 

Singapore 

Bali 

Kuala Lumpur £3(80 

Bombay 

Hong Kong i 


BEST HOLIDAYS 


The beauty of the Far East I 
[ is the affordability of 
superior and deluxe hotels. I 


MALAYSIA 

£547„£sax 


THAILAND 

£463. 


■ At Travelbag we are 
renowned for securing the 
best deals with hotel chains 
such as Hyatt, Hilton, 

Marriott Shangri-La. 

Other options indude: Adventures, river trips, 
overland journeys, exotic heath locations. 


MULTI-DESTINATIONS 


Our speciality Is nxiltHteti nation trips, blendina dties, touts 
and beaches. Including nights, accommodation & day lours. 
London > Hong Kong >■ Singapore > 

Bangkok ► London (fights from £603 

London > Vietnam >» Malaysia ► 

London flights from £631 

and many moreHl Call now for our Brochure 


vUT|tn«ilnrulc^ 4§ T)»al tSV CATHAV RuCIFIC KLM 

T3SSS% 4£ntala^ ai ^£ 

IRA/DfiAS 


£1 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 


MTunre 12 Hfapi Street, Alton. ito«,GU34 IBM 

BMSmmllpn g, 

wiillwtoll 52 Rrgtnt Stnw. London. 1V1R 6DX 

uvwiMtol FAX: 01420-82133 aw 0171407 4522 1 

M fUM tubiKX In JwUhUlty. RotNcOom repiy to lor dvuto. 

Air teinf induda pre-pjid tn—». locally p*ld taowmky apply I 


Canada 


A new adventure every day. 


FOR A FREE 
HOLIDAY 
BROCHURE 
CALL 

0800 

850670 


Ontario’* -wtbcftv on 
btqn/Avww. 
QMMlo-o undM o n L 


meaning 'The Land 
of Shlnmg Waters'- 
Hardly surprising, 
considering its 
400.000 lakes. 

Only 7 l /i hours 
away every day. all 
year round with 
Air Canada - 
which operates 
more non-stop flights 
from the UK than any other carrier - 
Ontario is the ideal fly/drive Canadian 
destination with easy access to the 
beautiful forests, the spectacular 
shoreline and the magnificent canyons 
of the north. .r> 

Toronto has lots to 

offer, including ^ Z ... :: r- -. 

SST5 L Ontasuo 

more chic CANADA 

boutiques than you could shake a credit 

card at. while Ottawa. Canada’s capital, 
not only has 13 museums and galleries 
but thrilling Whitewater rafting nearby 
on the Ortawa River. Outdoor lovers 
will discover the Muskoka Lake District 
and canoeing in Algonquin Park, not 
forgetting simply superb fishing m 
Northern Ontario. 

Oh, and there’s also Niagara Falls. 
■With all this - and more Than 
$2 Canadian to the pound - why wait 
any longer? 


Canada 

Discover our true Nature. 


Italy 


ITALIAN 

LIFE 


THE WIDEST RANGE Of VILLAS 


cany - U.'WSRtA - VEN ETO 

lazio • stair 

24 HOUR c'ROCHUR^UNE •'•."C: 

0113 1050 105 


Spain 


$5r;Vi‘rf 

i t ~'S’r 




Paradores, Pousadas. Country houses i hotels m 
■undtecowered' Spain. Ponugal and Madeira. 
Gtybreaks, Rydrive, Coach tous & tailor-made options. 
NEW: FASCINATING RURAL CAVE HOTELS 




7/TRAVEL 

OVERSEAS, UK 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
17 JANUARY 1998 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



TakeOff 


TakeOff 




OPEN 7 DAYS 


10 Richmond Roccj, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HL 


mam i m i o 


WORLDWIDE RIGHTS,, 

SYDNEY togBtoj. £634 J 

BRISBANE ESfe® 


AUSSIE SPECIAL 

to Sydney, 
Melbourne or 
Brisbane 


HONG KONG £348 I £713 with 


pekthM 

AUCKLAND 


BANGKOK 


£635 


£399 ■< 


deihiM 

SINGAPORE 


§372 j virgin atlantlc# 1 
&ANSETT ! 

for departures: 


DUBAI 


NAIROBI 


£315 * 

£295 

£381 1 12 Jan - 14 Jun 98 


JCygURG _ . 

m on fugbt Mice naou mi mid jurpokt uues 

0181 547 3322 

ABTA A«25A ATOL IATA 




DSA 8 CANADA 

BOSTON tom too. Eft 7 


fOR A rffff 
ropy OF ANY 
OF OUR 
BROCHURES I 
CAll US ! 
NOV / 

ON 


BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0181 546 4545 



Wi TTj 


1*T YM 


liiil 


B4I Vf 

t B^ywTrr 

i ^ - v 

■v/Tb 

N STRAN CISCO 

i s i « 2 


54 l/J 


l i lil i 

Evvr -H 

lilfl 1 

j;. l>"< f •/ rfisis 

lilil l 


USA* CANADA 

0181 546 6000 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 


JETLINE 


=11 FLIGHTS EATS 


★Nrwyort 

Ami £204 

★Boson 

to £210 

★Baton ore 

Am £221 

★WasWrarion 

fan £221 

★TWladdphta 

to. £221 

* Mia mi 

how £241 

★Oriamki 

ton £249 

♦Chicaqo 

ton £256 


how £256 

★Seattle 

ton £271 

★Los Anqdes 

ton £276 

★San Franrisco 

ton £294 


Fran El 74 


'Montreal 


from £276 


* Vawmrwr Inn £294 


*+ SPEC? AL OFFER-, -r* 

TORONTO £174 


Si’S IS ..-..Vico USA . 1 -- r-£:40 


u aim i ■ ■ i 


I McatoFr— tSB Ostaman O® 

Mtopn rag Mitn Fr cea 

Fam -ge Ors«c»rtaimJB9 

Geneva EB9 

UMv Cl 29 

Eii ar-™ 

I klBJWBSlwCWUWEei 

ABTA UaABEHSFOmo YEARS 

lEULiuan Jcnjcn rtiosa 


0990 239904 


m eclip@e 


v.0990 329 326 


Lines Open: Mon-Fn Bam-Bpm, Sal 9am-5pm, Sun 10am-5pm. I 
Alfn»tovavBrtinilte&»^(Dmhiai>mtiwUciBprntoin 

RKiawwteMmBHteaiiA. WXViSB «DL1» WJ, 


w 


icronto £164 
Montreal £224 
Ottawa £234 

Halifax £234 

Vancouver £234 
Winnipeg £252 
Calgary £294 
Edmonton £234 


specials 


ANNUAL 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
FROM £46. 

j fro® Jmt ft4S, mtxt tin 
cjttnai trmt ftr the tot * 
folk aalmilWl tip cowt 
Other paDrits aaMfc - CM 
far ibtsis. Far tro rt un imbr * 
85 jars mb. 


General Accident 
Direct 





r 0171 385 440CT 

.01 61 832 4000. 


0800 121 007 
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Qantas introduces 
the 2-Stop Ticket, 


E.g. London - Bangkok - Sydney - 
Singapore - London 

With a Qantas Two-Stop ticket you can fly to 
Australia via one destination in Asia and then 
return to London via a second. Choose from 
seven different Asian destinations or you can 
fly to Auckland via Los Angeles. All fares are 
valid on Qantas and British Airways flights. 

For further details call 0345 747 300. 

* Indudes all passenger taxes on this route. 

Valid I6/4/9B - 30/6/98. See your travel agent 
or oil Qantas telesales for Information on other 
seasonal prices. All fares subject to availability. 


na? srmre-f n/smu* 


Qantas 
introduces 
the 3 -Stop 
Ticket, 
£844* 

E.g. London - Bangkok - Sydney 
- Cairns - Singapore - London 

With a Qantas Discovery Ticket you 
can fly to Australia or New Zealand via 
two different destinations in Asia, South 
Africa, North America and die South 
Pacific You can also get an extra stop- 
over at either Cairns or Perth. All fares 
are valid on Qantas and British Airways 
flights. For full details call 0345 747 300. 


* Includes all passenger taxes on this route. 

Valid 16/4/98 - 30/6/98. See your travel agent 
or call Qantas telesales for information on other 
seasonal prices. All fares subject to availability. 


77JF Sfvur or AUSTRALIA 



Qantas 
introduces 
the 6-Stop 
Ticket, 
£1053* 

E.g. London - Bangkok - 
Singapore - Cairns -Auckland - 
Fiji - New York+ - London 

With a Qantas Global Explorer Ticket 
you can fly to Australia or New Zealand 
via six different destinations in Asia, 
South Africa. North America, the South 
Pacific and Australia. All feres are valid 
on Qantas and British Airways flights. 

For more details call 0345 747 300. 


* Indudes all passenger taxes on this route. 

Valid \6/4/9B - 30/6/98. See your travel agent 
or call Qantas telesales for Information on other 
seasonal prices. All fares subject to avaifabiOty. 
+fijf - New York operates via Los Angeles. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

SATURDAY 

17 JANUARY 1498 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


8/ TRAVEL 

OVERSEAS 




FAX: 0171 2« 250S : . 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


Portugal 



FROM THE ALPS TO SAMOS TO S. AFRICA 

...and hundreds of other places are featured in our 1998 ‘Handbook of Real 
Holidays’. Come to the hills and mountains, the beautiful and interesting places of 
Europe and beyond, walk, explore, sightsee or trek. Our small escorted parties are 
graded to illustrate their ease or challenge, forget the maps and the holiday 
planning, choose from 149 different holidays, 2000 departures, and literally follow 
the leader ....thousands do every year and return again and again, so don't waste 
your holiday when you could join one of our REAL HOLIDAYS. 

Minimum age 16. Call us for a brochure: 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS, BOX 43, WELWYN GARDEN, AL8 6PQ 
Tel: 01 707 331133 Fax: 01707 333276 

Established 1946 E-mail: ramhols@dlal.pipex.com 


FREE 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 
AT LUNN POLY 

Free insarasce with any manner ’98 overseas 
holiday costing £299* or more per person. 
For details ask at any Unn Poly Holiday 
Shop or call ns on fi? 0990 81 II 


Appin to sumra "98 owwaoas hoMoya "Mi a dmOon a) up to 17 days Oftfy. 
*C399 or more par perron on tong hem riottcbiys. Ollor cerooi ba canOfciM Mti 
any o8w premotionN ofttr or SacouTL apptsd w now tndknga only and a 
subfoci M tUn*> opan Mn-Fri 94 30. Sa 9-S. A1 cab tftaigad af 

atavMiti nalkm cal rata RJ Quote avaSaMo in 


Join us for a walk through some of 

America's most breathtaking scenery. 

The Grand Canyon, Monument Vafey, Bry» Canym, 
E Arches S'lbsemte are among the heights on 
Je ID ihese teburaty tours. A gentle stroD or a more 
1*4 p chaitenging hike, the choice is yours. 

\l 12 days from £1,195. Call tor a brochure 


France 



...n-i'crct'cr rfh' t.'Kus v 


Continental Campsite Holidays 


Balearics 

VINTAGE SPAIN: MMIorcan & 
Uonorcan farmhousas wffli pools 
In unspoNt areas, now coast. 
01954 261 431. AITOATOt. 2787 

| Corsica | 

[CORSICA SARDINIA] 

t 

i. 


OSOO"73 1*7362 
0 1 444 86 1 A ! 4 


fc HOLIDAYS from £287 j 
l2weUyBW« 5 

I ♦ JJ+hoah Vmli»«iAVp J 

If * Ejrtjr but** « reduction: E 

£ ♦ RyOrim * 

• ♦ PrarttrCofcaVwHoc* 4 

ft * TUr-mstc. Go* j 

I A nubanni boMn* J 


Corsica 


from 


£99 


Options 



The MedHerrmam't ben-kept 

secret. an island of glorious 

beadus and spectacular 
mmmuslnt. araarrdthed by muz 
tourism. YtOaswbh pools, lauidc 
coBOges. m umU tOt anberges and 

stylish hotels. plus flexible 
'Wandering' holidays. 

0181 995 9323 

UtOlUl ATW.1«XJ ATTO 


ta Kbnd of qMdxobr ■nmtaia 
prafcs, fragrant pbm fmfM. 
antal door rivet* waterfalls 
and buuHful ndoM bcadtas. 

5maS • Friendly Aubcrgei 
Mountain tore Oasstc Hottta 
BwchsWe Apartment* 
Private Villas Fly-drive Cyding 
W Hun*oH BoacUendon WB WH. 
wc-u nn o— wm unarm 


0171-385 8438 


VOYAGES I LENA - ye* Corsica Is 
wonderful • and we do hove the 
widest choice af private vfltos, 
cottages and genuine hotels In 
lovely Beenery. See out magnifi- 
cent new brochure: 0600 783 
9025 AltD/AUi 


For up to 6 people for 1 week" 


CALL FOR YOUR FREE 
BROCHURE NOW ON 

0990 134 748 

tiL'Oiir.c ref. code 96 DS 

OR SEE YOURIOCAL TRAVEL AGENT 




Adventure 

T\u. •>.'.«.• *i:e V%V 

+ comfort 


Eastern Europe 


* TUI 


TSAR GAZING. 

CRfflSES FR®H £999 

1 

r 

ft 


See our new 1998 brochure for bargain 
city breaks starting at just £369. 
Alternatively, you may wish to take a 
special twin centre city break to Moscow 
and St Petersburg, or a river cruise from 
£999. In 1998 make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the 
specialist. Intourist Travel. 

Call us now for more details. 

LONDON MANCHESTER GLASGOW 

01715MB600_ 0161 834 0230 0141_204 5809 

il^ruaJoif .uvr nfotfra pa Imtwti L“?1 tktem 


Inumn Trarrf. IrU’xfa .Hi no*. Jfc* Man* TUftf Linden 124 






PRAGUE. VIENNA, BUDAPEST A 
Slovakia Central panslam, 
hotels 8 opts. Czech ers (01706) 
623689. 

PRAGUE- Luxury private aparts 
and BAB to rent Exceptional 
value, a n assistance given. 07000 
782275. 

SPRING IN BULGARIAN MOUN- 
TAINS. Small group tours C650 
■nc. a* lair. May IGlMOtfi. Sea 
the REAL Bulgaria. CaS 01804 
31075. 

PRAGUE, Budapest, Vienna, Barite 
& Krakow. Low hotel prices from 
Cl 4 pp 8 flights from 
Cia6(lne.tEKJ (Agart ATOL 1245). 
Summer Chalets in Sknwilo, Slo- 
vakia 8 Czech from C217 per 
week. Auto Plan 01543 26777 


Germany 


GERMANY - Dady low cost flights 
and hotel accommodation. AH 
major meat cards. Please cell 
German Travel Centre 0181 429 
2800. ABTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 

BLACK FOREST, Bavaria, Elf el 8 
also Swteertanti fi ausarta. Hotels 
(CIS pp) Apartmonts from £266 
pw. AUTO Pfcai 01 543 2S7777 


Austria 


8TW INNSBRUCK 8 SoUburg, 3 
bdima pr house. Bale S Bun ter- 
race. T«C 01623 860 8G0 


If you wish to 
advertise 
in this 

section please 
call the 
Travel Team 
on 

01712932222 


Relaxed Discovery 
& Adventure 

Tuscany, Umbria, Le Marche 


Id this conntry steeped in art and history, we’ve 
arranged holidays just energetic enough to give 
you an appetite for the next delkious meal, with 
plenty of more challenging options too. 
Choose from yfllage-to- village walks among 
woods and vineyards, or cycling holidays on 
quiet back roads. Small groups or indepradenL 
Four different regions. 

We've found friendly comfortable hotels, great 
wines, traditional specialities nod discoveries off 
the beaten trade. TTiere are art treasures hidden 
away in sleepy villages and feats of Roman 
engineering hardly anyone gets to see. If yon 
Gke Italy, yooTl krve oar discovery and adventure 
holidays. 

Ring now for your fall colour brochure. 


MEDVVATeFU 

01606 813342 

>4b ATOL 2412 


TraJ/Boaui jarmhoost*. 1 - 
tUIos and apartmattt 
in Ilairi prettiest regmu- 

ffi& COLOUR BBOCHUKERWG 

(0990) 143683 QUOTE 10*1 

WCANZE IN rrALlA 


£> icflq & 
SardFn fa 



SINGLE? 



Why crave! alona! 

Jam a group wldi Solo's. 
ttaipwcUfat uk* operator 
far ringle poopk. 

Ago group* 28-SSyr* 
«-«yrj 

0181 951 2811 


Solos 

ATOL 0559MP /Maimr 


Valentine Breaks 



,«i r\ \ i .not i .\t ro I 


France 


Relaxed Discovery 
& Adventure Holidays 
o 

Take a voyage of discovery through idyllic 
country France on fool, by bike, or by canoe 
(with your bags moved for you). Choose from 
twelve contrasting regions, from Burgundy to 
Provence, and from the Loire to the Alps. 

There are holidays just energetic enough to give 
you an appetite for the next great meal, with 
plenty of more challenging options too. You'll 
see the splendours for which France is famous. 

But along your path. we'D help you discover 
tucked away landscapes immortalised by the 
world's greatest artists, and taste dishes that 
have inspired the world's greatest cuisines. And 
youll see a greater variety of wild Rowers, birds 
and butterflies than you ever thought possible. 

Phone now for your 1998 brochure. 


H^DWAlfcl^ 

01606 813340 


uoinu uuvtMi 


A Short Breaks throughout 
Franc. Widest choice af 
Hotels and Apartments. 

Air, See. Rail or Self Drive. 
Co ntact your agent or 

XL TOUFUSME VERMEyI 

Q1 71 495 68ZZ 



FRANCE 


Mias and cottages, by I 
tke sea or wrtk pools. m _ A 
Brittany, Dordocpie,* 
Provence & more j | 
ftw oar brodwre BM7 

0161 707 8704 


SUNS ELECiyiLLAS 


PROVENCE A COTE D'AZUR 
Selection ol quaity prapartiea ter 
4-14 people. All yw avaflabfltty. 
S300-£4000pw. Q11B9 402020 

BRITTANY. AUDIERNEL. Restored 
rural mona con. Wen equipped. 
Secluded gdn. Sips 5. Beech 3 
Kme. Tel: 01743 2327UZ. 

NORMANDY Peaceful country cot- 
tage. Unspent reitndng area. Sips 
5/7. Tht 01 798 B65046. 

BRITTANY SOUTH. Mins tram 
beach, three acre garden a. 
superb group of gBes. Tel 01824 
498220. 

BURGUNDY IdyOlc cottage In quM 
rural setting. Sleeps stac. Details 
01963 741010 

Languedoc, S. Francs. Peacefully 
located BAB on edge of village. 
Surrounded by Holds of sunflow- 
ers A vines. Views of Pyrenees A 
Montagna Notre Nr Carcessone. 
Open oD year. Optional hearty 
meal. Tel: 01903 773342 (EngBsh 
owners] 

DORDOGNE. Enchanting towor 
rise tar 2 Views, flowers, wafka, 
bbds. swimming, Iannis. 01273 
738991. 

CREUSE VALLEY (LIMOUSIN): 
Grte, edge ullage (Cato.' Restaur). 
Sleeps 6 near lakes. Nowhere 
near World Cep. Cl Wpw 
TeL'01584 B31 284 

SOUTH BRITANNY near Vannes. 
House In centre ol village. £25 
per day an year.Sleeps fcA. Ring 
tor booklet. Tel: 01902 757737. 

BORDEAUX wine country. River- 
side 1 7c bam wltii pool, sips 4. 
£2QO-£SOOpw. Tel: 0181 771855a 




Superb choice of 
VILLAS 4 
FARMHOUSES 

ALL OVER FRANCE 

Sleeping 2-16 

001489 878567 


INDIVIDUAL TRAVELLERS 

FRANCE 


800 traditionBl French 
homes from £500 
(per property) for two 
weeks self-catering, 
including see crossing. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE REF: F805 





«f*cflUHra»*cl 
Alt**. Mm flex Ole 


0181 995 9323 

.tin n 07 JT0L198 AiTO 


jib independent 

■rSS=- VBIA5 

\¥ESTALGABVKHOUDA\S 

rsiVATT VILLAS ATAKTIlErtS 
Family Holidays 
+ Goif, Tenmx. Bowb 
UP7V 1<3% EARD' 
BtV&XGDtiOJtTSr 
Pjn/xdi Furor* 

Had Bebvtsa thins 
ImOaonQ* 1 
Alto lxJt& Qumm Carb Si I 
Fkeyso, &cbu. Lw 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. R®uWe fly- VINTAGE PORTUGAL; Country 
drives North to South. Character houses with pools In imsponl 
BB Pousadw. Manor Houses. North. MHw tod Dww QIW 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181 M7 201431 AfTO ATOL Z787 ABTA 
4748 AITO ATOL BOB _ 


Lii3airt«lSiOTWj«HH»- 

WaWfH. onoekig. rifling 

vBiti* safaris wfthttievww® 

AiherSure wtth comfort^ “s 
iDcreatByoiindalsafeui. 


Eicape rir mdtasttvem wlh our 

iMtLfur range af rund fiirmhatses. 

evurury villas mik pools and 
es^tasbe small herds in unspoilt 

locatueaOrnighnaAniabKiaimd 

tarfbrm PbaJksMe ’Wandering' 
koltdaju aai tador-tuode oprieta. 

0181 995 9323 

ASTAV1U7 OTLIIg AJTO 


r- DBmw 

] SPAIN 

[ Tradltkraal country bouses, 

1 villas and aparunente 
I many rruh pools In rural 
r%-%, sj*ln & PtirtugsL 
IMb FREE COLOOK , 
BBOCHDBC j 

(0990)148682 

HSK QP> .meEs«»a J 


MCUACAH - Mountain vOage ovar- 
lookhig Med. Det vBla In 3 quiet 
acres. 5 mins beach/ restaurants. 
Sips 6 (3 ensulte beds). Lux. 
hitch, eircon. fens. TV, HiR, 3 lar- 
races, gdn, pooL £ 800 /pw june- 
SapL Telia* + 34 50 478823. 

YEAR-ROUND ALTERNATIVE holt, 
days, Aipujarra region. Southern 
Spain. Magnificent setting, moun- 
uhra. climate, pool gardens, per- 
sonal development courses. 
(01494)782720. 

ANDALUC1A country ootta, riverhse 
m nature reserve. Ideal country 
lovers. Tel/Fax 01892 888090 

COSTA BRAVA/ DO RADA Vttlaa 8 
apts many with pools. Sunstriect 
ABTA V727S Brochure 0161 707 
8794 

ANDALUCtA. Castilla La Mancha. 
Distinctive & exceptional country 
properties wffil private pools In 
wondertii rural locations 8 exefu- 
ehre Sologrande. IBos Travel 
01403 259788 (24fHS) ATOL 1452 
AITO 


VWas wttfi Mvhnmtag pocH 

crnt^arKlvUtagehotmsl*, 

quiet, i«n*< foooans 
Our leleciio" leauires quaRty 
properiiM In tl» defighrful 
coastal or mountain wmmp. 

AND4LU5M CAMTABnlA 
HSTUMIAS 

Fly^rlve Ferry ATOU334 
V3 Humboneoad, Uxidwi BOH 


CATALONIA: 

SPAIN 


cvnusivE EH 

SUNVTL DISCOVCRV- 

amhabwe. bobiwm, 

Malawi 8 the Cape. ToWly nffl®- 
We. Safaris 8 0y-*hra8 ^ 
bmx remote twshcamia * 
character accom- Broctave: Diet 
84T 4748 Enquiries; 0181 232 
9777 AITO/ATOLBOO 

Sooth African AfWr, Caf» Town. 

Wtaetanda. Garden rootaJteW. 
TranevaaL A unique eetertton o* j 
dame howto, gamo rewryw, 
charming houses A gaidene. wt ; 
0171 381 5222 

I FkrEast 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Thailand 
Vietnam. WgWy fta*Me touw md 
■ ffydrivas tar indMduale. 0181 847 
4748 AITO ATOL BOB 


§||M§i|j LujnayTwto&lj 

tjDzs and Bator- 
tSTS' - nuA* nfariv m .. 
^ Sou*' Africa*- i , 
ffl >9 Ziodvdwe, 

01 244 1 3 55 8* t r 

A c&Sii§i 

Leetry T’mB.I n air SpnJjitjl 

aeisa mn'mm — ‘ 

Caribbean 



TttoHtado of ol IbcMm'. 1 

ho gck>vslc»3A*SMw’,„ 
hotab/iAsorix trom.ESW - 



Tal 01 SI 391 2222 Ml 


AAAH CUBA! 0181 681 3612 tmar- 
change ATDL242S 


Sardinia 


Apts. & Hotels. 


IN THE M£Dne«ANEAN gardans , 
Of 17th CENTUARY CATALAN I 
FARMHOUSE uxnfortaWe mod- 
em cottages tor rent (steeps 2/4 
or 6). Near mettieval vlilsga. 
toothtila ol the Pyrenaes, see 15 
miles, pool, oak forests. Details 
Phone/Fox 0034 72 490181 

ANDALUCtA - GAUCIN. Unspoflt 
mountain village. Lovely tradl- 
tional hsa/apta. Sips 2/13. Magi- 
cal courtyards, exotic gdns, 
heated pooL Yr round comforts. 
Wafts, flowere. (0171) 7209748. 

ANDALUCtA lovely house In moun- 
tain riBqgv nr Honda. Garden, ter- 
races, views, walks. Steeps 2 or 
4. Tel (01 38Q 792308. 

SE MALLORCA - Beautiful hStop 
Flnca. SeeVlews (5km Beaches) 
3 beds, 2 baths, grdn. pool.Tel: 
0034 71 582328 Fax: 0034 71 
842218 

CASAS CANTABRICA8 - collage 
hofttays In beautiful unapoM N. & 
W. Spain 8 Portugal. For 
brochure call: 01223 328721 
AITO 

VINTAGE SPAIN: Country houses 
with pools In unspoilt arena of 
Catalunya and Andahicta. 01954 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITO ABTA 

J Switzerland J 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOMES 


SARDINIA whh Voyages Item an HOTELS A CHALETS at very rea- 
taiard ol stunning beeches and sonabfe prices (ram E25 pp. 
magnrftoent scenery. Our magnk. Apartments from E32* pw. Auto 

leant new brochure hoe a wide p^n 01543 257777 


choice of private villas, opto, 
hotets simple A de luxe. 0800 783 
9Q2SAHo'AnL 


Turkey 


Escapr the mainstream wUhtmr 
unique range cf rural outages. 

rittaM mth prtrase pods and 
friendly hotels. Ptus our flexible 
’Wandering' programme, special 
barren haHJjys. gala cruising 
anJ Istanbul cay breaks. 

0181 995 9323 

UTA1IU7 ATOL l«S AITO 


South America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Costa Rica, 
Guatemala. Ecuador + Cuba 
add-on. Highly flexible Individual 
taunt S flydrlves. Jungle ledges, 
nature reserves. 0181 847 4748 
AITO ATOL BOB 


K l lakeside and 

inland homes 1 
| rff » fjH throughout 
= \ ,1 — i New England* 

FREE 116 PAGE BROCHURE 
(0990)143686 (24 Hrs) 
Quote Ref. A143. 

ATOL 2433 

CAPE COD NEW B4GLANO AVER- DtSNBflFLORIDA Lu xury 3 bed. 2' 
MONT. Superb tam*y resorts & bath vffla to ptrw bwefclJTBfr 
private houses. Bridgewater heated pool, cable TV. Ctose ta 
Travel ABTA V7278 Brocti 0181 tarmto. horse rdg, golf. Tel 0181 
7078794 34t 87TB 


We aim od provide readers of The Independent 
with the best travel pages of any newspaper. 
So how do we define best? Most entertaining, 
distinctive, informative, accurate and innovative. 


Sman Colder & Harriet OHrien 


TARN GARONNE. Pretty cottage 
wfth 80ft terrace, alongside large 
pool. Steeps 4. C15O-C300pw. Teh 


NEAR PRADES In quiet mountain 
village, sips 5/8. From CIIOpw. 
Tec 0151 8242841. 

VINTAGE FRANCE: Farmhouses 
with private pools In hidden 
SauthVtoSLCfl954 28l43l AITO 
HOTEL TOURS B 1 8- 10 Days 
£289 Inc. lorry .'shuttle 8 break- 
down cover. Auto Plan 01543 
257777 


TURKEY ‘9 


away from (hr 
i. imBelwIiwrr fo the aumbry 

• UJvIIki-j*iAiI vilUpt 

• Culei CnsUnp 
VUUiwilhpwt. 

■ CifTubxt) A MiHini 
® 98 N>.mrul 
"Me TwoCmm-f> 

Tdlkir-nude MdIiAjvs 

m DOLUNAY 
JF HOUDAYS 


01452 50197S 



Cottages 

Castles 

r77r 

(i/tnecv ( inffvctio/t 

TUSCANY* UMBRIA 
^ , ENETO ■ COMO 
NEAPOLITAN RIVIERA 
V7Iicti> sleeping from 
2 - 22 people 
1998 Broth un: nut now 


01622 726SS3 


TUSCANY UMBRIA 

& Coastal Regions in Italy 

l.tdujir Prtalc 11 bf 
A Fnbun »tb| 
fAkmniiv teub 
-.lirwh T CuIrTJ 
l.uxkntknnkilff 
itwiriydciekh 
dir nenas iflrca. 




TUSCANY NOW 

T 0171 272 5469 

F 01^1 272 6184 



0171 495 6877 


FORfflEDnEaSAKEAH PEARLS "?5 


SIMPLY 

uscanv 


Traditional rotufln villa- 
npartmenn. wuh pool, ehttrwtmg 

uAuHtr hotek «mi flattie 
_ fly-dri re hobdayi. 

Umnd Tnioins' and Pau sing 
AnSfayr pbtt than breaks te 
Fhemet. Venice arid Home. 

0181 995 9323 

HTMTIW 1TIII. 1v£2 »rn> 


SICILY 

The Culture Vultures Guide 


Cbssic Taormina and 
Giardini Naxos with 
Etna as a backdrop. 
Messina's medieval 
charm and duomo. 
Remains and ruins 
from the bronze age. 
Volcanic islands of 
Stromboti and Salina 
(capers a speciality!}. 

The Vulture 

Brilliant beaches, 
civilised hotels, and 
cafe society. Great 
restaurants, terrific 


■MM® 


ice cream, 

su 

reds and whites, and 
wicked almond liquers. 

The Guide 

7 nights from £309, 
children from £49. 
t direct from Gatwick. s 
5 All Inclusive holidays 5 
■g from only £565. 5 

CALL 0870 606 1975 

MnDouorfBfhinK 
wtff vmibmi /Vitnr 

SUnwORLD 


LA BELLA TOSCANA Vary apodal 
farmhouses, vttlas & Apia In & 
around enchanting madteml San 
Gimignano between Florence A 
Siena. 1998 broch. Q181-422- 


VEN1CE: VENETIAN APART- 

MENTS haa a range of private 
opts 10 tot Also Florence. Romo, 
Verona. Vaneto. Tel: OlBt 

8781133 Fox; D1B1 
87809 ECLemall Venice $ 

dlrcon.oo.uk 

A TASTE OF TUSCANY VHlas. cot- 
lagra and opartmenta. Ftjt 
brochures caH IMor-inodo Tours 
on 0181 291 1450 

LAKE GARDA & Maggkire apte 8 
hotets, afso anas Lakes A Mntra 
01320 84*405 AITO 

SUNVIL DISCOVERY. FVndblo Hy- 
drtves to Tuscany S Umbria. 
Character BB accom. Plus StcHy. 
Lakes and CM os. 0181 847 4748 
AITO ATOL B08. 

ITALIAN COLLECTIONS Tuscan y. 
UmOrtcL March n. Abrurw. Sar- 
dinia. Roma & Venice. Beautiful 
Farmhouses A coftagos with pri- 
vate swimming pools ki urvtvwled 
rural locations, nos Travel 01403 
259788 I24hra) ATOL 1452 AITO 

TUSCANY/S ICILY Select proper- 
1183 In oxcanorrt locations, pools 
etc. Col Brochure 01539 431120 
ABTA V7333. 

APULUt I CALABRIA Sldly Amain 
Sardinia Uio wonderful South. 
Unique TruM houses castias Arn- 
urfat forms vtoaa/pooia char m tng 
hotels 01694 722193 AITO ATOL 

TUSCANY AJMBR1A border nr Cor- 
tona. Cottage sloops 4/5. G3Q0 
pw July/AugusL £2S0pw other 
timaa. Tel: 0181 789 3338 

INVITATION TO TUSCANY Raman* 
tic cottagas and luxurious vflas to 
leL in cams ofthe ioveBast areas 
of Tuscany. CaS far brochure. H* 
0171 803 7111 or 0121 429 5016. 

LAKES MOUNTAINS & BEACHES. 
Wide range ol hotels & seu cater- 
ing throughout Italy Including 
Elba & Sicily at very reasonable 
prices. Auto Plan 01543 267777 


Kil7»'R»Tw7(| 


THE INDEPENDENT 


Fill your holiday cottage, 
villa or apartment vacancies. 



Last year over a quarter of a million Independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday In a 
rented villa, flat or cottage. ' 

For only £4.70 per line or £4. II per line if both Saturday and 
Sunday are booked (Inc VAT), you can advertise your holiday home 
vacancies throughout the year. Your advertisement will appear in 
the Time Off section of The Independent on Saturday and/or the 
Travel Supplement of die Independent On Sunday. 


TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday 1 0am - 5pm. 
or e-mail us at mhull@independent.cauk 
or fax us on 0171 293 3156 
or complete and return the coupon below to: 

__ The Travel Team, Classified Advertising, 

The Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 5DL 
and include your payment by cheque 
or Access/Visa/Amex/Diners Card 

N.B. Private advektfsbu only (two properties or less) 


Insertion dates: 

Classification- 

I enclose a cheque for £ 

made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pic 

or debit try Access/Visa/Amex/ Diners account by £ 

Card No: Expiry date, 

Your Details: 

Name 

Address. 


Tel No: Day... 


Signature. 


.Evening... 


For further details 

please call The Travel Team on 01 71 293 2222 


INDEPENDENT 

ON SUNDAY 
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Miss 

World 

on 

wheels 

You don’t have to be a motoring 
enthusiast to enjoy the museum 
at Beaulieu. Emma Houghton and 
her family were unexpectedly 
captivated. 

Whatever misgiving^ you may have about 
the impact of the internal combustion en- 
gine, Beaulieu’s Motor Museum is unde- 
niably fascinating. Crammed with more than 
250 classic cars and motorbikes, it's like Miss 
World for four wheels. The bulky Daim- 
ler 1899 12HR the majestic, brass-and-green 
Bugatti 1910 Type 13, the elegant Bluebird 
land speed record breaker: these are the 
starlets of motoring, their glamorous body- 
work gleaming with a shine you could 
powder your nose by. 

But Beaulieu is not just a load of old cars. 
There are informative displays on every 
imaginable aspect of motoring - from road 
design to spark plugs - while a science sec- 
tion allows hands-on exploration of the basic 
principles of cars and their engines. You 
can also explore an old red London bus. 
while watching a video of its history. But 
topping the bill is the Wheels exhibition, 
a multimedia extravaganza bringing alive 
100 years of motoring history. Seated in 
your little carriage, you’re twirled around 
corridors of displays and blasted with the 
sounds and smells of yesteryear. 

Beyond the museum, kids can get a taste 
of life in the fast lane on the East Trax vir- 
tual racing games, or enjoy a spin througb 
the motoring century in the simulator. You 
can also take a vertiginous ride on the 
monorail through the roof of the motor 
museum and on to Palace House and its 
gardens. Seat of the Montagus since 1538. 
this stately home is packed with family por- 
traits and other mementos, and was once 


the gatehouse to the adjoining 13th-century 
abbey, where you can now explore the daily 
life of Cistercian monks in its ruins. 

The visitors 

Emma HaughtOD. a freelance writer, went 
with her husband, Jonathan Rees, and their 
three boys. Joshua, seven. Flan. five, and 
Zachary, two. 

Joshua: I loved the virtual racing because 
I like playing computer games, especially 
with steering-wheels. I liked the simulator, 
too; at first it pretended you were in an old 
motorcar, and then you went in faster and 
faster ones until in the end it crashed. It 
was cool. 


In the museum there was a science bit 
where you try things out about cars and how 
they work, which was really interesting. 

I liked the monorail the secret stairs in 
Palace House and the Wheels exhibition. 
There was a model prehistoric man who 
looked like a friend of ours called Neil I 
particularly liked the bit where it was all 
3D. and the h overcars on the little motor- 
way. All the staff were very friendly and 
when we were sitting on this old bus a man 
came in and gave us all a free pen. I'd really 
like to go hack and do eveiything again. 

Flan: There were lots of cars in the 
museum, some with dummies in. They look 
real but they’re only plastic people. I liked 


the simulator car when it was going into the 
jungle and it felt really bumpy. The mono- 
rail was quite scary when you were going, 
because it was so high off the ground and 
wobbled a bit. 

1 loved all the bits of the Wheels. You 
get into a little train and this bar comes 
down on your lap and you go round the 
track and see loads of things about cars. We 
went round twice because we liked it so 
much. 

Jonathan: I really thought Beaulieu 
wouldn't be for me. because as far as I’m 
concerned a car is just something that takes 
you from A to B - if you’re lucky. In fact 
I found it all completely fascinating - 1 could 


happily have spent a week there. Walking 
around the museum, you realise just how 
much cars are part of everyone’s heritage. 
You see so many things you remember from 
your past - buses, signposts, old Corgi 
model cars. I was a bit disappointed to see 
there wasn't a hall of shame for our old 
beige Allegro, though. 

All the hands-on stuff about how cars 
work was brilliant, but best of all was the 
Wheels. That was absolutely fantastic. 
Each little section was obviously a real 
labour of love, and, more than that, it was 
all done with humour and affection. The 
whole thing. Palace House included, was 
great, but what really made it for me was 
the motor museum. 


They look real but they’re 
only plastic people.’ Flan Rees 
was intrigued by the life-like 
models at Beaulieu’s 
Motor Museum 

Photograph: Brian Hams 


Emma: I don’t have a good relationship 
with cars. I resent being dependent on them, 
and am so utterly indifferent to what I drive 
that I can barely tell a Mini from a Mer- 
cedes. Even so, 1 was captivated by the sheer 
beauty of these old classics. 

J was really impressed with the com- 
prehensive attention to detail. Such pains 
had been taken to recreate all the antique 
household sundries in an old delivery van. 
for instance, and the tools and spares in the 
reproduction of an old garage and work- 
shop. But perhaps the best aspect of my day 
was Beaulieu’s staff. Reg, the principal car 
cleaner, reassured us that the cars were 
taken out for regular frolics, and he even 
told us the secret of their enviable shine 
(elbow grease). Without exception every- 
one we came into contact with went out of 
their way to be friendly and polite. It was 
such a refreshing change this side of the 
Atlantic. 

The deal 

Getting there: the Beaulieu Motor Mu- 
seum (01590612123)isin the New Forest 
between Southampton and Bournemouth, 
just off B3056. The nearest railway station 
is BrockenhuTsl a short taxi ride away. 
Opening times: daily. 10am-5pm; Easier 
to September, until fipm. Dosed Christmas 
Day. Some features, such as the simulator 
and Fast Trax virtual reality games, must 
be paid for separately. 

Admission: adult £8.50; four to 16 years, 
£6: family ticket, for two adults and four 
children. £28. 

Access: there is full wheelchair access to 
the motor museum, restaurant and ground 
floor of Palace House. 

Facilities: the Brahazon food court and bars 
offer a good range of food and drink at rea- 
sonable prices. You can also picnic in the 
grounds. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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PRICES PER PROPERTY PER WEEK 


» Scotland 


ton£107 •NorfQflt/Suffoft hn£114 
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•Vorfcshfre Dates ton £109 

• Lake District tos £115 
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• wales 
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DISCOUNTS FOR 
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lESY 

SLAKES COTTAGES 


IT'S THE 

ONLY 

Brochure 

YOU'LL NEED 
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Cotmtry MCinoomt 

Holidays u=u ' 


English Country 
Cottages 

An uisuv/Uitd 
choice in England's 
loveliest areas. 
Free 43o page 
coJgdi brnehme. 
Iim 

(0990)851111 

IIJTE rent C«Hni] 
ALL INSPECTED- HocOfflflwndntJ 

ltom cottaoea 

UK. Brochure: O' 751 473547 



sykes cottages 


Superb cottages in Northumbria. The 

Kxtahire Daks 6 Moors. Borders. 

_ fTw Ults. The fcai 
to Ovsmo. 

Worth 
Wales and 
ShrojMhre 

0 1 244 345 TOO 

- * lllu.tq. uL'j/fcc 



Activity Holidays 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

{NR CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE 


ACTION HOLIDAYS for S to 15 year 
aids. 1 to 4 SOU ratio. Telephone 
Of 70S 814534. 

ADVEHTURE ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS 
for 8-17 yn. Somorset'ScoUana 
Brochure essential. 01749 
812307 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey.' 
Hants. Lux boats (01256) 
703801. 

BRITAIN'S BEST Sell Drive Mar 
rowboai Holidays. Widest choice. 
Beg tuners very welcome Tel 
01905610097. 

LAZY DAYS AFLOAT. Award-wln- 
Ring canal hoars throughout 
Britain. Early booking offers For 
Brochure Tht (0121 1 4452909. 


Devon & Cornwall 



\ English Country 
Cottages 

An UMUYAUBC 
(1 choice throughout 
Devon. 

Free 436 page 

colour brochure. 

Ring 

(0990) 851111 

RE£ 'UHn) 



Hand-picked cottages 
throughout CornvalL 
Coirta] and counmndc. 
Fret colour brochure. 


CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
1998 best ev er lu ll colour 
brochure. D1756 702201 
BEER. Devon 8 Dorset. Over ISO 
quafity prOportM In eoasi & 
country locations. J«*n Barton 
Cottage Holidays. 01297 20973 
04 hrs). _ 

FREE COLOUR GUIDE » ms 500 
best value eeragw in 
(012711 376322 

DEVON Specialists. Choose worn 

{W 430«»ob«lOi45SSS250S 

(UC20ZJ 

CORNWALL Specialists Choc so 
from over 350 cottages. 01455 
8S2S05 (UC2Q5) 


Self Catering UK 


HOSEASONS 

Country 

cottages 


Hand-picked axragr> throughout 
Britain. Coastal, riverside and 
countryside locations. Some with 
swimming pool*, parties rooms. 
Free colour brochure. 


Phone CI502 502 603. Quo:-; C4326 


Or ymc Hnmun HiAfew.tfcp< CffHIft. 

Sure* NIC 21. W. 




Over 250 Cottages 
throughout the 
prettiest parts of the U.K. 
Free 106 page 
Colour Brochure 

TT 01305 268988 


Channel Islands 


SPECIAL OFFER 

GUERNSEY 


3 3^0, art- 4 

£ Imw 

DEPARTS EVERY DAY 
NOW - 22 MAY 1998 

PncB ncfudBs Eghis tom Gam* ♦ 
B^Tii English Breekfesi in superb 
Hosts Al rooms En-Sute. 
PRICE INCLUDES FREE CAR HIRE 

Extra MghB also AwIsM a £18 50 

HeJI Boert AvataUe a £3 p«t nqK 

BOOK NOW 

wring for further information 

0181-980 7244 

raiflay insurance £1395 • Eseraat 

FULLY BONDED ATDLNO 3258 


JERSEY BOOK Direct and save 
CEE's 4a pages ot hotels to 3un 
every need by see A an. Can 
island Sun Direct Re*; 01 703 
828311 S Brochure 01703 
828366. We guarantee you can 1 
ooy cheaper. 


Devon & Cornwall 


Cornish Traditional , 
Cottages 



VIb.M’IKf ‘ AW 
w Svttf: W.AT4- 
, ir 1 r-m’i .If 
* 1 1 m V lib 

Fitr snur FKEE brochure 

we -'.T 

0990 134967 


DEVON CONNECTION: luxury 
nou&as. cottages TW01548 58<3 
964. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 col- 
lages mrougtinui 1017521 
260711. 

WEEKEND RETREAT IN SAL- 
COMBE Cosy coacn noose u.ltt 
efi, w b stove Sleeps 4 Court 
nouse and lodge Sleeps 9 20 
01530 242409 

APPLEOORE N. DEVON. Lovely 
Georgian quayside house in 
heart 01 chaimwg coastal vilage 
Garten Parting Ideal 6.10 
Available Easier 10 wnlrson 
01271 858441. 

SU8ERB COUNTRY COTTAGES. 
In neart of coumrysidB. near sea. 
AvartaWe mrw TeL 01503220333 

FOWEY POLRUAN Charming 
waterside cottages Superb 
views. Genual hearing Dmghiet 
available Peis welcome 01579 
344697 


RED ROSE COTTAGES Lancs. 
Close pretty villages, counlry 
side, heritage £ coast 01200 
4273 IQ 


(The Beaulieu Hotel 

AA +++ IUC 

SCI 111 lllr IlCjri (f llic ' y*^| f 
Xcn Inti -4 frriuLru. Lc-rf 

lilt Ml* 4 Wua-uuiJud 
Lj-rvlhui ■j .in pi 4 > milr- j>tu»; 
llic-lureu lii.kwr jiTKil .v 'J i-jiii 
fjciii hue ttuic £29.95 D&Bpp 

■ •uhfni roibULiii 
1 all 1 oili'jl Rr-v. n jiii.m un 

0800 44 44 41 
..r (01703) 293344 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS Specialists Choose 
ham over 160 oottoges. 014SE 
652220 (1JC106) 


POOLE & DORSET. Over 100 ol 
v besi holiday homes in choicest 
spots Inc Sandbanks Periinsula& 
Poole Hat Dour Rumsey Holiday 
Hornes 01202 707357 
FARII COTTAGES Idyllic location 
Tiff 01258 880558 brochure. 
CORFE CASTLE 2 miles. Lu»ury 
bam conversions IdytUc rural 
location Sip 2-10. 01929 480312 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK / SUFFOLK'S Welcome 
Collages. 1998 colour brochure 
01756 702205 

AMAZING value East Anglia col- 
lages. New 106 page colour 
orochwe. 01756 702240 
NORFOLK; Suffolk s/c properties 
quafiry at keen prices. No charge 
lor pels Coast 6 Country Holi- 
days. 01953 604480 Fax 604885 
NORFOLK Country Cottages Qual- 
ity choice of over 100 holiday 
properties Sip 2-10 Tel 01603 
831872 


The Lake District 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME Col- 
lages 1998 colour brochure. 
01 756 702208 

EDEN Tours 10 discover. England" s 
Green A Pleasant Land In The 
Heart ol 2 National Parks 
(Lakes. -Dales] Free acccmoda- 
Uon guide Eden Tourism 01271 
336067 

HILLTHWAITE HOUSE. Winder 
mere. Thornbairow Road, over- 
looking lake All 100ms ensune 
(some win Jjcnai baitol SaieL 

me TV. leomaking. Sauna. Tyio 
Steam Room end healed indoor 
pool solely lor our guests use 2 
nighlS. 5 course Dinner B&B 
incl VAT only 09. 3 nlgnis only 
£130 Brochure 015394 43836 

NR CONISTON WATER. Charming 
Georgian Hse wlga gdn by river 
SJps6E»enn C,M & woodsiove 
Avail much ol 96 015394 41715 

NR CONISTON WATER Cnanrwng 
Georgian Hse w.'lgo gdn by river 
Sips 6 fi*shn. CH 8 woods love. 
Avail much ol 98 CH5394 41715 


Country Cottages 
m Ireland 

A MAGICAL choice oi 
delightful holiday 
properties in Kerri", 
Cork. Clare & Galway. 
Frer full colour brochure. 
RING I09R0) 851 l&b 
Quote cxiu 124 Hm 

■:« I'wn Hr 

Ci • vivi Cm** 1 ?. Iiejjw 
riLn.CTuu.PO Box is. 
Luu. SHUTlr. UiCZl-TU, If4 t-v 



IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 1996 
Ihe premier chorea. 300 Individ- 
ual collages all tourist board 
approved. Farmhouses and 
holds, homing holidays and 
horse drawn caravans. Many 
come pel*. Call 01502 560 808 
124 hrel 

The Irish Landmark Trust experi- 
ence a unique holiday - stay In a 
medieval miniature castle. Geor- 
gian Dublin panelled merchant 
house pr octagonal BghlhouBe on 
ihe wilds oi Wicklow Head. 
Brochure Ph- 00 353 1 8628425 
\24hrai Fax: 66281 87 e-mail: 
landmark i£4olie 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 288 set eel 
individual cartages ■> superb 
locanona Disc Fates At TO. Col 
Bro01B23 681060 

IRELAND Spedafras. Choose from 
over 110 cottages. 01455 852220 
(UC207) 


Isle of Wight 


SELF-DRIVE 
SHORT BREAKS 

ISLE OF WIGHT 


3Dqs Ato* 

< Ur; 

sreOSJe"® 

DQWmJRES EVERY DAY 
(Now -31 March 1998) 

• Spectaeuiu location 

• Panoramic see irm (rcm al rooms 

• LiouyO* Hotsi (RAC1 

• Al rooms etv ub vAh cakMt 
TV i FREE lea A cause 

• Alpncas ricfejde FREE Car Forty 

mone for Brochure 

0181-980 7244 

HoMay insurance C795 - Essen tta l 


mimics 


/"JANUARY SPECIAL^ 

4 oipht* freo £79 
Red. BrrakffL joJ 
treniny Hal 
Larpc talrml hind, 
fnlcflaipnuni. irvJi-ui p.uL 

Jj.lULl vJUtlfl 

* FREE CAR FERRY * 
sjndniighjni H-4eL SevTifoi. 
5an3i>un. hk Wight 
Ickplwnr: 91 480055 

. * 3 nigtu« Ffbnary tot £70 y 


Northumbria 


SUPERB cottages Nonhumbrto. 
York Dales. Lakes, Peaks Sykes 
Conagea 01244 345700 

«tm pha co.uksykes 


The Peak District 


-PEAK COTTAGES.' Oualily o/c 
accom in Derbyshire Dales S 
Peaks. Brochure 01 142 020777. 
PEAK DISTRICT Spectellss- 
Chuase from aver 250 cottages. 

P1455 852505 ILIC204) 


L£199 


ElfERALD COTTAGES 


AMA 20 K VALUE 
7 MOfT FERRY- 
INCLUSIVE PHCE 

IRJR PARTY OF 2 PLUS BABY) 
Cara, lorry. Galway, tova dare, 
Uraeric*. Mtkkkw. Watorfort. 
WokAM. Ttogerary. Donegal, 
sago, OMy ■ Rosscommon. 
EH ffggt MOCKUE - OUT WM 


IRELAND 


TAKE DIUGKT INTHt 
MACNIRCENT SU9ROUNDMCS 
Of THl BtfKAID ISLE 
Ji {» «dite«tr»ol 1 I 0 
LT bculvl couagei 

Country 
Holidays 'MS 


01455 852220 


SHAMROCK Cottages. 286 select 
individual cottages in superb 
locations. Disc Fares. A/TO. Col 
B«s B1823 381060 
400 INDEPENDENT COTTAGES. 
Book direct with owners. Free 
Brochure - SUtweTTc 01271 
336028. 

HOOKHEAD/ETHARD ON SEA. 3 
beds. Sleeps 6. Less than 5 mins 
from beach. Close to Waxiord, 
Waterford. Kilkenny. 0i 923 
818964. 


Do n’t for^t 
& to mendon‘\ 
r : The Independent^ 
‘l.when replying V. 
Vjm adverts 


selecnon 

of peat value self catering 
collages, houses and 
lodges by the sea in beautiful 
Dumfries & Galloway. 
F0LL COLOOR BROCHORE 
C M. 1HO60K & CO 
27 Mig Shea. Cade Dcu^ak 077 1AB 
let 01SSC 5D403S Fac 11556 503277 


am 

Exceptional holiday 
pro perries in ihe most 
beauiifuj areas of Scotland, 
rue n pace brochure 
RING (0?«0) 851133 
Quote SV3D CJ 4 Hr.j 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Shropshire 


West Country 


HELPFUL HOLIDAYS 1 

for Country 
seU-caterlnif 
Huee rariciy c4 orer 4J0 
cW*(o. bouio. <men a fon 
Alt vtvkDy desmK-d & star rood 
Colour brochure 

01647 433535 

tmm 


freedom 

Cornwall 

Cotoa. lodga. fcsmliousoj 
■ idea hr (onwes & cajplei 

BLAKES COTTAGES 
quote code DHJ609 


^ quote coae uroot/7 ^ 

tiltalmif 

Escape to the 
West Country 

Kxr&l 


rrc-o 10 6 page 
Colour Brochure 

'LA 01305 268988 


[6 

V CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 1 
lOver 2,000 self-catering 
1 properties in all areas 
■ from luxury houses to 
|Lt^ > t croft collages. 



30 Frederick SL 
Edinburgh EH2 2JR 
SCOTLAND'S WELCOME Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
Phono now '1 01756702213 
EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT 4 
bad oteepa 6. 2 baths, swim mb rg 
pool A private parting, gym A 
sauna. W/end Friday- Monday I 
£248. ebo some weeks avaHabla 
01888 21 5314. 

DISCOVER SCOTLAND. Denghttul 
s/c cottages rir Beaches, LncttsA . 
MMiWna. Pete wiftcome. 01366 
853555 J 

SCOTLAND Specialists. Choose | 
from Over 550 cottages. 01455 
852505 OLNCZQl) 


Over the last 12 months, 
439,000 Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
readers have taken a holiday 
in the British Isles. 

Source: TGI 1997 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country house experience, 
near Lucflow. 3 night breaks from 
ESOCotour Broctc 01584 823209 
CHURCH STRETTON. Pretty COIL | 
Sleeps 3. UnsulL pels or babies. 
From May. Fr. 2180. 01694 1 
723151 


BRECON BEACONS 
HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Owe 10Q sell entering conagn in 
Breton Beoams/BJodt Mountain? 
National Pork. Some deep up 
to 30. Many Isn Ikon 1250 per 
«ttk high 5bbwil 



WMIS 


ZCJzc best />/ 
setf-caterfrf£ 

555 quSty mage and 
farmtaoe throughout Wales 

ttQpVAwww.wala-keCdaymjA 


O I 686 <S2.S2.rS7 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


/“■ Holiday 
' Cottages x 

latte 

Yorkshire Dales. York, Coast, 
Moors, Peak & Lake District 
0i«2UO^*/5e4 atari! caGge lh« 
arpiHDrwrDvtaigifiiBiaBOimiinrr 

« (01756) 700872 

V HolfdayfMtaoaYarlishiraLnL , 
WB«SussL5wsnnv4> J 
-Itorth YwtahtniJaa ira_y 


2SSS ,IRe, S DM*©, 

MOORS and COAST 

Superb self 

catering hclidav 

Dnlo.n e5:i *A c * ,n 

a malldgw h. 
■Gut'tmjli 01756 



Stop co fleoiii g brod)ures_ 
Start cs&etfap memor ie s 
450 luxury cottages voted 
“Bra in Wales’ with a 
welcome as warm . 
the 5u nshineT~ 

Coastal Cottages 
of Pembrokeshire 


Tel: 01437 76S7.3S 


BARGAIN BREAKS GOWER. Idyt- 
Mc 17C farmhouse ensudo DB&B 
only £21. Log fires .fic bw.01269 
595640 

PB1BROKESHIRE. Award Muring 
selection ol qualtiyAensIbly 
priced cottages. 01239 
681297.Coast A Country Cot- 
tages. 

ANGLESEY SNOWDONIA, Ueyn. 
MenaJ Holiday Cottages lor 2-». 
Brochure 01248 7T7I3S 

WALES Spedallsts. Choose from 
over 370 oottsgaa. 01455 852505 
(UC203I 

N. WALES 1.000 cottages ale. 
Mann's, ShaWs. Snowdonia 
Tourist 01758 701 702. 

SNOWDONIA Coastline Ueyn 
perrinsma. Coast and country co f 
tages & tarmhousas. Natyn holi- 
days 01758 720674 


■&rtehire& The Dales 


DALES BEAUTIFUL RB4N0VATED 
Stone Bams, Sloop * v> IT, pais 
wrtcoma, brochure 0800 854309. 
NORTH YORK moors. Nta Part over 
150 noflday cons. In Robin Hoods 
Bay. Whitby A Scarborough. 
01723 B 70703 

YORK OVER 30% ofl S Star 
Haworth Court HoteL Cor part- 
ing. Broch. TeL 01904 425156 
SUPERB cottages. YoikB Daloa. 
Northumbria, Lakes. Peaks. 
Sykes Canages 01244 345700. 
www.frta.co ultSykea 
NORTH YORK moors Nai Park over 
150 holiday cons. In Robin Hoods 
Bay, Whitby S Scarborough. 
01723376777 



For a unique 
range of veal holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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10/GARDENING 


Plug in for spring 


Convenience gardening sacrifices 
adventure for instant results, but 
in midwinter that can be 
reassuring. Here is a range of 
young, ready-grown plants to 
order now for the growing season. 


The latest edition of The Seed Scorch tells 
you where you can buy seed of 40,000 dif- 
ferent plants. Just stop and think about that 
□umber. Put it in context by remembering 
that the whole of the native flora of Britain 
only amounts to about 2.000 plants. Amidst 
all the doom and gloom about flowers 
disappearing, forests burning, wild bulbs 
shrivelling in the hands of rapacious deal- 
ers, it is remarkable that any of us, if we 
wanted, could pick up the phone and order 
the means of growing such a vast variety 
of living things. 

But we don’t. Lists of the 10 best-selling 
varieties of flower seeds change remarkably 
little from year to year. Lobelia, dwarf im- 
patiens, godetia. sweet peas, nasturtium, 
petunia, night-seemed stocks, begonia, 
geranium and pansy were the favourites five 
years ago. Godetia, stocks, dwarf impatiens, 
aubrieta, geranium, lobelia, nasturtium 
•Jewel Mixed’, sweet pea, nasturtium 
‘Alaska Mixed' and sunflowers are the seed 
merchant Suttons’ current best-sellers. 
Only the newly fashionable sunflower 
speaks of any real shift in taste. 

It’s because we are so predictable as gar- 
deners that seed companies were able to 
switch smoothly a few years ago into offer- 
ing us baby plants as a - more expensive - 
alternative to seed. You could buy a packet 
of seed of the new creamy-coloured pet- 
unia ‘Banana Milkshake' from Mr Fother- 
gill for £115. Tvo dozen “plugs" of the same 
variety cost three times as much, but this 
is still cheaper than buying 24 full-grown 
petunias at planting-out time in May. 

Plugs represent a slightly more certain 
virion of the future than a seed packet does. 
Petunias are not easy to raise from seed if 
you work, as I do, with a combination of 
windowsills, airing cupboards and spare 
bedrooms, rather than with a professional 
greenhouse and a state-of-the-art propa- 
gator. The seed is very fine and germinates 
best at a temperature of 65-70°F. Because 
it's so fine, it is best left uncovered on the 
surface of the compost, but the seedlings 
then need a little fine compost sifted over 
them as they begin to grow. All this is fiddly. 
Then just when you thought you'd got them 


over the worst hurdles, the seedlings have 
a disastrous tendency to damp off- a kin d 
of horticultural hara-kiri. 

The petunia is one of the few flowers 
that has dropped from the best-selling list 
of seeds in the last five years because people 
now choose to grow them from plugs or buy 
them as fully grown plants. There are 
masses on offer - more than 30 different 
varieties fa Mr Fothergfll's Young Plant cat- 
alogue alone. 

The whole point of such catalogues is 
to make us lose reason, but after a sum- 
mer when many petunias melted to a slimy 
mush in the rain, phrases such as “weather 
resistant" have a point ‘fantasy Mixed', an 
FI hybrid, has smallish flowers, but there 
are lots of them and they weather well. Mr 
Fothergfll's sells 24 plugs for £6.45. 

I could live without petunias, but I'd hate 
to be without lobelias, which are also fiddly 
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to raise from seed, but excellent and easy 
from plugs. “Hackneyed," said a friend 
dismissivefy, when I put them near the top 
of my own list of favourite annuals. “Non- 
sense." I replied. It’s not their fault they 
are so often lined out like morse code, blue 
dots between dashes of white alyssum. The 
plants themselves are enchanting. A little 
while ago, some self-seeded from a tub in 
our garden into the cracks of the paving 
stones below. I liked the effect so much that 
now f plant them in cracks deliberately. 

I also plant them between low patches 
of dianthus, to fill up the ground where the 
spring-flowering tulips are slowly settling 
in. Hie tulips are the most important plants 
there, and I don't ever want the summer 
display to crowd the bulbs out. Lobelia 
understands that. Mr Fothergfll's has the 
bronze-leaved dark blue ‘Crystal Palace’ (24 
plugs for £5.95) and ‘Regatta Blue Splash*, 
which I grew last year from seed. It's a trail- 
ing type, the white flowers splashed and 
stained with pale blue. 

‘White Lady 1 is a pretty little bushy 
white-flowered lobelia (£8.95 for 1 10 mini- 
plants or £7.95 for 40 easiplants, from Sut- 
tons). Don't follow their serving suggestion 
- this white lobelia planted alternately with 
blue ageratum. Lobelia deserves better. So 


does ageratum. if we arc talking plant rights. 

Ageratum by nature isa lallish ( J8-20in), 
loose-headed beauty. 'Blue Bouquet' 
(Chiltem Seeds, 95p) gives an idea of what 
it coold do. if only breeders wouldn't turn 
it into a squash-faced, congested, dumpy 
little plant, with flowers that ball up in the 
rain. Ageratum blue is a particularly good 
colour, slightly slaty, hazy, lovely with a 
sharp, arid-drop yellow, or with purple. But 
if you want plugs, dumplings is all you can 
get: ‘Blue Haze’, Sin high, from Suttons 
(£9.25 for 100 seedlings or £7.95 for 40 cas- 
iplants) or 'Blue Mist', 6in high, from 
Dobies (£9.25 For 100 seedlings, or £7.95 
for 40 easiplants). 

Most firms offer plants in Gve different 
sizes, from seedlings to jumbo plugs. The 
bigger they are of course, the more per plant 
you pay, but a jumbo plug leaves little room 
for error on the part of the gardener, as they 
can be plaated out so quickly. 

When they arrive (they are usually 
sent by first -das® mail), I plant out all plugs 
and seedlings, whatever size, in individual 
3-in plant pots. This is expensive in com- 
post. but the plants grow vigorously and 
their roots are disturbed very litt/e when 
they are planted out. If you set seedlings 
or mimplugs together in seed trays, the roots 
tan gl e with each other and so the plants get 
a shock when you prise them apart before 
planting them out. In these dark, gale- 
bowling days, that’s what I'm dreaming of: 
planting, planting, planting. Roll on spring. 


'The Seed Search ', compiled and edited fry 
Karen Platt, is available (£10.99 + £1.75 
p&p ) direct from Karen Platt at 35 Longficld 
Rd. Crookes. SheffieLlSlO IQW. The Tftiwg 
Plant Catalogue' is available from Mr 
Foihcrgill's, Kentford. Suffolk CBS 7QB 
(01638 552512). Order all Mr Fothergill’s 
young plants by 20 March. Speed plugs from 
Thompson & Morgan. R>plar lutne. Ipswich, 
Suffolk 1PS3BU (01473 68SS21 1 need to be 
ordered by 15 March. Young plants cun be 
ordered up to 15 April. Last orders for aunt 
of DoNes's petunias must be in by II 
March; for ageratum ‘Blue Mist' fry 4 Feb. 
Order a catalogue from Bmomhill 4 in'. 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 7Q H ’ l 01803 61688S). 
Suttons 'young plants are listed in their seed 
catalogue, from Hele Rd Torquay. Devon 
TQ2 7QJ <01803 6144551. Order ageratum 
‘Blue Haze’ by 5 Feb, lobelia 'White Lady' 
by 19 Feb. Plugs are available in a range of 
other annuals, including asters, antirrhinum, 
begonia, brachyzcome. gazania. helichrysum, 
geranium, impatiens. marigold and nicotiana. 
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STATION ROAD, YAXHAM, 
NORFOLK, NR191RD 

01362 694957 


HARDY FUSCHSIAS 

A collection of 10 
individually named 
varieties. 

Suitable for varied uses 
such as patio pots and 
flower borders. 
Delivery by 1st class post 
Feb - May £11 inc p&p 

PERSHORE 

PLANT RAISERS 

Pens ham, Perehore, 
Worcestershire WR10 3HB 


01386 554672 



GUARANTEE 


we uxtertre ourcamnWnertf to service, 
(frosty aid variety by oflertig Iwrive 
” Ts guarantees cl arrpiorits. 
hauefes defray. 


fSS 01245 326004 


hdUdesdetoiy. 

Vbuocn return vrihin Mdaysfarafii 
nsftfid or replacement K not 


24 hour credit card order service 


Hady GteKrtuns Offer, Blooms of 
Bresringhcm, Mai Order, Adrrxd 966 
(Bresringham), Dtefc Norfok IP222BR. 
We delver to cfl addresses h the UK. 
hdudra Northern Ireland. Offer 
subject lb avcactoity. 

wnammoiuiaoMM | In Un Ud i 




•„ Postcode: •_ 

1 1 endow crossed cheque/posfd order (oddessonback)farS 
I Card No: ! II I I I I I I I II M II I Fxrirv 


| Card No: j ) | | j | | j | | ( | | | | | | Expiry Dot©: | [ [ 
j Orders to: HARDY GERANIUMS OFFER. BLOOMS OF BRESSINGHAM, Mcfl 


I Ode r. Admqg 965®ressmgham). Diss, Norfolk. IP22 28R. 
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RNCH CONSERVATORIES LTD 

AWMT Holding PLC Co 

ENJOY ALL YEAR COMFOFTT AND SUN IN 

A FINCH CONSERVATORY 

DESIGNED TO SUIT YOUR HOME OR POOL 
AND BUDGET! 


Experienced staff cover the UK 
No Obligation FREE Survey 


No Obligation FREE Survey 
Interest Free Loans 

Freephone for brochure and Free Advice NOW! 

0800 378168 or 

FINCH, FREEPOST, SHEFFIELD S20 3GZ 
Members of the Conservatory Association 


Animal Welfare 



Instructions : 

feed weedkiller 
observe 
repeat .... 


A rubber hose was pushed down the 
throats of beagle puppies and they 
were fore© fad the weedkiller, 
eth ofu roesate in a UK laboratory. 


But this weedkiller had already been 
tested on animals and has been on the 
market for twenty years. 


Please help the National 
Anti- Vivisection Society stop animal 
experiments. We are calling for 
free d o m of information and the right to 
oppose experiments before they take 
place. Help us today: 


□ Please send me a FREE information pack 

□ I enclose a donation ro help the work of the 
National Anti-Vrvisecdon S&Sfcw . " • Jk 

□ £10 □ £15 □ flolSM&Odttr 

? •&{v& 5 k 

Please make cheques or postal orcfc% to 
NAVS . 


■ V. " _ ..‘.v 


Address: 
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Bestseller: petunia surfina ‘Pink vein* 


Photograph: Friedrich Strauss/ GPL 
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CUTTINGS 


The trouble with Agnes 


Next Saturday the Kew guide Eric 
Taylor will lead a Cooks Tour round 
the Royal Boianic Gardens at Kew, 
highlighting the unusual food plants 
that flourish in Kew’s hothouses. 
Bananas, coffee beans, tea plants and 
Caribbean star fruit all grow in the 
Palm House. Kew could also supply 
the highly nutritious durian fruit, 
native to Malaysia and Indonesia - if 
anybody ever wanted it. Usually they 
don’t, because it smells so terrible. 
Saturday's lour leaves from the 
Victoria Gate visitor centre at 
1 130am and will be repeated on . 
Wednesday 25 February. For details 
of other themed tours, contact Kew 
on 0181 332 5633. 


waste on no-hopers. My answer is an 
unequivocal “Yes". 


A little while ago I wrote about the 
‘Agnes' rose in our garden, which 
had had 15 years to get its act 
together and had failed miserably. I 
never saw a single one of its big, 
double, amber-yellow flowers, and 
finally dispatched the bush to the 
bonfire. Lavena Hawes bas the same 
problem. “My courtyard garden in 
central Cambridge Is packed with 
plants,” she writes. "I have about 15 
different roses, including the rugosa 
rose ‘Agnes'. She was planted in 
1986 in memory of my mother, next 
to ‘Mme Isaac Fereire' and ‘Alfred 
de Dalmas’. They flowered with gay 
abandon again this summer but 
‘Agnes’ has only ever had one bloom 
in the whole of her life. 

This year she had three buds, but 
they jusi turned brown and dropped 
off. So do I follow your example and 
give her a quiet burial? 1 haven't any 
room to plant her elsewhere." Space 
in a small garden is loo precious to 


Weekend breaks for gardeners are 
on offer at the The Swan Hotel, 
Soutfrwold, Suffolk, well within reach 
of some of the area’s finest gardens. 
During the weekend you can visit 
Mark Rumarys fine garden at 
Yoxford, a garden designed by 
Lanning Roper at Orford. and Lord 
and Lady Tollemache’s acres at 
Helmingham Hall. There will also be 
a champagne welcome at Michael 
Loftus's excellent nursery, Woottens 
of Wenhaston. For full details of this 
and other gardening breaks in July 
and September, contact Dudley 
Clarke at The Swan (01502 722186). 


boots and bamboo screens. '• 

Agriframes also sells spun 
polypropylene fleece, warm, 
permeable and translucent. Use it to ■ - 
protect die heads of bay trees or tree 
ferns during winter. Or set it over 
young seedlings to protect them from 
attack. A roll of fleece 40ft x 5ft costs | 
£1035. For a copy of the mail-order j 
catalogue, contact Agriframes at ; j 
Charlwoods Rd, East Grinstead, • . 
West Sussex RH19 2HG (01342 '• : j 

310000). \- 


Visiting gardens In France has never 
been easier, thanks to the Channel 
Tunnel. Within hours you could be 
wandering beside the newly planted 
ponds of the Manoir de Pontgirard, 
admiring the strictly regulated design 
of Mme Wirth's garden at Chateau de 
Brficy, swooning over the swaths of 
colour planted by Mme de Caipentier 
in the walled gardens at Chateau de 
Canon and checking out the fruit at 
the Jardins des Plantes in Rouen. 
Details of these and other Normandy 
gardens are available from the 
Normandy Tburist Board, Hie Old 
Bakery, Bath HiU, Keynsham, Bristol 
BS18 IHG (01179 860386). 


Agriframes made its name with 
metal arches, trellises, pergolas, 
bowers and fruit cages for gardeners, 
but its mail-order catalogue wanders 
much deeper into gardening territory. 
It offers tool lockers and tip bags. 


Marceline Siddons set up The 
Conservatory shortly after she had 'V 
finished her botany degree at - - • 
Cambridge. She wanted to supply not 
just conservatory plants, but also the 
right fcfad of advice on how best to 
grow them. So if a plant is a martyr to. 
red spider, she doesn't bide the fact. 
But if she thinks it is worth growing* j 
anyway, she’ll tell you that as well. 

The most recent catalogue prodneed *’’ 
by Ms Siddons and her husband, : 
Chris, lists nine different kinds of 1 
abutflon and five acacias. She also has ? „ 
maurandya, which I grew on the south] 
front of the house this summer. Tbo - : 
much leaf to flower was my verdict; - 
however, that might change if the 
plant were grown in a conservatory/-; / 
and kept dryer and hungrier. For * ]' ; 
enthusiasts, there are 13 different ■ 
kinds of citrus and 15 bougainvillaeas.; 

The Conservatory at Gomshail v 

Gallery, Gomshall, Surrey GU5 9LB h 
(01483 203019) is open Mon-Sat ' 
lOam-5 30pm and Sunday afternoons /’ 
from April to the end of September. 
Plants can also be sent by mail order. ■ ’ 
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Hay — take a load of this 
and remember summer 


No farmyard smell more 
powerfully evokes memories of 
summer than that of well-made 
hay. Fragrant and sweet, the scent 
seems to embody the heat that 
prevailed when the grass was cut, 
and the sleepy atmosphere of the 
days when it cooked under the 
blaze of the July sun. 


Our yard is full of hay now, because v<ie re- 
cently imported a load of bales to supple- 
ment our dwindling stocks. The consignment 
just finished was moderate to poor, the prod- 
uct of unsettled weather last July. Having 
cut the grass and watched it lie on the field 
for days, never quite drying out, the farmer 
had to bale it when he got the chance, be- 
fore more rain fell. In truth it was not quite 
ready - but it was a case of then or never. 

Hastily summoned, we drove out to col- 
lect our load from a field on the very edge 
of the Cotswold plateau. The wind was 
howling in from the west, and as we 
looked out over the plain, we could see an- 
other storm rushing in up the Bristol 
ChanneL 

It was therefore all hands to the hales - 
and a fearful weight they were. A good, dry 
bale weighs 401b or 501b. These were more 
like 751b - a nightmare to hoist above one's 
head - and the effort reminded me of an 
occasion, yeare ago, when we were unloading 
from a high-piled trailer. I was standing on 
the ground and looking the other way when 
Alan, the fellow up top, dropped a bale 


without warning, end-on on to my bead. 

The impact almost knocked me out. I 
felt my neck crunch down with the sudden 
weight, and for several seconds I was un- 
steady on my feet. What brought me 
round was rage, when I heard Alan exclaim, 
with interest rather than sympathy. “Cor. 
look - made ’im bloody stagger." 

Last year, when we gpt the damp hay 
home, we did not dare stack the bales at 
once, for fear they would combust spon- 
taneously. So we stood them all on end, with 
air between each one and its neighbours, 
and left them like that for three weeks. 


DUFF 
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The result was that they kept all right, 
and turned out reasonably palatable. Yet 
our new supply is markedly superior, not 
only in smell but also in texture. It came 
from a farm down the valley, where two 
brothers regularly make excellent hay 
from their fields on wbat can only be called 
the toes of the Cotswolds - the final low 
bumps, beyond the main escarpment, 
where the hills run down to the Severn plain. 

1 do not suppose the weather there is 
much better or worse than higher up. but 
the brothers, who are also builders, watch 
it cannily, dashing out in fine intervals be- 
tween other jobs to do whatever is needed 
- cut. scatter, row-up, turn and bale. 


Moreover, they have large, airy bams, which 
are ideal for storage. 

Their 1997 crop seems particularly 
good. It is meadow hay - a mixture of soft- 
ish grasses and wild flowers - rather than 
sped ally -grown rye grass, which is harder, 
and favoured by racehorse trainers because 
it contains less dusL An agreeable, biscuity 
light brown in colour, it is clearly much more 
delicious than the old. Sheep and horses 
are whacking into it, and our alpacas by no 
means turn up their delicate noses at it, 
clearly implying that it is better stuff than 
one gets on the Chilean altiplano. 

Nor is the value of the bale-stack to be 
measured in nutritional terms only. The 
chickens find it highly acceptable as a nest- 
ing site, and small children love mount- 
aineering on it in search of eggs. Rosie, our 
fluffiest cat, spends hours sitting* high up, 
lost in dreams of mice - so many hours, in 
fact, that when eventually she comes in- 
doors, she too smells deliciously of hay. 
Humans, also, have been known to lake 
root out there while they think things over. 

We tend to take hay for granted, and 
suppose that all farmers have made it since 
time immemorial. I therefore find it cur- 
ious to reflect that in southern Oman, with 
its baking climate, nobody had thought of 
trying to preserve fodder until the Special 
Air Service showed farmers how to do it 
during the campaigns of the Seventies. For 
centuries the locals had killed bull calves 
in infancy, knowing that after the monsoon 
rains they would have nothing to feed them 
on. The innovation revolutionised agri- 
culture in Dhofar. and remains one of the 
SAS's lasting memorials in the area. 



NATURE NOTE 


Most people probably chink of big cats 
as creatures of hot continents: lions 
belong in Africa, tigers in India. Yet 
European safari park owners have found 
that both species manage perfectly in a 
cold climate. Jimmy Chipperfield, who 
invented the safari park, and opened the 
first one at Longleat in 1966, was 
confident from his days as lion-trainer in 


the family's travelling circus that animals 
would quickly adapt to outdoor life - 
and experience proved him right The 
cats' answer is to grow magnificent for 
coats in winter. Thus armoured, lions 
and tigers happily spend the chilliest 
days outdoors, and need no special 
heating in their sleeping-quarters. All 
tigers love water. In India, during the 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


CLASSIFIED: INDEPENDENT TRADERS 


hot weather, they sit for hours in rivers 
or lakes, immersed up to their necks. 
Here, they have been known to break 
the ice on ponds to have a winter dip. 
Perhaps their secret is that (as some 
specialists believe) all tigers are 
descended from the Siberian strain - 
not only the largest, but also the best 
equipped for low temperatures. 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Advertisement 

Stairlifts Survive Storm 


As storms roared across Hie country this 
Christmas leaving pylons In thalr wake, 
thousands of homes ware hit by power cuts. 
For hundreds of elderly and disabled stairlrft 
users this meant that as wed as being without 
power supply they were also imprisoned 
downstairs as their stairfifts were inoperable 
until the supply could be restored which, for 
some people, meant days rather than hours, 
that is apart from people Ua Margaret Morris of 
Wales. 

. We were so anxious and worried about keeping 
: warpi and hunting out candles we hadn't given 
a thought about the stairiHt until bedtime whan 
nry husband said, Tdbetmr get some bedrfng 
, down, you'll have to steep down here love" - 
. "Why?" I said, “Because die stairtift won’t work 
will it' "Oh no' I replied, the thought of 
steeping on the sofa with the wind rattling the 
windows almost had me in tears, then I 
remembered what the surveyor from Acorn 


said when we chose the lift - “it win even work 
during power outs’, so ( sat on the lift and gave 
it a try, 1 pressed the sample joystick control and 
to my amazement the lift glided upstairs m the 
usual smooth way. Thank heavens' my 
husband said - "No, thank Acorn!" 

Chris Roper. Sales Director from Acorn said 
“We designed this lift to operate with D.C power 
for this very reason. Obviously if our customers 
refy on the 1 ft to ger upstairs every day. that 
reliability is even more important during 
distressing times Rite this. Most other stairfifts 
gzftd.co a halt during power failure sometimes 
leaving you stranded half way upstairs so 
anyone considering acquiring a stairth will be 
pleased to hear drat these are the only stairifts 
Acorn manufacture and install - one day all 
stairifts will be buih this way" . 

For more information on Acorn Sttudifts contact 
0800 19 19 19. 


v»VliL-.S.’V-4 



RAINBOW FIOWERS 

by POST fr 0171 

GUERNSEY 

for Birthdays, Thank You® 
and Anniversaries 


To advertise in 
this section please call 

John Beasley on 0171 293 2344 or 
Andrew Wharton on 0171 293 2323 


Arts & Crafts 


HIGH QUALITY 

SABLE & HOGS HAIR 

ARTISTS 

BRUSHES 
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'W NORMAL 
RETAIL PRICES 

DIRECT FROM 
THE ARTISTS 
WAREHOUSE 
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CARNATIONS MIXED COLOURS MIXED BOUQUET MIXED COLOURS 

CIO 10 Luxury £10.50 SM 10 Luxury Carnations & 

Clfi IS Luxury £14.00 15 Luxury Freesias £14.95 

C24 24 Luxury £16.85 

FREESIAS LM 15 Luxury Carnations & 

F20 20 ftsj £10.95 25 Luxury Freesias £18.95 

FL20 20 Luxury £12.95 LUXURY SEASONAL BOUQUETS 

FL30 30 Luxury £14.95 MS Medium £14.95 

FL50 50 Luxury £1795 LS large £17.95 

PLEASE ADD £1 FOR DECORATIVE RIBBON AND BOW. ADD £5 FOR 
EXPRESS AIRMAIL FOR EUROPE. CANADA AND USA i CARNATIONS ONLY) 



Unusual Gifts 


FREE 
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TO ORDER O 01481 723513 

All oeut flowers are carefully selected ud wrapped in cellophane then parked with 
fern, your message, flower food and vase life instructions. Deliver}' is by First Class 
Mail and usually takes 34 to 48 hours 


| Item required 

| Send to 


Ribbon & Bow □ | 

I 


I Message 

I Sender ■ 

I Address 

I Tel: Arrival Date 

I Plea-xe make cheques payable to: RAINBOW FLOWERS PO BOX 540. 

ST PETER " 


PORT. GUERNSEY GY1 6HG 


Classified Advertising 
also appears on ^ 
page 4. 


For Sales 


Ebr Sales 


DIRECT FROM SINCLAIR RESEARCH 


FOR YOUR EARS ONLY! 

The world's smallest 
VHF Radio. Only the size 
of a 1 0p coin, it's designed 
to fit discreetly in your ear 
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GAIN SAFE ACCESS TO 

EXTRA SR 


DOES SITTING MAKE YOUR BACK ACHE? 


| BACKFRIEND 


of 12 at these 
unbeatable low prices 


»Onfy through nepateting a bulk 
m quantity contract o! these superb 
' PREMIER SERIES artists bashes direct 
horn the manufacturer am we offer 
such EXCEPTIONALLY LOW PRICES - 
with no compromise onquafity! 

Perfect for professional, amatet* and 
Student artists, each ooUeafcn includes 
the most popular used (sizes. 


NOTE - CHECK lOCALDf - A SET OF FINE 
SABLE brushes of our quality can 
EASILY COST Cl 00 FUJSI 



fW und me Bnuh OSteatatei » 
nil SABLE oil HOGS HA* FUJ OB HOGS HW 
mu enmenow ado aJ» Mg- 

TWO COiiECnOWS OAArtteE POST FREE 
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From Sir Clive Sinclair, the 
master of innovation, comes an 
astonishing break-through in 
electronic minlatorisation - the 
new XI Button Radio. A receiver 
that is designed to flt snugly 
in your ear with state of the /Jru 
art circuitry that gives it a 
specification which will top 
radios many times its size. The 
result of years of research using 
original Sinclair technology the XI 
Radio is available exclusively by 
mail order (fired from Shite 
Research for only £10 l 



fts size has gone down - 
the technology has gone up 
The XI is totally hands free and 
has virtually no weight You can 
run, dance or pedal your bike 
without fear of the XI 
w getting in Die way. Us 
-SP”". unique sure-grip ear 
design will ensure it fits snugly and 
comfortably in your ear at all femes. 
Never again need you miss your 
favourite programme or FM sport 
broadcasts and updates. IdeaJ for aff 
locations, it can be discreetly used in 
your car, on the train, bus or while 
you're at work, without the person 
next to you being aware. 

You've never heard ttso good 
Powered by a tiny lithium ceSttie XI 
uses push button autoscan touch 
tuning as found on expensive car 
radios. Simply push the button to i 


THE AMAZING XI 
BUTTON RADIO ONLY 

£Q.50 

+P&P 

Key features of this 
marvel of technology: 
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ORDER BY PHONE OR POST 

Send CIO or £25 today to SJndaJr 


i . i r * -rrvr 


XI Button RatSo(sl complete with 
battery and a 30 day money back 
guarantee of satisfaction. 
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Motorised mud-wrestling 


You need high mud tolerance, a 
willingness to spend all day in 
second gear, and an ability to obey 
three rules. Eric Kendall goes 
four-wheel driving. 


Speed is exactly what off-road driving is not 
about “If you think you can take your brain 
out and put the boot in, you should try 
bumper cars, 71 was the gist of the briefing ses- 
sion. during which I learnt the three rules: 

1) always keep your thumbs in a “thumbs up" 
position while grasping the steering wheel; 

2) don’t touch the foot pedals unless specif- 
ically told to do so: 3) doc’t stick your arm 
out to brace yourself if the vehicle rolls. 

And you probably thought the ability to 
drive a car was going to be an advantage. 

The rules make sense when you start to 
appreciate what you’re in for: gripping 
thumbs can get broken by the spokes of the 
spinning steering-wheel as it kicks; indis- 
criminate use of the accelerator, brake and, 
most of alL, clutch pedal can have unusual ef- 
fects away horn Thrmac and. finally, the roll 
cage and harnesses are there to stop you be- 
ing crushed or falling out - any limb that is 
criHring out will snap off in a similar but mom 
serious way than the rhumbs in rule one. 

The only problem is that, like the rules, 
most of the practice of four-wheel-driving is 
counter-intuitive to anyone acquainted with 
driving on the road. Some of the mechani- 
cal differences are obvious: power is supplied 
to four rather than two wheels, and the tyres 
are big and chunky. 

But the hidden differences, such as the 
long engine stroke and hefty flywheel, mean 
that it’s practically impossible to stall the en- 
gine. Once in gear, that's where you leave 
it You certainly shouldn't slip the clutch, even 
as you slow to a halt; with the drum brakes 
full of water most of the time, the engine 
serves both forgoing and for stopping. 

It’s astonishing, and a mighty relief, the 
first time you by “first gear, no brakes” down 
a small cliff. It was only at the end of the day 
that I realised I hadn't once used the foot- 
brake going downhill - not even a dab. And 
these are iodines that would make Franz 
Klammer's hair curl. 


But you r ve got to get up there first. Mud, 
trees, troughs as deep as the vehide, rocks 
and pools of water, are all connected on the 
steep hillside by a track of sorts. 

Just powering all four wheels to provide 
traction isn't the whole story. A mixture of 
driving techniques is essential: exploiting the 
weight transfer from front to back, then for- 
ward again by punching the accelerator; read- 
ing the terrain to ride over obstacles such as 
slippery rocks and roots before bringing the 
power back on; using the steering to rock the 
vebide from side to side, increasing grip al- 
ternately from left to right. It may sound im- 
probable when they describe it to you, but 
it works. 

The driving sensation is direct and phys- 
ical Unless you’ve got power steering, the 
wheel takes some turning, and when it kicks 
(thumbs up) as you drop into a big rut, there's 
no question of stopping it. The ride is as you 
would expect, only worse - lurching and 
rolling, with the occasional bang from below 
as the vehicle “bellies out”. 

Progress, both across the ground and in dri- 
ving technique, comes by degrees. The vari- 
ous stages, from Mickey Mouse and the 
Graveyard Run, to Shooters Alley, the Stump 
Run and Figure Eight higher up the hill, get 
ever harder. Each one mixes new tests together 
in a tighter area, with less breathing space - 
a confidence-building way to learn. By the time 
Td knocked over a small tree half-way through 
the afternoon, I felt in total control, master 
of my machine and the environment (a 
sa p lin g is planted for every tree mown down). 

I knew I was ready for the Dragon’s Back, 
the final trail which blends insane drops with 
tight turns, obstacles and deep water, nev- 
er allowing a moment's slack. By the third 
tim e round without a stutter, 1 was really en- 
joying myself, and Fd devised my own off- 
road driving rules: trust the instructor, Lrust 
the machine, and trust your thumbs to do as 
they’re told. 


brake was used - 1 got just enough downward 
force on the pedal by bracing my knee un- 
der the steering-wheel for extra leverage. 

Modem-day four-wheel-drives are a dif- 
ferent story, though for serious off-roading, 
early Land Rover models have a strong fol- 
lowing, due in part to the use of bodywork 
in tight manoeuvres. Based on extreme 
London parking techniques, this involves us- 
ing every comer of the vehicle to contact ob- 
stacles when necessary, levering round trees, 
using the side of the vehide as a pivot. 

Learning about how a four-wheel-drive 
works and confident calk of “diff locks" and 
“transmission wind-up” is, for many, a less 
appealing aspect of the subject. In practice, 
having enough theory to understand how the 
machine transmits its power to the ground 
under varying conditions is fundamental - 
and doesn’t require prior knowledge of, or 
even interest in, motor sport. 


The hardware 

“Ergonomics" wasn’t in the dictionary when 
they built the Series One Land Rover; 
whatever the technical reasons for minimal 
use of the pedals, they’re such hard work that 
you won’t feel inclined to use them at alL On 
very steep stall-starts - the only time the foot- 


Courses 

Unless you want to bring your own 4x4, all 
you need for a day's off-roading are old 
clothes, waterproof jacket and trousers, 
boots, and a high mud tolerance. The best 
machines have no windscreen or windows, 
so be prepared for the elements. In dry sum- 
mer conditions, dust and (surprisingly) re- 
duced control are major factors. It’s 
extremely unlikely that driving will ever be 
cancelled owing to weather conditions: when 
off-road, adverse equals better. Whatever the 
time of year, you'll spend all day never get- 
ting out of second gear. 

One-day introductions to off-roading at 
the Baskervihe Challenge in Herefordshire 
are available through Acorn Activities (01432 
830083) who can provide a complete pack- 
age including accommodation nearby. They 
also have off-road locations in Shropshire and 
Whies. A more serious two-day course for pro- 
fessional four-wheel-drive users such as 
mountain rescue, police and fire services is 
also available. (My thanks to Don Clarke, se- 
nior instructor at the Baskerville Challenge, 
and his 1952 Series One 80-inch wheelbase 
Land Rover.) The Land Rover Experience 
(0121 7004619), based on a track at the Soli- 
hull Land Rover factory, offers courses at var- 
ious levels for recreational and specialist 
professional drivers. 



King off the road: the minimalist Land Rover soaks up mud and trees with ease 


Photograph: Penny Kehdafi 
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WILLIAM HARTSTON 

THE SUBLIME UNUSELESSNESS OF CHINDOGU 


PANDORA MELLY 
GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Have you ever wondered bow to utilise 
the energy of crawling babies? Or how 
to improve a companion’s accuracy in 
scratching your back? Or how to deal 
with the problem of noodles that are 
too hot? 

If you have ever worried about such 
things, and particularly if you have 
worried about them enough to come 
up with a solution, but above all if that 
solution is inherently totally 
impractical, then you could easily have 
all the qualifications to master the 
oriental art of Chindogu. 

The term - it means “strange tools" 
- was coined by the Japanese inventor 
and humourist Kenji Kawakami, 
whose book 101 Unuseless Inventions 
was published in 1995 and followed, 
two years later, by 99 More Unuseless 
Japanese Inventions. The concept of 
Unusefulness is central to the spirit of 
Chindogu. To qualify, an invention 
must be seen as a solution to a real 
problem, yet must, at some level, be so 


deepfy flawed that it is as near useless 
as makes no difference. 

Like the cleaning pads that may be 
attached to a baby’s limbs so that it 
polishes the floor as it learns to crawl; 
or the back-scratcher’s t-shirt, which 
has a grid marked on the back so that 
instead of saying up-a-bit, left-a-bit, 
the scratchee can, on being told the 
coordinates of the scratcher’s fingertip, 
direct him or her to the precise 
location of the itch; or the small fan 
that may be attached to a chopstick in 
order to cool noodles on their way 
from plate to mouth. 

While Chindogu have been slow to 
gain great popularity in Japan, they 
have attained cult status in America 
and become widely admired in 
Germany. There are now some 10,000 
members of the International 
Chindogu Society, which may be found 
on the Internet at this address: http:// 
www.pitt .edu/— ctnst3/chindogu .hlml 
where there are also 10 examples of 


the art, complete with photographs. "If 
you join now,” the page tells us, “the 
$10 membership fee is waved (sic), but 
you must provide a chindogu idea. 
(Don’t worry about anyone ‘steeling’ 
your idea. If it is worth steeling, then 
it’s not chindogu!)” Unbad spelling is 
also evidently not part of Chindogu. 

The Society spells out the Ten 
Tenets of Chindogu, which together 
define the art: 

1) A Chindogu cannot be for real 
use: it is fundamental to the spirit of 
Chindogu that inventions must, from a 
practical point of view, be almost 
completely useless. 

2) A Chindogu must exist: a 
concept is not enough; you must bave 
made iL “In order to be useless, it 
must first be." 

3) Inherent in every Chindogu is 
the spirit of anarchy: they represent 
freedom of thought and action, broken 
free from the chains of usefulness. 

4) Chindogu are tools for everyday 


life: not specialised or technical 
inventions. 

5) Chindogu are not for sale: even 
for a joke - if you accept money for 
one, you surrender your purity. 

6) Humour must not be the sole 
reason for producing a Chindogu: 
humour is the by-product of a 
problem-solving activity. 

7) Chindogu is not propaganda: 
they are made to be used, even though 
they cannot be used. They are not a 
comment on society. 

8) Chindogu are never taboo. No 
cheap sexual innuendo. 

9) Chindogu cannot be patented: 
they are offerings to the world. 

10) Chindogu arc without 
prejudice: for young and old. male and 
female, of all races and religions. 

Ideas for Chindogu will be welcome 
at: Chindogu. Saturday Games, The 
Independent , 1 Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London EI4 5DL. No prizes, 
but we'll publish those we like best. 


Helen Storey, 38, designer 
Kate Storey, 36, biologist. 


We had two brothers, so there would be 
times when maybe the boys would play 
together, or we’d play with the boys. There 
was a lot of fighting, which is normal when 
you have four children in a very small flat 

Pillow-fights happened quite often, and 
we were occasionally given toys which 
would last for a bit and then break. We 
were given bows and arrows, so around 
Easter-time we were all Red Indians. 

We also enjoyed scaring each other 
shitless by playing hide-and-seek. The flat 
was in a very dark Victorian villa in Belsize 
Park, so there were plenty of places to hide. 
You hid in the coat-rack with your feet in 
the Wellington boots and waited until one 
of your siblings went past on their way to 
the lavatoiy. That was quite popular. 

The two of us bad a ridiculous game 
which we used to play when we were about 
10 or 11. It was called boarding-schools. 

We knew some people who went to 


boarding' school. They slept there and th% 
had another life. We thought that whatyou 
did at boarding school was ride horses all . 
day and do anything you liked. 

We would pretend we had horses when 
we went on our obligatory walks on 
Hampstead Heath every Sunday. We’d 
canter off into the distance; then we’d go 
into tbebushes and have one of those 
strange conversations about being in a 
boarding school. Our imaginary boarding ' 
school had a lot to do with freedom; a 
place where we could organise things 
ourselves and be left to our own devices, 
but obviously our parents were quite 
nearby. Occasionally we got into trouble. 
Ws’d often run into the kinds of men in 
bushes who wear raincoats. That shocked 
us, and eventually put an end to our 
boarding-school game. 


Helen Storey’s acclaimed autobiography 
'Fighting Fashion' is published by Faber & 
Faber, price £25 (hardback), £1199 
(softback). 
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Black playing first, ending 
with White giving mate. 

It looked a tough one to 
crack, but before I had a 
chance to become engrossed 
in it, the Colonel set up 
another position on an 
adjacent board. 


Nol 3510 Saturday 17 January 
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North-South game; dealer South 


North 

♦ 3 

^09864 
0 K 7 6 5 

♦ Q 107 




My old friend and colleague 
Colonel Walter Folhill drew 
my attention to today’s 
position which, he tells me, he 
first encountered when he led 
Polhill’s XI on a chess tour of 
South Africa in the early 50s. 

“We’d scarcely disembarked 
from the boat," the Colonel 
said, “when some chappie 
came up to us with a chess set 
and set up the position in the 
diagram above. Said it was a 
game from the South African 
championship. Black to 
move.” 

I glanced at the position 
and expressed some 
puzzlement. Black just moves 
his knight anywhere at all and 
it’s mate. 

“Ah," Fo lhill explained, 

“you don’t understand the 
South Africans. At that time it 
was forbidden for Black to 
win. No, it was White who 
won the game - and in just 
seven moves." 

I suggested that Black must 
have just shuffled around, 
refusing to give mate, and 
then resigned, but Folhill said 
not: “Too patronising, old boy. 
No, the game must end in 
mate. Seven moves each. 
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West 

♦ 876 
V5 
03 

♦ K J 9 8 6 4 3 2 


East 

♦AJ 109 5 4 
«?3 2 

OQJ109 

♦5 


South 

♦ 3 

S?643 
0A 9 85 3 
♦AQ74 


I asked whether White had 
won this one, loo - thinking 
that I was making a joke, but 
the colonel assured me that 
he had — and a g a i n in just 
seven moves each, with Black 
moving first. “Damn clever, 
these South Africans," he 
said. “Been playing by their 
own, White-always-wins, rules 
for so long, that they can 
always find a way, if there is 
one. It’s an art form sadly lost 
in the modern world." 

But before he could explain 
how either game had ended, 
he made his excuses and left 
Ferhaps you can work out the 
moves. 

Answers: A) li4 h8=N 2J3 
Ng6 3ixg6 gS-B 4.g5 Be6 
5.dxe6 d7 6.Kc7 bS=R 7.e5 
d8-Q mate. B) l.al=Q+ 

Kc2 2,Qe5 Kbl 3.Qb5axb5 
4.el=Bb6 5.fl=Rb7 6.Kf2 
bS=Q 7.gl=N Qh2 mate. 




DOWN 


Spoke indistinctly (8) 
Fruits of the may tree 


5 Fruits of the may tree (4) 

9 Muslim leaders (5) 

10 Carrion-eating biro (7) 

11 Temperature-controlled 
switch (10) 

14 Disrespectful to superi- 
ors (13) 

16 Driving force (10) 

20 African country (7) 

21 Cunning (5) 

22 Record (4) 

23 Troublemaker (8) 


Uphold (8) 
Journey across (8) 


Surrey racecourse (5) 

4 Attempting to overhear 
conversation (13) 

6 Fit of fever (4) 

7 Appear (4) 

8 Caustic chemical (6) 

12 Advocate of non-vio- 
lence (8) 

13 Santa's draught animals 
15 Vedious(6) 


tedious (6) 


17 Of pale colour (5) 
IS Aid (4) 


IS Aid (4) 
19 Snare (4) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Force, 4 Tar (Four-star), 7 Iris, 8 Tentacle, 9 Con- 
gratulate, 10 Closer, 13 Locker, 15 Swimming bath, 19 Lip- 
stick, 20 Arid, 21 Gin, 22 Dwell. DOWN: 1 Forgo, 2 Resigns, 
3 Extra, 4 Tiara, 5 Relieve, 6 Annual, 11 Lasting. 12 Remain. 
14 Cabbage, 16 Ibsen,! 7 Naked, 18 Trial. 
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When you hold a hand such as South's on this deal, 
you may have a problem with your opening bid. but 
what you do not expect is the full orchestra striking 
up. 

South opened One Heart, West pre-empted with 
Four Cute and, under pressure, North decided to 
compete with Four Hearts. Not one to be excluded 
from the act. East was there with Four Spades and 
South jumped to Six Hearts. West considered a sacrifice, 
in spades (which would have cost 1,100 points) but 
decided to pass. 

West led +8 against Six Hearts and, after taking his 
ace, East returned his singleton dub. Now South was 
able to claim, explaining that he was drawing trumps 
and throwing two diamonds from dummy on ♦ K.Q. 

This cost East-West 1,430 points and East was mildly 
irritated that his partner had not saved. West, however, 
remained unapologetic, for he had studied the full 
hand. We can defeat Six Hearts," he claimed. 

"Rubbish," replied his partner politely. 

Well, who was right? 

It was the inoffensive West whose analysis was more 
accurate. Suppose that East had withheld his SA at 
trick one. It would have been a play that could easily 
have been wrong but, as the cards lie, although South 
does not lose a spade trick, he cannot escape two 
diamond lasers. 
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Despite its importance, there have been very ferw books 
devoted purely to the topic of doubling. T\vo books 
were published in 1982. If you ever come across a copy 
of Dynamic Cube Strategies by Gaby Horowitz and 
Bruce Roman my advice would be to tread warily, . 
much of its content having been shown to be flawed. • 
The second book was in an altogether different 
and is still excellent reading if you can find a copy. It is 
The Doubting Cube in Backgammon - VoL 1 by Jeff ■_ 
Ward. Intended originally as the first in a multi- volume 
set. it sets out very dearly the basics of doubling and 
redoubling, including the maths for those who want to ?. 
delve that deep, and examines racing doubles in great ~ 
depth. Ward's refinement of the Thorpe Count, known 
not unsurprisingly as the Ward Count is well worth- 
knowing. It is a great shame he never found time to : 
write the subsequent volumes. ' 

A new book Backgammon : Winning with the 
Doubling Cube by Peter Bell has just been published by 
the Gammon Press. While more verbose than Ward's 
tome and despite some of the prose being somewhat } - „ 
transatlantic, it summarises in 200 pages, the basics of 
doubling. It looks at doubling cube fundamentals, when 
and when not to double, how to evaluate winning 
chances, when to take, the psychology of doubling, hid i. 


it provides a number of benchmark positions for typical 
game types. It also looks at how to change your play df' v 
the men depending upon who owns the cube, and A - 
indudes some amusing anecdotes to illustrate points : 
made in the text. ‘ M ~ 

Bell also looks at the difficult problem of evaluating^, . 
blitzes, backgaxnes and prime v prime positions by thqV 
use of formulae. These formulae are as yet unproved, ! : 
but in the complex world of doubling something is : V 
better than nothing and they are certainly a step - . r . 
forward. At tunes, the book goes a little fast for my; • . V . 
liking but if you are going to cover-foe doubling cube inr 
a short book then there will have to be some elemeirts A 
that can only be touched on lightly. At $30 plus $12- . 
postage and packing this is not cheap, but if you are l 

serious about improving and want to gain a better ' -- 
understanding of doubling cube theory then the ' - ' ' 
investment is worthwhile. Like an backgammon books j; 
it will take several readings to get the best out of it and.-, 
then will come the most difficult part: putting info ; 7|; 
practice what yon have learnt Gammon Press, PO ifore 
294. Arlington MA 02174, USA. Tfcfc 001-617^641-2091^ 

l — -«r <£* 
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What did you 
think of chapter 3? 


You may have read a book - but you 
haven't experienced it to the full until 
you've discussed it with another reader. 
Or so say members of the increasingly 
popular readers’ groups. 

Mike Higgins reports. 

“A masterpiece that moves faster than the speed 
of thought," the New Jork Times said of Neuro- 
mancer. The Observer described its author, William 
Gibson, as “the Raymond Chandler of SF\ But 
“Cyber-wank,” reckons Sarah Rogers, of the Earls 
Court Waterstone’s Book Discussion Group. 

Few other members of the group are as 
forthright as the 51 -year-old textile conservator, 
but the American writer’s novel is nevertheless 
getting an old-fashioned panning. Even Martin, 
a sci-fi fan, is left cold after a dip in Gibson’s 
hyper -noir. 

The group is nothing if not thorough. Back in 
November, science fiction had been agreed 
upon as the genre for January’s meeting, and 
the book club organiser. Jack Noe, assistant 
manager at Whterstone’s, drew up a short list of 
half-a-dozen novels. December’s meeting came, 
and the group voted that Neuromancer would be 
read in preparation for tonight's discussion. 

With such diligence behind them, and two 
hours in Whterstone’s ahead, the group seems to 
feel it would be churlish, not to mention wasting 
a journey, to dismiss a seminal piece of 
contemporary literature out of hand. 

So David, a sixtysomething economist, 
reflects graciously on the glossary of techno 
terms Gibson has coined, and Alasdair, a 31- 
year-old advertising account manager, admits 
that Neuromancer s descriptive passages have 
their visionary moments. Ironically, it’s Jack 
Noe who has got the least time for Gibson. 

The home of the reading, or book discussion 
group* is America. It is estimated that well over a 
million groups thrive in bookshops, libraries and 
homes across the States, offering the avid reader 
not just general literature but specialist material 
in granps that may concentrate solely, for 
example, on politics or mystery fiction. 

. ' Reading groups, formally at least, have yet to 
take a big hold in the UK. Concerted efforts to 
promote them seem to centre on the north, 
where Bradford Libraries lead the way. As well 
as offering a varied programme of reading 
groups, they also publish a guide to finding “a 
good read”, Opening the Book. Yet in London, 
when we asked various libraries, publishers and 
arts institutions about readers' groups they 
expressed regret that they had little information, 
concluding that “something ought to be done”, i 
The 12 members of the Earls Court 
Waterstone's group all looked as though they 
couldn't wait to get to the meeting and let rip. 
“The frustration of reading a realty good book is \ 
being unable to talk to others about it because j 
they haven't read it,” says AJasdair. 

If anything unites the group, ir's this thirst for 
“a good read” - a desire Jack underestimated 
when he first established the group in the 
summer of 1996. “Attendance was really erratic 
the first year." he remembers. “The mailing list 
was really local, and we ended up having 15 
people one month and three the next. So we 
readvertised in Time Out and got a big response. 
It’s better now, because we’ve got people from 
all over London.” 

Whterstone's, by way of response, charges no 
membership fee, laying on nibbles and a few 
bottles of wine as well. 

Surety, though, a discussion in a large 
working bookshop is a poor second to a private 
readers' group in the comfort of someone’s 
home? Not according to AJasdair, who tried and 
failed to set up a private readers’ group himselL 
or indeed Geraldine Kelley: “I have friends in 
private book clubs who said that they’ d prefer to 
I come to this." she laughs. “Home meetings tend 
to be a group of friends gossiping and worrying 
about what food they're going to prepare - they 
get off the real point of the meeting." 

Not that there aren't digressions tonighL 
Gibson’s jargon- littered narrative has induced 
group future-shock, and everyone soon tires of 
attempting to unravel the labyrinthine plot 
Instead, the discussion ambles into related 
areas; definitions of cyberspace; where Gibson 
stands in relation to Huxley and Orwell; sci-fi's 
doubtful universal appeal. The exchanges are 
amiable, free of any self-consciousness and 
from a group apparently dumbfounded by their 
chosen text, sustained without much recourse to 
Jack Noe for direction. 

Rjr Alasdair, though, consensus is not the 
point of the evening. “When everybody either 
bates or loves a book, then the discussion is a bit 

limited -Chekhov everybody loved, and 

tonight's book everybody hated It's good if 
there’s an antagonist in the group." 

The healthy appetite for differences in 
opinion is reflected in what Jack Noe sees as the 
typical motivations of those attending readers 
groups; to read more, and also more widely. 
“'Usually you read what you’re inierestedjn. and 
you don’t go outside that particular area, says 
Nick, a 29-year-old pianist. “But each month we 
have a different subject. For instance, it s Indian 
writing nest month, something I’ve never read in 
my life. It also focuses you - you have to read 
the book in four weeks.” 

The group buys each month's selection from 
Jack at a 10 per cent discount - next up is Heat 
and Dust by Ruth Prawer Jhabvala - and he 
insists that the club is not realty about shifting 
books: “It’s about customer relations, because 
they get to know and hopefully trust my 
recommendations. It gives the shop a personal 
element.” __ 

Meanwhile, Fiona Woods, a 26-year-old IT 
assistant, typifies the enthusiasm of the group: 
“When you read a realty good book, you almost 
want to broadcast the fact. Sometimes talking ^ 
about ii is eves more enjoyable than reading n. 

WaterstoneX 266 Earls Court Road, London SIV5 
(0171-370 1616). Robert Walters at Bradford 
Libraries (0S274 75$ 666) 



Brief encounter with shifting sands 


MAKING 



TRACKS 


Continuing his series on great short 
railway journeys, Matthew Brace enjoys a 
nostalgic trip around Morecarnbe Bay on 
a scenic line to the Lakelands. 


If Celia Johnson and Trevor Howard could see 
Camforth station today they would weep even more 
than they did when filming the famous steam scene 
there in Brie]' Encounter in 1945. The limestone walls 
are moss-covered and crumbling. The paint in the 
abandoned booking office has peeled away - in 
some places so badty as to reveal the original bricks 
under years of plaster. The only light relief is of- 
fered by the graffiti, which are touchingly innocent 
in their lack of swear words. “Kerry D is fit. by 
Phillie,” reads one, written perhaps after a mod- 
ern-day brief encounter between two teenagers. 

The two-sided station clock looks as if it might 
have survived since the film was released. It hangs 
precariously from wires, like an over-sized wrist - 
watch with a threadbare strap that could snap at 
any moment. One side told me it was 3.20. the 
other a minute past two. Neither was right. 

From the platform you can see Steamtown. a 
museum that houses a fine collection of steam lo- 
comotives. It looked as though it would have been 
worth a visit, had 1 been able to find the way in. 

1 think I found the spot where Johnson and 
Howard left the station cafe and walked across 
the platform enveloped in locomotive steam. Bui 
all remnants of a cafe are long gone: the windows 
and doors have been boarded up and broken into 
and boarded up again, and only the leaking gut- 
ters and metal skeletons of signs creaking in the 
wind break the silence. It was spooky, and I was 
glad of some company, even if it was a gang of 
excitable schoolboys with tics at half-mast. 

The one excellent reason for coming to this 
forlorn little station in north Lancashire is that 


the Barrow-in-Furness trains come through 
here on the branch line from Preston, heading 
for the Lakes. The 16-mile stretch from Cam- 
forth to the gentrified holiday resort of Grange- 
over-Sands follows the stunning coastline as it 
curves round the head of Morecarnbe Bay. When 
the track was first laid in 1867, wealthy busi- 
nessmen from Lancashire and Yorkshire built el- 
egant homes in Grange and commuted to 
Preston or Lancaster along this picturesque route. 

Camforth sits almost an the Irish Sea coast, 
and as my train pulled out north across Warton 
Sands 1 found it hard to distinguish between land 
and sea. Mudflats that looked like the boggy lim- 
its of a nature reserve at low tide would be cov- 
ered with water in a few hours. Our two-carriage 
train skimmed the tops of the reed beds. After 
the hamlet of Crag Foot we passed between small, 
wooded knolls and mist-wrapped villages that 
might have graced any of C S Lewis’s Narnia sto- 
ries. Even the names sounded right - Silverdale, 


Waterslack, Araside, Middlebarrow Wood. 

In the cold winter light the bay looked like a 
sheet of steel. We crossed the estuary of the riv- 
er Kent on a viaduct. I watched Holme Island, 
farther west along the coast towards Grange, rise 
up out of the sea haze like Atlantis. Just beyond 
the track sleepers, rivulets in the mud snaked away 
towards the sea. Grange station is a little way past 
Holme Island and a set of rocks called Seldom 
Seen - which need renaming, because they have 
been uncovered for the last 20 years. The town 
fits invitingly into a deft below the cliffs. Look- 
ing out to sea at low tide from the platform, the 
shoreline seems miles away and the sand looks 
solid enough, but these flats are treacherous. 

Before the coming of the railway, the only way 
to get from Morecarnbe to Grange was over the 
sands (hence the name). I learnt from an excellent 
guidebook, written and produced by the children 
of Grange Chinch of England primary school, that 
whereas some travellers waited for a boat at high 



tide, others braved it in a horse and carriage- A 
coachman would stand up high on the back of the 
carriage as a look-out, scouring the ground ahead 
for hidden channels and patches of deadly quick- 
sand that lurked under the surface. It may sound 
dangerous, but the alternative was to risk being 
robbed by highwaymen along the road to the north. 
Today there is a footpath marked on the Ordnance 
Survey map right across the sands. It gives a red 
warning to anyone thinking of going for a stroll: 
“Public rights of way across Morecarnbe Bay can 
be dangerous. Seek local guidance.” Seeking ur- 
gent psychiatric help might be more appropriate. 
The mud has claimed lives in the past. 

A more leisurely way of enjoying Grange is to 
spend a while examining the station. It is a gem. 
A £500,000 refurbishment has returned the Grade 
II feted buildings to their former glory, and the Rafl- 
way Heritage Trust recently honoured it as one of 
the top three stations in the country. It has survived 
two world wars, nationalisation and privatisation, 
almost unscathed. The town clerk. Frank Brooks, 
is proud of these achievements. “We fought a long 
battle to get it looking like this, ” he told me, as he 
rushed around the town hall placing name-plates 
for a council meeting. “Rail track wanted to make 
it single-line but we said no, this is a tourist destin- 
ation and you can’t do that, and we won." 

This is not the end of the line. You can lake trains 
on from here to U1 version and Barrow-in-Furness, 
but for thousands of tourists each year. Grange and 
its surrounding countryside is magic enough. 

On the footplate 

When to go: open all year round (check with 
tourist office for sand walks) 

How much: Preston to Grange-over-Sands via 
Camforth day return. £6.80 adults, £3.40 for chil- 
dren aged five to 15. 

Information: North Western trains on 0345 
484950 or 0161 228 5906 (cycle information), or 
0161 228 5907 (facilities for the disabled), and 
Grange Tourist office on 015395 34026. 


At the head of Morecombe Bay: 
view over the River Kent (top); 
Amside station (above) 

Photographs' Tom Prfston 


THE INDEPENDENT 


What, when, where . . . 


Feeling peckish after Christmas? Go wild 
at the Great British Pudding Festival, 
held at the Three Ways House Hole! in 
Mickleion. Those who take their 
puddings really seriously can stay in ihe 
Spotted Dick and Custard bedroom 
(booking essential! and feast themselves 
at the Pudding Parade of seven 
puddings, including one mysteriously 
known as “Lord Randall". 


And if you're still ambulant the 
following day, you can join in a Cotswold 
ramble to work up an app>.riie for Lhe next 
pudding event. 

The Great British Pudding Festival is held 
between In and 30 January at the Three 
Ways House Hotel Mickleion. Chipping 
Cantpden. Gloucestershire (01386 -438-129). 

Sally Kind berg 



m 
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Freesias make wonderful cut flowers so why 
not grow your own? 

The specially treated bulbs offered In this 
lovely little collection mean that you can plant 
your Freesias in a cold greenhouse in March 
or outdoors in ApriL 

All the bulbs are supplied with cultural 
Instructions in February. 

Our collection consists of 4*0* /I J* 

25 Single and 25 Double 

Flowering Freesias. iodi*ni*p&p^ 


RING 0161 431 6431 Credit Card Hotline 
IMPORTANT^ Quote 'IND 034* when ordering. 
OR Complete dae coupon quoting your 
Masiercvdi'Visa number or send witS crossed 
cbeque/posul orders. 

NO CASH PLEASE. 

TO: Tho Independent Reads Oflet P0 Box 64. 
South West Htirfct Office, ManebestBt M16 3HY 


Chipr; 

Camr 


SEND TDr Tie MsjMdat Free* Uk 

Swab 3hsttfabkl0lte».1tiiHismw. Hill OTf 

Km 

Pl£ASE SBffl HE 1 (factfe) of Freest* © £5.95 eaefi 

ImteeirnyclKW/PONa value £ crossed 4 rode 

Addas 

pBjrate to Newspaper FuHmng «D 034 (vim SkUbssoi tack Dfeafl). 


Or n«W my MaseranfiVEA account Dy boom E 


nrmr 1 1 1 m i rrm 

ta* 0 * Sg*l 6fl*yn*... 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 17 |ANUARY l^Og 

(4 ■ 


14/RACING 


C 


ASCOT 


1.15 Ever Blessed 
1.45 Oban 
2.20 Lord Dorcet 


HYPERION 

2.55 Kurakka 
3.25 Dr Leunt 

3.55 NEW INN (nap) 


tn Ppe e represented py Fartadet V. success! J at victiy r August and in Dam outings 
snco tomg Pipe: at Uttorater and over todays hp at Pfgmpton. No Gimmicks scared 
by 36 lengths al Martel Rosen in November and had the rest wel beaten when hndng 
Ardonan a axpte ol lengths too good at Wetherbv Selection: RCTi'AL TOAST 


GOING: Salt |He®#y to pteras on hurcfes course) 

• Right-hand course with tesxg upttf finch. 

• Course e near function of A329 and A330 Access from M3 lJunc 3} and M4 (June 6). 
RaBway strtfon actions course. ADMISSION: Members £15 (JuiWiS 15-25 years, half 
price]: Grandstand & Paddock £TO. Shrer Rng E5 GAR PARK: Nah l Z S 3 £A rest free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: 0 Nicholson — * wvtrws from 68 turns gives a success ra- 
tio of 232%: M Pipe 13 from 57 (223*1; N Henderson B tram M r&5%): N TWeton- 
Daviee Q tram 86 (U6%i. 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 24 wra ton 87 naas gvu a success rata at 2732%; 
R Dunwoody 22 tram TM fB3%); M A RlzgeraW « ton 1M (B8%); P Hide 8 from 88 (tt2%) 

• FAVOURITES: T27 vma m 335 races 1379%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIIC: Hath* House {3551. 


AThctoon 


UAFtagertid 
2nd preference 

.... R Johnson 

. .GBredtoy 
.NUffBerason 


THTEI VICTOR CHANDLER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS iRRCl 
1 - 1 ° 1 D) £5,000 added 2m 41 Penalty Value £3,778 ' 


1 1311 BWFM£TV(FR](39)(D)(CM.BJ&RFB«BftiarnllMfSp85t18 J Lower 

&wiBtfo5anflntfnwtW('totoc».'aft^3l»^emera«ffwic9p 

2 catZS IKHtlS FLUTTER ffS)®F)WIMftny)Da»Olh9B 8 Dflnfcy 

Yafcw.da* green ftoop and amfefc irtedc cap 

} 33-E NOGI#MCKS(<2)f>fchnSfiilteUtS JFJzt3waW61l 4 LWyer 

Da* owa yetovepaJet. chamns on shews, red cap 

i 4-1 BOWL TOAST pq IMS C Edw ads] N He nderson 6 n 4 MARzgemld 

Bage and cfert green eftarwoefc, ctek green (ta 

5 WJU BRUSH WTTH FAME (21} iJ 5 BGbasii Sons] P Hobbs 6 TlO GTbrmoy 

Aapta. emtotf ukw cfwora; pup* drew. Otoe cap. omened peen ti» 

6 06 BUCK BOARD (62) (R Braangtoi) R Braangtan B Tl 0 RMauey{3) 

Brow. goUtiwes and cap wth jot hoop 

7 CW EVER BLESSED |21) (The Ever *3»d ftatoatiip) Itos J Pitnwi 6 ft 0 — A P McCoy 

Stock. oange ctawoa hooped states 

8 OM ICKFORO OKEY (57) [P J Ucrtioi) C Mcxtock 6 11 0 .CUswtiyn 

Red. beige stripe, bbek cap 

9 22-024 MARBLE CITY {») (M C Denmark) M Mman 5110 JI Dunwoody 

Sac*. aneratfgrem cmsstals 

O 2 PCS CHUBS! (107) (Mre M E Turar) D Timer 6 H0-. A Thornton 

tefcw. Oteksteaes, da* green cap 

n POWER DON (F518) (F Cobr) F Colon 5 Tt 0. Ur N Kant 

Red *hta rtaiAfa® and states. Nub cap 

O 403 PROCEED (17) lGTRa*n(»)JG*tKde no PHfcte 

ftapfa ospgetoeps. (**&» shnmarxicep 

q two TIRLEY GALE (43) (DmB SmflfiJ J Snttfi 11 D LCumrtM(S) 


a AC MAR LODGE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) RRC1 
llzZJ £12.000 2m 3f 110yds Penalty Value £8.216 I.T 1 

1 3WU SUPSl TACIKS pi) |p) (BF)|Htf Perryt B A*w On » 

Green. sash ana amka, gofc/«j wto hooped cap 

2 31 POP GOLDEN SPINNER (91) (D) (Sr PderMIaiN Henderson H fi 2 

taroon. track cress-fete, hcqwdafeevEs. yu&endcao 

3 3TI-4P TERAO (63) (D) (B A Klpatm] M Ape E tt O . 

£m«W greeA xadarnocpM siww! »a cap 

4 3-P0G2 KADI (GB?) (21) (DHJ E &twn| D ffchdson 9 tl O 

JMbw t*(* fflr. bbA aid veto*- hopped stores, red cap 

5 i/IB- OBAN (330) (D) (Lud HartngBn) Use H Kngtt 8 O 8 . 

aawbhclcap 

6 3EM SUPER COM (217) [Geage ftnetef R Lee tMOO 

Orange, ferge »g« green spots, fgh g»i stems, orange spot* 

-6dadmd- 

Mrmwmweigrt- /fti free haridwp »£«. aperCorSsrao. 

BETTWG: 94 Super tactics. 2-1 Oban. 7-2 KaA 8-1 Tsrae, 10-1 Gdden Spinner, Super Coin 
FORM GUIDE 

Ngrmaly safe at hts fences, SUPER TACTICS unsealed three fences out when the mar- 
ket learier for Edredon Beus race at Kerrpm hotdrg every chance at the nna He was 
successful there n November and at Nwitjury balore Ihtf and thrt w CeKate and Lord 
Doras* toe on h is p enJUmaa start The runner-up to Ertsdon Bleu at Kempton ms 
Kadi, beaten half a length, and there wotdd have been onto between hut and the se- 
lection had the totter got ratncl Kad has not won grtca the Mdmay of Flare at the S95 
Cheltenham Festival hulra2Jbbettei in with Scper Tacbcs than at Kampton. so he ShoUd 
go ClOSS Ofaai landed the first two of three starts n 1996- ET. finisrtng runner -up behnd 
Berude Not To at Kernplon tn February r the other He has not raced ance but should 

be Straight enough coming from Henrietta Krtgftt yard. Super Coin has not been out 

since a thud to Stately Home ai Market Rasan n June Selection: SUPER TACTICS 


was out at the frame in Ns three races after going in at Kampton In October on hto re- 
turn Bui ha bowioed back torts best to land the Frogmore Chase hare iow weeks ago. 
tor wtveh he also gets a 4b penalty. He shoe*} con firm tha form with Lord Dorcet (sfe- 
tength second and to»r naww-up behnd vidng Ftorettp at VtMharby) snd Leotard (eight 
teigths back in foulh). who are both 4t> bettor *i Or Ftoyal finished tt lengths dear of 
Ceibate wtwn they were thrt and fifth to Ask Tom in the TTrtgffl Creek £ Sandown, where 
Mulligan was in thtd and baiting held when he was detracted and M two out Cefbsta 
can prove me pick of the trio who comastad the Sandown prize MJSgan. who wouid 
most ftefy have landed the Arid? Trophy (won by Or Roys/) and the MaghuS Novices' 
Chase at Airtree last season except tor topptog over, jwped wel wtwn baetai fiw tengms 
by Vlfong Flagship In the Hatdon Gold Cta> to Eietor on Ns return. Jeflel, ra^ig ftnhe 
fto tone since defeattog Cattate (Sib worse in) by a length and a half at nmchestown 
r Aprt - taled to $how Ns best and was puled tip in the race won by Simply Dashing 
here to November. Or Royal a good third- He (Sd much batter next tone when chasing 
home Dorans Pnde at Faryhousa Selection: CUMBRIAN CHALLENGE 

DURHAM RANGER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,729 

U3K3 BAliADMWSTR3.(3S){D)(GE9nJa) JFtt3etdd6T18^« LWyer 

1-E3 GATRAX (18) (D) §3tes Chrla) N TvflSEnOavts 6 11 6 CUmOyn 

iQff- G0TTLE TUNE (S38) (D) (H J R Bee B Tl 6 JCuldty 

3 KURAWCA (5G (Mrs UC Sweeney] JGHltrt5n 6 ..Pfflds 

31 M LASTO AOTS (5Z) (D) (Mss J Newel) G Thomsr 7 n 6 A Thcmac 

5 PB«=aTVB8JE(2e)(MartrPrtw*x8NHaidTOi5ll8 MAHtogenW 

5 RtKAL SHREWSBURT (TO) (LousJcrwj Ms Mjcnos 8 71 6 D Byres 

0066 SAFE TO ASSUME DBJ(HB«2ligl^Raaii^»7D 6 R Massey® 

0-20 8M0ieCASTlE(43)(D){MreBltacharaR0Sia«an5l16 NMBmm 

2- SY0NEyTW07Tf0USAN0(N2)^9)SIH)KK9Ms3HKriglitSftd GBadtoy 

OP- THRAKHELfUSA) (458) (IAeGC UsQ NSrreh5n 6 MSbWTfltt 


2.55 


TAU«N BOT («5 (Sprane Tun) G Bddtog 5 fl 
- 12 decked - 


.B Fatten 


BETTINa: 7-2 Kurakfa.4-1 Sydney Ttoo th ou sa ncLM Blto l W all >L 6-T Great, ^ 7-1 IWctVSnus. 
S towns Gastto, 14-t Royal Shretmbwy, 16-1 othan 


2.20 


BBC1 


A P McCoy B 


.. CODwyer 


fiiwaMgrewi. iW*teciossdete and stow, arpedew 

04P-00 TUDOR TOWN (32) (P D Pudyl P Piidy D HO 

Orange, green oiperf eleevm. tranpe cap. (pesn spots 
04 SHBLAS DREAM (191 iG Ssartel H Howe SB9 


. ..SBurrough 7 
G Shantou (7) 8 


Btod am pc* ehac*. Hack cap 
-iSttocbred- 

BETT1NG: 94 Ever Btossod, 3-1 Fartadat * 7-2 Royal Tba*. 1« toWa FMtst 6-1 No Gtaratcks. 
10-1 Marble C4y, 12-1 Proceed, 33-1 odun 

FORM GUIDE 

ROYAL TOAST, fourth m a VAscester bumper on ha oriy start last term, went In on hto 
hurdhvg debut over two fries at LrgfteH. deteatng the favourite, Arfcfey Royal by a length 
and a hall He loohs bound to progress, espeooly over thra tonpar rtstanoe. Ever Blessed 
- beaten arty a track by the odds-on Champteve (who was campletng a hat-trick) A Chep- 
stow on he first appearance the year - looks a Exg danger. He wen a bumper on the soft 
nere two years ago and s another open to irnprwemanL The Champteve stable of Mar. 


VICTOR CHANDLER HANDICAP CHASE (GROUP 
2) (CLASS A) £40,000 2 m Pen Value £25,945 

1FF-2F MUUJGAN (42) (D) (Lady Hajrisi D todobon 8 n tt 

Ateuwand leflOwchack jefowateewc 
20-33 OR ROYAL (FRJ (42) fD) [0 A Jctmsm) M 7 Tl 8 - - .. 

Royal blue, amerato green shares, arm cep. arneratl peat spots 
-6451 CELBATE ps) (CD) (StorXcid Bridge fthp) C Mann 7 tl Q f4a) 

&Bya*J orange (guertorad). orange beeves, dart tous tsp 

Bi-PS JSTH1 (dl) (D1 IT Batoey) A L MooraS 10 Tl 

Oar* Uue arxfpirti tfcmonds. pe* chewora on sfseres. qwttored cap 
33^4 IB3TAS0O81 (CD) (BF)(Mrs PAH Hartley) UssVWtons tl 09 . N 
Ite* ywi and yafow fajatererfl. stnped gpo w c 
2F6-23 ARCTIC KfftSMAN (35) (DBF) (Ms R Harrtoo) N TwsEivDares 009 -CLtoweOyn 
Oa* Otoe and emaraU green tononda, CM btoesfgavK emerald geen amtoc and cep 

G4-22 LORD DORCET pi) (CD) (J Hogg) J Charlton 8 07 ROwtwoody 

Hcytofibe. jey and ro»W Otoe naked deeres, gray cap 
-filth CUMBRIAN CHALLENGE (22) (CO) (Cumbrian hd) T Eascrby 9 07 (4s0- . .LWyer 
yetewasi sfeores. <o»W 6*» cay* yokruser 

9 3-30U NATIVE MSSION f?l) (D) (G E Shoder) JficGwakin D8 . . . A Thornton 

Royef (Xue. irfwa Cron to lonane, write cap 
-9dedared- 

BETTING: 9-2 Celbata, Or Royal, 5-1 Lord Dorcet 6-1 Antic Kmsman, JeffafL 13-2 MaNgan, 7-1 
Cumbrian ChaHatsa, a-1 Leotard. 20-1 Natfva Mtoaion 
1997 (at Kerrpttot). Ask tom 6 BUR Gampy 9-4 toy ft late) B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

CUMBRIAN CHALLENGE, twice a course-and-ctetance winner, comes hare n bener 
form than any of today's nvais havng compteted a toir-bmer when wtonrg by five lengths 
at Wetherby He can defy a 4b penalty. Celibate, who chatod 141 a feu-toner last term. 


3.25 


PETER ROSS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) £1 24»0 added 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £8,286 

1-5041 WAYWARD XMG (22) (D) (Rek&pmg Ftamg) R Hodgas 6 120 T 

50- Cl DR IBINT (21) (Peter BreryJP Hobbs 71111... 


R Dunwoody 
Aftegeoto 


533-21 HOODED HAWK p!9) (D) (C M Hama) N Handoson 7 If 11 

31143 ACrOFHUTH(^tq(D)(MsRWSBriBf)NGi8eiee8117 CUawalyn 

5fr BLAZWG BATMAN (297) (WJHen datKrt Ms RHandarett»5 09 DSaltor 

M ARtzgsirid BETTING: 64 Dr Uod. M Wbywreil tong. 5-1 Act Of RMh, Hoodod Hawfe 83-1 Blazing Batman 


3.55 


rEAL AND GREEN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 


£15,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £10,163 

1 -40034 BLOWING WIND (FR) (28) (PA Dari] M Ppe 5 120 UrAFwart 

2 4141-2 CADOUGOLO(Hq (Sam (DA Johnson) Mffee 7 BO APMsCny 

3 0320 HSTtoKUETT pS) (CD) (Jrfn Duggan) N TwHarvOanes 6 h tt CLtewalyn 

4 /Tt2-i REDBLAZH1(2^(D)(MssHKn^sjlfasHKn^ht7Tl V . — JCoBoty 

5 64U2 8ARNA BOY (36) (Q (D) flym total) N Henderson Dll 9 MAFttzgeraW 

6 14F-5 LT»BM(FR) Wra(S^Ahrwd«MaWoaNDffchoistoT5n4. — RJotmton 

7 t£J2 WARM SPEU.^188)(D){BR(KHigson)GL Moore 811 A R Dunwoody 

S Ti-0 BQ1ATOR («2)(0) (P FicnanteJO G Baklnfl 5 tl 0 BRnton 

9 -2311 NEW MN (22) (D) (ton K I Stewart) S Goings 7 to n MrS(hjnMk(S) 

to TW2- BLESS ME SKIER (44Q(P)(BF) (AJSPakrn)Rftwre9to4 AGarfty(7) 

Tl 1B37 RUBHAHUJfiSt (649) (D) {Ure Star ffeimg Panrwy^ J BemaH 7 1) 4 — L Homey 

V 141-22 RJf*RaK/lB«)(a5)ra(B^P^DwMB»f^ p W«ba7«0 

G «=332 HAIBET HOUSE (17) (D) (C A Wbshboton) fl OSiAvan 5 to 0 NWMngton (7)B 

14 6021 MPPER Hffll (29) (D) (G Ppe) R Snpsg r B to 0 XAtopuupR 

UrmunUS. Tree hantoCEp wartXL- Rjnrfis fid 136, Hmbei House Sst UK). NtoparfteedSstfib 
BETTING: 11-2 Btfatot 6-1 Bama Boy, Red Blazte. 6-1 CadougokL UOpare, Naw lire. 16-1 MM- 

toguan, 12-1 Rtpartes. Warm Spall. 16-T Nipper Read, 20-1 others 


WARWICK 


HYPERION 

1.00 Lord Richfield 3.10 Prirtcefui (nb) 

1.30 Boardroom Shuffle 3.40 With Impunity 
2.05 Tom Tailor 4.10 Sureum Corda 

2.35 Miss Dlsfcin 


FORM GUIDE 

BAKKAR is an inter estng newcomer - espeosty havng ]oeied Daw) Nchoteoa Gel- 
tmg a fere to he worth is not straight forward, but he was long odds on when beating 
Perfect Venue over 12 furlongs at Cork in October and that horse (new* with Met* Hen- 
derson) was Listed placed it Ireland and was thrown it a the deep end for he hurtles 
bow. firV s hng fi rth to \Mariba Sands n a Gratfe Two contest at Ascot bsl month. So Bakkar 
wfl probably be a real handfti for the penaftsed Toro Tb Dor. who acts wel n the mud 
and has won two out of three. Selection: BAKKAR 


GOING: Soft on chase course: Heavy on huraies track. 

• Left-hand course. Ruvn of 240 yards. 

• Ruse is west of ofy on B4Q95. Buses from ral stations at Warwick (Vn) and Leaming- 
ton Spa (2m) ADMISSION: Club £13: 'Bnereals £9 (canFcairytog students hatt-pnee. ac- 
companied under-ifis free); Course C5. CAR PARK: ES in members: centre at course bee. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe Z7 wtros tram tofl rums (255%). D Nlchoiaon 21-100 
(210%). Mrs J Pitman 16-71 £225%l 0 Sherwood T1-4Z (252%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: N WRflamean 17 Him from 7S rides (215%). W Maraton fl-ffr 
(T2 j6%l J R Kavsnagh 9-53 (17%), A Thornton 9E2 (H5%) 

0 FAVOURITES: to4 wns from 414 races (385%L 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: LettyfM CD5) 


O nc | TOTE WARWICK NATIONAL CHASE (HANDICAP) [ r\A 
1 (CLASS B) £15,000 added 3m 5f 1 ^ 


1.00 


HAMPTON HILL NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,750 added 2m 

1 225 LORD MCHHELD (NZ) (86) fHarns AanocUM S Ekoctatnr 7 Tl 10 CHwde 

2 r3MT1 KEY GRff 1 (18) (0) (Hyrrtun Bririqe Raongj Mrs S Smth 7 tl 7 GFRyanfS) 

3 3/5U-3 FRYS HO FOOL (53) (D) (Frys No Fbo< F^rtneshto) J CA)8 H 4 L Harvey 

4 63/2-0 IMLAK (17) ID Jackson) JLHomt Sri 2 - JRKovaregh 

5 054H CABALLUS(U8M(2Z)(StoaTTTlRacng] t*ajnbren51i2 □ Laohy 

fi -3«44 CUURES MNCB? (21) (D) (Ms QtosHaftMiood} A Tunel 5 If t CRu(7) 

7 OCiSE FABULON (FH) (21) (D A JatoBon) M Pipe 5 <) to DFidnnsn 

8 0004-0 !8LLSGAIBLE(32)(JtfvVB)PBsvanBto7 .WWbrffangtaa 

9 5PA43 HEART pqPhfaWpher 9wtoy Brasher) Was HKr^t 5 to 5. - J Power (7) 

to FDP-tl STUOOTTWTT (22) (Derrii fiCheyT HaBer) R DfcS»i6 03 JAbpurup) 

H PF64- STAHTIIiGO (248) (R LtotMn) RBr<M4i5 OO RBribny 

12 361 ZAHAAUE (USA) pi) [Chrteui J Rctertig 6 TOO. W Martian 

13 -P225fi MOONLIGHT ESCARADE (5Q (P SadB) RHod^s 7 toO _TDescombe 

14 22-052 MaAF(USA)P7)(AAPamey)KMBtpi8toO RDtontore 

6 COOP-O MURRAYS MILLION (17) (Cocwtod Coneckon] J SnAi 6 to 0 .TJMuphy 

C (W400 KARACH (35) (Jart Joseph) JJostoSia 00 JGokWanp) 

17 FTO3/0 CQlg ON RISK ME (22) [teny Omasher) D McCan 7 1] Q „TJ0»*a 

Iteanisn we^hc idat True handE^ a«B«- UocnSghr 8 MtoMtSf 12«L Mnayb*Ofi»i* Karaerigu 
im Came On tek Me fta» 

BETTING: 5-1 Kby Grip. 6-1 Lord RtohfWd. 1M 8bs6o Thirty. 1S4 HeuL 8-1 CsbaOw, 10-1 CteWs 
Dancur, Frya No FooL 11-1 Fafaulon, IM Zahaafe, 14-1 NBaaf. 16-1 aOwra 
1997 meetoig abandoned due to frost 


1.30 


Hi-Fi 


ROSCOE HARVEY MEMORIAL NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
C) £7,0 00 added 2m 4f 1 10yds 

BOARDROOM SWffRE (43) (D) (A D Wela) J Gifad 7 Tl O -....LAspaip) 

32C-2 ABSOUITty EQUBMME (2a) (F J Sohsbiry) MHeolan-9s7 if 0 BPawH 

0066-6 CALM DOWN (52) (Mrs AntoswIttteqT Casey 7 Tl 0 W Maraton 

,ffM CAPTA1KMYCAFTABI(S1) (The Anoon Marraraj RBrUharton toll 0 SCurtan 

1- CHEVALD6Gt®WE(321) ( Jton Statey) K Batey 7 Tl 0 Mr R Wakiey (5) 

43466P CnOCKNAMOHLL (32) (Ms C Kely) K Origwater 7 H 0 LHanoy 

050^ FROWN (22) (Tawy Way ftart Ud) P Beaan 8 fl 0 .TJ Murphy 

OfiOr JOESBIHTHD«(665)(TMBrlhdByPBrtMdto)PRWtebbBr8T10 MrPSeaB 

122-2P STH>ONEYHE(54)(tmBF)(AnneDuchasstoWBs»iai5ar)TForslto8TiO..CMaudB 

R7J-P4 THE COCKERTOO (id) !G L F&»} R After 7 T 0 PHoflBf 

5Q TOPPS1ILLO (17) (MsRESfeds) JMfcCtnwtoeB Tl D SMeNaM 

2H-3P MOTOOUA (33) (CI^ (Us E W Psgra & Ms tei Smri^ D Nchtoson 6 O 9 -R Thondon 
-12dodarod- 

BETTING: 4-8 Boardrmn Shuffle, 134 Step On Eyra, 7-1 AhsahdtyEiMntone.B-l ChevalOaGuen% 
10-1 Hntoqua, 2S-1 Cahn Down. CepWn My Captain, 33-1 others 


3PJ-5F SffiTHt STH S HANIE (7) (q tfVOvrt* PartneratTp) G McCarl 9 n to MrDHanwy(7) 
ito3-6 PARSONS BOY (2Q (D) (B %tge & M D FcMdl G Fkhanb 9 h 12 _ BHantoig 

20-51 P WANGHXA (USA) (21) (C) (iteran P*» Raoig Clfi | M Ppe 8 n ■£. Dfirfsmam 

OS-66 JET RUIE5 (22) (The Jet Staxrory Company LM) Ms JINman 811 G. D Leahy B 

OOU54 IQLLESHIN Cl) (H J Moirera) H Maman 12 It 7 . SCwmr 

SQ2R DANGBI BABY (iq (Start ftatog)F Bowen Bn 7 W Maraton B 

3F-F2P FULL OF OATS (7) (CD) (Manr Bradtortfl Mss H Knghl 12 n 6 . G Hogan (3) 
2P2-23 HATCHAM BOY (58) (BF) (R Uaryec Green) D Ncnobon 8 11 3 . .. R Thornton 
4C1-1 MARTELLBOY(NZ) (224) (Dawd G Jonas) Use V Whams n 11 2 . . TJ Murphy 

0R-4JP GRANGE BRAKE (28) (l*s JMouBl N Twesn-Dawes C tl 2 C Maud. B 

aiT-1 OVER THE DEEL (46) (Q (George teb« P Mooney CDS LAspaip) 

320-X ANC EXPRESS (7) (Q (H K Poriar) J Ktog O Dtr T Jerks 

OU2P2 CHLIRCHLAW (TSHMsLCfeytr) MsLtayVS It D8 .... JRKavanagh 
P21-43 MSS DISKM (35) ra(M>rtyn Forested RBuCteerS to 6 ... BPowe* 

tJ-TIR TOP JAVAUN (FC) (31) (Ms\Wene Thm) N Tl to4 . R Greene 

fin-1 CSS3WBI (22) |Ms S Craiiead) T Greafhend 8 to 0 W Worthington 

-16 declared - 

BETTINa- 11-2 CerfeJwen, 6-1 MwUh Boy: 7-1 HMchn Boy. 10-1 Mbs Dtekto. 1 1-1 KMaa t i l n. 12-1 
ANC Express, Ful Of Ooto, Over The Deel, tasons Boy. 14-1 Church Law. Dongar Baby, Emn- 
gdtea. Jel FWes. 16-1 Rip Javahn. 25-1 Stater Stephanie. 33-1 Grange Brake 

FORM GUIDE 

CEFUDWEN. who trotted up from the two other finishers in the Lincolnshire National at 
Market Rosen on Boxing Day. was an up-and-ccmtoQ eUyteg chaser before an Injury 
setback last season and looks worth the nsk off an artmOnie mart. Haicham Boy has 
a chance rf hs jimping hofds up. wtiBa Full Of Oats completed a a hat-nick of course 
wins two seasons ago. inclining this race when he had only 9s» 7to to carry f=Jl Of Oats 
should go wall agan despite haufing a tog^hr weight and he can be (ortyver ras sub- 
standard effort In the Madmay/Cazalet at Sandown last true when pulled 141 behind Urn 
Of Praise. Fid Of Oats, who ts prone to the occasional rnnaka had shaped well at Hay- 
dock previously when second to ttm Of Praise. Marted Boy has nearty 30 Iengin9 10 
make up on fid Of Oats compared to then nmn*ig here rwo years ago but s 
raced. 9t better r and from the Itenena Wfcams stable makng such a mark Manel 
Boy has not run since eas4y defying 12 st at Worcester back In June but 6 a possibili- 
ty. Kllleshtn ties a good record In the Eider Chase month and Poreons Boy was a rts- 
appointirg second favoirta ri that race last season when tOleshln was thrd to Sevan 
Towers. But Parsons Boy. sure to be fitter tor Ns reappearance, looked good n Ns pre- 
Christmas outings last season and rates a danger Jet Rules has the abuty but has 
not always jumped so soundly as he rid when takng a novices' chase at Towcasrer n 
months ago and he turtles form the. term loaves a question-mark On his besi form, 
the stamma -pocked mud-lover ANC Express would be a thorn in the side of these 

Selection: CERIWEN 


25 tftoto WNN8 PRBE (29) (D) P*s VV L Bai^ R Hdnsheed 7 O 0 -S Wynne 

28 4X00- GIVE BE5T (31?) (J P fcfcktanus) J J OTtei 7 to 0 L Cooper (7) 

-26dedared- 

MnnunmdC fOti. Tree fwrtcaiwrighr NateOemngSjf llhEbAgaplUou M 10b. NafreRett 
9B 7*. Beggars Banquet 9ti 3ft. UTstmacte Sorer 9» 2®. Not* lord 9sl Chabrol & AnUna tot 13*. 
CUteswvi 8W I2fe Mtener For Hayen fist ftli MarfneSciciefy8 San OuecftanfiN TOB). Ardte 7ri- 
lenph s Fo*y Road 89 BSl Pksantand Bel m, Whn's ftids fi ©re Seel Sri fib. 

BETTING: 1 1-2 PrticeM. IM Urt Jbn, 6-1 FWe Derring, UmMobte Borac 10-1 SptenrtdThyBB. 
11-1 CoudwnL Spsmfld. 14-1 Sohreb. 16-T Bs Agapl Mou. Ksttw FMd. 20-1 Beggare Banquet. 
Ptesure Stared, 25-1 attars 

FORM GUIDE 

The has a tright ene iq lock, but several are outsde the hanrtcap proper and PRINCE- 
FUL, ratacvety unexpoaed over trts type of trp. shoJd be n the ttsdi of the fnsh. The 
form of he Cheltenham wci to days ago ccxAd be a shade suspect but he earned top 
marts for style and he ran on stoutly whan kurth to Mafor Jama in the competitive VWtem 
HU Harxscap Hurdte at Sandown (2mj the time before Lord Jim was a classy Flat stay- 
er and his hal-tnck of wins over timber suggests he wS be a force oft a nice wei^it in 
■tvs handicap SplemMTTrynecfidnotsryoythe^ueyconcMonsuidBrlMatTbwcester 
f*si trne m but has blossomed stoce and his soft -ground lorm tost season was good - 
notably a new-tength defeat of Ctator al Newtxry Unslnkable Boxer has a bit to do at 
these weights, but e prababty ahead of the assessor n corwentfenal terms, desprie be- 
ng a rene-year-okl (Jghtfy-raced. he was highly regarded as a novice when trahod by 
tack wafer Selection: PRWCEFUL 


o Af i | EDWARD COURAGE CUP (HANDICAP CHASE) 
° ,w l (CLASS B) £10,500 added 2m 4f 110yds 


1 W-*P TERAO (63) (D) [B A KIpstnkjM Ppe 12 h n _ C 

2 3-POtP KADI (QEFT) (21) (D) U E aremi D Mdvtoon 9 h B 2nH pref 

3 3TFFfi JBBBITKE KBSEfl (21) (CD) [J Hchns) Ms J Ponar 9 Ti 4 D Lately 

4 SO-d DR LHJNT (21) (fieer EmerylPHcbosT to O —Jtndpref 

5 zm DlNCEAflfilSraONGp77)(D)(GLFbne»jGkfcCartfiB® WJtteraton 

6 23-lUU WITH IMPUN(TY (21) (D) f'J 7 ktefi P Mdcis 9 tt 7 .. TJ Murphy 

7 PSfid CLARE MAN (1 to (D) (M PVVarangj N Twson-CbwBS DOT T Jerks 

8 442-15 ALLD GEORGE (203) flaws Mattel Systems) A Nevccntoe COO PHoBey 

9 T-TTC MANOR WH) (2TXD)(BF) (G Prodomafl G R«*»i»nou C TOO Mcheteteman (3) V 

-9dectared- 

Mrwiien weghc i Osf True hanaxaf/ veqtt Aflo Georgs 9si JOfc, tenor Meo 9a 9to 
BETTING: S2 Clare Man, 7-2 Wth liiqMtey,&2iffbber The Kfebet, 8-1 Tbrao.6-1 Lancs Armstrong, 
12-1 Alo George. 

FORM GUIDE 

JIBBER THE KIBBER looked a good prospect when the K-1 wrwr of a Wfecanton 
novices hirtte three years ago and won Chepstowb "fete Siver Trophy r 1995, He has 
had mned forties over tencas, but is potennaly better than the harxScap mart: and he 
shaped woB enou^i irtl bfcaidemg three out on hs comeback race belrod SWntng U^U 
af Letester With Dr Leunt and Kadi ste to net at Ascot Clare Man caJd threaten. He 
slays wel and ha Lecester win was boosted when ruvter-«> Cattty Hang wen afterwards. 
Alio George loves tne mud (and Newton Abbot), wtae Lance Armstrong, with a good 
wit ratio, can process further Selection: ^BER TFt KSBER 


4.10 


3.10 


O nc| MCMAHON (CONTRACTORS SERVICES) NOVICE [ r> l 
HURDLE (CLASS C) £6,500 added 4YO 2m I 

1 B1 TOMTAttDR(GEq(1to(P)(nwAAPSr6»*p)DEb«rtii15 „PHtetey 

2 BAKKAR (F107)(M P Burteb 58i FartfySetBemeni) 0 Nehotsaniio .. .JHImnaon 

3 0 COBLE pS) (QayuiB&eyFteinMtifoUdl DMcCan ft 0 _ TJenks 

4 0 GOLDEN SAOOLE (USA) (36) IBt Of A Mh Partnera) □ Write tl 0 W Station 

£ 2336 LETTVFAK (FH) (36) (Ms Jctn Foynton] I WSama n □ _ ..C ItaudeS 

6 52 AFTB1 HOURS (29) (After Hous Partnertiip) 0 Ftienafi Davis to 9 . . JKageefi) 

7 0 MARYTAVY(28) (Bemad haharoy) PR Webber to9. „ BPowefi 

- 7 declared- 

BETTING: 6-4 BteJcer. 7-4 Tore TWtor. 13-2 After Houra. 10-1 Ltetyftec. 14-1 Cabte. 16-1 Iteytavy, 
20-1 Golden Setkfte. 
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IAN WILLIAMS OWNERS GOLD CARD HANDICAP [r\A 
HURDLE (QUAURER) (CLASS B) £10,000 added I 
2m 41 110yds 

S0HRA8 piO) (Joe & Joaree RehatSl M Fpe 10 11 tt 
PLEASURE SHAIS3 (2to Dony Earos) P HobDS O n 9 
HUANCOVE(329)(WTLa*yer)R4her9Tl 0. . 

PRINCEFUL 06) (Robert Hfctars) tea J P*TBn7 tt C . . 

LDfDJM (7) (MreSYThanaStJQVS 1)5 

SPLBWD TWNE (35) (q Uchn Gaivaoll T Casey 6 to 4 

COUCHANT (42) (D) Distone FteJg) M P©e 7 to 3 

speno (38) (D) (BR (Ms Stowri CtiherwoodI D Mdtfsan 6 to 1 
ANGaiTS DOUBLE (7) (D) U Hmwod) R BucWer to to 0 
HAILE DERRING (22) (Ms V StoddBto) N fvcta^Oares 8 ttD . 

ELA AGAP1 MOU (USA) |4Z) (Acficr I) C L Moore 5 ttO 

NATIVE FIELD (30) (D) (tel Johnson) 0 WrrUe 9 to 0 

BEGGARS BANQUET (28) (D) (E H ftteBockl P Beauront 8 toO . 
IM8INKABLEBGX5< (17) (tai Green) M Ppe 9 00 - . .. 

NOBLE LORD (105) (G Urafcuy) R ftips 5 10 0 

CHABROL (CAN) (7) (D) (Tta Chart Partners** Jchn Berry 5 to 0 
AflOHNA (21)(D) (BF) IL G M Raong) F texphy 7 to 0 . 

CUfflESWAN (30) (Wrs Be^l Latayi M Tbrotea 5 to 0 . 


. JHuet(7) 
. . G Ttxmey 

P Holey 
G Hogan (3) 
. DJfiWWJ 
Wltation 
GSupp4e(5) 
R Thornton 
. .. BPoneO 
CMuk 
M BaSchetor (7) 
.. .fl Botany 
. B Grattan (5) 
.. .TJ Murphy 
. . .SMcNeO 
. .LAspeBO) 
kBchete Brennai (3) 


MUitedc 

WARNEH FOR PLAYERS (339) [ferry Vtamer) P NcfcCs 7 to 0 JRKemgh 

MARINE SOCETY (CIO) IBdefod Tool Ltd) A Hobbs to toO GStanldn(7) 

BB1CRUACHAN (408) (The Catedom Raong CkbUJetarsonB no . BHuttag 
ARCTIC TRIUMm (81) (John Horian) u &adsccf> 7 to 0. JCteheitae Kanbktge (7) 
FOLLY ROAD (290) (D) (BF) IKW J McNdtfe) KtteAu8te8 to 0 . . MrRWaUey (5) 
PLEASURQAI0 (6to (D) (Ms Syhe E M McGanae) R Cuts S to 0 . .J Leech 
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LEASOWES MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,900 added 
2m 4f 110yds 


BENNA BEOLA (Ms Eva Bfe) J Upson 6 H 7 


NOT REALLY (Lady Eba Meya-Sreh) Lady E Mays-Sntei 7 11 7.. . 


...PFterteyp) 

-MrASansorae 

GUniney 

MM Brennan (3) 

NYN Kent 

... J R Itavanegh 
... E Husband (3) 

---TEtey 

... ^J Magee (3) 
- MrRWaktey (5) 
..D JKawragh fi) 
. . ...SMcNeB 


.RThorrton 

7... ^ .. B PoweD 

tas7H7 . ..C Maude 
. .. ..GHoganfi) 

SFo* 

PHoBey 

(6112 ..MIBcharrii 

.TJenks 

taGaoa(5) 
.. . -G Supple (5) 

BETTING: 11-2 Sursun Corda, 13-2 Startaksnadl, 8-1 Good Lord Murphy, 10-1 Wlste* Warrior, 
Kbmatalta, 12-1 Ralnboa Star. 14-1 MezUeo. Not Rea>y SUmabb. Pride o( Pennker. WriHs Wdo, 
16-1 others 


GOLDEN MU1BMM (<jgmd Racng CU>) R Lee6 R I 


ABOO HOM (W4) (Kamnac Hci M Rpe 4 08 
RMNBOW STAR (FR) (16) (Arthur Write) M Ppt 
-24 


NEWCASTLE 


12.50 The In-Laws 

1- 20 Judicious Captain 

1.50 Mr Christie 

2- 25 Classic Eagle 


HYPERION 

3.00 Jymjam Johnny 
3.30 Joe Buzz 

4.00 Cittadino 


4 3f-S LOUGH TOLLY (42) (D) (BF) PA ftencocte)F Jordan fl Tl 5 . . . .DGtebgtar 

5 K^3T DOUBLE AGENT pa) (C) (Hantad Offset Laf j J H Johnson 5 T7 3 PCerbeny 

6 2,'4S63 HT THE CANVAS (IRA) (21) i Jeremy MsheO) Mrs M flewfev 7 Ti r PNrien 

7 212-40 MR CHRISTIE (19) (D) (BF) (Darid Marn Pamraripl Mss L Srtta 6 to Q . T Reed 
01/1-4 SEDVICTA (I?) (CO) (Mary Reudey Racngj Mrs M Rn«ey fl to to Mr T Coreerfeid (7) 


GOING: Good to Soft 

• Left-hand, oval course: tough, galopmg track 

• Coixse is on Ai. 5m north c* town. Metro service to Four Lane Ends station from New- 
castle rail sfjhcn Bus semce from there. ADMISSION: Club EtS: Tatters ais EKE Siver 

fDr OAPs and mastered rtsabled) CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revetay 39 winners from T5B rumen (25%L G FUctrerds 
®f6 (B7%L J KJohnaon T3-IT3 (115%). P Chaeebrough n-78 (141 ri,) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Fftren 40 wtoners from 129 rides (31 %L A Dobbin 16-184 025%V 
B Storey 15-133 (H3%) R Garrttty 13-S2 (65%i 

• FAVOURITES: TSi wets from 342 races |442%) 

BUNKERED HRST TIME: Jym)am Johnny nwared, 300) 


Ufi INVEST WSEUf (IB) (A GChapueilMHwTTnond 6ttl).. RGaniBy 

T-53D4 DOCKMASTER (21) (CO) (J D Goraon) Mss K M6g3n 7 to to . ADobbki 

44-36 NEawtOODPOPPYpi)(BF)(TroLeB[t»ateriBMcsgantoto1 .. . BCSdord 
tnFP. MANDKA (10221 (D) (5 1 RttrorttohJ S PitBnMi to to 0 . . ..LOTtera 

13P840 SXiUA WIRELESS (21) (D) (Ms J E fodd) T Elhemglm 9 toO.. . DParter 

P.LP-5 TWN STATES (17) (CO) (tec E Oxcni J Turner 9 to 0 .. . ...RSup(* 

53340- MARUNGFORDpai) Ms JBreman) tea J Jordan h toO — Stoaytoc C5) 

- 15 declared - 

fifimrurc fOtt True hanefcap weigtt Sfema IV&efess 8» nib. Titer States 9sr 3b. Mvtngkrt Bti 3b 
BETTING: 52 Ooubfe Agent, 11-2 Anfctna, 134 Lough Tufly. 7-1 Hit The Canvas, bweti Wtaehr, 8- 
1 Llrtahen. 9-1 Daffy Boy. 10*1 Doctenrebr, Mr Chrisda. 12-1 aOwra 


(Ob on stabterrcae Him Of Praise, and he's the one to beat even rf hs qiwky nature some- 
times means he can dsappoinl CetestQl Dior ran out an easy winner first tme over 
fences ai Cortsie. atthouon with runner-up Bwit Imp carrying a double penalty she was 
■getting lumps erf woght from the lavourtta St*, the mare could do more than mi wel 
and that at a Ume when Las Eyres siabte was rather quiet A wmnar on the Flat plus a 
useful harrdfeap (ureter (beat Tumpole here last February) Cetestaf Choir tea tough mare 
who coiJd aim aul pretty smart over fences, loa Pick of the others rrray be Rachael's 
Owen. Selection: CELESTIAL CHOB 


3.30 


2.25 


HENNESSY COGNAC SPECIAL NOVICE HURDLE 

(CLASS B) £8,000 added 2m 


SKY 


12.50 


MBNA JUVENILE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 4YO 
2m 

Si BARNBURGH BOV (21) (D)(MP Buie DeKfopmentatT Easterly tl 5 ...RGenffty 

1 ROBBO (15) (D) (Mrs D ScaHi) Ms M Fte*ley n 5 pMvm 

Si SWING WEST (USA) (2B) (0) Iffoel Glynn) P Ente 115 .JlGdbgher 

*33 HOH EXPUDF®! (37) (Sdltre Ftecng Syndcati D Bariar to B .. g Bentley 

3 lfRB0MBASIK30E(19) (HoeortnBbPBTtnertirojtesjBrwn to B . .ECadagbM 

RUM. MASTER (F267) (Iterio Borders Raong CUi) B Nbaaggai tt o m — 

6 SaBERRY{F1fl(MddefomftrtRfflnvl)RfteiariiOGT.. . . M Foster 

TREASURE HLL(F196) (J Stephenson) B Waaaggart to t2 "T BStorw 

202 WARRUNfM) (Gb^ow House Racng Syrdcsia CEartwatJC .. . JCaBstfan 

632 BOUEnOd^liaiABaBandUBeiTyto? Dtelw 

THE IN-LAWS f91) (CCogi) 0 Grarrog d to 7 JAMcCrth, 

BETTING: 94 The UvLsea, 5-2 Bmbunh Boy, 11-2 Rebbe. 134 Swing WW, 9-1 Hr Borebaa- 
uqw. Bolero. 11-1 Wanfln, 12-1 afters 


1 201 RAMSIDE EVENT CATERING HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
I D) £5,000 added 3m 6f 

P4.33 SLVei STICK 148) (CD) (Lrt Maw) U W EatiBrby 11 BO PffiwnV 

Mtt UWWS LOTTO {l4)(Oodet6tt^G ficMi* 9 11 B ADoMei 

FG-t| JUQK30U5 CAPTAM (22) (James R Adams) lifts J Storey tlfl 2... -Mr C Storey 

FT^53 NORTH&IN 5QlffiE(iB) (□ (Ms J Ctetacarfi J Jtetem to D ri ECalaghan 

4KK6 FRONT UNE (28) (JPMcUartoB) J JCiNei tt ttV PCertwry 

6DP35 PINK GH(0M(C)(Mn Margate Fiarc&IM Hammond R to 9... -RGontty 

2-20F GaiS LAO(22)(BF)|MssjWottfltesSSmem XI6 H Guest 

rtJFW PETER (22) [0 w Wfteis) D Whlans 11 ID 4 B Storey 

6-3C50 PIMS GUNNER (5fl lAGChappel) U HamimJt) DO DGdteglier 

DJoB HEAVEN.Y CITIZEN (IQ u L Gbdscn) J Ssfcoi tt fl 1 C UcConuask (5) 

r. 3WG3 D’A«AY STREET 04 (Been Fix Li**) W temp 9 1)0 _ _F Lately (3) B 

X ANOTHraVENTURE(22)(TheNainanBoiis)Flft*pny8 00 RBcftteJiOB 

3 5*3^1 H&fOMYY MAJOR fi7) (C) tMnRJanroJPQnetixcurtiB 100- . - AS Smith 

-13 (teetered - 

Wuvmm vregne ion rrw tanc^ irentt Heewnfy Cfliitei 89 1 2b, DVWbyStraef 9s: Tift. An- 
atar issnure 9a 70. ft^only tt^gr £Sf 36. 

reniNG: M Linden's lotto, 11-4 Jufioois Captafo, 1« Gain Lad. 7-1 Pete, IM D'Aitloy 
Street 10-1 Northern Squire, 12-1 Star Stick la-i Majority Major, Pfon Gum 16-1 afters 


1 1 ALfWE PANTHER (33) (CO) (P D Savff) SAs M Retaey 5 0 5 PMren 

2 4 BOU) ClAIT (28) (BF) (lftslPf^»)JFan9«w7 H 5 Rfim 

3 ft CLASSIC EAGLE (17) (D) (Qbsc BbedSfeek fit) lftsDHare5 11 5 .. .A Dobbin 

4 DISTINCT (R167) (G Wtitehead S MeLWhlans) AWTfed5 H 5 ASSmBi 

5 4tS3- FALCONS IMAGE (USA) (72S) |T R Pryke) J Jetfenat 7 fi 5 ECaltegben 

6 121 F1TNG NORTH (54) p) (D: (?yn Meredtn) IftsM Re«fey 5 11 S Glee 

7 06000 INDIAN VICEROY (10) UR TisnalJ Tiroer 5 tl 5 — R Supple 

a JACQUES THE LAO Lbmw R Mams) Mr* JStoray 6 H5 .. . .MrCSiorey 

9 2i LEDG8(DRYUNE(67)(I9(HcnsSAaayPannerthp)M5MRereiey5ti S . NSateb 

to IMS NORTHERN MOTTO (19) (BF) (Antfew Pxosxi) J Gckte 5 Tl 5 R McGrath 

11 006 Ousts BRIGADE (Ifi) (NhFTVfeMFWto 6 tl 5 B Storey 

-11 (teetered - 

BETTING: 3-1 Udgwdry Lins, 10030 Ontec Eagle. 74 Ffyfog North. 11-2 Alpfo* Panftet 6-1 
Bold GalL 12-1 Northern Motto. 2S-1 Fteoort’t Image. Jeoquee The Lad, 33-1 often 
FORM GUIDE 

tt was on this track that Bold Gait landed a famous Flat win, refoer fop weight in the 1995 
Narttunberiand Bata Conademg the long lay-off and the testing ground, per naps Ekrt 
Galt rtdnT do badly on hs hurtflng debut at Uttoreter. even rf he was a long way oH the 
wenor, Polar Prospect Bold Gait can reprove and must be respected bearing r mnd 
the class he showed on the level but heS in a tricky me contest here, with three Mary 
Revetey wfonss fnng up afeng&de Clatsie Eagla, who trotted up a Canara*. Ledgenfty 
Una has aksady proved himseH useful firashng second to French Holly at Ayr before 
beaung Caulker at Ktesa and yet Peter taven ndes ALPINE PANTHER nstaad On the 
Rat Afotne Panther was a marten and a bit dsappoenrg. endeig up nowhere near as 
good as Bold GaiL Ladgenrty Lne » Claaac Eajfe Utymg too rtgh wnen ti tn r ShaamtS 
Darby). Selection: ALFMC PANTHER 


SHOVELER STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m 

3 BRANCH 0ffl (30) |K*S J J SJ*ar) J Ctarfor 6 Tl 4 D Thomas (7) 

22 JOE BUZZ (19) (Joe Buubo) f Mspriy G tt 4 ECtetaghan 

LUCKY MOVE (J R Wbwi) S tetteati 5 11 * .. DGafegher 

MR BUSBY (P Csttenj f*s¥ RevtesyS tl * M Herrington (7) 

PERKS OF THE JOB Ms A JMdAtihl FMitaghe n 4 ADottoki 

SHAY GAP (M H Walton) ifts J Soar 5 n 4 _ □ Parker 

0 SNUFFBOX (19) (CJCocksoniB MacteggartSTl 4 B Storey 

STRL FRIENDS (Bernard Harare Grant 5 R 4 BGwrtfy 

2 SUMTHYNE SPECIAL (28) (JM CrctioniLUngD 6 Tl 4 .....RSuppIs 

02 TELL MONTY (2B)(K Hanson) Ms JEtare 6 H 4 G Lae 

630 WEUSWOOO(19)(nGManhalSMDGSavNa)JJrilBrtw6Ti4 ...MUe0ef7) 

43 WOOORELDGALE(TO) MsM BSenoieyj MsM Revriey5Tl 4. PWm, 

CALL TVE TUItt (P MdXnaiJI R MdJcnalfl 6 to Q j Supple 

DAHKSAUy(NCh»rtwiaii)Ni3antoerun5Da ASSmMi 

DPADOfl fO J SvmcfofMtti D Swratehrtfi D a . .MrDSwMtetMSl 

HELM WIND IJG Graham] U Barnes 5 to 13 _. S Taylor (5) 

5 JUST KUSH 04 (GRSHtan)RN«n5 toO C McCormack (5) 

LADY FOR PLEASURE (Mrs Am Bel) WCumnanm 6 D Q NSmffh 

LUCKY GANESHA (Ms S Sm#h) Ms S Srth 5 to G SPtoitt(7) 

PETITE BUSH (J G ftotaoni B Bteon 5 O to R McGrath (3) 

JACK FLASH (IfesLWbon) ShatJewl 4 to6 Mr C Bonner (3) 

NOStWANNIKDilSepriai JCiAtG)6IWEastot3y4 1)6 Mr K R O'Ryan (7) 

TTWS MAN (G F HMe) G VMB 4 106 SMeks»{7) 

YIRAISSB, iRDdaflyUcrt v^bbert j FeGeraw4 d 6- - - 
MARTHA'S MOONSTONE [Mrs L A Trnm) T Eatiertjy4 to 1 
-ZSdectared- 

BErnHti 5-2 Joe Bun. M Smtoiyne SpecUL 7-1 Mmthrt Moonstone. 8-1 Woodfirid Gate. 10-1 
1H Marty, Wrengte, 12-1 WMswood, 1A-1 Mr Busby, 16-1 Lucky Gsemta, Stffl Friends, 20 often 


-PCarbeny 
J Calagtan 


4.00 


JAMES ROBSON CLARK MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 4! 


SKY 


3.00 


DIPPER NOVICE CHASE (GRADE 2) (CLASS A) 
£18,500 added 2m 4f 

GREW GREEN DESBIT (36) (Damn C- Merced 0 Sherwood 7 fi 9 


SKY 


J A McCarthy 
.. PKrenV 
.A Dubbin 
. _P CJrtwrv 
RMcGraft 

"IS 

AS Srwft 

B Storey 


T 50| WADDINGTON JAYCARE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
- I D) £3,750 added 3m 

1 R1) |CJ (T H Semat) T Eadsfay 6 n 12 — BRyang) 

‘ AFiDGttiA (21) (3F) (L G M Raong) F Mipiiy 7 Tl 10 

3 -1U233 UNLATTei{ia)(6)(tejAMvBDMsMFte«ley8i1fl 


M Foster 
G Lee 


1 51H31 

2 M2H JYMJAM JOHNNY (15) (Q (Paflel Recydng Ssrvpfei J J OTM 9 ii S 

3 «21P< MASTER BAYARD 04 (Aten W MA*l P Itnteft tt US 

4 MHU PENTLANDSFLYER(22) (D) VYBW] JHJcfreon71i 5 .. 

5 -1Z3E RACHAEL'S OWEN (15) (0) (De+fani Raorq Ckw J Gride 8 fi 5 

6 3P-BF S0L5G5TTH (15) (D) (knnaSDn Farmere) J Santa 7 Tt 5 - 

7 QW ST1NGWG BEE p8)(WGRBe<J)W teas: US . 

3 fifiSZ TRUESCOT(22)(JAStepb«cr)Pa»estifti^i8115 

9 J4S-1 CELESTIAL CHOIR (18) (CO) (Mrs CteQtt&yVfislJL Eyre 8 T10 

-SdedsrwJ- 

BETTTNG: 94 Green Green Desert. 3-1 Pefitandi Ryre, 7-3 Cetestaf Chok. *-i Jymtan Johnny. 
10-1 RKfaeTeOmn. 20>1 True Seal 25-1 Metier Sward, Soteabth. 66-1 Stinging Bee. 

FORM GUIDE 

Portlands Flyw has taken rumor events a Cartels and Kefso ana he cat probably keep 
up ®° strong a gafiop for most of these H«j that axJd be tncky Id shake oH nowever. 
are Green &een Desert and CELESTIAL CHOIR Green Green Desert went wel a 
Doncaster last month tar Paul Carb&ry (back on Portlands Flyer today) and his narrow 
win from Morrato Forte looks sound with Monnaie Forte going in at Sandown last Sat- 
uday. Green Green Desert is ridden by Jrrmv McCarthy, who has dona such a good 


31-Ffi BLUE CHAM (19) (D) (BF) (M Lndaay) tta S Badbune B Tl G.-Mf M Bredbume P) 

2B2-F BBGKT1R SHADE (13) (CO) IDSTU) Mrs MtereteyS fill Pffirtri 

■Fmt BALlYU«(1^(nie40ParmsripjWKtenp7t1l -ADobUbi 

WP2 FtlVB) liNSHON (30) (D) PR P J Crate) J H Johnson g n 0 -PCsrtsrry 

-G333 BRWrSDEUGHT(38)(C)(ACbrtteRAIanto«11 RGteriQyV 

HPM CITTADINO (22)ra PBDwrtson) CThenkuBfiO M Footer 

454223 BUIZHGDAWN(KI)(C)(D)PSiUfaud>)JlUiu*tl toO B Storey 


P3654* POTATO MAN (Zj)(D) (Ore Foster] B Beoniz to 0... 


..CMcConnxk (5] 


33F14P HGHTY MBIC (54) (Mrs Boy! K Bread) Ifts B Brad to to 0 .OBerttey 

-Bdeetoed- 

tfrinwn lltat True hanttcap wagff Sla^g Own 9ti 06. PoBn*fai Stef Sb, Wghfy Men: 3J. 
BETTING: 11-4 Rteer Urahion. 9-2 Bfue Ghana Brig few Shade. 6-1 Btelyfere, 7-1 Mart DeUflM, 
C&tadna 10-1 Bbring Dawn. 20-1 often 

FORM GUIDE 

RIVER UNSHION needs m avoid the sort of mstake that had tan m the floor ft Real 
Tone's race here m Novemba' fcrt he's been a tut unto cky othendw sBasan Rfvar 
Unshoi was up agaeist the n-torm Lfodeni Lotto at Cattaridt lasttina end Manor Mao, 
who beat tan m Chettsnfiam. wm on to compteie a ha -trick (the Cheltenham tfrt, Tel 
The tJfoDer. was a close Herd of 21 to Tune lor A Ain at Leopardetown over Christmas). 
Blue Chann beat Lindens Lono at Irtjasetxjr^i and than flritired a ckw second to Tough 
Test there. Baltyllne 15 lengths track to forth after maktog the niueig. Balyfne might 
prefer this shorter trip but the lopwlght looks Beefy to make a race d It Brighter Shade 
has room for inprovemenL Cittadiiw Is having oily his second outing ever fences, tut 
he 3 a pos3iriity wrth only IQ stone r fe fist hsidcap chasa 

Selection: RIVER UNSHON 


PI J NITERS' G UIDE 


ASCOT 

Uft EVER BLESSED wtunwl af- 
ter a long absence to finish a dose 
second in a hoi novice hurfle in 
ground at Chepstow and 
may be able to cope with another 
promising type, fioys& Toast 

□CP 

M5: WiLh Golden Spinoer and 
Dsso out of Form, Super Coin well 
out of the handicap and K«ti with 
s o me thing to prove after finishing 
second of two finishers, OBAN and 
Soper Thctics should have this to 
themselves. The former is lightly 
meed aiyi open to improvement. 

COO 

120: LORD DORCET is improv- 
ing fast and pul up his best per- 
formance when almost beating 
Viking Flagship last time. Arctic 
Kmsman is well handicapped but 
unreliable. Native Mission is no for- 
lorn hope at long odds. 

NEWCASTLE 
Mary Reveley complicates 
matters here by Editing three - all 
last-time-out winners. Her stable 
has been going through a lean spell, 
however, so it seems best to side 
with CLASSIC EAGLE. This one 
is saddled by Di Haine, whose smaO 
vard has hit form of late. 

baa 

3.00: JYMJAM JOHNNY likes to 
fame the pace and this tough track 
should bring out the best in him. 
Green Green Desert is obviously 
the one he has to beat. 

□CO 

4.00: Raul Carbeny teamed up with 
River Unshion ai Catterick last 
time and they finished a good sec- 
ond to Lin den's Lotto. Bui giving . 
a stone to CITTADINO looks the 


H YPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


problem. The latter was given a 
gentle introduction to fences over 
Ayr (2m) three weeks ago. Tbday's 
extra half-mile should enable Mar- 
tin Foster to secure victory. 

WARWICK 

2.95: Bakfcar is mother espensve 
Flat recruit to join David NicboL 
son. But on this occasion ir may be 
best to rely on the experience and 
toughness of TOM TAILOR. 
□□□ 

235: Oridwen sauntered to victory 

over four rivals at Market Rasea 
last tune. Billy Worthington’s 
mount takes on far tougher oppo- 
ation. ANC Express ; displayed | 
prowess as a soft-ground staye r tw 
seasons ago and a return to farm 
was indicated at Sandown. last 
rime. The grey was going welling :* 
til blundering at the I3tiu-;MISS^ 
DISKIN has been brought aiong 
steadily this season and the mare 
should sow be ready to strike. 

□CO. " 

3.18: Unstakable Boxer can make 
a bold bid despite being 1 21b wro ng 
at the weights. PRINCEFUL, 
though, should not be opposed. 
Jenny Pitman's runner has a tsuch 
of and romped home.-from 
Moorish at Cheltenham last time.: 

OOP v; '• ./i 

iAO: WITH IMPUNTiy dqute 
the odd fence but as long as Tnn- 
ory Muipfg' sils tight he should; 

reach the winner's endosure." 


I 


1 I 


VICTOR CHANDLER HANDICAP CHASE- 10- YEAR-TALE 

19B8 89 BO 01 92 93 94 95 

96 

97 


P 

1 

Winners place In betdng: A 1 0 2J 1 2 3 2 

0 

1 

Starttog-pricee: A 6-4 ft-1 u-4 6-4 9-2 3-1 3-1 

8-1 

9-4 

Wimtog weights: A ttflftD tort 1110 KXIOftOlOS 

104 

■mo 

Winner’s age; A1Q11B97 70 

8 

B 

Profit or loss to £1 stake: Favourites -£075 Second Favourites +CZ37 

Peroentege of winners placed IM, 2nd or 3rd ft last race: 100% 

Shortest-priced winners: Desert Orchid pB89) S Wteterion Boy (B9E1 6-4 

Longest-priced winner: Mofcteour (1990) ft-1 

Top tralnere: J FitzGerald - Mekfeour (t99C)L SybMn (1993) 



D Nktoofaon - Wteerioo Boy (S92). Vtong Ftagship (094) 



Ttop Jockey: R Dunwoody - Waterloo Boy (B92). Vkng Ffe^bfe (®9^ 

FIRST SHOW 







Ascot — 2.20 


Hone 

C 

H 

L 

T 

Caftan 

M 

92 

M 

91 

Leri Dora* 

M 

5-1 


51 

OrRoeti 

M 

92 

92 

M 

Antic Kmqwi 

132 

61 

02 

5-1 

lUgen 

132 


61 

IM 


61 

n-2 

frl 

7-1 

Cianbriaa Chdenge 7-1 

7-1 

M 

7-1 

Lectori 

51 

10-1 

91 

91 

NriraUtaan 

2M 

2P4 

14-1 

M-1 


art Kg amt* odEte prion 1. i 3 
C-CBti H -Wfcn 1ft L-ladbdea T - tm 


Lingfidd — 3 JO 


Hone 

C 

H 

L 

T 

Cossack Cart 

91 

91 

91 

92 

Redorttate 

7-1 

91 

91 

91 

Speedy Cteatic 

91 

91 

91 

91 

P»* 

&2 

91 

91 

191 

SfaneBm 

91 

C-l 

91 

11-1 

CNtoteadBay 

12-1 

12-1 

151 

151 

PatecogtiBfoucfi 

tt-1 

fl-1 

tt-1 

151 

Abtal 


91 

14-1 

tl-1 

•atioRri 

tt-1 

tt-1 

tt-1 

14-1 

PtanForPtoft 

14-1 

0-1 

tt-1 

tt-1 

Salty Jack 

14-1 

tt-1 

0-1 

91 

TWn Creeks 

14-1 

tt-1 

14-1 

tt-1 

SdraorBUoe 

M-1 

191 

191 

191 

BtosRyer 

291 

291 

tt-1 

291 

PfePB* 

25-1 

5-1 

S-1 

391 

MrRotiy 

251 

391 

391 

391 


art tot a quam-tacetk ptoes I, * 
C - Oart H - Uftni I* L- Lrtntai T - Y» 


Warwick— 23S 


Hens 

c 

H 

L 

T 

Ceridesn 

51 

112 

51 

51 

BfaMBoy 


7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

HffEtamBoy 

w 

7-1 

91 

91 

MtetOMki 

191 

7-1. 

7-1 

91 

Kfate . 

n-i 

151 

91 

11-1 

Over The Dssl 

151 

151 

a-i 

tt-1 

ANCEqm 

tt-1 

151 

191 

tt-1 

Danger Btiv 

14-1 

191 

191 

191 

RtiCYOtie 

C-1 

tt-1 

tt-1 

M-1 

Jel Urn 

14-1 

C-l 

151 

tt-1 

taaoneBcw 

tt-1 

91 

tt-1 

191 

Church L» 

14-1 

W-1 

191 

191 

TopJaraffn 

191 

191 

191 

tt-1 

Bsngtta 

tt-1 

291 

tt-1 

251 

Orange ftafa 

391 

351 

391 

391 

Stater Stechmte 

391 

&1 

291 

391 


Eart «v aqaarreatfepficra J, i 3. 4 
C -Goal H-Wan HI L- LadrirtaT-fote 


Warwick— 3.40 


Horae 

C 

H 

L 

T 

CtaraMsn 

52 

94 

51 

94 

Vlttifaimtiy 

72 

91 

72 

91 

JfabarTheXMer 

92 

72 

41 

72 

MraarUeo 

91 

92 

51 

91 

LroceAimikana 

91 

91 

7-1 

191 

Tno 

91 

91 

tt-1 

IM 

Aflo George 

tt-1 

W-l 

191 

191 

Orlairt 

rata is second PEferem 

Kart 

rare s second arateerce 


artamaBrteoettt ptaoos 1. a 3 
C - Cart N - Wtan W L - Lartrtn T - Ite 


RACING RESULTS 


KEMPTON 

IJXh 1. ROAD RACER (J A McCarthy) 
7-4 lav. 2. Dual Or Bus! 25-1; 3. Almond 
Rock ttOfia lAnm. 21 a (PVtebbart TUk 
C 2so: 030. Enea ct.m df: E72jea csf: 
CSl2a Trio: E3Q7Q 

IfiS: 1. ROYAL ARCTIC (CMtebb) 7-1:2. 
Bohj 7-1. 3. welsh SBC 6-1 15 ran. 5-1 fov 
Maey v60i) Vh. 7. (S Melort. HatK CB70: E1B0. 
Ea7UC13Q OF: C22SO CSF: £5452. Tricaa: 
E2967Z Tr»-. CE15Q Wt Sw^cal Spnt 
2-05: J. BIORSTOCK (T Oescombe) 94 
fav. 2. Robins Pride 10-1; 3. SuMme Fol- 
low 7-2 8 ran. T7-. I'A. (R Hodges) Tola- 
£Z9o: Ena C23a ciao df: efted csf-. 
E22.41 Tncast C7U1& 

ZM: 1. ZAFARABAD (R Jonreom 13-0 
tar, 2. Bttazon 5-2; 3. Darcy 5-1 13 ran. 
2'fc 25 (O MctootaJrt TWa: E230: CL4Q E15Q 
risa OF: C4.KL CSF: £S2S Trio: CSDQ 
3.10: 1. SAIL BY THE STARS (SWyme) 
7-2; 2. Orawefl Lad 8-1 ; X Redoemyoureelf 
V-Z 9 raa 3-1 tw Eulogy (un 1 X ja (T 
Fore»l%te: E3B0: B13a CZ5Q E22Q OF: 
0180 CSF: £3021 Tncast 04170 Tn* E2SO 
3.40: 1. ISTTOFF (R Duiwoody) 2-1 lav; 
2. Kedge Anchor Mail 5-1 ; 3. Rossmora 
Girl ttOGQ 14 ran. ft 7 (P Mottos) Toto: 
£2.70; £180, £220 020 DF; £61Q CSF: 
£1284. Too; CS2Q 

4.10: 1.TOMPETOO (Cuanrtyri) 3-1 far. 
2. Shaptwnla Rost 12-1 ; 3. HBmourt8-L 
15 ran. 5 n (N Twtgjm-Davtesi Toto: cam - 
ElTtt £270 £280 DF- £1360 CSF: G407S. 
Trtcast £28682. Tno. 00050 NRs: toad, 
Psatevrood. 

Jackpot ESTOBO 

Placopot CtlOO Quad pot £2.70 
Place 6: 072S Place 5: £1036. 

MUSSELBURGH 
1250:1. KING OF THIEVES (DGrtstfio) 
6-1 ; 2. Count Tbny 6-1 ; 3. Sifting Emm- 
pte ffl-l 9 ran. 4. n tav Justin Mac (tih}. % 
S (C Mam) Tbte: £470; 0.10 020 £430 
DF: £1660 CSF: tnso Tno: 01860 NR: Hoh 
Express. 

1-20: 1. GEORGE DILLINGHAM (L 
Wjwn TI-10 Jw; 2 Fool A Una 4-1 ; 2 Iny- 
ougobkiB 10-1 9 ran. ft ZV». p Sntk Tbte: 
E180; Oft E150 £230 . OR £2B0 CSF: GtSt 
Tno: £630. 

1- W.1.BAHER (fifes RCIartlM |t to; 
2. Fate And Fancy 6-1; 3, Capftft TftwreU 
50- '■ 15 ran, 9-2 rf tav Opera Fan, 37,. 
gQaridJfote: £650; £214 E3SaG22» DF; 
£2120. CSF; £2364. Tncast OD9&B& Trio: 
£23400: 

2- 20: 1. CHINA KING (PCaibeny) 5-1; 
2. Moss Pageant W-1; a Noble Itam 5-2 
tew. 10m. 4. 7,. (j FitzGerald) Tbte: £440; 
Oft £600 £150 DF: £2250 CSF: £6041 
Trio: £3500 

25ft1.ROBINGO(MrSOuHCk) IM lay; 
2. Tbpoth a norttiraclnn 3-1; 3. Shonara'i 
r 8 ran. ^ 8. (J Nwttal Toftc £230; 

Oft £120 £120 DF: E7M: CSF: £740 Tn- 
cast £1213 

330:1.TOmbfOD!£ (ECateghan) D-2; 
2, Arctic Sandy 5* few. 3. Dual fanage ft-l 
S ran. 2 nh. (JH Johnson) Tote £360:060 
Oft £260 DF: SA2Q CSF: ES50 Trtcast 
£9075 

35ft 1. FORZA1R (P CaitlBfiy) 4-1; 2 Lfr 
lie Duka 13-23. Mmftire Heart 7-1 13 ran. 


3-1 fav Hurst Ftyar (4ft). 'U. 10 (J J GTteft 
Tbte: B46D: £3ft £120 060 DF: £B80 CSF: 
£2830 Tricast £16405 Tho: £7200 
Ptacepot £6640 ChJBdpot £640 . 

Place 6: £2530 Place 5: £556. 

SOUTHWELL 

1230: 1. KID ORY (P Fassey) M-1; 2 
Muflagh Hn Lad 12-1; 3. River Entogn 6-1 
11 ran. 2-1 lav Seanchal 1V«.nfc (D Chap- 
man). Tbte: £1700; £750 £240 £250 OF: 
CS330 CSF: £172791 Tricast ClOSUa Ufa: 
EWXTOi 

130:1. ICE AGE (DOggs) 3-1 |tttv;2. 
Gauge 3-1 jt fav: 3. Napoleon Star 7-2. 9 
ran. 7. 2 (fi WBarns) Tbte: £420; 020 E2M 
050 DF: £100 CSF: 0154 TriC8BC£3Q5% 

Trn: £780 NRs: Superaoporo* Unshaken. 

130: 1. MR FORTYWINKS (kbs Diana 
Janes) »-1l few 2. Head Gardwier 12-I; 

3. Modest Hope 14-1 12 ran. 5, 1>A- (J L 
EyraVJbta: £150; Oft £250 £350 DR 8820 
CSF: £1433. Tricast £10802. Tho: £23570 . 

230: 1. MISTER ASPECTO p Hotaid) 

7-4 lav; 2. Private Ftaur* g-2 ; 3. Golden. 
Hadear7-l9ran.4,hd.(M Jofinslon).T1M! 
£330; £110 £230 £130 DF: £Sft CSF: fa 
£ft50 Trio: £2050 W 

230:1. CHINA CASTLE (LCbamod^ 4-5 
fart 2. Raffles Rooster 15-8: 3. Dick Tlipln 
12-1 « ran. 2 . 9 (P Hasten). Tote: ClflO Oft 
Oft OF; 070 CSF: £240 M* FUL . 

33 0; 1- DOUBLE ECHO (W JCnMtatf 
14-1; 2. AjdarS-1; 3. Raindeer Quest 7-2 
tot 12 ran. 1 %, 3'A. (J Bofteto. Tbte: £2230 
5340 £2.10 S3J3Q DF: £8630 CSF: £8157 
Tricast £33770 Tno: £8320 
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*We regularly lay horses to lose a quarter of a million in a single bet,' says Victor Chandler, the master of the rails 


Victor Chandler: last of the real bookmakers 


. • r» ,i — 


J - M ;• 


The man who sponsors 

4 today's big race at Ascot 
wfl also be shouting the 
odds as the runners gp to 

- post. Victor Chandler is 

- not just a bookie, he is 
one of the few fearless 
bookies that remain. The 
only thing that worries 
him is the future of his 
profession. 


Victor Chandler is looking-veiy 
: well - for a relic. There is the 

- trademark sharp suit, a mono- 

- granuned shirt, and more than 
: a hint of unseasonal tan on a 

- face which betrays barely half of 
its 46 years. In fact, there is no 
doubt about it Victor Chandler 

^ is looking very well, full stop. 

But a relic be still is, in one 
sense at least Fifty years ago, 
the betting rings of British race- 
courses were seething with fear- 
less bookmakers - Chandler’s 
father and grandfather among 
them - for whom a serious bet 
was a challenge, not a threat 
They were punters, too. On the 
wall of Chandler's office near 
Regent's Park is a large portrait 
of Sterope, who won the Cam- 
bridgeshire in 1948. It was com- 
missioned by his father, “Old" 
Victor, who was one of the few 
people at Newmarket who 


backed him. Sterope started at 
40-1, and injected almost 
£50,000 (the equivalent of a cool 
£lm these days) into the fami- 
ly coffers. 

These days, bookies like 
that are a breed on the edge of 
extinction. Some may say that 
one man with a big satchel is no 
different from the next, but you 
need only glance at the race 
which Chandler sponsors at 
Ascot today to see what sets him 
apart. Remember the Ladbroke 
Hurdle a week ago? Two dozen 
handicappers on the tightest of 
tracks. Chandler, on the other 
hand, promotes a select hand- 
icap chase, which regularly at- 
tracts the finest two-mDers in 
training, horses like Waterloo 
Boy, Viking Flagship and 
Desert Orchid. 

“1 love the jumping, so I 
wanted a chase," he says, “and 
when this came up, it was per- 
fect. The nice thing is that we 
can entertain about 120 clients, 
and a lot of mv clients have be- 
come friends over the years. 
There are people like Brian 
Stewart Brown, who won our 
race last year [with Ask Tom], 
he’s a good friend and a client 
for a long time. He bashes me 
up a bit more often than I'd like, 
but you’ve got to take a long- 
term view. It’s very hard to con- 
sider closing down someone 
who's a true sportsman, who 









GREG WOOD 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 


R is for . . - 


Racecanfc Usually a thin, shod- 
dy pamphlet costing anything up 


to £2 which is of no use to man 
or beast. As a rale, the people 
who write the brief comments 
on each runner do not so much 
hedge their bets, as plant a mass 
of pine and spruce which would 
do credit to the Forestry Com- 
mission. Do yourself a favour 
and take a newspaper instead. 
This one, preferably. 

RamsdeiL, Jack; One of the 
shrewdest punters operating in 
British betting, and as such his 
name is the only thing he has 
in common with . . . 

Rams den. Terry. Who was a 
colourful addition to racecourse 
life during the 1980s. when bis 
excursions into the ring were 
spectacular and ill-judged in 
equal measure. Strangely, some 
who remember those heady 
days still believe that Tel gave 
the bookies a hiding. In fact, it 


looks after small trainers as well 
and isn't frightened to have a go. 
That’s the sort of people we 
need in the game." 

In all. Chandler has more 
than 5.000 clients on his books, 
and sends out about M00 bills 
after a normal fortnights trad- 
ing. But a brave bookie needs 
a braver punters to keep him in 
business, and the right sort of 
customer is ever more difficult 
to find. 

“The late 1980s were very 

very good for us.“ 

be says, "but so- 
ciety has changed 
a great deal. The 
work ethic in the 
City has changed 
a lot, so you don’t 

get stockbrokers — 

taking Wednes- 
day afternoon off to go racing 
any more. Midweek the big 
players just aren't there. One 
Friday at Newbury a few weeks 
ago, we took £30 on one race, 
and nothing like that had hap- 
pened before. I was shocked." 

As a result, the two big Fes- 
rival meetings, Royal Ascot and 
Cheltenham, grow ever more 
important. “We rely on those 
meetings to make the business 
pay these days. At Cheltenham, 
there are individual players 
who will have £40,000 or 
£50,000 on, and we regularly lay 
horses to lose a quarter of a mil- 


was quite the opposite, and 
Ramsden was such a regular los- 
er that many layers imagined 
they had died and gone to 
heaven (which was rather a pre- 
sumption. since when the time 
comes most of them are booked 
on a one-way ticket in the op- 
posite direction). Though his 
company. Glen International, 
apparently did something clever 
in the Japanese markets, no one 
ever worked out precisely what 
It was. or why it should be so 
wildly lucrative that Ramsden 
could cheerfully stick £250.000 
each-way on Mr SnugfiL his 
runner in the 1986 National. 
Whatever it was. it went pear- 
shaped in the crash of 1987. and 
Terry was warned off for non- 
payment of gambling debts. 
StiU, it was fun while it lasted. 

Rank, Mrs J V: Who was 
known to all and sundry as 


BY GREG 
WOOD 


lion in a single bet. It might 
sound blase to say that, but the 
figures depend on your cir- 
cumstances at the time, and the 
racing is so competitive that 
people don’t fall on one horse 
like they do at Sandown on a 
Saturday. You might lay six or 
seven horses to lose huge 
amounts in the same race, and 
five or six others as well." 

Even so. there is no guaran- 
teed profit when the tapes go up. 
Chandler laid a bet of £20.000 

at 9-2 about \&- 

gador just before 
the start of the 
Supreme Nov- 
ices’ Hurdle in 
1988, not to men- 
tion dozens of 

- others in what 

was a headlong 
gamble. .Almost l0yearsoo.just 
a mention of the name brings a 
slight glaze to bis eyes. “Terri- 
ble." he mutters. "We fell into 
a trap there." It still hurts. 

There was also the famous 
case of the man who lost a for- 
tune and then got it all hack. 
“He was at Royal Ascot the 
whole week. I bad him right be- 
hind the eight-baJI. he was re- 
ally firing at me. It was the best 
week we’d ever had. and all 
through it 1 was going home and 
telling my wife how clever we’d 
been. Then he went on to the 
evening meeting on the Friday 


and he was losing even more. In 
the last race, he backed the win- 
ner, got the forecast up, and the 
Tricast as well. It came to just 
under £lm, and it was every- 
thing he'd lost in the whole 
week. 1 had to be carried out of 
the office." 

Ultimately, of course, there 
are more losers than winners, 
as the huge BMW with a VC 
number plate in the garage be- 
neath his office testifies. Yet still 
there are not enough of them 
to fill the tank entirely, and 
these days. Chandler is a regu- 
lar punter too. He employs a 
private handicapper, a rime ex- 
pert and someone else who 
keeps his ear to the ground ex- 
clusively on Victor s behalf. On 
an average Saturday at the 
races, he might make a book on 
three or four races, and punt on 
the rest, either by walking into 
the ring and having a bet, or lay- 
ing a horse he does not fancy. 

Above all, though, he re- 
mains the betting ring's most 
obvious target. The average 
punter can only dream of stak- 
ing the sort of sums which 
Chandler will accept, but if 
they had Lhat kind of money, he 
is the man they would all love 
to take on. It is something to do 
with the way he stands there in 
a cashmere coat and Savili 
Row suit, and dares you to. no 
matter who vou are. or what 


you know. “If you're on the 
wrong end of a plot and it costs 
you a lot of money, you might 
scream and weep a bit," be says, 
“but some trainers have got to 
survive like that. If a trainer 
hasn't got many horses, they’ll 
have to have a bet occasional- 
ly to pay the wages. I take a 
slightly different attitude to 
the Jockey Club, but if they’re 
blatant they get pulled in, and 
if they're clever they don't, 
and the punters love it. You can 
look back to people like Ron 
Smyth, who basically made a liv- 
ing out of punring. People like 
that are my heroes." Try as you 
mighL it is hard to imagine the 
head accountant at Ladbrokes 
taking a similar view. 

But the Chandler challenge 
will not be there forever, and it 
may be that a punter in 2020 will 
not understand what a proper, 
old-time bookmaker is. ‘Tve no 
children, so I look like being Lbe 
last." Chandler, a fourth-gen- 
eration bookie, says. “By now, 
there should be people coming 
up to replace the likes of 
Stephen [little] and me, buL the 
unfortunate thing is that people 
with the mentality to be a book- 
maker will now find that the 
Forex market and the trading 
floors will pay a lot betrer." 

So lake him on now, while 
you still have the chance. If you 
dare. 


“fht " during her punting career 
in the immediate post-War 
years. She married Jimmy 
Rank, one of the richest men 
of his day, and set about gam- 
bling away his money almost as 
fast as he could make it. The 
sioTy goes lhat Jimmy eventu- 
ally felt it necessary to buy a 
bookmaking firm behind his 
wife's back, and then arrange 
for most of her business to he 
channelled through it in order 
to preserve ai least some of his 
fortune. What an old romantic. 

Rules of Racing: Of which 
there are many hundreds, al- 
though only those which may 
affect the pay-out after a race 
are of serious interest to pun- 
ters. This boils down to riding 
offences, and not so much the 
letter of the law. as its inter- 
pretation by the local stewards, 
who are famous for many 


things but not. in general, con- 
sistency. The Jockey Club. io be 
fair, has tweaked the regula- 
tions down the years and few- 
er horses which were winners 
on merit arc now losing the race 
in the stewards' room, but such 
issues as whether or not a 
horse has improved its placing 
- which can make the differ- 
ence between a result standing 
or being thrown out - will al- 
ways be subjective, in much the 
same way as no referee can 
honestly say whether some- 
one in an offside position in 
football is actually interfering 
with play. The only possible so- 
lution from a punting point of 
view is to bet with one of the 
dozens of independent book- 
ies who still offer a “double-re- 
sult” concession, that is. they 
pay on both outcomes when a 
result is overturned. You may 
not be startled to hear that this 


offer is not available with Lad- 
brokes. William Hill or Coral. 

Rules of Betting; There are a 
lot of these as well, so many in 
fact that when they stick them 
up in betring shops, they use 
such miniature type that no one 
can ever be bothered to read 
them. No matter, though, be- 
cause the most important rule 
of all is the one that is not writ- 
ten down, specifically: Thou 
shah not win. This ultimate law 
is enforced by any number of 
means. Lhe most effective be- 
ing that employed by credit 
bookmakers, who close the ac- 
counts of anyone in danger of 
breaking it- Irritating though 
this may be for the customer, 
there is no greater accolade in 
the punting world than to re- 
ceive a snippy letter from a 
bookie telling you lhat your 
business is no longer required. 
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Will a Green 
Green rascal 
come home? 


Photograph: Herbie Knott 


AJ Capone was born on 17 
January and today also promis- 
es to be a television widow-mak- 
er of an afternoon with 10 
races available across the air- 
waves. Only those with access 
to the extraterrestrial, howev- 
er, will be able to watch the ex- 
citement from Newcastle, 
where Sky begins its pitch for 
the Saturday markeL 

Team Murdoch has signed a 
contract with Gosfonh Park 
which means the track's notable 
contests, such as the Eider 
Chase and the Northumber- 
land Plate, are exdusrvefy theirs. 
Today's offering is hardly up to 
that standard, though the Dip- 
per Novices' Chase is both valu- 
able and not without interesL 
The name horse here is Green 
Green Desert (3.00). one of 
those marvellous beasts whom 
everyone seems to know even 
though he's not brilh'anL What 
he is, is an unadulterated scamp. 

Green Green Desert made 
a great sltiU of finishing in the 
frame on the Flat while at the 
same time conveying the im- 
pression he could have won with 
a smidgen more application. 
They thought obstacles might 
iron him out, but they thought 
wrongly. The seven-year-old 
stQl fools around, but such is his 
natural ability that he has won 
four of his last five races. He 
should succeed again today, 
but it's not worth putting good 
money on that eventuality. 

At Warwick, there is anoth- 
er Lucifer of the turf in die shape 
of Sister Stephanie. Graham 
McCburt s mare has established 
that it is far less breathtaking to 
stand rock still when the tapes 
go up than amble off with the 
rest of her species. Last Satur- 
day, she did actually start at 
Sandown, but she was soon fin- 
ished. falling at the first. Se- 
lecting one scoundrel on a 
Saturday is probably more than 
enough, so the old mare is 
passed over here for another of 
her sex, CERIDWEN (nap 135). 


The tough nut to crack on this 
card is the 26-runner handicap 
hurdle, but as most of the field 
are out of the handicap, h may 
not be quite as unfathomable as 
it first appears. The one to be 
is PriooeftU (next best 3.10), who 
was overpowering at Chel- 
tenham last rime. He will need 
to be good to beat Lord Jim. 

Even Lingfield has its at- 
tractions today, when the sug- 
ar daddies of Ladbrokes stage 
the all-weather handicap final, 
though the main card of the 
weekend, of course, is at satu- 
rated Ascot. Off air the princi- 
pal interest will centre on 
Bellator, who is being talked 
about as a possible winner of 
both the Tote Gold Trophy and 
the Champion Hurdle. If he 
can't win today he’ll capture nei- 
ther of the other two. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Ceridwen 
(Warwick 2.35) 

NB: Green Green Desert 
(Newcastle, 3.00) 


Royal Toast (1.15) looks 
good for starters, and the run 
of Super Tactics (1.45) will 
give us a due as to how Celibate 
might perform in the day’s top 
event, the Victor Chandler 
Chase. When the pair met here 
last month. Super Ihctics was 
given a sound thrashing. 

The betting shape of the 
Victor Chandler exhibits just 
how open the race is. There are 
claims for Or Royal, even 
though his best distance is prob- 
ably beyond two miles, and 
Mulligan, who spends more 
time on the floor than lino. 

Cdlhate (120). like his train- 
er, Charlie Mann, has had a che- 
quered career, which includes 
a second in the Belgian Cham- 
pion Hurdle at Waregem. He 
was beaten ax and a hsdf lengths 
by Or Royal in the Arkle Chase 
at last year's Festival, so the 
weights give him a sporting 
chance of revenge. 


Sheikhs give blessing to plan 


Sheikh Mohammed and Ham- 
dan Al Maktoum have given 
their support to the British 
Horseracing Board's newly un- 
veiled financial plan and urged 
the BHB to put it to the Gov- 
ernment “as soon as possible". 

But Sheikh Mohammed re- 
peated his threat that he and his 
family will pull their horses out 
of Britain if a “fairer" financial 
structure is not introduced. 

Peter Savili, a leading British 
owner and a director of the 


BHB, hailed as a success the vis- 
it he and the trainer John G os- 
den made to Dubai to discuss 
the plan with the two Sheikhs. 
“Both were fully supportive of 
the plan," he said. 

Their threats sriD hang heavy 
in the air of rating, however, 
and as if to emphasise this 
point Sheikh Hamdan moved 
his Middle Park Stakes winner, 
Hayil. and 1 1 other horses that 
were trained by the late David 
Morley to France yesterday. 


McCoy can time 
Royal accession 

The former National Hunt jockey 
Steve Smith Ecdes (right) gives a 
runner-by runner analysis of today's 
Victor Chandler Handicap Chase. 


Mnlfigan: Top weight wiD not 
do his chances any good. A 
useful horse at his best but 
cannot be trusted to put in 
a dear round. 

Or Royal: A class young 
horse who is still improving. 
He won last year's Arkle 
Trophy at the Cheltenham 
Festival and his jockey, Tony 
McCoy, is keen on his 
chances. Or Royal will be 
suited by a strong pace but 
don’t expect to see his grey 
nose until the closing stages. 

Celibate: Came good last 
time over this course and dis- 
tance, winning the Frogmore 
Handicap Chase. Mick 
Fitzgerald takes the reins 
and I expect to see the com- 
bination in the frame. 

Jeffelk Irish raider who loves 
to bowl along in front and 
usually jumps well. Howev- 
er, I cannot see him getting 
into the front line on what he 
has achieved this season. 

Leotard: Has an excellent 
each-way chance. He would 
have finished second to Celi- 
bate rather than fourth but 
for making mistakes in the 
closing stages of the Frog- 
more Chase. 


Arctic Kinsman: Nigel 
Tviston-Davies's horses are 
hitting a real purple patch af- 
ter a slow stan and there has 
been some money for this 
grey. He ran poorly at Chel- 
tenham last time and has a 
bit to find in my book. 

Lord Do reel: Flattered when 
second to a be low-par Viking 
Flagship at Weiherhy. He will 
have bis supporters but I am 
not one of them. 

Cumbrian Challenge: In 
great form, winning his last 
four starts. He races in a 
higher league this time but is 
an improving sort who can 
ran a big race. 

Native Mission: The rise in 
the weights is to his advantage 
and his trainer, Jimmy 
FitzGerald, rates his chances. 
Needs to show dramatic im- 
provement to play any part 

Conclusion: There is sure to 
be plenty of pace and that 
Should suit OR ROYAL, who 
likes to come late. Tony Mc- 
Coy is bullish about his 
chances, while Mulligan’s 
hopes hinge on his jumping. 
Leotard, Celibaie and Cum- 
brian Challenge to battle it 
out for the minor platings. 
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Driven to distraction by the sideshows and slideshows that beat the real thing 


■ 





MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


ON THE 

ALTERNATIVE 

ATTRACTIONS 


Apparently I've seen Stirling 
Moss. At Brands Hatch, so my 
parents always maintained. 
And when I think hard about 
it I do faintly recall a sporting 
echo from that far-off Sixties 
Saturday. 

Two towers of white paper 
cups were constructed some- 
where behind the backs of the 
spectating adults, and if my 
memory serves me well my 
tower grew bigger than that of 
my cousin David’s before it 
crashed to the around. 

I believe there was some dis- 
cussion among the adults about 
a more public crash that oc- 
curred on the other side of the 
fence, but that was none of our 
concern. We were not inter- 
ested in the main attraction. 

Alternative attractions are 
everywhere in the sporting 
realm - they need only to be not 
quite looked for. And an aside 


Rafter coping 
with weight 
of Australian 


expectation 


The Australian Open 
gets underway on 
Monday, and the hosts 
have a current Grand 
Slam singles champion 
to support for the first 
time since Pat Cash in 
1988, when the 
tournament was 
transferred from the 
grass of Kooyong to the 
rubberised concrete 
courts of the National 
Tennis Centre in 
Melbourne. How will Pat 
Rafter cope with all the 
fuss? 


While close to comparison with 
the “classy Aussies" of yester- 
year admired by Pete Sampras, 
Pat Rafter is emphatically a 
character in his own right. That 
was underlined by the 26-year- 
old Queenslander's response to 
the acclaim which followed his 
triumph last September in suc- 
ceeding Sampras as the United 
States Open champion. 

“People are thinking that 
I’m some sort of genius now,” 
Rafter said, '‘but _ 

it's not as if I’m 
this completely r)\/ t/ 

new player- Tm OI I* 

the same old ' 

sack of crap I D Q U 

always was.” 1 ^ 

In which 

case, full marks 
for the packaging. Only Sam- 
pras, the defending champion, 
world champion and No 1 in the 
vear-end world rankings for 
the past 5ve years, is seeded 
higher than Rafter for the Aus- 
tralian Open men's singles title. 

Since reluming home for the 
first time in seven months after 
the ATP Tour Championship in 
Hannover in November, Rafter 
has sampled the interest his vic- 
tory in New York created Down 
Under by participating in the 
Hopman Cup in Perth and in 
this week’s Sydney Interna- 
tional ATP Tour event. He was 
defeated in the semi-finals yes- 
terday by Oxford's Tim Hen- 
man. 7-6, 7-5. Monday brings 
the big one at Melbourne Park, 
the first Grand Slam tourna- 
ment of the year. 

"Mate, listen. I don’t know 
what to really expect 1 " Rafter 
said. “I am figuring that it’s go- 
ing to be pretty crazy. Even 
when I’ve been 60 or 80 in the 


Open world it's been pretiy crazy, 

Bn pretty difficult to work out- 

side. and I guess this time it’s 
e hosts going to be a little bit more. I’m 

5 rand really looking forward to iL 

impion It’s going to be a lot of fiin. If 
he first 1 could just have a relaxed at- 
^ash in titude instead of getting uptight 
about the whole situation, I 
think that’s most important.” 

5 Relaxation is not a problem 

n the for Rafter at his second home 

ig to the in Pembroke, Bermuda, where 

he gets about on a rented 
. moped. Having experienced 

1 onaJ two years of frustration nursing 

n tennis injuries, one of which 

iv will Pat caused him to retire during the 

h all the second round of the 1996 Aus- 

tralian Open -“a blessing in dis- 
guise, because I realised by 
watching everybody else having 
parison with success bow much I wanted it 
i" of yester- as well 7 ’ - he is determined to 
te Sampras, make the most of life, 
shatically a “It has to be that way, mate, 

i right. That for me to continue to be out 
the 26-year- here,” he said. "Listen. Fra not 
response to going to let this success keep me 
Followed his at home all the time so that I 
Tiber in sue- can’t go out I don’t want to deal 
> the United with people all the time but I’m 
pion. going to have to do it For me 

inking that to stay nonnaL Tm going to 
enius now,” have to do that I’m going to 

continue to do 

what I love do- 

D'V TO 1-4 N.T ing, that’s enjoy 

D Y lUrlJN myself off the 

_ court as well as 

ROBERTS 

block out all the 


attention? 

“Well, I can't really block it out 
I’ve just got to learn to deal with 
it You have to deal with it it’s 
part of it. and when it gets too 
much I have to learn to say ‘No’, 
in a nice way. I don’t like to of- 
fend anyone.” 

A year ago. Rafter and 
Britain's Greg Rusedski both 
lost in the first round of the Aus- 
tralian Open. They went on to 
meet in the final of the US 
Open. Rafter is currently 
ranked No 2 in the world, 
Rusedski No 6. “I think Greg’s 
going to be up there for another 
couple of years,” Rafter said. 
"First of ah, he's got a great 
serve, everybody knows it. He’s 
a great competitor. He’s start- 
ing to move very well. You'll see 
him there for a while.” 

Rafter also has the highest 
regard for Henman, the British 
No 2 currently ranked 19th in 
the world. “Timm)’ is potentially 
a top five player,” the Aus- 
tralian said. “He’s probably got 


is always more interesting than 
the speech it punctuates. 

I was once involved, along 
with a roomful of other jour- 
nalists. in a live satellite link- 
up to interview Nigel Mansell, 
who was on the other side of 
the Atlantic preparing to chal- 
lenge for the Indianapolis 500 
title. 

We linked before he re- 
alised. and our wide screen sud- 
denly transmitted his image as 
he chatted with his team aides 
about getting the sponsors' 
names into every interview he 
was about to undertake. "Got 
to keep them happy," he said. 
Most entertaining. 

The light snow of publicity 
which has already fallen on us 
concerning next month’s Win- 
ter Olympics in Nagano re- 
minds me of a moment of 
quiet bliss I enjoyed ut the last 
Games-oo-ice. 


Once skaters finish scrib- 
bling on a rink, and the noise 
of clapping dies away, there is 
an interlude which features 
the quiet hut insistent attrac- 
tion of a tractor-like vehicle 
which resurfaces (he ice. 

How to describe the 
soporific compulsion of this 
activity? 

When you next turn off the 
ignition in your car, instead of 
bundling out towards whatev- 
er pressi ng business awaits you 

outside its suddenly quiet in- 
terior. stop. Just say: Can’t be 
bothered. Sit back. Do nothing 
Forget your busy life... 

That is how it feels watch- 
ing the slow, orderly progress 
of the Zamhadu. or the Zem- 
boda, or whatever silly name 
the machinery bears, as it 
sweeps rhythmically over the 
distressed ice, smixrthing and 
restoring, smooching and 


restoring... until the fixed- 
smile scribbling starts up again. 

One of the great blessings 
of actually attending a football 
match rather than watching it 
on television is that you don't 
have to follow the progress of 
the ball. 

That, as we all know, can be 
a tiresome business. Really be- 
ing somewhere grants access to 
more interesting sideways view- 
ing: policemen seeking out of- 
fenders who have disappeared 
into the rolling maul of their 
fellow troublemakers. Idiots 
climbing on the stand roofs to 
get a better view. More safety- 
conscious spectators set up in 
overlooking tower blocks, their 
windows cramful of neigh- 
bours. 

Unemployed goalkeepers 
scuffing about in their areas like 
bored schoolboys. Stewards in 
dayglo waistcoats tumbling 


over the backs of intent pho- 
tographers. Spectators slop- 
ing out of the director’s box 
ridiculously far ahead of the 
half-time whistle. 

At times, of course, football ■ 
cruwds will turn themselves 
Into an alternative attraction in 
the form of the Mexican Wave 
- and woe betide the section of 
spectators who foil to cany the 
impulse around the ground. 

When you witness the fas- 
cist jollity of the Mexican Wave, 
it gives you a dear message 
about the quality of the main 
attraction. It is like when chil- 
dren exclaim about what a de- 
licious, lovely, beautiful yummy 
meal you have served up rather 
than taking their knives and 
forks and tucking in. 

The thought of food re- 
minds me of an occasion when 
1 witnessed the ultimate tri- 
umph of the alternative at- 
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to get a little stronger. When I’ve 
played him. he’s got every shot. 
Behind Sampras, he’s probably 
the next most talented player on 
the Tour, I think. 

“He’s got everything, except 
that bit of strength. That’s the 
only tiling I picked up on him, 
and I think he will work on that. 
He works hard He’s a great guy, 
great attitude. He’s one of the 
boys in the locker room, mess- 
ing around. He knows how to 
enjoy tennis, and I think that’s 
important. That’s his personal- 
ity, a good guy to hang around.” 

Unlike Henman and Rused- 
ski and the majority of leading 
players. Rafter does not travel 
with a full-time coach, prefer- 
ring instead to consult Aus- 
tralia’s Davis Cup mentors. 


John Newcorabe and Tony 
Roche, when he feels the need. 

“It think the reason it really 
does suit me so well is because 
when Tm practising, firsi of all. 
I’ve got to learn that if I’m on 
the court, Tm playing the match, 
and I’ve got to learn to figure oul 
the match myself. There are 
times when I feci I might form 
bad habits, but Tra pretty well 
aware of that at the moment. I’m 
pretty aware of my game. My 
game's pretty well moulded.” 
John McEnroe in his prime 
travelled without a coach, mak- 
ing telephone calls to Tony 
Rilafox in New’ York if he need- 
ed advice and visiting him at his 
tennis dub if his game needed 
fine-tuning. “Well, I think 
Roche and Newcombe are re- 


ally good like that,” Rafter said. 
“Sometimes if I feel like some- 
thing’s not going well, I ring 
them up and talk about iL" They 
are expected to be in close 
proximity on home territory. 

On the last occasion Rafter 
raised expectations at the Aus- 
tralian Open, in 1995, he ad- 
vanced to play Andre Agassi in 
the fourth round. Agassi, the 
eventual champion, cuffed him, 
6-3, 6-4, 6-0. 

"I did learn a lot from that” 
Rafter said. “Ai the same time, 
I think Andre was at the top of 
his game then, and I wasn’t play- 
ing the best tennis. I struggled 
through a couple of five-set 
matches [against Jakob Hlasck 
and Marcos Ondruska] to get 
through to the fourth round. 1 


Henman manages to hold off Australia’s new hero 


Tim Henman yesterday record- 
ed one of the best wins of his ca- 
reer in beating the world No 2, 
Pat Rafter of Australia, in 
straight sets to reach the Sydney 
International final for the sec- 
ond successive year. 

Henman won 7-6, 7-5 and will 
now meet the Slovakian Karol 
Kucera, who came from behind 
to beat Michael Tebbult 4-6, 
7-6. 6-0. Henman traded four 
breaks of serve with the US 
Open winner from 1-1 in the first 


set before the set went into a tie- 
break, which he won 7-5. At the 
start of the second set, however. 
Rafter broke Henman’s serve 
and at one stage led 4-1 But the 
British No 2 broke hack to lev- 
el at 44 before squandering his 
first match point at 4-5. 

Henman held on and earned 
two more match points two 
games later and although Rafter 
was able lo save the first, on the 
second he volleyed a return out 
to give Henman victory. 


Henman said afterwards: 
“I’m very pleased to have beat- 
en Pat Rafter in front of his 
home fans. With him being US 
Open champion and No 2 in the 
world it's a big win for me. and 
it’s a big boost lo my confidence 
going into the Australian Open." 

Henman never allowed 
Rafter to settle into any son of 
rhythm and he admitted the 
quality of his returns won him 
the match. “I would say perhaps 
I could have served a little bit 


more consistently, but at the end 
of the day 1 won and that’s the 
most important thing." 

Henman is unseeded for 
the first Grand Slam of the year, 
but has high hopes of going far 
in a tournament which he exit- 
ed at the third-round stage 12 
months ago. “I'm pretty happy 
with the way things are going. 
I couldn't have any complaints 
whether I win or lose tomorrow, 
so it’s a good way to come into 
a Grand Slam," he said. 


Henman has been drawn to 
face a qualifier in the first 
round of the Australian Open, 
as is the British No 1, Greg 
Rusedski, who is seeded five. 

Rusedski also won yesterday, 
beating Austria’s Thomas 
Muster 6*3. 7-6 in the Kooyong 
Gassic. The win was Rusedski's 
first in three matches at the 
evenL in which he, ftte Sampras 
and Muster were reduced to the 
consolation group. Sampras, 
however, slumped to his second 


traction. The sylvan setting for 
this revolutionary act was the 
Huriingham Club in London 
SW6. 

The first ATP Seniors tour- 
nament to be held in Britain 
had gathered a duster of 

beloved names from tennis’s re- 
cent history. lire Nastase, Rod 
Laver, Rog&rThylor, Peter Mc- 
Namara, unde Ibm Okker and 
all were on hand to entertain 
a band-picked crowd of 600 
corporate guests. 

But the golden oldies were 
obliged to kick their heels and 
fiddle with their racket strings 
as a traditionally subordinate 
activity took on an inordinate 
importance. 

Laver and Co were kept 
waiting nearly an hour while a 
menu comprising Soupe de To- 
matesA la Prayen$ale, Saumon- 
A VAneth au Beurre Blanc, 
Tmffes au Cfuxolat , Cafe and 


Trujfalines el Muscadbi<^wa5f 
consumed by the chosenoao^-:; 
so-few. Then again, th^fe&2rj 
had been prepared 
Roux. ~ L* • . • * 

• But perhaps myTavomifc 
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I ig ,: 
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traction concerns 6s&cqBfea@g[ 
whose; ■ concentration; at ; ■ 
La Ofynapte Games’-^ Wf ? 


the binoculars - withwinch h&j 
was attemp tin g to .watch the \ 
1500 metres -senti^apm^ 1 ; 

woman of such heartbreaking- - 
beanty that he could not rest 
nriril he . had made some form :-i 
of contact with Uk.. 

A minion, was jdicectigd 
wards tfre nnsuqjectir^^^; 
tator. AEaisonwasarrati^tri' 
Two. lives were 4bmgeiL 
case of (ho aheiBariye^attra^ 
tionbemg thetriamattiacMm. • 
ail along.-. ■’ • . 
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Patrick Rafter smiles on his way to victory over Todd Martin in Sydney this week Photograph: Warren CJarfce/Reuters 


was pretty lucky to get through 
there. I guess I wasn’t really pre- 
pared for that match. I wasn't 
ready. I wasn’t in the same 
league as Andre, and he showed 
that That's what knocked me 
back down a couple of pegs.” 

Rafter's renewed confidence 
and Lhe athleticism of his all-court 
game has enabled him to delight 
spectators on every continent. 
What pleases him most about his 
game is his improved mobility. 
"I've just been able to mew and 
get to nearly every balL" he 
said. “That’s frustrating people, 
1 think, so they're going for 
more and more, and eventually 
they re missing. And when 1 get 
the right ball, Dual lhe net” And 
before long the umpire is an- 
nouncing game, set and match. 


defeat in three days, losing 3-6, 
6-3, 6-2, to Andrei Medvedev. 

Mark Philippoussis won a 
three-set battle with Gustavo 
Kuerten to reach today’s final 
of the tournament, where he wiU 
play Andre Agassi 

Venus Williams reached the 
Sydney International final, beat- 
ing Japan’s Ai Sugiyama 
6-1, 7-6, but an all-Williams fi- 
nal was not to be, her sister, Ser- 
ena, losing 6-2, 6-1 to Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario. 
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High rollers sweep.: 
in and pollute the ; 
memory of Eddie ^ 


Big Sunday, with its 
festival of big waves, 
is meeting the big 
money. The mixture 
does not seem to work. 


I was supposed to be going to 
church. But I succumbed to 
the ancient pagan rituals on 
the beach. It was Big Sunday 
at Waimea Bay. The much 
trumpeted 25-foot swell 
finally pulled in to North 
Shore Grand Central 

Unfortunately, it timed 
its arrival for midnight By 
dawn, it was down to a mar- 
ginal 20. The “Quiksilver in 
Memory of Eddie Aikau” 
big-wave contest, honouring 
the legendary surfer and 
heroic Wumea lifeguard, and 
which stipulates day-long 20- 
foot-plus conditions, was put 
back on hold. 

This didn’t stop about 40 
guys paddling but and a huge 
crowd of spectators watching 
them at this Coliseum of surf- 
ing, as massive breakers roOed 
in, reared up, and toppled 
over in a fury of white water. 

The air was 

beady with the 
optimistic scent 
of wax, but the 
beach was lit-, 
tered with bro- 
ken boards. 
TWojetskiswere 
fully employed 
fenyingbackin 
a lot of dream- A NJ 

ere. Maybe half k T7r 

of the pack MAt 

were just there 

to be able to 

say, "Yeah, I pn/ 

was there". ^ 4-1 

Although 1 l 

Waimea retains N 0 1 

its mythic status c f_r/ 

as the holy of J 1 1V 

holies among 

North Shore breaks, the Bay 
was being outgunned by the 
outer reefs, the cloud-breaks 
like Phantoms and Revela- 
tions, where solid beyond- 
Eddie-sized waves were 
breaking all through the af- 
ternoon. The Willis Brothers, 
Michael and Milton, board 
shapers to the 61he big-wave 
aficionados , were towing- in 
far from the madding Wumea 
crowd, beyond Backyards, and 
getting more barrels than a 
beer truck. 

It was too good to last. 
Before noon, the big money 
turned up, in the shape of 
Team Quiksilver. Suddenly, 
from being Walden Pond 
with waves, it was more like 
a Hollywood film set Two 
helicopters, a couple of Zo- 
diac boats, nine state-of- 
the-art waveru liners, and 
about a dozen cameras, not 
to mention eight or nine of 
the best surfers in the world 
had dropped in to commune 
with nature. 

A lot of die Eddie invitees 
were there, having flown in 
from other islands, Califor- 
nia and Australia to be here 
for the big day. But the fact 
is that the Willis Brothers, 
North Shore veterans who 
haven't been given a shot by 
Quiksilver, were more than 
matching them, wave for 
wave. One of the Quiksilver 


ANDY 

MARTIN 


NEWS 

FROM 

THE 

NORTH 

SHORE 


crew, being paid a bundle just ■■ 
to be there, took off on a par- 
ticularly heavy wave, but 
pumped for the shoulder, 
while MDton Willis aimed 
straight for the most dan- 
gerous core of the wave and 
made it out again. 

- There was one big name 
who didn’t even come dose 
and didn't go backout after 
lunchJLocal knowledge and 
experience were pre-emi- 
nent But when the pictures 
and the video come out, I 
guarantee it won’t look that 
way: global media expertise 
will win out j 

That episode dramatised i 
what has become the problem 
with the Quiksilver contest its 
selection procedure. This istfie 
only contest of Its kind in the 
world; and merely to be in it, . 
let akxie win it, isamasave sta- 
tus symbol. And yet the crite- 
ria bywbich the invitations are 
handed outrenuiindouded in - 
secrecy. Just as at Waimea on 
Sunday, of the 24 full-on con- 
testants and their 24 aheiiiales, 
maybe only 50 per oent would 
be beyond dispute. As for the 
other 50 per cent, it is possi- , 

ble to imagine 

other names, 
with a greater 

Haim 

The truth 
that- almost no 
one in Hawaii 
dares to speak is 
that the winners 
of the only two 
■'V’Y' previous com- 

T pleted contests " 

I INI over the last few 

years are like- 

VS wise compro- 

I jki» raised. The firer 

winner - Gyde 
t Aikau - is the . 

3~H brother of Ed- 

j^£ die. The second, 

Keone Downing, 
is the son of - 
George, the director of 'the. 
whole event. While both 
these surfers may indeed 
have surfed the most radical 
waves on the day, the fact that • 
they took part let alone went 
on to win has aroused sospi- . 
cion. To ptd the case at Its 
least sensational, selecting 
and judging are Insufficient- 
ly transparent: justice is art 
being seen to be done. 

“The whole thing is A 
sham" is Milton Willis' moire 
dramatic way of putting it. . 
"The concept is fantastic. I 
don’t question the idealism or 
the memory of Eddie. Bat' 
let’s take the sheepskin off : 
the wolf here -people are be- 
ing duped" 

Quiksilver sportswear; 
stand to make an immense' 
amount of money out of this' 
event, even though it happeiisr. . 
so rarely. The North Stolen;" 
quick to criticise what they- 
see as minimum investment; 
maximum hjipe. . . .. 

Teflingiy, two of QuiksifcC 
vers living legends are flying^ 
out to Australia, despite^ 


the way to Alaska. Oneof the | 
.sceptics spoke for a laigt f 
constituency when he sritiii 
that “Word is titeydon’t watrt^i 
to have any part ofthe moih. 
ster swell that’s coming.” •'■f: 

Kg business and" big$ 
waves don’t mix-- .. • •...■£sgi 
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CRICKET 


England battling 
heat and bounce 


ICE SKATING 


GOLF 


seo i 


Mike Atherton diligently served 
England's cause in trying con- 
ditions against Jamaica at Mon- 
lego Bay yesterday. 

Atherton, the mode! of con- 
centration. baited through 
sticky heat during the first ses- 
sion of the opening tour mutch 
for 26. as England reached S3 
for t from 33 overs, losing Aiec 
Stewart in Lhe fourth over for 
a single. Stewart attempted to 
leave a nasty lifting ball from 
O'Neil Richards, but could not 
drop his hand in time and the 
ball flew straight to Gareth 
Brcese at second slip. 

The early bounce was un- 
predictable and with long grass 
on the bumpy outfield, runs 
were at a premium. Atherton 
took time on a couple of occa- 
sions to prod the pitch with sus- 
picion - and with justification. 
Some balls shot through below 
the knee, while others lifted and 
it was hardly lhe surface Eng- 
land desired on their first seri- 
ous day of cricket in the 
Caribbean. 

England's only boundary of 
the session took 28 overs to ar- 


rive. John Crawley lifting 
Breese over midwickct. 

Time and again, Atherton 
and Crawley had to fend down 
rising deliveries, and were also 
obliged io keep out ankle- 
height balls as Kirk Powell and 
Richards worked up a lively 
pace with the new ball on a track 
that gave them plenty of en- 
couragement. 

The pilch began to look 
easier when the spin pairing of 
Breese and Brian Murphy were 
bowling in tandem before lhe 
intervaL 

Atherton had to survive a 
couple of scares. When he was 
on just one, a lifter from Powell 
boomed off his gloves just short 
of the slip cordon and before 
Crawley had faced a ball, the 
captain jabbed Powell just be- 
yond the desperate grasp of 
Leon Garrick at short leg. 

Crawley was called on to 
keep down a couple of balls 
which lifted disconcertingly, 
and on two occasions pushed 
the ball off his gloves close to 
short leg. In the 14th over, 
with England managing to edge 


Knight counts on team spirit 


Nick Knight yesterday under- 
lined the value of team unity as 
England A attempt to begin the 
Sri Lankan leg of their winter 
tour with victory in today's 
opening warm-up match against 
the President's XI here. 

“We have struck up a pret- 
ty good team spirit so far aDd 
that is going to be vital when we 
get into the game because they 
come thick and fast now.” 
Knight said. 

• Preparations have been ham- 
pered by the whole parly suf- 
fering in the hot. humid climate 
over the past four days of net 

HOCKEY 


practice. Until now the bowlers 
have been restricted to hour- 
long spells, while the batsmen 
have had 20-minute work-outs 
in the nets to conserve energy. 

England are delaying nam- 
ing their side until the morning 
when they have had a chance to 
inspect the police ground pitch 
although the all-rounder Dougie 
Brown is certain to play having 
not featured in a competitive 
match since the Sharjah final 
three weeks ago. David Nash has 
been given the wicketkeeping 
role ahead of Chris Read. 

- Myles Hodgson, Colombo 


Germany stop Rott from helping Southgate 


Tomorrow's restart of the Na- 
tional League season after the 
Christmas break could be sig- 
nificantly influenced by the 
, movements of overseas players. 

# Southgate, currently in third 
place, had pinned their hopes 
for the second half of the sea- 
son on German student Eiker 
Ron. but he has been called into 
the German World Cup squad 
and is not available. However. 


they should still secure a win 
over Barford Tigers. 

South African goalkeeper 
Brian Myburgh will be missing 
from Old Loughtonians' line-up 
at Doncaster, while his compa- 
triot, Surbiton's Greg Nicol - 
the League’s leading goalscor- 
er - has decided not to return 
after Christmas at home. Sur- 
biton were also hoping to wel- 
come back Gareth Notion from 


Old Georgians, but he too has 
changed his mind. 

Meanwhile. Chelmsford's 
two South Africans. Mike 
Cullen and Justin King, have re- 
turned and will be in the team 
to meet Harleston Magpies. 

Cannock entertain Read- 
ing, whose defensive crisis has 
forced them to recall Charlie 
Oscrofi from retirement. 

- Bill Colwill 


Europe retains 
Ryder status quo 


along to 15 for I, Crawley 
proved that his reflexes were in 
good working order by keeping 
out a sharp ball from Powell. 

Atherton had won the toss, 
a decision which at least guar- 
antees England two inni ngs in 
the first of their two warm-up 
matches for the First Test 
against West Indies at Sabina 
Park in Kingston, which starts 
on 29 January. 

Crawley's selection, plus the 
choice of Adam HoUioake at No 
6. gave the first real hint of the 
side England may field In the se- 
ries' opening match. The bowl- 
ing department carried the 
same indication, with Andy 
Caddick. Dean Headley and 
Angus Fraser sharing the fast 
bowling duties, with Middlesex 
left-armer PhilTufnell the sole 
spinner. 

It looks as if Fraser, now 
aged 32 and out of the Test team 
for the past two years, will play 
a major role in the first Test 
given the absence of the injured 
Darren Gough, while Stewart 
seems set to open the batting 
with Atherton, with Jack Rus- 
sell keeping wicket. 

David Lloyd, the England 
coach, said: “It's fair to say we’ve 
declared our hand, but nothing 
is set in stone. There is still room 
for manoeuvre and no one is left 
out. ” 

England won loss 
ENGLAND - First Innings 

•M A Atherton not out 26 

A J Stewart c Breese b Richards i 

J P Crawtev not out 2\ 

Extras (t>5) 5 

TWal (for 1. 33 overt) .... -S3 

FaJfc 1-2. 

fa bat N Hasan G P Thotpe. A J Hcfcate. 
tR C Russel A H Caddie*.. D W Headley. A 
R C Fraser. PGR Tutnel 

Bowling: Pawed 5-1-7-0; Richards . 

W&ams B-S-S-O; Breese 10-0-34-Q: Kfcxphy 
ij-o-7-a 

Jamaica: L V Garrick. R G Samuels. W W 
Finds. *J C Adana M D \tentura. T O 
PowH L R Wafams, tA N Coley. B S Mur- 
phy. K Rowel. O Richards. 

Umpires: S A Buckner and C Fletcher. 

- David Field, Montego Bay 
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Tanja Szewczenko, of Germany, who has returned to competition after missing 18 
months with a viral infection, glides to victory in the short programme at the 
European Figure Skating Championships in Milan yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Hardly a day went by 
prior to the last Ryder 
Cup when someone did 
not call for a change in 
the European team 
selection procedure. As 
Andy FarreB reports, the 
winnings and whining, 
formula remains largely 
unchanged. 


Serve Ballesteros, the victorious 
Ryder Cup captain, may have 
got everything his own. way at 
Yhlderrama. but be has failed in 
his attempt to change the se- 
lection procedure for the Eu- 
ropean team to defend the Cup 
in Brookline in 20 months' time. 

In his letter of resignation as 
captain to the Ryder Cup Com- 
mittee, Ballesteros called for 
points to be collected only in the 
year of the match, for only the 
lop 15 in each tournament to 
earn points and for the captain 
to have four wild card choices. 
None of those proposals have 
been accepted. Instead, the 
Cup Co mmi ttee has endorsed 
the views of the players' own 
Tournament Committee and 
the European Tbur’s board of 
directors for the system of 10 
automatic qualifying places and 
two wild cards to remain. 

Since Europe has won the last 
two matches , it has proved a win- 


ning formula. It has also been a 
whining formula. Such was the 
disquiet last year a ballot on 
whether Ballesteros should be 
given more picks mid-term was 
ruled out only on legal grounds. 

One chan ge in the regulations 
requires the two wild card picks 
to be members of the European 
tour. This would have ruled out 
Jesper Pamevik, a member of the 
US Tour, last year. 

However, players who qual- 
ify for all four major champi- 
onships and the three new World 
Championship events in 1999 will 
be able to include them in their 
minimum of 11 tournaments 
needed for tour membership. 
Such a player need only then play 
in four other tour events. 

Prize-money from the new 
World Matchplay Championship 
in February 1999 will be count- 
ed for Ryder Cup points, and for 
the first time from ’99 money 
from the US Open, the USPGA 
and all the Wbrld Championship 
events win be included on the Eu- 
ropean Order of Merit 

By keeping the basic system, 
the Cup Committee have left 
themselves open for a repeat of 
the scenario last year whereby a 
player, Miguel Angel Martin, due 
to lack of form and injury, made 
only one cut in the last three 
months of the qualifying. BaJJes- 
teros’s successor will be an- 
nounced prior to the start of the 
qualifying period in September. 


BASKETBALL 

War of words 
mars build-up 

The build-up to the Salisbury's 
Classic Cola National Cup Fi- 
nal, has been soured by com- 
ments from the Leicester City 
Riders coach. Bob Donewald. 
about his opposite number. 
Paul James. 

James leads Thames Valley 
Tigers into the final at Sheffield 
Arena, after taking over from 
Mick Bett during the summer. 
But Donewald caused upset at 
both dubs by insinuating in a 
newspaper article that James 
went behind the hack of Beit to 
have him ousted at Tigers. 

They are the only two clubs 
in the league not i< » have met this 
season and both come inio the 
final as underdogs. Tigers elim- 
inating the holders. Greater 
London Leopards, in the Iasi 
eight, while Riders beat London 
Towers in the semi-linals. 

- Richard Taylor 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Uncertainty for Goodway 


Opinion is divided at Wigan 
over the prospect of the Great 
Britain coach. Andy Goodway, 
rejoining his old club as No 2 
to John Monie. 

Goodway is among the ap- 
plicants for the job of running 
the club's reserve side and 
helping Monie with the senior 
squad. 

Monie. who gave Goodway 
his start in coaching hy purring 
him in charge of the Academy 
team when he was still a play- 
er at Central Park, is known ro 
want his old ally back along- 
side him. The two arc firm 
friends and lhe combination of 
their talents would make 
Wigan's drive to reassert them- 
selves as Britain's premier 
club look more determined 
than ever. 

Another former Wigan 
player, the ex-Great Britain 
full-back Steve Hampson. is 


also among the candidates for 
the job and there are those at 
Central Park who favour such 
an appointment, as they feel 
that Goodway, as an incumbent 
national coach, would be over- 
qualified for an assistant's role. 

He was io charge at Old- 
ham until being sacked midway 
through last season. He then 
took over at Paris, steering 
them clear of relegation only 
to see the club pul into cold 
storage for the 1998 season, 
leaving him without a job at 
club level. 

Goodway was appointed 
Great Britain coach last year, 
suffering a 2-1 series defeat by 
Australia. He is also scheduled 
io be at the helm for the 
World Cup this autumn, 
although reorganisation in 
Australian rugby means that 
the tournament is now unlikely 
to take place. 


Goodway remains ear- 
marked to coach Great Britain 
in a Test series in Australia, or 
a triangular tournament also 
involving New Zealand, in 
November. 

The Rugby League’s chair- 
man. Sir Rodney Whlker, is to 
fly to Australia in February to 
work out the international cal- 
endar for the coming season. 
He will invite representatives 
of Super League Europe and 
the First and Second Division : 
Association to join him on the 
trip. 

The League's acting chief 
executive, Neil Tunnicliffe, 
said: “We are absolutely de- . 
lighted with the rapproche- : 
raent in Australia and we are : 
going into discussion with : 
them, not just for this season 
but over lona-term plans cov- ■ 
ering the next eight years." 

— Dave Hadfield 


SPORT ON THE INTERNET 


In-vision scorecard 
while you work 

It might not surprise you to know that Argentina won the 
South American Cup fust year, beating Brazil along the way. 
but it would if you knew it was a cricket competition. 

The biennial tournament involves Chile, Peru. Brazil and 
Argentina and a report on Argentinian cricket is to be found 
in Googler's Gazette, the on-line magazine arm of Crielnfo. 
Lhe major cricket website. Crielnfo was the first major crick- 
et Internet site and has evolved from a well-run amateur site 
to a thoroughly' professional site covering cricket world-wide. 
In its own way it is the ideal model for a websiLe with a non- 
parochial view of its sport and with knowledgeable and com- 
mitted contributors. 

A glance at Criclnfo’s home page will rentind you that 
it is not just England that are on tour, but Zimbabwe are 
visiting Sri Lanka. India are playing Pakistan and Australia 
are playing South Africa and New Zealand in a one-day se- 
ries and the Under-19 World Cup is in progress. 

Crielnfo is providing ball-by-ball information on all the 
international games and you can even gel commentary via 
.ABC on the World Series game between New Zealand and 
South Africa in Perth. The ABC site leads with a picture of 
Neville Oliver, who heads a commentary team lull of familiar 
Test Match Special names. 

The Sporting Life site is doing ball-by-ball coverage of every 
England came in the West Indies. You can also get a desk- 
top scorecard for the comer of your screen which updates 
automatically, so you can keep in touch while you get on with 
your work. If you want to view England's tour from a borne 
point of view, there are various unofficial West Indies sites. 

Crielnfo also has very good statistics and sections on each 
Test-playing country, while Coopers & Lybrand have a site 
for their international ratings. Repeated attempts to load 
the Lord’s site failed - another success by one of English 
sport’s organising bodies to rank alongside the Xu&yFootr 
ball Union and the Football Association. Well done the MCC 

ADDRE S SES 

Crielnfo -..Wfo://vvvw-iA.crickeLorg/ 

Sporting ufo - bttpv7w^^vlSporting-feco^ryCTC^t/tour/^Bvvs/ 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation - http://www.flbc.neLau/ 

crlcket/defatAhtm 

Unofficial West Indies site - http://som.geocitics.com/ 
Cctosseun/6165/ 

Sky Television - http://www^ky.eauWwindies/ 

Coopers & Lybrand Rati ngs- http ^/wwwu keepers. c^/crrap- 

ers/cricketratings/ 

Lord's - http://lords.msa conV (for information on iyl 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Badminton 

TON EX JAPAN OPEN (Tokyo) Men's uqlm 
fourth round: P G Chr«»rn»n (twi br Ofig 6n* 
Hock (Matey) W4 S* h Aid maoni En n Had*" 
fMatovr&n S-tt Luo Vtoang n» bf Ytno Nock 
ui (Malay) B-5TS-i.fi Sdet tUatay) w Uu En- 
hcngffeM B-6 67. Man's doubles mw round: 
W Cjrxfca and B S<gr (Mom bl M Scgaaid and 
J HoM-ansenson /Pant 6-T7 6 10 66 CnaaA 
Soon Kn and Km Hod. (Mate* tt Ha Taa- 
kown end Kin Donghmoon (S Kofl *-6 B-fc 6-5. 
R MatoaKy and R Subaja itaoan) ta J Larson and 
J Erftsen IDsni C IS B-7 B-fl Aracraus ana 0 
Kamono (hocn) bl too Y.jra-sung and Lee 
Dong- son (S Kof) E-6 B-E Woman's singles 
fourth round: Ye ZhaoytoqiCrii W Van Ji-nyitfi 
(SKofl IJ-* tl-3: Dai Yitfi lCh> bl C Marin fDeni 
TI-6 ri-V Wang Cnen I Chi H M Audna itrvjom 
fl-3n-6.Gan0ZrKft30<OiibtUwJco-hvui (S 

Keel 7-TJ n -3 n -6 Women's double* third round; 

Gu Jun and Ga Fei (Chi ts Y iwaia and H Mat 
suda I Japan) 63 67: Z Hesftiana and Oca (In- 
don) M fi Olsen and M Thomsen (Deni E-4 
6W. Huang Nanyefi and Lbj 3»ng (On ui i Btfr 
na and D Ufinban (hdoni E-6 65 tang vtmg 
sfu and On Yfyuan (Chi U T Masumo and G 
takayana patent 69 6A Mixed doubles Third 
rauid: J Erisen and M Thomsen (Deni ta Luo 
Vigang and Huang Nanyan (Cht ifl-17 6S, 
Own Gang and tang Yongshu tChj 01 F Bhmuzu 


and FTamn (Japan) 6(5 64; U Soegaanl and 
fi Oteert i Den) bl Lee V»f(en and Tsai Hu-mtn 
(hi) 61 61. Kim Bong-moon and fta Kyung- 
mln (S hof) W Tao Kaoging and Wang Own (Oil 
63 64 


Basketball 


MEN’S EUROLEAGUE Second phase: Group 
e CXympta^os Ptaeu* (Grt 90 CroAha SpO 79. 
Ufaccauty AUWB8 Porto (Pon 63 Group F: Es- 

nj^ntas Uaand T8 CSK A Mobum EfS Benemm 


81 HapoeJ Jerusalem 7B 

NBA: Bcmon 97 VferaxAef 93. Demtt 95 Char- 

tone 94 (oo. Los Angeles Oppets TS New Jet- 

say HU PMadsiptn 06 Oicago 96. SaanJe 03 

Manxes 

Bowls 

CIS INSURANCE WELSH MASTERS (Lknani) 
Semi Bnala: J Price (Vial) « R Wfeato (Wan 7-3 
6-77* 

Cricket 

SECOND TEST (Colombo, third day): Tmiao. 

we won toss. 

ZIMBABWE - FkSI Innings 251 . 

SH LANKA - first Innings 225. 

ZOIBABWE - Second mnlngs 
fOwmght 2* tor D „ „ 

G J Hernia C Katuwnnarana b Oe SJva IS 

G W Flowei b Jayaasiya - . . . ... 

A WTutml c TBahanune o De Save . 

M Goodwn b Jayaanya . .... .. • -g 

G Whtttal c Jayawa/dena b Murahnamn it 

*TA Flower riol out - - — ■ - £1 

ADRCafrctoeicKaLwtthranab Aputswi 77 

C B Wuhan nof cui — - “ 

Extras (OS «7 nbl) ... ■ ' 

Total (lor 6) -Mi 

Fdn (cont): £3* 3-04 4-1T7 5- Oft 6-204 

aawttnR- Pt«hpafcum8ra 6-1-3*41. 0® Siva 6 

nfl-2.lCitfSSan34-7.7U-1 AntfOStfi 674T 

1 . J3yasunys 34-9-43-2. 

WORLD SERIES (Perth. WA): Soutn VnaZO 
tx 7 (J H KoS* m. NewZealana Seaah Ahiea 
wan by 67 rims. 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (Second day ot Injjjl Hn- 
bart South Australia 264 (J D aeJAws 05 C R 

kNtet Tbemaria 3C3 3 lD F Rife O- noi 

out J Coe 731 

Football 

The RepuWic of Ireland 1 are id ptev Ar- 
gentina it a friendly nTtemaocroi at 
Lansdowne Road. Dubftr, on 22 April 
Mick McCarthy s team have also 
arranged games against the Czech 
Republic in Prague on 25 March and 
Mexico in Dubin on 23 May. 

Northern Ireland have agreed to play 
a friendly agains: tornante n Bu- 
charest on 30 May. They then play 
Spain in Santander on 3 June. North- 
ern Ireland have also agreed to play 


a B ffitemanona) against the Repub- 
lic of Ireland ai Tclka Parti. Dubin. on 
n February fl; but a proposed friend- 
ly against Colombia in Belfast on 25 
March has fatten through because the 
South Americans' financial demands 
ware loo high. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Ro- 
atranged futures: Toe 27 Jan: i 

Brahwn nrom 3 Van I Wed 4 Fob: MrttKixougri 
v Iranmeie flrom 28 jan Toe 17 Feb: C jjaKI v 
i4anefrW (fmm 24 Jani 

THURSDAYS LATE HESULTS; Harp National 
League o* Ireland Prcnder Diwhou' Duvlafc 0 
Derry Ctfy ' Unyef Sussoji County League Pm 
Dhhaton: Lnngrwy SpotR. 3 Wt»leti3*il 2 


BOB HOPE CHRYSLER CLASSIC (Bermuda 
Dunes. CaB) Loading second-rowo scores (US 
untess stated): me L»* 2 te 66 65 131 A Magee 
S3 68 132 D Cfiwal 65 87 ? Ctf* K. 67 1 33 0 
Tot. 63 66. 0 McC-9hsief 66 67. P H Hooan 68 
65 134 H Suncr 68 65 F Contes 64 70 M 
CTMOira 67 87 S Gurt¥ 66 68 B FbW4 64 ,V 

Ice skating 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS (Milan) 
Women's short pro gram me: 1 T S 2 $wca=«*o 
i Gad 05 taoaoc pusmqs. 2 5 Booaiv (ftp TO 3 
I SfcjiskeyB (Rusl 15 4 k CzbHi iHtfll 20 5 M 
Ektfyi^Ava iftai 25 8 y Lavrertcrua iliKri 30. 
7 E Liaehento (LHop 15. B v Gusmsfc* (Ftp 40. 9 
A Dial [fill 45 ID V lAjrotseva lAiCtfi 50 


Terse 13- J i hr P>vCAuMtfu (4-3j Kctoryu (4-3 M 
'.3-3i kfWiumj 13-Ji bl A^anartK> 
ri-jp iJhi7Bijnj|3.aaVttkiOw|4-r):ifBrTi*'(4-2) 
W r ilAP-j-tf*d'>j C-4p Ginvu 0-3) bl Awnowaka 
C-4) TocrTOM*at« aa99asfwna&3.Mrm*s 
rvjp M niiTwrucrwha 0-4i. tunakasuga (3-3) H 
AI-jnCRhu !3-3p i^icrneNly i4-3 bl rtqcmouin p-31. 
C3eyC'®*ii -3-3l tt Aoglvama C4|, IvXQrxwahJ 
u-Z) H AhTKKhnun 5p 1-ctorKrta 0-3) IbkaKria 
n Si MiAovdm.- «4-2i br Tobjnoun |i-5i. Musa- 
mroivi 6 li en Tjciwiohiiaa (2-4) . Tawmanam 6ii 
w h.puc- 1^-4| Kyokushuzan 12-41 bi PMatanchana 
0-3». Tafcjrxshsna 1611 m Asartymal-a f?-4r 
lochetfumi S-1) bl AKebciw:, 0-3) 


Swimming 


Rallying 


PARTS-OAKAR RALLY 14lh stage (358km. m- 
|k)a io Atar. Mauflanla)- Carr. 1 0 Sabv (Fi. W- 
EuteAsp fits 32rran 28s <k 2 k. Stasvxuka (Japan. 
MfiSuCKtsl +1 53 3 J-P Fcmenay |Fr UoaLktas^aj 
+ 3 40 4 D Kxeieaiil |Fr. Nrifj/11 -ft B Sf'. 5 
H Ltcu:ha PJapan UlaijOaO *13B 17 6J-L3ch- 
fc«k» (Ff Buggy) ♦ 1 5039. 7 J K fe nsetwitt (I3a. 
Buggy i *1 si 38 B C Souza (Foe Mfunbertl 
+2.05 6>. 9 T Gazrom lit. Ifesani 2 07 t>. 1D& 
Ten Hjriel irjfTTi, iArPAj6»i) -20 o Overall: 
1 Fonwnav S7 1153. 2 Saby -4£32Pehnd. 3 
SPTOaM *l5B03.4MaEuctee +4 5304 5Sclr 


lassei-81217 6 P Afal ifr. ttesan) *|i 06 45 
7HouSwau> -II 46 49.8TEeLa»erg1 0 Ift. HO- 
Barn . C 08 21 9 M Pnew (Sp. MnsudsW 


-15 64 22 10 Ten HirW -22 03-71 MotoroY- 
dee: 1 G Jmmra (Meth. KTMi - 5 44 52. 2 F P*y 
era ill nTMp-5 51 iSA. hTMi -rOli 

4S Pelarhansel |F> Yamaha) *6 SO 5 A Havoc*' 
1AUS.Y-TM) -? 25 « J Aicamna (Sd. +(058.7 
P Kiause 'US P>TM| -038 ID Vai auBwif; 
iAul aTMi + B 5i 9 E Bernard (Fi. KTMI 
- J6 SS. 10 G Maierh l». FjvmsaW) +4321 
Overall: 1 Pcrerhansei -54 4SiB. 2 Ueom 
♦ 32.33. 3Hav0on +122 02 4 Cc» +1 W S3. 5 
Ju m p *. +3 29 40. 6 Barnard + 4 16 W. 7 Yefii 
ZUHMttt +«21 34. 8 Aicaiixs +4 J3 51. 9J Doo- 
con (G8) KTM +5 55 30, 10 J Mayer (Gt LTU) 
+7 2212 

Rugby Union 

Saracens' TeteyS Btfler Cup fifth-ramd 
be againsi Lenrester at Vicarage Road 
ne> l SatLTday wiW kick off ai 230pm 
and win be screened live by Sky TV. 

Skiing 

WORLD CUP MEN'S DOWNHILL (Wangan. 
Swttl: 1 H Uaier (AuU 1 mi 4J0as«Xinds. 2 N 
Burtn (Fi| 1 4L57 3 A SOlttwer IAul) 1 4661 
4 H nnau&s [Aufl 1 S S Ebarhartef lAuli 

1 4SB OS: 44 G Bai i 48JG Overall World Cup 
standings' 1 rt Maw iAull UTEVfiS 2 S EMf 
nenei lAuli 693. 3 A Sc«llw« lAuti 652. 4 U von 
Gntfroe*. (Swd) 536 5 K A ArmyH (No«) 442 
Downhill standings: 1 A Scmtlenx lAitfl 3G2pc 

2 H /Aull 3S. 3 S etwmaruy lAun 217 4 

F lYsmei lAutl 20. 5L hfE (Nc«L 

Snooker 

REGAL WELSH OPEN (Newport, Gwemt Flna 
round: B Jnes (Engi W C Scarfcn (Engi 5-2 P 
MftfCBt i6ngi bi P WyM»S (EnC) 5-3 « Djnr- lEng) 
ts C iSc<:'i 5-2 'j Gier-rw iEr«ji bi D 

OarkE (Etui 53, J 0>4iw« iScol V J Wcodnvu. 
lEngl w'O. J Jehnsen (Engi M L Gnlm lingl w.o 

Sumo 

NB» YEAR GRAND TtXJRNAMBir (TbkVD) SbBh 
day: MaffKxxm norm 3 3i bt ToLjtsmtffi (1 *5) 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Perth. WA) MEN: 
loom butterfly Anal: I M Kbn (At*) 5225 m-:' 
ILFrctenOf iSv^lSiT* 1 SGHuegB (Ausl 52S0 
B final: I J hw>ma r ' lijBl 638S 2 S Aartsen (Ne*i, 
535* 3 H Wtollief iCrS-i 5405 CM. tot quafa *:■! 
«rwrlSrMi S Parr MjCi 5535 2t»m bfeasttaroLc 
final I 0 Giae (USt J Q40, 2 i-C Samm (ftl 
:■ U« 3 N Ftacsa IHur.1 2 G5S WOMEN: 2Wm 
MMial medley dnat i wu ranyan (Chi ;r *W8 
2 Cher, van (Cni 2 0(6 3 M Mcravctva (Stovak ) 
2 1*26 B llnah 1 O \RuM 2 162* 2 Y 

TavmA ( Japan I f 17 v? 3 S Rdph r>ai| :'VJ2 
4*1 00m medley relay dnafi 1 Urrtod States 
40150 2 AuStrofe4 0632. 3 Japon4'(*27. 4&«- 
marv * 0930. 5 Hitfigary 4.tw, 6 Nethartuxls 

4 nr? 7 Gmas Bman (S Pica J King C Foot 

5 Roipni * naj OwusWwi BelgliMTi iom 
synchrantaad diving flnak 1 Utrana 27B28pis. 
2 One 27654 3 UrOBd SUKS 36547 Water polo 
final: Italy 7 Nsawifanos 6 Bronre medal play- 
off: Australia S Russia 5 

Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN DRAW: l£N : P EMMFHAS 
IliSj v 6 Scnaken (Itetf 1 '! A Msrtri (Spj v D San- 
gunoni (111 M Uusufsson iSml v QuaMer. S 
Draeile' iC; FK^-i v A Boeuch (Ft 3.P Cbvai (3o) 
v R |L z ftepi v U Vtettmgon (USL 

H DreaKrran (iV+i « H Aian (Mml A calaoavs 
I Sol v M PHUPPOUSSlS lAusj. S BRLldJBtA 
ISf'i * A rjK&ra iStovaJi l D |C; ftepi » L 
Hewni (Au&t G Schasei IAull v 0 Wesny I Can l 
M Damn (Cz Ftepi v M Wbtdlotde (Ausl. M 
Usocfri iSwji v L Pass [indj aoUmr v M Nuf- 
maniSwei R frombenj i Ausl v T Lari-ham (Alt), 
P Tiamacchi (Ausl <r C M<2VA (Spl. J BJOflhMAN 
(San) v a eefcbraioc iAusi, W Ferreira (SAP r J 
iStoraH IILapMmlf&iMJAVfccalSoL 
E Ahraree (Spi . F Santoro (Ff), J iSrwtotob (USI 
v quatfm. quakr«r v A OBnen I US). A Oernent 
iFr] V G Pozti /111 6 Black (Turn <r F MAN TLA 
(Sot A CORRETJA I Sol v L Arnoka lArgl D Pn- 
nosi i Or) v J iinn Here* (Befi F Makgeni iSrj v 
C Pc«V (Ff). S Sargsan (Anril v J Bulb (SpL 
quail mr v M ftjsit-T iSrrttt V Sr-odea (USt v J 
Sosast lAust 5 Draper (Ausl « D Hrbaiy |S*> 


Semennl, (Nad), ourifroi v T Hsranan (GBt M 
Craca (Gan v quailtof. N (War I Get) v quaTief. 
M Tetfcui ( A us iv M FZpptrt (LVuL W Black iZtoi; 
v B Sieven (NJL G Haas Iff) v & Stofla (Ausl 
h Carlsen (Deni v M LUANG (US). T MUSTER 
lAuii v quaiflei. T NvdaW (Swe) vL Rt*n (Fr). A 
Radneosti iGer) * K AJair* iMon. FI Furtan (Hi u 
J Alonso (SpL J Srctert>erg (Aus) v G Blanco 
(SpL quaKa v J Ftocpsstid (6ral T &tqym (S»el 
v J Aro<3no Marti iSpL G SiaHoid (SA) v U RJOS 
t&itoL ACOSTA iSpl vT Haas tGaO: tyoiifier v 
A Agassi IIEL 0 Gross (Gert v U-K Goe*w iGei). 
A GauAed (If) v D ftscaru (famL A Bsrasatagu 
(J4'| v (yffiUlef, L Snrti (Acfci v A MedvKtev (UKA 
J Sanc hez (S p) v T Martin (USL J Ltrango (US) 
v p RAFT® (Ausl 

WOMEN: M HNGIS (Swill v W f+ob-a (Gart. B 
Winer (Ger) u quaJDei. E CsAens (Btf| vC Mocat- 
u iUSl A Kountewa iRus) vK SfijdenMWB (Sk>- 
ibf i. T Basil nridani v T Meten (US) K Boogen 
(Ned) V qualifier. P Hy-BDutels (Cam v T 5nytter 
IUSL R Stnpaon (Can) . D VAN BOOST iBefl. B 
SCHULTZ- MCCARTHY iNedl v M MaruGhl (AuU 
H Nagyova iSkwak) v A Windeitch (USL U Uc- 
Gr.flh |LtS) . Y Ytetida [Japan I R Reid lAuii v 
E Uthwiseva (Bus), quaifbf v C FMxn (USl 0 
Bsraoansct*ava [Batat v D CHadVpva iCz 
ROPL C Tonens- Valero (%» vO Lunma [Urn Li 
Fang (Ch) vM PIERCE (Frl A COtTZEfi (SA) v 
B PaGus (Aid). L Neiand (Lai) v C, Batctay (Ausl 
h BraraS (US) v A Ehrood IAusi J Hefcud-De- 
cujs (Ff) vN KynuB (Japor). A Ga/akttn (Mn) 
V J Kruger |SAL S Jayaseeton (Can) v P Sttfig- 
hae (Kcrt qu^ASar v H SUxva (Cz Ffc^ s FWorra- 
lu (Frl I A HLBER I Galt A SUGTiAMA (Japan) 
v M-A Sanchez Lorenzo iSp). M Endo (Japan) v 
M Saeki (JapanL M Grzycowskj (Pcfl v C Cnsea 
(RomL N 1A*ldyanathan itortl v 0 PedchW Hu 
ojaBar v oLamt A Gtoss iGW | v fi HMM Uapanl 
E Makaiova ifiusi v L Goteisa (Itv J Lee (US) v 
A SANOCZ VtCAKO (SpL C I4ARTOE? (Spj , 
S Mouse) iGerL K Kizrco (Ausl v M Oremanf- 
(NethL S> KWrtrva (Cz Kepi v V Ruano-Pbseual 
(SpL L NemeeHwa 1C: ftep) v A G aort (Fa F 
Luton ill} vTPbiwvb (Rusl M Dtaz-Otva (Argl 
<; B Schetl (Ausl quaMer v fi Grande ntj. N Zwrtr- 


va | Beta) v S APPELMANS (BeA. S TESTLO (Ft) 
w G Laon-Garda (SpL J Kandai (Gey] v S Oiakte- 
Brockman IAusi J Husarcwa (Star*) v H Inoue 
utepani M Matoewa (BJ) v A Gera (Cz Ftep), T 
Tanasuqam (Thai) >UA Iferao (VOriL E Wtagnet 
iGerl v3ws*ansd» (USL fi StUufae (Aus) vMLu- 
CK (Craal N Sawnmatai (Japan) v I MAJOU 
iCroal l SPHLEA (Rani v S Winra (USl A 
Dechijme BaAerei iFr) » V Wfcmo (USL A Mau- 
resnin (Fr) v S Fanna (TA E Ga^aid (Mon) v S 
Pfe«**o tAutj Wang a*-Bng (laQ v 1 Got- 
romategii (Ai® N De5iy (Fh vP Sctnder (Swm. 
Is Dopier (Autl vN Myagl (Japan). N PtSl (Ausl 


v L FtArMOND ftJSl fibflAGOMIB (Horn; v U 
Babel iGer) M Serna iSp) v R McOuBan (Ausl 


Suerec (Aigt S Cat* (HI v F Perteni (Hl K Hab- 
sudova (Sfrak) v quaift*. A C o chete m r (Frl w 
L DAVENPORT (USl 

Seeds n capttals 
SYDNEY INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENT 
(Sydney, Ausl Men’s ringleo semi fkuris: K 
Kuoera (StOTL) h M Tobbutf (Aus) 4-6 7-6 6-0. 
T Hannan (GO) br P Ratttr (Aus) 7-6 7-5 
Woman's quarter finals: A Sunyama (Japan) 
t* B PaJus lAuii 6-2 b-y S VHten* (US) ts L 
Davenport (USl 1-6 7-5 7-5. V WBams (USl bl 
M Maleeva (BU) 6-2 6-2: A SancneeVicano (Sp) 
bt N -Tuerava (Bull 6-1 6-2 Send finals: A San- 
chez Vfcnno (Sp) bt S WBamo (US) 6-2 6-1; V 
WBams (US) M A Sunyama (Japani 6-1 7-6 


6-3. R Froneerg iAusi bl FHaidb iSp) 6-3 7-6 
COLONIAL MEN^S CLASSIC (Konyong, Aus) 
Semi-tlnat M PhAppcusoB (Ausl bt G Kuerten 
(Br) 6-4 3-6 r -6 Losers’ ptay-cite & FkaecWu 
IGB bt T Mustfli (Aut) M 7-6; A MetMdev (Ho) 
bl P Sampras (US) 3-fi U-S 6-2 
TASMANIAN WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT (Ho- 
bart Aua) Sedjflnahc D Van Ftoeel (TW) bf M 
Gpybow*a IPd) 6-7 B-1 W. P Schnydar 
(Sum) W J Kruger (Rsa) 7-fi 6-£ 


j SAILING 

: Smith looks 
; to Geake 

; The British yacht Silk Cut has 
5 rung the changes in its crew 
= again by appointing the Whit- 
: bread Round the World Race 

■ veteran Vincent Geake as its 
= new navigator. 

The 35-vear-old Geake will 
= replace Steve Hayles from the 
start of the fifth leg of the race, 
. which leaves Auckland on 1 Feb- 
ruary. Geake sailed with the SQk 

■ Cut skipper. Lawrie Smith, in 
: the 1989-90 race on Rolhmans. 

Geake had been commen- 

• taling on the race for television 
before yesterday’s call-up from 
Smith, who said: “It W3S time for 
a change, fresh ideas and a fresh 

: approach. Vincent has sailed 

• with me on several other events 

■ and I know hell fit in very welL" 

Silk Cut, which is now in sev- 

■ enth place, also drafted in Ger- 
ard Mitchell in place of Neil 
Graham on Thursday. 

rOUOTES OF I 
THE WEEK 

• Fina are cowards They 
are flickering, fluttering 
badge-wearers with no au- 
thority. They test for five 
when they know there are 
^ substances Mark Spitz, 
on swimming^ world gov- 
erning body following the 
growth hormone affair. 

• l don't see how Kevin 
could have done anything 
wrong. They all wear 
gumshields, so how on 
earth can anyone have 

I made an injury like that 
with a gumshield in? Anne 
Yates sticks up for her son, 
the Bath prop in the ear- 
biting affair. 

• WeVe In trouble if they 
ban blood sports Slogan 
on poster advertising Bath 
Rugby Club tissued before 
last weekend). 


SNOW REPORT 


vakl A Ponas iSpi v P KORDA id RepL G 
RUSEDSKI (GB) V guawidf. J StflTf- (US) vC&OS- 
fa (SpL T Vf&oOtJKVte lAu&i v F Dwirt (Ball C 
Ruud gfitort v quMEn T JonanEEOfi |Swe| v F Out- 
tart (Argl M Ara*uSM (SA) v fi Rmetwig iUSl 
N EmlKJO (Ff) « U Ljrsson (SwL guatfnt x G 
KUERTEN iBrai G IVAMSEVIC (CrtM) >» J 


TODAYS 

NUMBER 


The number of days that 
Spain's bid to host the 
2003 rugby union World 
Cup lasted. The Spanish 
federation applied on 
Wednesday but were ad- 
vised to go instead for the 
2001 World Cup Sevens. 


Ski Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200+ resorts In Europe and 
North America. 

Voice reports 0891 333 110 + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 0B6 + code 

For a fuU list of all ski codes by 
voice or fax dial 0990 100 843 


Ski Snapshot 

At a glance to snow condioons at 
over 200 resorts world-wide 
0897 500 60) 


in association with 

N ewstel 

fll 1 ■ VI " I Cull . L- 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


Area Last 
dp®' 


w * lal C-cwJ Modtacns i+pcned 

AUSTRIA 

i-ur-uri top couer 

BUiCARIA 

RaiTc-urew;. PjUsoroUe on upper Un*(5 

CANADA 

Whrtffcr McVrt, pewir irixu. 

FRANCE 

l-WoM irsi difig ut- <0 

ITALY 

5 > 7 -llenrw 'iijing town lop To twno*ri 

NORWAY 

' j-lt- PiT-J -1 

SPAIN 

SfiU+fl Nf.v 3 dl TJighl uftlJ^ljfl 

SWITZBtLAND 

•j Meviu • joc -3 if afl th-rai Mi-r ls 

UNITED STATES 

HcJe — — Dysp irgfih powiej 


L«r Upp F-xeusi 

cm Ot. 


50 7C> Soo*. (Tufros 


3S Ho*»cr am 


» 70 O *ir arrf < 


HO 180 Snow. : 


35 65 Srtow flumes 


70 !o5 Sr<w lp-jrt ; 


W> m 'Zfcpu Ow'bwcv. 


30 (50 Lfigjia 70. 


o£i W Snon ■j'Omrj 


i-WL I6« as ^0 s.u>w 


Calls to 0891 numbers cost SOp/mln; to 0897S numbers £l/min at all 
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Park life pleasures on 
the fields of dreams 


********* 


On Saturdays and Sundays throughout the winter the dreams, fantasies, aspi- 
rations and frustrations of men and women of all shapes, sizes, creeds and re- • 
ligions are played out on the parks football pitches of Britain. There are over 
42,000 clubs affiliated to the Football Association in England alone and only 
89 of them are professional, so for the vast majority it is a pitch like this that 
is home for the day. It was on a pitch like this that John Barnes was spotted 
by Watford, playing for Sunbury Court and no doubt dreaming of ihe day he 
would run through the entire Brazilian defence to score at the Maracana Sta- 
dium. And of course it was a pitch like this at Hackney Marshes, famous the 
world over as a parks venue, that Kenny Dalglish had in mind when he issued 
his FA Cup challenge to Stevenage Borough. 

In its heyday Hackney Marshes housed 13) pilches side by side - today there 
are 88. As two teams come off two more go on, with well over 100 club match- 
es taking place on a typical Sunday. It was there that Tcny Venables played 
his schools football, more recently David Beckham and just about any foot- 
baller from London will have played at Hackney Marshes at some time in their 
youth. The St John Ambulance is always on hand and at many of the other 
parks venues up and down Ihe country, while scouts from the professional clubs 
patrol the touchlines looking for the next John Barnes. But wirh 5,000 sports 
grounds sold for development to the private sector since 1981, the now 34-year- 
old Barnes may not be the only endangered species in British football. 

- Adam Szreter 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY PETER JAY 
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Case of try, try, try again for Twickenham’s conscience 



| If the law is an ass, 
r rugby's new breed of 
t.litigiously motivated 
.lawyers are queueing up 
to apply a well-aimed 
boot to its hallowed 
'buttocks. As the Kevin 
Yates ear-biting affair 
moves into its second 
week, Chris Hewett talks to 
Twickenham's very own 
Lord Chief justice. 


'.It was not an auspicious begin- 
ning. “I was a solicitor until they 
struck me off," said Roy 
•Manock, the Rugby Football 
Union's disciplinary officer, ir- 
i reverently known to players and 
£ coaches alike as “His Old 
^Fartship". Then? was a theatri- 
fccal silence as Manock savoured 
-the impaa of his words, followed 
'& ■ 


by a mischievous chuckle. “Ac- 
tually. I applied to be struck off 
for sound financial reasons when 
I decided I'd had enough of my 
legal consultancy work. There 
was no scandal. I’m afraid." 

Phew. The climate of pro- 
fessional rugby being as it is — 
the legal adviser has joined the 
agem and the personal 
masseuse in the modem play- 
er’s holy trinity of support staff 
-the last thing the game needs 
is a dodgy brief in control of its 
court system. In fact, Manock 
lakes his role extremely seri- 
ously, so seriously, in fact, that 
he has written an appendix to 
the RFLTs disciplinary rules 
setting out the principles of nat- 
ural justice as they pertain to the 
15-man code. 

There are those who wonder 
whether rugby union and 
natural justice might not be mu- 
tually exclusive. Nick Pop- 


plewell. the Irish international 
prop, managed to pick up three 
separate convictions for Lhe 
same punching offence last 
spring - a yellow card from the 
referee, a fine from his club and 
a ban from Ma nock’s panel - 
while this season, a second 
Newcastle player. Dean Ryan, 
collected a ban that was so ret- 
rospective as to border on the 
posthumous. 

And now we have the Kevin 
Yales affair, which has pro- 
pelled Lhe sport so deeply into 
the legal mire that it would be 
no surprise to see George Car- 
man, Perry Mason and Horace 
Rumpole fighting each other for 
a piece of the action. The ab- 
sence of a smoking gun - or, in 
this case, a set of exposed in- 
cisors - is not the only fly in this 
particular jar of ointment. By 
comparison, the Jamdyce v 
Jamdyce wrangle in Charles 


Dickens' Bleak House seems 
positively straightforward. 

Victor Ubogu is threatening 
to bring a defamation action 
against London Scottish, who 
are in turn wondering whether 
Philip Bliss, Bath’s honorary 
surgeon, might not have stepped 
out of line by questioning 
whether Simon Fenn's left ear 
was bitten at all. Bath are 
bristling at suggestions that, in 
the absence of a guilty verdict, 
the RFU might impose sanc- 
tions on the club rather than on 
any one individual, while the sus- 
pended Yates is receiving legal 
advice on an hourly basis. 

“I'm reluctant to talk about 
a specific case in progress," 
said Manock in time-honoured 
legal fashion. “However. I can 
say that the onus is on London 
Scottish to prove their case 
against the player concerned. 
They've made the allegation, af- 


ter all. But the standard of 
proof is not one of beyond rea- 
sonable doubt, as in criminal 
cases, but on the balance of 
probabilities. We will consider 
video evidence and player 
statements and make a judge- 
ment based on what we find." 

Man ode’s panel will consid- 
er the affair from scratch, even 
though Bath are scheduled to 
hold their own internal disci- 
plinary hearing on Tuesday. 
What, pray, is the point of 
Yates going through two inter- 
rogatory ordeals rather than 
one? “it’s a matter for Bath,” 
said Manock. “We will look at 
this irrespective of what they de- 
cide to do. No, I don't think the 
Bath hearing is a total irrele- 
vance - it could prove a vety 
useful exercise in discovering ex- 
actly what happened and any- 
way. ] applaud the fact that they 
are acting so responsibly - but 


this is a serious matter that has 
tarnished the image of the 
game and left a false impression 
as to the standards of discipline 
in rugby in general" 

All the same, there appears 
to be more than a degree of du- 
plication. Although Manock’s 
panel, an ad hoc band of legal- 
ly articulate regulars and co-opt- 
ed occasionals.considers each 
and every sending off involving 
a player from the two Allied 
Dunbar Premiership divisions 
and the top two divisions of the 
Jewson National League, they 
are often happy to rubber- 
stamp the internal punishments 
meted out by club manage- 
ments. On the other hand, they 
sometimes intervene more ful- 
ly, particularly in cases where 
gross misdeeds have been per- 
petrated in the presence of the 
great god, television. A dear 
case, surely, o£ ‘‘Throw a punch 


by all means, but not while 
you're on the telly." 

“I appreciate the situation is 
seen as being haphazard, but the 
system is evolving and when I 
took on this job two years ago I 
stated that the reviaon of our dis- 
cipKnaiy procedures would take 
four years to complete. The de- 
cisions to act in the Poppleweli 
and Ryan cases were mine. I con- 
sidered them particularly bad in- 
cidents that occurred in the fall 
glare of publicity and that as 
such, they harmed the game. 
Should we let miscreants off the 
hook, just because other mis- 
demeanours go unnoticed? 

“A number of areas need ad- 
dressing. There is a great body 
of opinion in the southern 
hemisphere against the cur- 
rent restrictions on citing [play- 
ers can be died only if the 
incident was not dealt with by 
the referee] and I am coming 


round to the view that suspen- 
sions should be calculated in 
terms of matches rather than 
days and that a certain number 
of yellow cards should cany a 
fixed penalty. These are things 
1 want to discuss with the clubs. 

“But the panel's powers are 
already extremely wide. Pro- 
vided a hearing is conducted 
fairly and in line with the dic- 
tates of natural justice, I am per- 
fectly happy that any sanctions 
we choose to impose are in- 
sustainable under both English 
and European law." 

There will almost certainly 
come a time when that last as- 
sertion is tested to the full. You 
sense that Manock would rel- 
ish such a challenge to his au- 
thority, he happily compares his 
panel to “the old touring as- 
sizes" and rather like a certain 
Judge Jeffries, he is no one’s 
idea of a soft touch. 


Bath banking on 
$ fGiiscott’s return 


•> J I 





£ Almost 12,000 expectant 
^Geprdres mil watch 
^Newcastle's Allied 
lounbar. Premiership 
^showdown with Bath 
|tomorirow. But, as Chris 
fHewett reports, their side 
will have to get to grips 
£with j&retny Guscott. 


Under any other circumstances, 
it would be billed as an occasion 
to get the teeth into. Newcastle, 

^ b rimming with confidence and 

unbeaten swagger, take on Bath, 
still reeling from the effects of 
another traumatic week in the 
. sporting dock but invigorated by 
.. the return of Jeremy Guscott to 
their midfield, in a match that. 
r should reveal pretty much every- 
thing about both dubs. 

Such is the interest in to- 
fmorrow’s encounter that New- 
r castle have abandoned their 
trusty Kingston Park home- 
iStead and taken up temporary 
residence at the Gateshead In- 
ternational Stadium, 
t: Guscotr’s presence should 
put another thousand or so on 
tbe-g»te; England are so des- 
perate to welcome him back mlo 
fther interna tionai fold that the en- 
jtire^ftrickenham hierarchy will 

1/ Iptpbabiy make the trip north, 
just Ip make sure the Golden 
One Bras fit as everyone hopes. 
Even Tbny Swift, the embattled 
Bath chief executive who had just 
endured a hellish week on the 
ear-biting front, managed a 


smile yesterday. “With Jerry in 
midfield, we’ve got a back line 
to die for." he chirped. 

That is undeniably true. 
Bath can now afford to switch 
Matt Perry to his England po- 
sition of full-back, pair Guscott 
with Phil de Glanvitte in the cen- 
tre, run leu an Evans and Ade- 
dayo Adebayo on the wings and 
restore Mike Catt to the stand- 
off berth in what amounts to an 
attacking payload of rugby ni- 
troglycerine just waiting to ex- 
plode. All they need is the ball. 

Which is. of course, the prob- 
lem. Newcastle’s one-paced but 
highly capable pack have been 
a revelation this season and 
with Ross Nesdale. Garath 
Archer, Pat Lam and Dean 
Ryan in such combative form, it 
is difficult to see how Bath can 
achieve parity in the bump and 
grind department. “What has 
happened at Bath in the last 
week is something for them to 
deal with, but I'm sure it will 
make them all the more deter- 
mined.” Rob Andrew, Newcas- 
tle’s director of rugby, said. 

Although Guscott is once 
again in the Test equation, the 
England selectors will be con- 
cerned at the absence of 
Lawrence DaUaglioand Richard 
HID from this weekend’s activi- 
ty. DaUaglio misses Wasps’ trip 
to Leicester this afternoon be- 
cause of the bruised right sboui- : 
der he has been carrying for 
weeks, while Hill's increasingly 
worrying hamstring problems 
keep him out of Saracens' home 
match with Sale tomorrow. 



WORL D SW IMMING CHA MPIONSHI PS 

Klim completes 
gold hat-trick 
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Svetlana Serbina (left) and Olena Zhupyna win gold for Ukraine in the synchronised diving Photograph: Reuters 


Michael Klim continued his 
World Championship medal 
crusade with a record-break- 
ing third victory in Perth yes- 
terday. Klim shattered the 
hours-old championship 
record in the 100 metres but- 
terfly to complete a hat-trick 
of gold medals to go alongside 
his two silvers. 

The Australian, who also 
triumphed in the 200m freestyle 
and 4x200m freestyle relay, was 
just O.lscc outside his own 
world mark with a winning lime 
of 52.25sec. 

That was good enough for 
Poland-born Klim to take half 
a second out of the champi- 
onship record established by his 
compatriot Geoff Huegill ear- 
lier in the day. Huegill, who beat 
his team-mate in the heals to 
break a championship best held 
fora few minutes by Frenchman 
Franck Esposito, had to settle 
for bronze in 52.90, with Swe- 
den’s Lars Frolander second in 
52.79. 

“1 was feeling quite lethar- 
gic this morning after the last 
five days,” Klim said. “I felt as 
though 1 didn’t want to work 
anymore. But I recovered pret- 
ty wefl. And the butterfly always 
seems to bring something spe- 
cial out of me. I don’t regard 
myself as one of the greats, I'd 
probably never look at myself 
like that, although people look- 
ing at the medal table might 
think that way." 

No British swimmers 


reached an individual final yes- 
terday, although James Hick- 
man, fifth in the 200m butterfly, 
did win the consolation race in 
the 100m in 53.85. 

In the 200m individual med- 
ley, WU Yanyan claimed China’s 
third gold of the championships, 
breaking former East German 
PeLra Schneider's championship 
record set in 1972 by nearly a 
second in 2min 10.8$scc. Chen 
Yan, winner of China’s two 
other golds, was second with 
Slovakia's Martina Moravcova 
third. 

Newcastle's Sue Ralph fin- 
ished third in the consolation 
race in a time of 2:17-33, then 
completed a hat-trick of final 
appearances this week by tak- 
ing over the freestyle leg of Lhe 
4x1 00m medley relay from 
Karen Pickering. The quartet, 
also including Sarah Price, 
Jaime King and Caroline Foot, 
came last, but moved up to sev- 
enth when Belgium were dis- 
qualified from the race won by 
the American team. 

Britain only reached the fi- 
nal as the Chinese, shorn of a 
team because of the drug con- 
troversy surrounding four of 
their swimmers, did not turn up 
for the event. 

American Kurt GroLe look 
gold in the 200m breaststroke 
by just 0.02sec from Frenchman 
Jean-Christophc Sarnia. with 
Hungary's Olympic champion 
Noibert Rozsa third. 

- Ian Gordon, Perth 


Phelps fulminated over slack knees and judging incompetence across the board 



CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 


It’s always easier in a column like 
this to hand out critical lockings 
than it is to be genuinely en- 
thusiastic. Sad but true (or 
maybe it’s just me). But occa- 
sionally someone comes along 
who captures the essence of 
what sport on television should 
be about, someone wbo can tell 
you all the technical stuff you 
need to know while conveying 
the sheer thrill of the thing. 

Step up on to the podium 
Brian Phelps, who, until Greg 
Louganis fringed his bonce in 
Seoul was the only diver aqyone 
in this country had heard of 
(apologies to Liz Ferns, who also 
won Olympic bronze m Rome 
in I960)' His mam claim to feme 
these days is as a football ref- 
erence - “he’s a better diver than 


RE GUIDE 


Brian Phelps" -but he combines 
coaching with consummate 
commentating for Eurosport, 
and he has been in his pomp at 
the World Shimming Champi- 
onships for the past 10 days. 

As the women prepared for 
the 10-metrc highboani Phelps' 
mision to explain was underway 
( there are forwards, backwards, 
reverse, inward, twist and arm- 
stand groups, and seven judges: 
the highest and lowest marks are 
taken off and the average of the 
rest multiplied by the degree of 
difficulty; the platform is 16-18 
feet long with a cork inlay 3 4in 
thick - so now you know |. .And 
on the dives themselves, it was 
like anending a masterclass. 
Take a random example: “Bad 
depth of pike in flight, tight ham- 


strings - she needs to do her mo- 
bility work - and very short an 
entry." Each dive was given a 
similarly crisp shakedown. .Af- 
ter an hour. I fell I knew as much 
about diving as Phefps himself. 

He combined the expertise 
of the coach and the enthusiasm 
of the fen. fulminating splendidly 
over the judging. When one 
woman was given a five, he was 
beside himself. "A five? Did one 
judge give her a five there? He 
did! I can't believe that. The 
Japanese judge must have been 
asleep, or he needs to de-steam 
his glasses. A five!" - he snort- 
ed - “It was not possible to give 
that dive a five." 1 pictured him 
standing up. gesturing obscenely 
at the judges and bellowing. 
“You're shit-aaaaaah!" 


He was a bit happier with the 
next unc up: “They've given her 
a good set of marks. Not what 
I would have given her. But there 
you are - Tm not judging"- this 
said with 3 note of regret In fed, 
you got the feeling he'd like to 
be commentating, coaching, 
judging and diving, if only he 
could clone himself. 

His obsession with the 
judges’ perceived incompetence 
soared off the scale when Li 
Chen had her turn. "Slack knees 
on the take-off." he said, “but 
iL was so high up. the judges 
probably missed iL" One judge, 
however, gave her a 4.5. “Some 
weird judging going on here," 
Phelps said. "Maybe the New 
Zealand judge saw the slightly 
bent knees. He's freaking out a 


bit You can't take off that many 
marks! Not for very slightly 
slack knees! I'm sure the Chi- 
nese coach will have something 
to say to that judge. I certainly 
would if it was my diver." I think 
he was planning to anyway. 

I’ve never seen Jeremy 
Clarkson before, but he was pre- 
ceded by a reputation as a bit of 
a wallv. In fact, he came across 
as a big Idd, which is exactly what 
a programme like Jeremy Clark- 
son \ s Extreme Machines (BBC2 ) 
needs (that prefix is a bit dodgy, 
though - shades of Knowing Me 
Knowing You R "ah Alan Partridge, 
and the attendant notion that 
perhaps Clarkson’s head is, as 
some critics have suggested, 
some way up his backside). 

He was transported this 


week into the world of power- 
boat racing -which, he said, "has 
been likened to standing in the 
shower tearing up £50 notes.” 
The boats are, as he put iL “es- 
sentially flying machines." They 
do no more than skim the sur- 
face, and half the time ride on 
a cushion of air hubbies. Clark- 
son was given a guided tour of 
one big red monster with the cut 
of a Stealth bomber, owned ty 
the Wimbledon FC-owning fish 
billionaires and driven by Brit 
Steve Curtis. “What's the num- 
ber for?” he asked, pointing to 
a huge “10” on the underside. 
“It's for when the boys crash the 
boat so we know whose it is," 
replied Curtis, encouragingly. 

Curtis's two world champi- 
onships have done little to raise 


his profile from the z-list in his 
own land, but then it’s not much 
of a spectator sport. Clarkson 
watched one boat go by in the 
middle distance, looked at his 
watch and said. “Never mind, in 
another 12 minutes ifll be 
back." There’s no reason, 
though, why powerboat racing 
shouldn't work on the box. with 
its permanent sense of imminent 
catastrophe, something you just 
don’t get from raring cars. 

The principal thrill of 
course, is handling the beasts, 
and Clarkson had a go: "11115 is 
incredible. The limit here is 
five miles per hour. The spec do 
shows 1 42. Now I've got to turn 
iL How often do you crash 
ihese things?" 
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Black market lure for frustrated World Cup fans 


With the start of the 
World Cup still five 
months away, ticket sales 
and distribution are 
already causing problems 
for the organising 
committee and fans 
alike. As the authorities 
investigate the alleged 
illegal re-sale of seats, 
Nick Harris looks at the 
booming black market. 


England supporters wanting to 
travel to France this summer 
have limited options for secur- 
ing seats. Approximately 4,000 
tickets for each group match will 
be available for the Football As- 
sociation to distribute to their 
32,000 travel club members. 

Appeals made in Paris on 
Tuesday for more tickets are un- 
likely to result in more seats for 
British fans, although it will not 
be until the end of Februaiy that 
Fife, the game's world governing 
body, will decide how to allocate 
the maximum of eight per cent 
of tickets per team set aside for 
the supporters in each game. 

The only chance of any more 
tickets being available for Eng- 
land fans is if the national fed- 
erations of Tunisia, Romania 
and Colombia say they do not 
require their share. 

The other option for fans is 
to try to buy packages from op- 
erators authorised by Fife, but 
demand is so high that applicants 
who have not already applied are 
unlikely to be successful 

A spokeswoman for the 
French Organising Committee 
(CFO) said yesterday that 2,000 
tickets for each group game (as 
opposed to the eight per cent 
figure reported previously) 
would be sold world-wide by the 
1 7 tour operators authorised by 
the CFO to do so. 

There are five such operators 
in Europe, three of them in 
England, and each will receive 
100 tickets for each of the 32 
group matches, regardless of the 
teams involved. In addition, 
they will receive 150 tickets 
per European team involved. 

R)r the England game against 
Tunisia the European operators 
will receive a total of 250 tickets 
-the 100 basic allowance plus 150 
because England are playing - 
and for the England game with 
Romania they will receive 400 
(100 plus 150 for each team). 
These tickets can then be sold 
wherever the operators choose, 
including outside Europe. 

Those tickets that are even- 
tually sold to England fans will 
be in high demand despite 
wbat many will consider to be 
high prices. Gullivers Sports 
Travel one of the three Fife-ap- 
proved operators in this coun- 
try, is asking for £595 for a day 
trip to one game. Mike Burton 
Sports Travel estimates a trip to 
the Goal will be around £1,500. 

Hvo other means of at- 
tempting to buy World Cup 
tickets are therefore likely to 
prove attractive to some, even if 
_ it means circumventing the sys- 
tem. Either they can disregard 
the advice of “No ticket, do not 
travel" and turn up at Lhe games 
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32,500 

46.000 
18,600 

7,830 

15,600 

29,250 

60.000 

64.000 

95.000 

1985,550 
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World Cup on the web: Several ticket agencies are advertising the sale of tickets for France this summer on the Internet 


Tim Crouch 


When The Independent posed as a potential 
buyer of World Cup tickets, the Atlanta-based agency 
2417 Ticket Service sent back this fax confirming it could 
meet our request for 477 tickets. The tickets would have 
had a face value of approximately £19,000. The price of 
$385,550 (£244,000) would have constituted an increase 
of nearly 1,200 percent 


in the hope of buying from a tout, 
or they can turn to one of the nu- 
merous unofficial agents that are 
starting to emerge. These are 
mainly American agencies sell- 
ing on the Internet, although 
there are also reports that com- 
panies are selling in Britain. 

However, by no means all 
those agencies advertising on die 
Internet are unauthorised. Some 
Fife-approved agencies also pub- 
licise their authorised ticket- 
and -travel packages on the web. 

Trading in tickets via unof- 
ficial sources is forbidden by the 
rules of the CFO and is under 
investigation. The CFO has 
warned the public that they 
should not be tempted to pur- 
chase from unofficial sources. 

Any fan turning up at a 


match with a ticket purchased 
from an unauthorised source 
could be refused entiy, on the 
grounds that there has been a 
breach of contract in the terms 
of sale of the ticket. However, 
the CFO has said that it does not 
plan to have systematic identi- 
ty checks at games, unless they 
have prior information that cer- 
tain blocks of tickets have been 
sold via unauthorised agents. 

Unauthorised tickets are be- 
ing offered on the Internet for 
England's opening game, on 15 
June against Tbnisia, for be- 
tween £174 and £411 each. 
Tickets for the game against Ro- 
mania on 22 June are on offer 
at the same price, while tickets 
for the game against Colombia 
on 26 June are being advertised 


between £206 and £475 each. 
Tickets for the quarter-final 
that might feature England if 
they progressed beyond the 
group stage are being offered at 
between £206 and £566, while 
semi-final tickets range from 
£269-£946 and tickets for the fi- 
nal are advertised at £775- 
£3,448 each. The face value of 
the majority of tickets for the 
finals is between £16 and £40 
per match. 

Some agencies daim they can 
provide as many tickets as re- 
quired, with one advertising on 
the Internet that orders from “1 
to 1,000" can be met, and an- 
other agent saying: “Quantity is 
not a problem. The disclaimer 
is that unless you pay in full now, 
in the event of the prices going 


crazy, we can't guarantee these 
prices will stay the same.” 

While The Independent dis- 
closed yesterday that an Atlanta- 
based agency, 24/7 Ticket 
Service, claims it is being sup- 
plied by Fifa-approved agents, 
other American agencies ad- 
vertising on the Internet said 
their main source of tickets 
would be those French people 
who bought blocks of tickets 
(known as Pass France 9S and 
comprising of five or six tickets 
for one venue) in France be- 
tween November 1996 and 
April 1997 and who are now will- 
ing to sell them to brokers and 
agents for profit 

One agent in America con- 
firmed she would buy tickets 
from such sources to fulfil orders 


from people who wish to buy 
from her. “Our tickets are 
sourced from aD over the worid," 
she said. “I buy from secondary 
markets and pay over the odds.’' 

The CFO said tickets may 
only be sold to the public by 
themselves, their authorised 
tour operators and national 
football federations permitted 
by Fife to sell tickets. 

A CFO spokesman said: 
u We have the right to allow peo- 
ple to sell tickets and we want 
to protect that right.” He 
added: “We won't let companies 
sell tickets that don’t have the 
right to. We want tickets to be 
sold properly.” 

The spokesman said one 
company in France, which he 
could not name for legal rea- 


HOW ONE AMERICAN TICKET AGENCY IS ADVERTISING ON THE INTERNET 


Lens Jamaica v i 

St Etienne Yugoslavia 

ToUouse Argentina v 

Parc Das Princes Germany v 


VltorM (top flnatalictots advertised on one Internat site lal Into ttieecteegones, at an venues accept: 
tor Stade de France to Saint Denis, where the opening and final games wti be hekL Tlw venra ml . 
have tour ticket categories due to its size.: Category One: positioned. In general, between the end ; 
or ■goal’ Enea Category TVw: positioned, to general. In (he vicinity of lhe com ere of the ataefcm . 
Category Three: positioned. In generaL bertnatfie goals. (Prices are m US dofiarej 

Date Venue Call Cat 2 Cat 3 or 4 . 

Jim 10 St Denis Brazil v Scotland 515 £5 

Jun 10 McriipBfiier Morocco v Norway 350 300 250 ■ 

junTI TmJouse Cameroon v Austria 300 250 200 

Jun 11 Bordeaux SI HI 

Jun 12 Lera Saud Arabra v Denmark 325 375 225 

Jun 12 Maraeiles France v South Africa 325 275 225 

Jun 12 MantpeBer Paraguay v BUoaria 300 200 

Jut 13 St Denis Netherlands v Belgium 375 325 375 : 

Jun 13 Lyon Korea v Mexico 325 275 |§f . 

Jun 13 Nantes Spate vNnena 300 Z7S 225 • 

Jun 14 Lens Jamaica v Croatia 300 250 200 

Jun 14 St Etienne Yugoslavia v Iran 300 2S0 200 

Jun W Todouse Argentina v Japan 575 525 475 

Jun 15 Parc Des Princes GermanyvllSA 375 325 275 

Jun 15 Lyon Romaria v Cotontia 325 375 225 . 

Jun 15 Marseilles England v Tunisia 375 325 275 

Jun 16 Bordeaux Scotland v Norway 350 300 250 

Jun 16 Nantes Brazil v Morocco 375 300 250 

Jun 17 St Etienne CMevAustria 300 250 200 

Jun 17 Montpefer Italy v Cameroon 325 275 225 

Jun IB St Denis France V SautS Arabia 375 300 250 

Jim 18 Toulouse South Africa v Denmark 325 275 225 . 

Junta Parc Des Princes Moerta v Biioaria 300 250 200 ■ 

275 225 

275 225 

275 225 

500 450 

275 225 

275 225 

275 225 . 

250 200 


Brazil v Scotland 
Morocco v Norway 
Cameroon v Austria 
Italy vCWta 

Saud Arabia v Denmark 
France v South Africa 
Paraguay v Butgara 
Netherlands v Seigkin 
Korea v Mexico 
Spate v Nigeria 
Jamaica v Croatia 
Yugoslavia v Iran 
Argentina v Japan 


Lyon 

Marsel lias 

Bordeaux 

Nantes 

St Etienne 

MantpeCer 

St Denis 

Toulouse 


Romania v Cotontoia 
England v Tunisia 
Scotland v Norway 
Brazil v Morocco 
Chie v Austria 
Italy v Cameroon 
Prance v Saud Arabia 
South Africa v Denmark 


Parc Des Princes Mgerta v Bitigaria 

St-Ebenne Spain v Paraguay 

MarseOes Netherlands v Korea 

Bordeaux Belgium v Mexico 

Nantes Japan v Croatia 

Parc Des Princes- Argentina v Jamaica 

Lens Germany v Yugoslavia 

Lyon USAvtem 

MontpeUer Colombia v Tunisia 


Toulouse 

Romania v England 

375 

325 

275 

St Denis 

Italy v Austria 

325 

275 

225 

St-Ettenne 

Scotland v Morocco 

325 

275 

225 

Marsefles 

Brazl v Nonray 

375 

325 

275 

Nantes 

Crifle v Cameroon 

300 

250 

200 

Lens 

Spain v Bulgaria 

325 

275 

22S 

Lyon 

France v Denmark 

325 

275 

225 

Ibulouse 

Nigeria v Paraguay 

300 

250 

200 

Bordeaux 

S Africa v Sax! Arabia 

325 

Z75 

225 

Parc Des Princes 

Belghin v Korea 

325 

275 

225 

S- Etienne 

Netherlands v Mexico 

375 

300 

250 

MontpaBer 

Germany v Iran 

325 

275 

225 

Names 

USA v Yugoslavia 

325 

275 

225 

Si Denis 

Romania v Tunsta 

300 

225 

175 

Lens 

Colombia v England 

47S 

375 

325 

Lyon 

Japan v Jamaica 

575 

500 

450 

Bordeaux 

Argentina v Croatia 

325 

275 

225 

Parc Des Pmces 

Second Round 

425 

350 

300 

Marsetes 

Second Round 

425 

350 

300 

St Denis 

Second Round 

400 

325 

275 

Lens 

Second Roind 

400 

325 

275 

MontpeNer 

Second Round 

400 

325 

275 

Toulouse 

Second Romd 

400 

3 25 

275 

St-Ebenne 

Second Roind 

400 

325 

275 

Bordeaux 

Second Round 

400 

325 

275 

Si Denis 

Quarter Finals 

475 

400 

325 

Nantes 

Quarter Finals 

475 

400 

325 

Lyon 

Quaner Rnate 

475 

400 

325 

Marsedes 

Quarter Finals 

475 

400 

325 

Marseies 

Semi-Finals 

725 

525 

425 

St Daiis 

Semi-Finals 

725 

525 

425 

Parc Des Princes 

Thid Place 

375 

300 

225 

St Denis 

Final 

2,425 

1,525 

1,225 


sons, was already being investi- 
gated for illegal brokering ac- 
tivities and the trade had been 
stopped. Other traders in 
France, offering to buy and sell 
tickets, are being investigated. 

“Tb protect the public, the 
CFO has taken legal action, and 
will continue to do so, against 
all those who offer tickets for 
sale without proper authorisa- 
tion, in the interests of pre- 
venting and punishing any 
undertaking of this kind,” a 
statement said. 

The CFO added that, to en- 
hance security, all World Cup 
tickets are nominal and will not 
be issued until May, but this has 
not proved sufficient to deter a 
black market. 

It is not only British sup- 
porters who are unhappy. The 
Netherlands and Belgium meet 
in a group game on 13 June in 
the 80,000-seat Stade de France 
in Paris - yet they are likely to 
be allocated only 5,800 and 
5,400 tickets, respectively. 

Despite the fact the Brussels 
is only 85 minutes by train from 
Paris and the Dutch have large 
travelling support, the vast ma- 
jority of available tickets will go 
to French supporters, travel 
agencies marketing world-wide, 
and corporate sponsors. It 
would be remarkable if some of 
these tickets did not end up in 
hands other than those for 
which they are intended. 

In a statement released by the 
Dutch football association, the 
KNVB. a spokesman summed up 
the frustrations of the many 
who are willing, but unable, to at- 
tend by legitimate means. “The 
current division of tickets will sim- 
ply play into the hands of black 
marketeers," he said. 


Love and peace, man — but I want the hard man back 


MAJOR WEEKEND FIXTURES 
AND POOLS CHECK 


ff* 


THE 

GAFFER 
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It has been a long time 
coining but it still represents a 
landmark moment. Forty-four 
years after Bamestoneworth 
United beat us in the Wir Cup 

semi-final Jay Pann, the referee 
who gave that controversial 
last-minute goal against us, has 
issued an apology. 

In his apology, issued in the 
Sludgethorpe Gazette, Pann, 
who also sent off three of our 
players and disallowed two 
goals, admits his behaviour 
was beyond the refereeing 
pale. He apologises for any un- 
happiness caused by his rulings 
and says his previous plea of 
mitigation, that he had a 
grudge against the club after 
they rejected him as a teenag- 
er, was contemptible. 

There arc those who see 
this apology as too little, too 
late and issued mainly for po- 
litical reasons - Pann’s grand- 
son runs the Toyota dealership 
which is looking to expand by 
buying some land at our train- 
ing ground. Personalty I see it 
as a ma gnanim ous gesture and 
111 mention that to his grand- 
son when 1 pick up my new car 
next week - I'm afraid the 
Farad's a write-off; I should 
never have lent it to that Geor- 
gian midfielder we had On 
loan. 


The other main news is that 
Glenn Hoddle has brought 
Brian Heckinbottom back from 
his self-imposed exile in Goa. 
Our rough-tough centre-for- 
ward had gone away to find 
himself after being 
rejected by Jamaica. Hoddle sat 
down with him on the beach 
and. over a thali or two, and per- 
haps a hookah, persuaded Bri- 
an he was still in with a chance 

of making England’s 22. How 
Glenn kept a straight face as he 
said that IT never know. 

However, the Brian that has 
returned is not the Brian “bow 
do you like your hospital 
food?” Heckinbottom we 
know and fear. Brian was a 
player out of the Denis Smith 
mould, as Richie Barker said 
of Smithy when he took over 
at West Brom last month b lf 
I asked him to kicka player he 
never asked why, he just said 
‘How high?'." 

Brian's like that, though the 
game has moved on since 
those days of gentle clogging; 
he now uses an elbow which is 
much more effective. 

We gave Brian a reserve 
match to test his fitness and he 
did not make a angle foul in the 
game, not even a dead leg or a 
fist in the goo lies. The one 
time he did bump into someone 


be apologised The callow youth 
who was down to mark him had 
spent two hours in the toilet be- 
forehand and looked so pale 
when he ran ouL I thought he 
was a vegetarian. By the end he 
was puffing his shoulders out 
and glowing like Ron Atkinson 
after an afternoon under his 
favourite sun-lamp. 

Well, I gave Brian a right 
bollocking in the dressing- 
room. called him a big girl's 
blouse, a pantie-waist and all 
sorts of non-FVC names. This 
would normally get him shov- 
ing me against a wall with a 
broken Lucozade bottle in his 
hand (one reason why we now 
use plastic ones) but be just sat 
there whimpering. “I’m sorry 
boss, I didn't want to let any- 
one down but it’s wrong to hurt 
your fellow man. He was only 
a young fad and he looked a bit 
ill as weU." 

Either Hoddle’s overdone 
the counselling or the- Moonies 
must have got hold of him in 
Goa. I guess I should have 
realised when he cam e in 
wearing a kaftan. Then, when 
Leroy cut it up he didn't even 
hit him. He just said: "I can un- 
derstand your anger, you must 
deal with as you can", and got 
his sewing ldt out. 

I think we might have to send 


him to Lincoln City on loan so 
John Beck can toughen him up. 

In the meantime we've a 
problem at centre-forward so 
I'm following up Ego Massive's 
tip and heading for Central 
America. Apparently Lhe re's a 
real bead-case No 9, but with 
a delicate first touch, out there. 
He's called Che RevoJia and all 
the big clubs are after him but 
there have been complica- 
tions: he plays up country in the 
jungle and most of their scouts 
have failed to reach him. 

I obviously can't trust Kit 
Mann to find him, so I’m fly- 
ing out myself after today’s 
game. I've got all the essentials: 
Swiss Army knife, Immodium. 
and that back copy of Shoot! 
magazine with a picture of me 
coaching the England Under- 
23s in it. 

We need a lift. We’re 
bottom again after last week’s 
defeat We need a win today but 
will be missing Ivor Niggle (a 
nasty cut after he impaled him- 
self on his ceremonial sword) 
and Shaun Prone (food-poi- 
sotting after undercooked sukri). 
Brian can’t make it either, he's 
attending a consciousness-rais- 
ing class in Islington. 

Barry Gaffer was talking to 

Glenn Moore 


TODAY 

3.0 unless stated 

FA Carling Premiership 

1 Barnsley v Crystal Palace .. 

2 Btackixm v Aston Vila 

3 Coventry v Arsenal 

4 Leeds v Sheffield Wed 

5 Leicester v Liverpool 

6 Newcastle v Bolton 

7 Tottenham v West Ham 

6 Wimbledon v Derby ... 


Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

9 Birmingham v Huddersfield .... 

10 Man City v Sunderland .......... 

11 Mkkfestrough v Ipswich 

12 Norwich v Nottm Forest . 

13 Oxford Utd v Chartton 

14 Rat Vfcfev Portsmouth 

15 OPR v Tranmere ..... 

16 Sheffield Utd v Wolves 

17 Swindon v Reacting 

18 West Bromwich v Crewe 

Second Division 

19 Blackpool v Bournemouth 

20 Bristol Rovers v Burnley 

21 Chesterfield v Plymouth 

22 RJham v Wycombe ..... 

23 Glrigham v Vbrk - 

24 Grimsby v Brentford 

25 MiBwati v Wrexham 

26 Northampton v Cartels 

27 Okharn v Luton ........... — 

28 Southend V Wateal 

29 Watford v Preston .. 

30 Wigan v Bristol City 

Third Division 

31 Chester v Barnet .. — 

32 Exeter v Doncaster 

33 Leyton Orient v Brighton 


34 Macclesfield v Hartlepool 

35 MarsfieW v Scunthorpe 

36 Notts County v Caitiff 

37 Peterborough v Rochdale 

36 Rotherham v Dartngton 

39 Scarborough v Lincoln City .... 

- Shrewsbury v Cambridge Utd 

- Swansea v Hid 

Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v DuntermSne 

41 Dundee Utd v Celtic ... 

42 rtbemian v St Johnstone 

43 Ktenamock v Hearts 

44 Rangers v Motherwefl 

First Division 

45 Airdrie v Ayr 

46 Morton v Dundee 

47 Hamilton v Stirling AWon pH) 

48 Ftaith v FaBcirit Postponed 

48 St Mirren v Partick ...... 

Second Division 

- Brechin v Queen of South ...... 

- Inverness CT v Clyde 

- Livingston v Clydebank 

- Stenhousemuirv Forfar 

- Stranraer v East Rle 

Third Division 

- ABoa v Abroath 

-- Berwick v East Surfing 

- Cowdenbeath v Albion Plvrs.... 

- Dumbarton v Queen's Park .... 

- Montrose v Ross County 

TOMORROW 

FA Carling Premiership 
Everton v Chelsea (40} ... 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

Bury v Stockport (UQ 



football 
around > 

THE 

WORLD 

BY 

RUPERT . 
METCALF 

Ukraine .. . . 

One of Europe’s most leg- 
endary and formidable 
coaches gave a rare inter- 
view this week in which he . 
poured scorn on the rep- 
utations of both Ronaldo ' 
and Shearer. 

The 58-year-olcJ for-, 
mer Soviet Union coach, 
who has taken Dynamo 
Kiev to the quarter-finals 
of the European Cup, is 
not a fan of the star syrtem. 
“Stars block development in ■ 
footbalL They cost alot bat*: • 
lack a motivation. TbeyVe 
got everything and need 
nothing,” he said. • • • • - 

“Look at Ronaldo," he ! 
said of Intemaziqnale's * 
Brazilian. “He’s not de- - 
veloping- I watched him 
once. In the first half he 
simply stood and waited 
Five mi mites before the 
break he scored a goaL But 
if he hadn't scored, what 
then? Whafs the point in 
having such a star, who 
doesn't put in any woric?”- . 

Lobanovsky was no 
kinder about Shearer... 
“What is Shearer? T m riot 
sure rd have him in the 
Dynamo squad," he de- 
clared. “We made a video 
of him playing. He- 
touched the ball 10 times, 
nine of them standing with 
his back to goal. He dicta' t 
get a shot in. He was hope- 
less - but he is a star." 

Spain 

The Spanish First Division 
club Racing Santander 
have taken out an unusu- 
al insurance policy - 
against relegation to the ^ 
Second Division. 

In the event of drop- 
ping out of the top flight 
Racing would be paid 
about £6m to compensate 
for the loss of lucrative 
television royalties. The 
policy, thought to be the 
first of its kind, wiD cost the 
dub £lm over two seasons. 
Racing, currently in then- 
fifth successive season in 
the Fust Division after six 
years in the Second and 
Third, are currently drift- 
ing in mid-table. 

Brazil 

The temperamental strik- x 
er Edmundo, banished 1 • 
from the national team 
for indiscipline last year, 
was forgiven and recalled 
this week by Brazil's coach, 
Mario Zagallo, for next 
month's Concacaf Gold 
Cup in the United States. 

Edmundo has not 
played for his country 
since the final of the Copa 
America in June. Then, 
he elbowed a Bolivian op- 
ponent in an off-the-ball 
incident and was substi- 
tuted by a livid Zagallo. 


W4 days — 
and counting 

until the 
World Cup 
finals begin ■ 
m France 


Iran have named Totrislav 
Me as the new coach of 
trier naitonal team The ar- 
rival of the 63-year-old 
Croat ends along search 
by the Iranian FootbaH 
Federation for a replace- 
ment for the Brazfllan, 
Ualdtir Vieira, who was 
origsraly hired to coach 
the Olympic tBam but was 
switched to trie senior 
squad late fa terfs ‘suc- 
cessful Worid Gif) quali- 
fying campaign before 
being deemed surplus to 
requhsmentSL In a tong ca- 
reer, hric has been In 
charge of Hajduk Sptit, 

Anderiecht, Porto, Ajax, 
ABetico Madrid, Paris St- 
Germain and Marseflos. 
He has also coached trie 
Urfted Arab Emkales and, 
briefly In 1994, Croatia. 

- Rupert Metcalf 
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Andorra and Bosnia join the long march to Euro 2000 


The picturesque Belgian 
city of Ghent has come 
under Spanish, Austrian, 
French and Dutch 
control since medieval 
times. Tomorrow it 
hosts the draw to begin 
the process of 
determining which 
country will rule 
European football come 
the millennium. Phil Shaw 
sets the scene. 


Memories of Euro 96 are still 
glowing, anticipation for France 
98 growing. Yet tomorrow, 
barely six weeks after the draw 
for the World Cup finals took 
place in Marseilles, England and 


Scotland will be among the 
leading seeds in the draw for the 
campaign to qualify for the 
European Championship finals 
in 2000. 

While the joint hosts, Bel- 
gium and the Netherlands, have 
automatically been awarded 
two of the 16 finals places, 
Uefa’s other member 49 nations 
must await their fate at the In- 
ternational Congress Centre 
among the canals and bridges 
of historic Ghent. 

They range from the holders. 
Germany, to Bosnia- Herzegov- 
ina (who beat Italy in a friend- 
ly 14 months ago) and tiny, 
tax-free Andorra (population 
66.000; registered players 280), 
both entering for the first time. 
The draw wiD be made by Johan 
Cruyff and the former Belgian 
international Paul van Himst. 


lo ensure a balanced draw 
for the qualifying groups, which 
begin in earnest next Septem- 
ber. the countries have been 
graded into five bands. Their 
names will be drawn, according 
to the endearing terminology of 
the European game's ruling 
body. VJefa, out of “pots”. 

The first pot will contain the 
nine nations rated the strongest, 


one of whom will go into each 
group. The second will hold the 
next band of teams - theoreti- 
cally weaker, but including the 
likes of France, Croatia and Bul- 
garia - and so on down to (he 
13 “makeweight" countries in 
the fifth poL 

The see dings were decided 
on the basis of results during 
qualifying for Lhe finals in Eng- 


land IS months ago and for the 
forthcoming World Cup finals. 

England, whose coach. 
Glenn Hoddle. will attend the 
draw, learned this week that 
they will be in one of the five 
groups of five nations. They will 
bead Group Five, with Italy in 
Group One, Germany Group 
Three and Spain Group Seven. 

The other top-ranking teams 
- Scotland (seeded for the first 
time), Norway, Romania. Rus- 
sia and Yugoslavia - will dis- 
cover tomorrow whether they 
will head the remaining group 
of five or one of the four six- 
team sections. 

Craig Brown, the Scotland 
manager, claims he would be 
happy to be in one of the larg- 
er groups ( to indude two of the 
supposed cannon fodder). Ever 
the pragmatist, he says it would 


save him looking for oppo- 
nents for frieudlies- 

The nine group winners will 
advance to the finals, which wfll 
be be played from 10 June to 2 
July 2000. The runners-up with 
the best record will also go for- 
ward automatically, as the Scots 
did in the World Cup. The oth- 
er eight second-placed sides 
will take pan in play-offs, on a 
home-aod-away basis in No- 
vember next year to decide the 
last four finalists. 

Bobby Gould's Wales and 
manager less Northern Ireland 
face an uphill task to qualify af- 
ter being placed in the fourth 
seeding band. The Republic of 
Ireland, who scored a memo- 
rable victory over England in the 
1988 finals, find their falling 
stock reflected by a place in the 
third band. 


EURO 2000 QUALIFYING DRAW 

SEEDING BAND No 1: Germany (holders), England. Italy. Norway Ro- 
mania, Russia, Scotland. Spain, Yugostervia- 

SEEDING BAND No 2: Austria. Bulgaria. Croatia. Czech Repubfic, Den- 
mark, Franca, Greece. Portugal, Turkey. 

SEEDING BAND No 3: Ftrtend, Georgia, Israel, Lithuania, RapubBc of 
Ireland, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland Ukraine. 

SEEDING BAND No 4: Bosrea-Herzagovina, Cyprus, Hungary, Iceland, 
Latvia. Macedonia, Northern Ireland, Poland, rales. 

SEEDING BAND No 5: Albania, Andorra. Armenia, Azarba^an, Belarus, 
Estonia. Faroe Istes, Liechtenstein, Urxerrfxxrg, Malta, Moldova, San Man- 
na, Skweria. 



Griffin hoping to uphold Stoke’s tradition 


Being part of Stoke 
City's defence when they 
suffered a record home 
defeat is the kind of 
setback that could break 
a fledgling career. But as 
PM Shaw discovers, the 
£2m>rated Andrew 
Griffin recovered well 
and has the talent and 
temperament to 
become an England full- 
back of the future. 


: day lhe media was trum- 
ig Blackburn's arrival in the 
e of Premiership clubs in- 
ited in buying him. The next 
nippl ed in a Stoke side bat- 
d 7-0 by Birmingham. For 
lrt?w firiffin. it was like be- 


ing repeatedly dumped on your 
backside by a 16st forward. 


only worse. 

Griffin speaks from expe- 
rience. He says he was “tough- 
ened up” by the heavyweights 


he ran into in his early teens 


- but then he did begin his 
sporting life playing rugby 
league. 


The 18-year-old from Wigan 
watched the 13-a-side code at 
Central Park as well as repre- 
senting his school and town at 
stand-off and centre. His best 
friend. Tferry Newton, went on 
to Leeds Rhinos and Great 
Britain Under-21s. but as Grif- 
fin said: “Everyone got bigger 
than me, so 1 switched to foot- 
ball." 

It took a further switch, 
from striker to defender, before 
anyone took notice. Going to 
the Greater Manchester trials, 
Griffin beard there was always 
a surfeit of forwards and a 
shortage of left-backs. He took 
a chance and looked a natural 
except in one minor detail: he 
is light-footed. 

Stoke s scout was sufficiently 
impressed to whisk Griffin 
down to the Potteries. After one 
A team match he was snapped 
up, and it became apparent that 
he was the dub’s best discovery 
since Steve Bould. He made his 
senior debut at 17. settling so 
quickly that Stoke released 
Nigel Worthington, Northern 
Ireland’s captain. 

This season Howard Wilkin- 
son called him into the Engjand 
Under-18 squad. Griffin has 


on four caps - having lo pinch 
imself that he was actually at 
te Kremlin before facing Rus- 
a - alongside Liverpool’s 
fichael Owen, Everton's Dan- 
/ Cadaraarteri and Matibew 
Ipson of Arsenal. 

Recently, however, he suf- 
:red a dip in form as Stoke slid 
own the First Division. They 
ere so poor against Burning- 

am last week- 

ad that the 
►cal newspa- 
er refused to 
ignify the dis- 
lay bv award- 
ig iis 
jstomaty 
tarks out of 
). Three days 
net. after a 
aiding FA 
'up exit at 

/est Bromwich, ii made Grif- 
□ man of the match. 

According to the Stoke 
wch, Mike Pejic. his loog- 
“rrn prospects could hardly be 
tighter. Pejic, a left-back bim- 
rlf. was capped four times by 
ir Alf Ramsey, having fol- 
iwed in the footsteps of an- 
ther Potter. Tony .Allen, who 
laved three times for England 


NEW FACES 
FOR '98 

ANDREW 

GRIFFIN 


in the same position in 1960. He 
is confident Griffin can uphold 
the tradition. 

"He’s the first player man- 
agers and scouts ask about," Pe- 
jic said. "George Graham was 
very impressed by him when wc 
played Leeds in the Coca-Cola 
Cup and he’s kept up his in- 
terest. George bought Lee 
Dixon from Stoke for Arsenal. 

so he knows 

about full- 
backs." 

"Griffs got 
a good physique 
and handles 
himself well 
against some 
big. hard lads 
who' vc been 
around. But his 
greatest at- 

tribute is a 

change of pace. Even from a 
standstill he can get away from 
people with a sudden burst 
over five or 111 yards. 

“His other big asset is the 
ability to pressure an opponent 
who's got the ball. He’s gi>od 
at stepping in and forcing that 
player to gel his head down 
over the ball rather than tak- 
ing him on. He's not fright- 


ened of going in tight because 
be knows he can turn and 
cover." 

Pejic acknowledges that the 
big clubs 3re waiting to see how 
Griffin develops physically - at 
5ft Sin and 1 1st. he may have 
two years’ growing si ill to do - 
hut gives him "every chance" of 
making it. 

"There are aspects he needs 
to improve on. like bis crossing, 
but I've no doubt he’ll do it. He 
works hard on his game and he’s 
got a one-track mind - football, 
football, football - which is im- 
portant with all the distrac- 
tions for youngsters, like drink, 
gambling and now drugs." 

Griffin's early role models 
w ere rugby players though he 
adnuLs lo an admiration tor Stu- 
art Pearce, whose past and pre- 
sent employers. Nottingham 
Forest and Newcastle, have 
joined Arsenal, Evenon and 
others in monitoring his 
progress. 

"( like the way Pearce goes 
forward and has shots’’ be said. 
“That’s a big part of my game. 
1 scored one from long range at 
Huddersfield, though 1 have to 
remember I’m a defender first 
and foremost. 


“I’m aware a lot of players 
in my position are better ar the 
wingbit than tbe back pan. The 
staff here keep on to me about 
that." 

Even before tbe Birming- 
ham debacle, teacher and 
pupil knew there was hard 
graft ahead. Pejic declines to 
speculate how much longer 
Griffin will remain in Stoke ’s 
stripes. He is none the less 
hopeful that be will advance to 
the England Under-21s. and 
believes his future may even lie 
as a right-back or right-sided 
midfielder. 

Griffin's ambitions are those 
of every teenaged dreamer - “to 
play for a big Premier League 
dub and at fuD international lev- 
el” - and he is level-headed 
enough to realise he has no 
chance unless he gjves his all for 
the club who gave him his 
break. 

Stoke, beset by financial dif- 
ficulties and supporter unrest. 
musL trust that their prized 
gazelle continues to demon- 
strate the resilience he devel- 
oped among the 16st rhinos. 
And if Griffin fulfils his poten- 
tial. rugby league's loss could be 
England's gain. 


City home in on 21st century 


Manchester City have moved a 
step closer to leaving Maine 
Road and setting up home at the 
yet to be built Commonwealth 
Games stadium. Tbe club had 
“positive” talks with City Coun- 
cil officials at a board meeting 
earlier this week. 

City have been considering 
moving from Maine Road, their 
home for over 70 years, and be- 
coming tenants at the new East- 
lands site, three mOes from their 
present Moss Side home. Hie 
new stadium wifi be built for the 
2002 Commonwealth Games 
with the aid of lottery money and 
private business help. 

City, who entertain Sunder- 
land today, may be without 
Georgi Kinkladze, who has a 
dental absces, while Sunderland 
— for whom striker Kevin Phillips 
was named Nationwide playe*" 
the month yesterday- could feld 
an unchanged side for the 10th 
successive matc h, although Alan 
1 Johnston laces a late test on a hip 
injure. 


An away victory would allow 
fourth-placed Sunderland to 
keep up the pressure on Not- 
tingham Forest at the top of the 
table. Forest are at home to Nor- 
wich, for whom the rising talent 
Craig Bellamy begins a two- 
match suspension, but Norwich 
hope to welcome back Darren 


ling for Forests 
ans Frenchman 


fielder Stephen 
niytiot be play- 
i Swindon Town 
erday. The 24- 
uggled to make 
e Gty Ground 


Middles- 


idfielder Craig 
unish striker 
the visit to Ip- 
be a more ex- 
5 than the one 
» Park Rangers 
midweek. 


stadium 

Ipswich defender Jason 
Cundy is doubtful with a calf 
strain, so the 20-year-old Wayne 
Brown may make his debuL un- 
less Man Holland moves into de- 
fence. Defender Mark Venus and 
England under-21 midfielder 
Keiron Dyer miss ouL while 
Gus Uhlenbeek could make his 
first League start of the season. 

Third-placed Charlton, who 
travel to Oxford, keep the team 
that knocked Middlesbrough off 
the top of the table last week, 
while the Oxford captain, Mike 
Ford, is one of four players fac- 
ing late fitness tesLs. United’s 
manager. Malcolm Crosby has 
drawn a blank in his search, for 

reinforcements in attack. 

• Alan Buckley, the Grimsby 
manager, has bought midfielder 

David Smith from his former 
club. West Bromwich Albion, in 
a £200.000 deal. The 29-vear-oU 
former Coventry player goes 
straight into the Mariners squad 
to fece Brentford at Blundell 
park this afternoon. 


Hearts aiming to buck Rangers’ trend 


Hearts are aiming lo continue 
their pursuit of Rangers today 
and victory over in-form Kil- 
marnock at Rugby Park could 
pul them back on top of the 
table. The Edinburgh side are 
currently only one point adrift 
after heating St Johnstone on 
Monday. 

Rangers, meanwhile, enter- 
tain Motherwell today, hoping 
to pull away at the top of the 
Premier Division, as they tra- 
ditionally have a strung second 
half to the season. 

Stevie Fulton, the Hearts 
midfielder, said: “We are aware 
that Rangers are usually 
stronger after the New Year, but 
I don’t think we should he con- 
centrating on that aspect. 

■ There are 15 games left to 
play and we need to try and gel 
as many points in the hag as we 
can. What we have to do is not 
let teams hack into the game as 
we did against St Johnstone." 

Colin Metdrum is likely t«> 
take over goalkecping Jut ies lor 


Kilmarnock f< 1 1 lowing Dragojc 
Lckovic s move to Sporting Gi- 
jon, even if the manager, Bob- 
by Williamson, brings in a new 
goalkeeper before the game. 

It is believed that 
Williamson's target is Celtic's 
Gordon Marshall, who is now 
third in the pecking order at 
Parkhcad behind Jonathan 
Gould and Stewart Kerr. 

Williamson said: "I have two 
goalkeepers in mind, one who 
is with a club and one who is noL 
Even if I do complete a deal be- 
fore Saturday I vvfll probahty still 
play Colin against Hearts, He 
has done well for us in the past 
and even though he is still a 
vnung lad he is experienced.’ 1 

Rangers are heading for a 
record fthh successive title in 
the final year ai the cluh of the 
manager. Walter Smith, but 
Motherwell go into the match 
with their confidence restored 
after taking a point off Celtic in 
d l-J draw la - *! week. Celtic to- 
day face j difficult game at Tan- 


nadiee against inconsistent 
Dundee United. 

Alex McLeish, the Mother- 
well manager, is hoping for a re- 
peat performance from striker 
Owen Coyle, who scored twice 
iu last May's 2-0 win. “Owen is 
an intelligent player, who has 
great positional sense. You gjve 
him chances and more often 
than not he will put them away. 
His goals have been worth their 
weight in gold to us,” he said. 

“When we defeated Rangers 
in May all tbe talk was about 
how we bad ruined their tide 
hopes. But that wasn’t in mv 
thinking. I was more concerned 
about avoiding the play-offs 
and victory at Ibrox meant we 
achieved that.” 

0 Falkirk have requested to- 
day's First Division match at 
Raith be postponed after the 
sudden death of Bob McCal- 
lum. The physiotherapist col- 
lapsed on Thursday during 
training and later died. 

- Ken Gaunt 


SIDELINES 

Owls in flight to 
El land Road 



THE 

EX-FILES 


Six years ago this month, a 
refugee from French foot- 
ball justice made a bizarre 
debut as a Sheffield Wed- 
nesday trialist in an indoor . 

exhibition match against Baltimore Blast. Within days, Eric 
Cantona had pitched up at Leeds United en route to the 
first of three successive championship medals. 

Howard Wilkinson, then Leeds’ manager, was Sheffield- 
born, bred and buttered. He had played and managed at 
Wednesday, and surrounded himself with ex- Hillsborough 
men. On relocating to West Yorkshire, he inherited John 
Pearson and Glynn Snodin, and soon added Carl Sbutt, Chns 
Turner (on loan), Mel Sterland, Dylan Kerr. Lee Chapman, 
Imre Vmadi. David WetheralL Jon Newsome and even a 
youth player, Andrew Quinn. 

W ilkinso n famously lost Cantona, and raiding Wednes- 
day again for Carlton Palmer and Nigel Worthington was 
viewed by many as proof that he bad also lost the plot. When 
the clubs meet today. Wetherall and Newsome (now back 
in the visitors’ stripes) will provide the only link with Leeds 
title success apart from Rod Wallace. 

Paul Hart. John Sheridan and Jack Charlton aU served 
Wednesday after Leeds, but remarkably it is 70 years since 
the Owls’ last signing from Ell and Road. Aaron Baker. 
Around the same time, Leeds allowed Jack Allen to join 
Brentford after two outings. He went on, k la Cantona, to 
smash 66 goals in Wednesday’s championship triumphs of 
1929 and ’30. 


Ten things 
that 
Barnsley's 
Macedonian 
Georgi 
Hristov 
might be 
missing 
today 

1 Drama - a region of 
Macedonia that has a rich 
history of theatre. 

2 The inspirational lega- 
cy of Alexander the Great 

3 Skiing in the resorts of 
G revena. Fiorina, Emath- 
ia, Kavala and Senes. (Al- 
though he may have had 
enough of slippery slopes 
in the Premiership.) 

4 Hundreds of kinds of 
kebab. 

5 His hometown, Skopje, 
ravaged in the past by 
earthquakes, but rebuilt by 
Kenzo Tango, a Japanese 
urban planning specialist. 

6 Anastasia. Not the long- 
lost daughter of a Tsar, but 



tbe Macedonian folk 
group whose “Before the 
Rain” album is legendary 
- throughout Macedonia. 

7 Pretty girls. Hristov was 
reported as saying York- 
shire lasses could not com- 
pare to Skopje's beauties. 

8 Sophisticated girls. Ap- 
parently Hristov dislikes 
the amount of beer that 
Barnsley women quaff. 

9 Fans. He has not been 
the most admired man in 
south Yorkshire. 

10 The Nth century Sl 
A ndrew’ s monastery, 17km 
from Skopje. The ideal 
place for contemplation of 
his recent statements. 


NAME OF THE GAME 
No 18: PORT VALE 


For more than a century visiting supporters have searched their maps 
in vain for this Staffordshire club. The accepted version of the dub's 
history suggests they were founded in 187b and named after a lo- 
cal house in Longport. However, recent research claims that they 
were formed three years later and that Port Vale was a district of 
Longport. itself a suburb of Burslem. where the dub are now based. 


l ±\ THIS 
f W 7 WEEK 
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On 17 January’ 1996, New- 
castle United, playing at 
home, were knocked out of 
the FA Cup by Chelsea. 

Ruud Gullit bad 
equalised for the visitors in 
tbe 88th minute, taking the 
game into extra time and a 
penalty shoot-out that the 
Londoners eventually won. 

Newcastle were com- 
forted that in the Premier- 
ship, however, they seemed 
to have an unassailable nine- 
point lead over Manchester 
United at the top of the 
table. (This was all before the 
signing of Tino Asprilla. 
whom no one imagined at 
the time would ever sport a 
Newcastle shin.) 

Today’s title chasers can 
take comfort that Manches- 
ter United's lead needn’t 
prove insurmountable. Ex- 
cept, of course, in 1996, it 
was United themselves who 
surmounted Newcastle’s. 


HISTORY 

LESSON 


Southampton entertain Man- 
chester United on Monday 
hoping to beat the Premier- 
ship champions at The Dell 
for the third year in succes- 
sion. Two seasons ago 
Southampton won 3-1 and 
last season they beat United 
6-3. In the previous season 
United could only draw 2-2 at 
The Dell and their last 
League victory there was a 3-1 
win in 1993-94. 

United also had a tough 
time against the Saints in the 
late 1980s, when they won 
only two League fixtures 
against them in four seasons. 

The clubs have recently 
met regularly in cups, with ho- 
nours even. In FA Cup ties. 
United won in the sixth round 
two years ago and Southamp- 
ton won on penalties in 1992. 
In the League Cup. United 
won after a replay in 90-91. 
while Southampton won in a 
replay four years earlier. 


THIS WEEK'S TRANSFERS 


Transfers 

UnXctosed tee* or tree transfers ifetess 
cum 

Emerson (irtdreidai isafcsbrarii n 
TerMrito (W2m): WtriM Ismael lrt&- 
fcmar) stiaatwuu 10 Crystal palace 
£Z75mi; Patrick Blorateo untender) 
Shetfiew WMnaBi u Bortt&u 0=n 
tci2m). Brian Deane (forward) Sheffield 
UW to Banflea (Per) (Ttn). Jan Age 
HoriOft (toward! Sheffield Utd V Barns- 
ley (EBOQOOO): David SraUi imdfMderi 
Was BcnMM » Grtnaty (E2OQ0OQ: MS 
h eim)b (d^anoer) Henries (Nath) to 
Queans Parti Rogers jtVQDOC}, Stephen 
Hew* (forward) Nofffegttan Forest to 
SvMoi (EMPOO); Hark Rotate (for- 
ward) Leoasra to Orensa (Spj; Frederic 
Danse (defender) Swfadcn id Red Star 


Farts: John Dootan (deter***) Mansfield 
to Barnet. Ronald Japson (forward) Bury 
m CKtiam: Dmgojo Lefeovic teoaFeeperi 
Keiwrnoc* to Spcrang Gioi C&OOOCB: An- 
dream 7hom (tonwtj) Gate to Hearts Barln 
(nOODM). wau«m Pruntar (defender) 
Napoi IW to Hearta 

Loansftriais 

^ Utfdto ^ffprwerdi Cooertry to F* 
hern Jam Wb ftfedenoso Everion b> SHcfc- 
DQd: Evt Banos (defender) Evenon lo 
SfefSa U Utd: Bmfel George (defender) 
Noronoham Fbreei to Doncaster Cary 
Jones (brand) Swonsaato ttochdata, Pa- 
fe-r Hotaoff (rndfetaer) Swndon to OrfonJ 
UW toaf): Dean Cateu n (wroer) Emey to 
La«a&r (trial), Ove Jorsadirmiham) 
Konsnringar (t*or) to VUfest Bronwnch (trial) 


Contributors: Phil Shew, Nick Hams, Paul Newmgn 
Readers’ contributions welcome. Send lo Sidelines, Sports Desk, 
The Independent T Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London £14 5DL 
e-mail address; sport (S» independent co. uk 
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Travelling man Ward strikes camp at battling 


After a transfer, an 
operation, fatherhood and 
house-moving problems, 
Ashley Ward was hoping for 
a more stable 1997 with 
Derby County. 

It did not work out like 
that The striker has been hit 
for sixes and sevens, and not 
just while playing for his 
latest dub, Barnsley. He has 
also suffered from 
meningitis. But, despite last 
week's thrashing by West 
Ham, GJenn Moore found him 
still in an upbeat mood. 


Last April Ashley Ward sat back in 
the hath in the visitors dressing-room 
at Old Trafford and thought con- 
tentedly “I bel this won’t happen very 
often". Manchester United had just 
been beaten at home and Ward, a 
Manchester City supporter as a boy, 
had scored in Derby County's sur- 
prise victory. 

Six months later he went back to 
Old Trafford. this time with Barns- 
ley. As he recalled this week, "nor- 
mal service was resumed" Barnsley 
were beaten 7-0. 

Such a scoreline has become as 
much a feature of Barnsley's season 
as United's, only Barnsley usually 
have the “nil". Last week they were 
beaten 6-0 by West Ham United and, 
as with the 5-0 at Arsenal and 6-0 at 
home to Chelsea, the sages nodded 
and said “I knew they were out of 
their depth". 

Yet Barnsley are still only two 
points adrift at the bottom and five 
points behind today's opponents at 
Oakwell, Crystal Palace, who occu- 
py the last safety position. 

“We’ve had some good perfor- 
mances. especially at home," Ward 
said, “that's why wc are still in with 
a shout If we beat Palace we go two 
points behind them and most of the 
teams in the bottom half have got to 
to come to our place [only Coven- 
try, of the bottom nine, are still to 
play Barnsley at home]. 

“I knew it would be tough when 
I joined, everyone did, but we were 
starting to get it righL We had a ter- 
rible time at Tottenham [0-3], but 
apart from that we were doing welL 
Ade Moses and Aijan de Zeeuw 
were getting it together at the back 
and we bad conceded one goal in the 
last three games, which was pretty 
good considering the way they’ve 
been going in. But Ade and Aijan 
were suspended last Saturday 
[against West Ham], we had to bring 
in two new lads, one making a de- 
but, the other playing his second 
game, and we got hammered again." 

The new pairing were not the only 
ones at fault and it would have been 
pretty quiet in the away dressing- 
room at Upton fttrk had Danny Wil- 
son not been dishing out a major bol- 
locking. “The gaffer was furious," 
Ward said. “It was a bad perfor- 
mance. 

“It is difficult to lift yourself af- 
terwards, it’s humiliating. Profes- 
sionals are not used to it. From an 
early age they have usually played 
in the better teams and it’s not of- 
ten people gel whacked in the Pre- 
miership." 



Fighting spirit: Barnsley’s Ashley Ward shows his commitment to the Barnsley cause during last week’s heavy defeat at West Ham United 


Photograph: Allsport 


1 put it to Whrd. by way of conso- 
lation, that some of us have suffered 
6-0 stuffings at regular intervals in our 
footballing life, but be responds, gen- 
tly but with feeling: “It doesn’t mat- 
ter when you’re playing for the lion 
and Lamb. This is our livelihood." 


Ward’s ability to earn that liveli- 
hood was threatened last autumn 
when he was diagnosed as suffering 
from meningitis. The prospect of not 
being able to play football was the 
least of his worries as he waited for 
the results of the tests. 


“It was frightening," he said. 
“The first few days they didn't 
know what type it was - the other 
type’s a killer. My health is fine now, 
but I was ill for a week or so, then 
had to do nothing for a month. That 
was frustrating, especially as I had 


just gone to a new dub. It was sim- 
ilar to when I went to Derby and 
needed a groin operation almost im- 
mediately.” 

When we last met in December 
1996, Ward was striking up a good 
partnership with Dean Sturridge as 




New 


“j was playing every gaine^but * 
Jim told me an offer bad come ;in and • 
it was up to me. That more or less . 
makes your mind up for you-.Der- ; 
by bad earlier said they woUld : n6t \ 
sell Dean for £5m but they, were pre- ; 


^U keilW ‘ 

t > r ioow 


a fortune f£l>3m, rising to£l-55mif 
Barnsley stay up], so il was.pbyibiBiy 
time to move on, - — • • 

“I didn’t want to risk being Pre- 
serves. Jim's always looking Jo the • 
foreign market and he’d brought in 
P aul o Wanchope and Francescb Ba- ' 
iano as well as Deon Burton.” . . 

It was time for his sixth dub in to- 
tal and fourth in three years. “When ■ - 
I spoke to Danny Iwasn’t sure,- but • . 
it’s worked out great for me. Hove ’ 
it here. The supporters have been \ 
fantastic, thebestTve come across. ■ . 

. They've never once turned on.'the . 
team, maybe they appreciate the dif- . 
fjeuity of the task, but not every - 
crowd would.” ‘ 

Mosi of Ward's moves have been 
at his employers* instigation and 
there have been reports that hemay . . 
be sold if Barnsley are relegated. 
“You never know, but Tdlike Jo day 
here "he said. . ' ±; . 

The luring for Barnsley is partly 
because he has been able to move 
back to. his native Manchester and; 
after years of. housing problems 
caused by his regular tranrfer& he will . 
shortly be moving into a converted 
bare which has-been rebuilt by his 
-father-in-law. .With a second daugh- 
ter due next month it will not be a 
moment too soon. 

The first daughter was named 
Darby less than a month before ..he - 
moved from Norwich Cily-to Der- 
by two years :ago. “Tve already had 
a few comments, bot we won't be 
n aming her after a. football team," 
he said. 

Ward, who has managed five 
goals in 18 matches for Barnsley, in- 
cluding very satisfying winners 
against Liverpool (at Anfield) and 
Derby, may have a new partner to- 
day. Norway’s Jan Age Fjortoft was 
signed from Sheffield United for 
£800,000 on Thursday. - 

“I assume he’s support for me 
but you never know,” said fit 

should be enjoyable playing with 
him. He’s got experience, scores a 
few goals and is a big lad, sol won't 
have to challenge for every high ball 
now.” 

Three of the Premiership bottom 
four were promoted last 1 year and 
three of the First Division’s top four 
relegated which would suggest the 
gap is getting ever bigger. 

“There is a gap. One problem for 
us is that teams down with us like lb t- 


partite '' 51 

****** 


Derby settled well in their first sea- 
son back in the top flight. He end- 
ed the season with a reasonable eight 
goals from 25 starts and retained his 
place for the current campaign, but 
in September Jim Smith called him 
into his office. 


You’ve just got used to a player when suddenly he’s off 


Why earache is Semitic soccer’s biggest headache 


Among the many snippets of 
information I've gleaned in re- 
cent weeks from the pages of 
this newspaper was one telling 
me that the Portuguese strik- 
er Paulo Alves had returned 
home after a loan spell with 
West Ham. In essence, it 
wasn’t a particularly spectac- 
ular nugget of information: 
Alves had made such little im- 
pact at Upton Park that I 
(and. I suspect, many Ham- 
mers fans) had forgotten he'd 
even arrived in the first place. 

But that’s loan deals for 
you. In my opinion the loan - 
or temporary transfer as they 
like to call it - is a strange 
beast. It's as integral to our 
game as the penalty shoot-out, 
yet it can he as infuriatingly un- 
satisfactory. 

Bar every player who has a 
loan deal to thank for kick-start- 
ing his career (Brett Angell 
hadn’t managed to score for 
Sunderland when he went on 
loan to Sheffield United. West 
Brom and finally Stockport, 
where his goals earned him a 
permanent contract), there’s 
another for whom getting 
farmed out on loan is essentially 
a passport to obscurity (Shaun 
Teale, an England possibility 
just a fcn r seasons ago. went on 
loan from Tr anm ere to Preston 
last February and lhtle has 
been heard of bint since). 


And for fans, loan deals can 
be maddening. I mean, you've 
just got used to a player when 
suddenly he’s off without so 
much as a “so long and thanks 
for the memories" (if there are 
any: some deals last no longer 
than a month). 

Take Alves’ compatriot 
Hugo Porfirio. His skills made 
him a cult figure during his 
loan spell at Vtfcst Ham, yet the 
Hammers couldn’t match the 
pesetas on offer for him . 

Not that it bothered Harry 
Redknapp much. He says Por- 
firio “did a good job for us at 
the time", and claims loans are 
“a great idea. You get a play- 
er on loan for a few months,, he 
tries his heart out to win him- 
self a contract and you just pay 
his wages while you get to have 
a good long look at him.” 

Bet he wishes he'd got 
Marco Boogers. Paulo Fulre 
and Florin Raducioiu on loan 
before shelling out the best 
part of £5m for them. 

Still, the West Ham man- 
ager has other reasons for ad- 
vocating loans. If it were up to 
btra he’d farm out every kid, 
to broaden their horizons as 
well as their skills. Most re- 
cently, Rio Ferdinand sampled 
life on the South Coasr at 
Bournemouth while Frank 
Lampaid Jnrwent to Swansea: 
both returned better - and 
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(supposedly) more mature 
players - for the experience. 

Redknapp says: “You don’t 
get the same experiences play- 
ing reserve-team football 
where it’s a mix of slightly 
soured seniors and young- 
sters trying for their lives. 
First-team football is a dif- 
ferent ball-game altogether, 
plus they don’t get pampered 
in the lower divisions. They 
might gel a cup of tea, but you 
can forget the laundry and the 
boots cleaned. It’s character 
building, if nothing else." 

Alex Ferguson would no 
doubt agree. He’s made a 
habit of forming out his fledg- 


lings. among them Terry 
Cooke (to Sunderland and 
Birmingham). Michael Ap- 
pleton (to Lincoln and Grims- 
by) and Ben Tbomley (to 
Huddersfield and Stockport). 
Even David Beckham was 
loaned to Preston. 

Similarly, Newcastle sent 
Darren Huckerby on loan to 
MiilwalL but their hand was 
rather forced since Kevin Kee- 
gan had disbanded the re- 
serves at St James' Park and 
Huckerby wasn't playing any 
football at all. 

But for all a loan deal ben- 
efits a young player and is use- 
ful to a manager as a precursor 
to a permanent signing, loans 
are arranged, more often than 
not, to get a club out of a spot 
of bother. Call me a cynic, but 
I can't see Jurgen Klinsmann 
staying at Spurs beyond May. 
Spurs say they've signed him 
until the end of the season; I 
say it’s just a glorified loan 
deal. And will Tomas Brolin 
really stay in London SE25 
when the season ends, partic- 
ularly if it means playing First 
Division football? I think not. 

Over in Europe, of course, 
clubs can sign as many players 
as they want on loan and those 
players are even allowed to 
play against the club holding 
their registration. (In France, 
they have a “joker" system 


whereby clubs can apply to sign 
a player on loan at any time of 
the season - even outside the 
transfer windows - when a cri- 
sis deems it necessary. In oth- 
er words, when they can make 
a good case for doing so. 

But then in most European 
Leagues there is greater flu- 
idity of movement between the 
divisions; our lop clubs are 
more self-interested. Football 
Association rules decree that 
Premier League dubs cannot 
conduct loans deals between 
themselves, except in the case 
of goalkeepers, and only then 
when the drcumstances are 
“extenuating". 

So, loans can only be con- 
ducted between Premier 
League and Nationwide 
League dubs, and each dub can 
only sign two players on loan at 
any one time up to a maximum 
of five per season. (That latter 
figure has increased this season, 
so if it seems to you - as it does 
to me- that there are more and 
more loan deals nowadays, 
then you’d be right ). 

Which means that the tem- 
porary transfer is here to stay, 
in its many shapes and forms. 
Still, I have to admit that for 
all my dislike of it, were any- 
one to lend us a full-back or 
a ball-winning midfielder (and 
I'm speaking as a Spurs fan 
here), 1 wouldn’t say no. 


The date: 14 April. 1974. The 
place: Mitcham Common. 
(Twenty-four Jewish lads 
south of the river? This is tan- 
tamount to Yasser Arafat 
praying at the Western Wkll). 
The occasion: the final of 
The Referees' Invitation Tro- 
phy. Jewish football's pre- 
mier cup competition, making 
the choice of the venue even 
more bizarre. We all came 
from Hendon and Edgware. 

Our opponents were Ath- 

ietico Neasden, the kings of 
Semitic soccer, unhealen in 
three seasons. Until now. 
We beat them one-nil on 
penalties. The first i 0 penal- 
ties were all missed - or 
saved - so the referee, eager 
as we were to get back for 
lunch, moved the spot for- 
ward by two feet (but to you, 
three). Neasden missed lack 
number 11, we scored the 
□ext. and I lifted the trophy, 
presented in a blaze of flash- 
bulbs by a kosher butcher 
from Fmchley. 

We were Bar Kochba FC 
the “ch" pronounced the Scot- 
tish way, asinoeh aye, named 
after a Jewish revolutionary 
who, it is rumoured, was the 
first Biblical character to wear 
moulded studs. 

We played in the Maccabi 
Sunday League, where all 
teams had to be all-Jewish. 
Now this gave rise to a num- 
ber of problems, but one in 


particular. Jews aren’t physi- 
cal, we argue. You get no real 
injuries in Jewish football - 
just earache. So wbat we did 
was this. We signed a ringer, a 
hard man, a non-Jew, a play- 
er who was not only a cut above 
ability-wise, but one who could 
put himself about a bit. In a 
team of Hoddles we wanted a 
Hunter (that's Norman, not 
Hillman). Our ringer was Ste- 
vie Prince. No one knows for 
sure why he wanted to play for 
us. We were to football what 
Woody ADea is to baby-sitting. 
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But I do know he liked the 
name Bar Kochba. He thought 
it was a pub in Poland. 

Stevie Prince -or Sheldon 
Pinkus, the name adopted for 
registration - was a great as- 
set. Bui he did have to be ever 
so circumspect in the chang- 
ing-room when the other 
team were about, him being 
the odd man out in an oth- 
erwise foreskin-free zone. 

Most of our team were 
estate agents - that’s just 
the way it worked out - so we 


knew how to pick a home 
ground. No Hackney Marsh- 
es for us; even Wormwood • 
Scrubs became pass£ once we 
made our move to Hamp- 
stead Heath Extension, a 
particularly Jewish area of 
north London. (It would be. 
Who but a Jew would take a 
place like Hampstead Heath 
and add an extension?) 

It was a pleasure to get 
sent off on the Extension, if- 
only to have a little more time 
to admire the ornate man- 
sions - one of which was 
home to Elizabeth Taylor - 
that abutted our hallowed 
turf. Once, the referee, senior 
partner at the firm of sur- 
veyors where 1 did my articles, 
sent me off for arguing with 
him over the value of a bouse 
that backed on to our pitch. 
Only in Jewish football! 

Bar Kochba exist today 
only as a memory. I still see. 
many of the lads; some of 
them 1 play fiye-a-side with, 
and Radlett Ralph I meet 
across the tennis net down at 
the David Lloyd. But not 
Stevie. So Stevie, if you’re 
reading this, andyou need a 
flying winger ringer for your 
goyische team, call me. I'm no 
Ryan Giggs, but God knows 
1 can talk the opposition into : 
near terminal somnolence. 
And what’s more, my mum 
still makes a mean salt beef, 
sandwich! 


Barn: 


Blackbi 




tenham can bring in players like . > 
Klins mann and BertL There’s no way 


we can do that- they may be on free 
transfers, but the wages are beyond 
us. The teams that have just come 
up struggle with injuries. We don’t 
have the depth, not just in numbers 
but in quality. 

“The speed of thought is a big dif- 
ference. If you are pulled out of po- 
sition in the Premiership someone 
goes in the space, in the First Divi- 
sion you can get away with it. Pecn 
pie make better runs. You don’t get 
as many goal chances either, for every 
chance you get at Barnsley you 
would probably get three for Unit- 
ed or Liverpool. But I knew that 
when 1 signed.” 


Covet 
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Newcastle have reason to fear the Beardsley factor 


The atmosphere is 
mutinous on Tyneside, 
but Bolton Wanderers 
and Peter Beardsley 
might make it worse. 
Guy Hodgson looks at the 
task facing Newcastle 
United today and other 
leading Premiership 
fixtures this weekend, 
while (below) our sports 
staff assess the 
programme game by 
game. 


It does not take much to move 
a Newcastle United supporter 
to tears these days - through 
boredom if not sorrow - and a 
look at the team the last time 
their side met Bolton Wan- 
derers at St James' Park should 
be enough to do it. 

Peter Beardsley, Paul Kit- 
son. Lee Clark and David Gi- 
nola, with Darren Huckerfey 
making an appearance as a sub- 
stitute; the list reads like the 
fallen in battle, gone but not 
forgotten. A bygone age then 
when Newcastle could score 
and, if memory serves me well, 
thrill? No. just two years ago. 

Newcastle won 2-1 that day. 
with goals from Kitson and 
Beardsley and if you could 
find anything to make Kenny 
Dalglish's week more depress- 
ing than it already is, it is the 


prospect of Beardsley popping 
in the winner before an ador- 
ing Toon Array today. You 
could twist the knife further by 
having it set up by Scon Sell- 
ars but, no. even Hammer 
Films would consider that too 
gruesome. 

Dalglish put up a spirited 
defence on Thursday saying 
that Faus tino Asprifla was des- 
perate to leave, but that is not 
likely to appease supporters 
who have seen the cavaliers of 
Kevin Keegan's team evolve 
into the Premiership's Mo- 
gadon men. Worse, the dis- 
carding of the frills has not 
improved the basics and New- 
castle have gained only two of 
their Iasi 24 points. 

On Wednesday, as news of 
Asprilla’s £7m move to Parma 
broke, Radio Five D've was in- 


undated with distressed Ty- 
□esiders demanding Dalglish's 
or the board's dismissal. The gist 
was they wanted a return to the 
heady play of the recent past, but 
most of all they wanted a win. 

The return of Alan Shearer 
would help - and there is a 
prospect of that today as a sub- 
stitute - but even the England 
striker is unlikely to score if the 
supply is not there. In the last 
nine matches, Newcastle have 
scored just five goals, two of 
which were against the Pre- 
miership’s Aunt SaDys. Barnsley. 

Defeat today against oppo- 
nents. who last won at St James’ 
Park in 1959 and Newcastle will 
be drawn closer to the relega- 
tion places and Dalglish's po- 
sition will be hurtling towards 
the untenable. 

Brian Lillie, too. is discern- 


ing a chill in the atmosphere af- 
ter Aston Villa’s season of Pre- 
miership underachievemenL 
The team were booed off the 
pitch after they laboured to beat 
Portsmouth in a midweek FA 
Cup replay, a reaction that the 
manager described as hurtfuL 
“There's nothing you can do,” 
be said, “but accept the criticism 
an work harder.” 

Hard work is an appropri- 
ate phrase for Villa’s trip to 
Ewood. where Blackburn will 
be anxious to atone for Sunday’s 
3-1 defeat at Derby as well as 
to make inroads in Manchester 
United’s seven-point lead. The 
champions do not play until 
Monday when they travel to 
Southampton and every mem- 
ber of the chasing pack will he 
praying for a repeat of last sea- 
son's 6-3 rout. 


Barnsley know more about 
routs than any team, but they 
hope to include their new strik- 
er Jan Age Fjortoft against 
Crystal Palace. Last week they 
were crushed 6-0 by "West Ham. 
but 19-year-o!d Brian Wilson 
will keep his place. “He was the 
only player to come out of the 
game with any credit,” their 
manager. Danny Wilson, said. 

Sweden's Tomas Brolin 
makes his first return to York- 
shire after his disastrous spell 
at Leeds and believes that he 
has made the right choice, de- 
spite Palace’s lurch towards the 
bottom three. “They believe in 
me. which is a good thing to 
know when you go on the 
pitch,” he said. 

Ten miles down the A61, 
Brolin ’s erstwhile employers 
will meet Sheffield Wednesday 


in a derby which is difficult to 
predict because the partici- 
pants are sending out conflict- 
ing signals. Are Leeds slipping 
out of the European places and 
Wednesday moving the oppo- 
site direction, or are their re- 
cent results just blips? Today 
should clarify things. 

Just as Coventry's Dion 
Dublin wflJ probably have a bet- 
ter idea whether he wil! move 
to Middlesbrough. The striker 
has been accused of being 
greedy in refusing a £ 17,000-a- 
week contract and his reception 
against Arsenal might fall short 
of the usual home adulation. 

Not that it is all sweetness 
and light at Filbert Street 
where there is talk of unrest 
about Leicester's pay scales. 
Matt Elliott, Emile Heskey 
and Neil Lennon are all said 


to have noticed they could 
pick up more cash elsewhere, 
including Liverpool who are to- 
day’s opponents. 

Christian Gross has also 
bad bis fair share of scepticism 
directed towards him since he 
arrived at Tottenham and yes- 
terday’s pronouncements on 
the eve of their borne game 
against West Ham will not 
have helped A team that plays 
together wins together seems 
to be the gist as he oudined a 
series of social events, includ- 
ing an M People concert and 
a meal. 

You feel a trip to the circus 
to see the Cirque du Soleil at 
the Royal Albert Hall might 
have been left off the list, how- 
ever. Whs that an Arsenal fan 
saying “You’d think he’d seen 
enough clowns”? 



Barnsley v C Palace 

Redfearn 8 Leading scorer Shippertey 6 

Last season: 0-Q 


Jan Age Fjortoft will make his Barnsley debut after completing an 
£800.000 move from Sheffield United He will partner Ashley Wfcrd 
up front The Swede Peter Markstedt is likely to play alongside Chns 
Morgan in the centre of the home defence as Arjan de Zeeuw and 
Adrian Moses complete two-match bans. 

Crystal Palace’s injury problems will ease slightly with the return of 
defender Jamie Smith after an ankle injury. However. Neil Emblen 
is likely to be ruled out with a hamstring injury and Simon Rodger 
will undergo a late fitness test on his hamstring strain. Palaces at- 
tacking options a re also limited Attilio Lombardo aggravated a ham- 
string complaint on Thursday which may delay his return and his 
fellow Italian Michele Padova no. who has also been out since be- 
fore Christmas, will have a late fitness test Neil Shipperfe/. who is 
troubled by a groin strain, is unlikely to play. Tomas Brolin is there- 
fore likely to partner Bruce Dyer again in attack, despite the fact 
that the Swede has yet to regain full match fitness. 


Blackburn v Aston Villa 



Sutton 14 


Leading scorer 


Yorke. Taylor, 
Milosevic 6 




Last season: 0-2 

Colin Hendry is doubtful for Bl3Ckbum after he missed training dur- 
ing the week with a stomach illness while Lars Bohinen. who broke 
down in training with a calf injury could be out for several weets. Roy 
Hodgson, the Rovers manager, could recall the midfielder Billy McKh- 
lay. who was restricted to the substitutes' bench last weekend on his 
return from a two-match suspension. However, sweeping changes are 
unlikely despite Sundays 3-1 defeat at Derby. 

Dwight Yorke is set to male his first Premiers^ a^eara^ forsev'- 
en weeks. The Aston ViHa forward made a suCCSS&J comebad'. from 
a calf operation in the FA Cup win over Fbrtsmouth on Wednesday 
However, Villa expect to be without the defender Gareth Southgate 
for the third successive game because of an ankle injury With Rkcar- 
do Sbmeca (hamstring! also very doubtful David Hughes or Lee Coflins 
could be given a chance in defence. The midfiekfer Mark. Draper is 
also very doubtful because of a hamstring problem. Fernando Nelson 
or Lee Hendrie are lik ely to deputise. 


Coventry v Arsenal 

Dublin B Leading scorer: Bergfcamp Q 

Last season: l-l 


Arsenal will be without Marc Overmare and Ian Wright because of 
hamstring injuries. Luis Boa Morte is set to deputise for Overmars 
while either Nicolas AneJta or Christopher Wreh will replace Wright 
David Platt is still also out of action with a groin injury, but Emmanuel 
Petit returns after ankle trouble. The youngsters Jason Crowe and 
Alberto Mendez are added to an 18-man Arsenal party Tony Adams, 
who has been in the south of France in an attempt to regain his fit- 
ness. will not return to first team action yet but he will play in a re- 
serve match next Tuesday. 

Dion Dublin will play for Coventry despite speculation that he is on 
the way to Middlesbrough. He will lead City's attack alongside Dar- 
ren Huckerby. with the recent Romanian signing, Viorel Moldovan, 
on the substitutes' bench. Coventry welcome bad - . George Boateng 
from suspension, but Marcus Hall, who has turned down a Li -5m 
move to Sheffield Wednesday, completes a two-match ban. Roland 
Nilsson returns after flu. 


Leeds v Sheff Wed 

t-bsseftaink tO Leading scorer » Canto » TsAo 

Last season: 0-2 

Mark Beene>' will make only his second first-team appearance in 20 
months when he replaces the suspended Nigel Martyn in goal for 
Leeds. Beeney, who has been on the bench 152 tiroes in tee five 
years he has spent at Bland Road since joining the club from Brighton, 
last played a year ago in a goalless draw against Deity. Beeney will 
be called upon to defend Leeds' good home record: they have 
been beaten in the Premiership at Bland Road since a 1-0 defeat 
to Leicester in September. The Leeds captain. David Hopkin returns 
after tonsillitis, white David Robertson is back; after a match sus- 
pension. _ 

Des Walker is Sheffield Wednesday’s only doubt The former Eng- 
land defender was forced off in extra time of the midweek FA Cup 
third-round replay penalty shoot-out victory over Watford with a 
twisted ankle. If Walker is unfit Dejan Stefanovic will return from a 
one- match ban. The Italian striker Benito Carbone is completing a 
two-match suspension. 




Leicester v Liverpool 

Marshal! 8 Leacfing scorer Fowler E 

Last season: 0-3 

The Leicester manager Martin O’Neill has doubts about the fitness 
of his leading scorer Ian Marshall who is struggling with a grom in- 
jury which has troubled him for over a month. Better news is that 
goalkeeper Kasey Keller has shaken off a virus. O’Neill has previ- 
ously used man-marking tactics on Steve McMana man and may ask 
the Swedish defender Pbntus Kamark. to shadow tee Uen>>ai dan- 

bverpooTs German international striker Karlheinz Riedle is suffer- 
ing from a groin injui7 and will miss the match, leaving i * -n 
and Robbie Fowler as Roy Evans’ front-line painng as his J,de ‘ 
forthersofth successive Premiership win. Oyvind Leonhardsen ptfed 
up a leg injury in training this week, but tee Norev^an rndfield 
player should be fit to take part in a crucial four-day sp * 
see Liverpool rise to second in the P,em,ereh.p with wins m teu 
match andover Newcastle on Tuesday. If Leonharosen d-.es not 
■ make rt. Patrik Berger will step- in. 


...And statistics 


Leading Premiership marksmen find the going tough 


Although more goals are being scored in the 
Premiership this season, the leading scorers 
themselves are finding goals harder to come 
by. Chris Sutton, the Premiership's leading 
marksman, has found the net 13 times, but 
his total is well below that of tee leading 
scorer at this stage of previous seasons. 

Of tee leading scorers Andy Cole has tee best 
strike rate, with an average of 123 minutes per 
goal, compared with Sutton's 142 minutes. 
However, two players can beat that figure. 
Gianluca Vialli's six goals have arrived at the 
rate of one every 68 minutes, while Julian 
Joachim's four goals have averaged one every 
90 minutes. Four of Vialli's appearances have 
been as substitute and in three matches he 


has been replaced; nine of Joachim's 11 
appearances have been as a substitute. 

The leading scorers are also finding it tougher 
as tee season progresses. Between teem the 
seven goalscorers now in double figures 
scored 55 goals before the end of October but 
have found the net only 22 times since. 

Benito Carbone would have been one of tee 
leading scorers if he had managed to keep up 
his early-season form of seven goals in his 
first eight games, but the Sheffield Wednesday 
striker has drawn a blank in his last 11 
appearances. Carbone's Wednesday 
colleague, Andy Booth, also has a curious 
record: he has made 12 appearances but all 


his four goals came in tee space of 100 
consecutive minutes straddling the matches 
against Bolton and Arsenal in November. 

Derby’s Francesco Baiano boasts Ihe best 
consecutive scoring spell of tee season, 
having hit tee target in six successive matches 
in September and October. The Premiership 
record is held by Mark Stein, who scored in 
seven consecutive matches for Chelsea in the 
1993-94 season. 

Overall, Premiership goalscoring is at record 
levels. In 21 B games this season 592 goals 
have been scored at an average of 2.72 goals 
per game. This compares with 2.55 last 
season and 2.65 in tee best season, 1992-93. 


Leading Premiership goalscorers: 1997-98 


All-time leading Premiership goalscorers 



Goals 

Apps 

Minutes Minutes 


Goals 

Apps Strike 

Goals-'.' 




. played 

per. goaf 



rate 

ttis season* 





.. ' - 




: (Strike rater 

Chris Sutton (Blackburn) 

13 

21 

1841 

.142 ' 

Alan Shearer (Newcastle) 

137 

.469 : 1.23 

•-<jp ■/;?/ 

John Hartson (West Ham) 

12 

22 

1977 

165 

Ian Wright (Arsenal) 

104 

-187 - 1.80 

40 (2,0). 

Andy Cole (Man United) 

11 

17 

1356 

• T23 • 

Les Ferdinand (Tottenham) 

104 

'191- / 1.84 


Francesco Baiano (Derby) 

11 

20. 

1614 

147 

Robbie Fowler (Liverpool) 

92 

.-154 1.67 

'-9(1*6)-..: 

Kevin GaUacher (Blackburn) 

10 

21 

1806 

181- 

Teddy Sheringham (Man Utd) 84 

1B7 2.23 

.v8 <2.257.^ 

Dennis Bergkamp (Arsenal) 

10 

18 

1609 

: i6i • 

Andy Cole (Man Utd) 

83 

•147,'T 1.77 

: it fhBs) : ' 

Ian Wright (Arsenal) . 

10 

20- 

..--728 

v -173 v- 

Malt Le Ussier (Souteampton) 83 

. -19&- 2.36 - .- 

; 3 (4.00), >-v 

Other goalscorers include: 





Chris Sutton (Blackburn) . 

72 

178V . 2:47 

13(1.62) 

Gianluca Vialli (Chelsea) 

6 

ID 

•• 525 

- 88 • 

Eric Cantona (ex-Man Utd) 

• 70 

156 *•': 223 

: .0 ' 

Julian Joachim (Leicester) 

4 

11 

359 

90 

Peter Beardsley (Bofton) 

60 

1183 3.05 

2(7.50) : ; 

Robbie Fowler (Liverpool) 

9 

14 

1155 

12B 

Dean Holdsworth (Bolton) 

59 

"178 '': 3.02 

MUmy. 






Mark Hughes (Chelsea) 

56 

.'193-3.45 

-5 : (a20)V'- 





fife 

Stan Collymore (A Villa) 

53 

416 ' 2.19 

-4-(4.25>; 





■Wl J^Sk 

Dwight Yorire (A Villa) 

52 

: 7 ib5 ; 3.17 

14 (4.25) : : 






Dion Dublin (Coventry) 

51 

131 2.57 

8 (2.50)-.- - 




f 

jSpggy 

Tony Cottee (Leicester) 

51 

443 - . 2.80 

0^8 apps) 


Derby's Francesco Baiano 
scored in six matches in : - h 
succession earlier this : - r v£j|. 

season • ' v 




Leading Premiership goalscorers after 22 games 





■Tg j ■■ 



1997-98 

Chris Sutton 13 
John Hanson 12 


1994-95 

AJan Shearer 20 
Robbie Fowler 18 


1996,97 

Alan Shearer 16 
Ian Wright 16 


1993-94 

Andy Cote 19 
Alan Shearer 18 


1995-96 - 

Alan Shearer 19 
Les Ferdinand 18 
Robbie Fowler 18 

1992-93 ; ; 

Alan Shearer 16 





Statistics: Brian Sears 




FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: HOW THEY STAND 
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Upcoming matches 


1 

Man Utd / 

22 | 49 1+35 

10 1 0 32. 

5. 3 3 •• J?. Q, 

WWWLW- 


2 

Chelsea 

2 ! « i *2 

7 2 1 20 8 

* i 5 y H 

DWDLW 

31 Jan Bams!**. (Hi. 8 Feb Arief.il (A I. 

14 Feb CriOjj flatare iH>. 21 Feb Leicester (Ai 

3 

Blackburn 

22 j 41 J +15 

7 3 J. 25 12'- 

4 - 5. ’ 2 H 12 

wwbbL‘ 

. B Jao bv-rpoof (Ai 7 Feb-icffleVafiMHl: 

; t janif |M ^1 Feb Sc-iflhirjVrtariJA):.: 

4 

Liverpool 

2 i j 40 ; +r- 

8 0 3 25 10 

4 4 2 1 ? fJ 

wwwww 

I-1 bn (Je.vcjs.tle (H-. 31 Jan BtaUarr. (H). 

7 Feb Scwtumptcn iKi. 14 Feb Sheff Wed IA) 

5 

Arsenal 


37 j +G 

7 2 2 23 9 

3-5-2 HS 

wtritw. 

. 3t put Soulhirnfuon f el): 3 Feb 'Dubes JJ-I); rt- • ■ 
if Feb Zottnn (A> 21 Feb.t^yra ; 

6 

Derby 

y, 

35 • -3 

e ?• 0 2 ? o 

2 2 7 K 23 

DDWLW 

31 J an T.^nerfurr. (Hl 7 Feb Anon Vfe fHj. 

M Feb 6verr.jo (Al 21 Feb Marcf«acr l.ld (At. 

7 

Leeds 

T? 

35 J +6 

3 3 3 16 12 

5 .2 4 15. 13 

DWLDL- 

.artofiOWK* pfcj F*L»»s?K*r*A>--r' 

8 

West Ham 

22 | 34 1 +2 

a 0 12 -Id 

2 l * 10 2t. 

WLWWW 

31 Jan Ewlcn (Hu 7 Feb f Jewcanle f *». 

M Feb Man t.id (H>. 21 Feb toUwi <Ai 

9 

Leicester 

22 j 29 

+4 

3 6 3 13 II j ;4 ; 2 4.-B 11 

. ; LLLDD 

;.3I Jjmx Mari Uttl+AJ./Feb Lee*.pft> . ;- = i ■ 

. M-Feb-IdfsaStatn^ai Wb£hi*ea^rfk' -f .-V 

10 

|| 

Aston Villa 

22 27 


S 3 > 17 6 ! 2 ? 0 13 

LDWDD 

1 Feb f JcwcasUe (W). 7 Feb Derby (Al. 

14 Feb Bamdes (H). 18 Feb Manchentr Utd ft-Ti 

Newcastle 

ID 

26 

-5 

5 3 4 ' 13 ' G 2 2 5 9|4 

btjtil 

- . 30-tn UverpooMAi-l^eb AacarVJb^AV - • - . -J 
• 7 FebVWn.frUfnM M Feb VSiirtfcSsfiAV'ir J 

12 

Sheff Wed 


26 

-» 

- : 4 20 ft j J • d W 27 

LLDDW 

31 Jan WgrfcJMor. fHL 7 Feb lmhit, (Ai. 

14 Feb Lr^rrpceJ |H|. 21 Feb Tottenhjm (Hi 

It 

Southampton 

22 | 25 

-5 

6-1 4 - 18 . K 

1 3. 7 7 16 

WpbWD 


14 

Wimbledon 

11 ;24 


2 0 P If } j i J >0 

WTOLL 

14 Feb Heweasik (Hi 21 Feb Astern Villa (H; 

IS 

Everton 1 22 23 

_Q 

4 ' 2 4 K . 15 j 2. 3 7.9 17 

DWLWW 

: '■ :Vr- 

15 

Coventry j £ 1 23 J -10 

-! 6 l 17 12 1 1 2 h 4ft 

WLLWL 

31 Jan (Al. 7 Feb Sbefl Wed lH}; 

14 Feb Scuthamplon (Ai 21 Feb fturcJev iH) 

IT 

C Palace 

22 1 23 { -10 

0 4 6 7 IS j 5 4 3 H 13 

LDDOL . 

- W Feb ftrb.Artmai r ~ 

18 

Bolton 


22 : _u 3 ; 4 7 ( 1 ? " n.* * 

DLDLD 

M Feb Ar^nal iHI. 21 Ml Weil Ham IH) 


20 —20 1 4 l 4 £ IS 1 

1 2 8 7 24 
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Newcastle v Bolton 

Barnes. Asprflla 6 Leading scorer Btaka 9 ( 

Last season: No corresponding fixture 


Apart from being able to consider AJan Shearer again, there is more 
good news for the Newcastle manager Kenny Dalglish with defenders 
Alessandro Pistone and Stuart Pearce back in his squad. Both missed 
last Saturday's defeat at Sheffield Wednesday. The Italian had flu 'while 
tee England international ’was absent with a hamstring strain. Dalgjish 
is is able to call upon the 24-year-old Frenchman David Terrier, who 
is in the squad after he joined Newcastle on a si '.-month contract 
on Thursday. 

R?ter Beardsley could lace his former dub in a Bolton shirt The 
midfield player Alan Thompson begins a two- match suspension and 
Beardsley may replace him in the starting line-up. The Bolton cap- 
tain Gudni Bergsson is also beginning a two-game ban and his place 
in the heart of Wanderers’ defence will be taken by the South African 
international Mari: Fish. Mike Whitlow is still unavailable with a knee 
problem, while Bob Tayfor. who is currently on loan from VNfest Brom. 
will continue up front alongside Nathan Blake. 


Tottenham v West Ham 

Glnob 7 Leading scorer Hanson 19 

Last season: 1-0 





Tottenham's David Ginola will undergo a late fitness test to see if he 
has recovered from a calf injury. If fit tee Frenchman is likely to 
partner Jurgen Klinsmann in attack with the Portuguese winger Jose 
Dorrs ngues making way. Les Ferdinand is still out with a thigh injur/. 
Spurs 20-year-old Norwegian goalkeeper Espen Bardsen retains his 
place as Ian Wblker has still not recovered from a shoulder injury. 
Nicola Berti makes his home debut while David Howells is likely to 
be among. the substitutes after recovering from a stress fracture just 
below a knee. Andy Sintcn a substitute at Old Trafford last week. . 
is set to replace Stephen Gemence in tee starting Ime-up. 

West Ham's Northern Ireland midfielder Steve Lomas returns from 
suspension, which means teat tee former Spurs- player John Mon- 
cur returns to the bench. With Andy Impey arid Tim Breacker both 
injured. Steve Ftotts will probably fill in at right wing-back 
lain Dowie returns to the bench with Paul kitson still out with a 
groin strain and Paolo Alves having returned to Portugal. 


Wimbledon v Derby 

Cort 6 Leading scorer Baiano 12 

Last season: 1-1 


The Wimbledon manager Joe Kinnear is expected to keep fate with 
the side that beat Wrefoam in the midweek FA Gup replay The Wim- 
bledon stoker Efan Elofu played the last 15 minutes against Who - 
ham. after having been out for two months out through injury, but 
is only likely to win a place on the bench for today's game The Dons' 
recent signings Cari Leabum and State SoJbakken will be hoping to 
be involved at some stage, but Kinnear is still without long-term in- 
jury victims Ben Thatcher. Jason Euell and Brian McAllister. 

Dean Sturridge is the latest casualty for a Derby team again de- 
pleted by injuries and suspensions. A thigh strain rules Stumdge 
out of toefay’s game, providing an opening for tee Jamaican international 
Deon Burton. Three Derby midfielders- - Stefa no Eranio. Darryl 
Powell and Lee Carsley- will be missing because of suspension but 
their wing-back Robbie Kodufc has recovered from the groin injury 
which kept him out of last Sunday's 3- 1 win over Blackburn. 

TOMORROW 

Everton v Chelsea 

Speed, Ferguson 6 Leading scorer Vialli K 

Last season: 1-2 

The French stoker Mfokael Madarwill make his home debut for Ever- 
ton having scored in his first game in the win at Crystal Palace last 
weekend. Having let their right-back Earl Barrett join Sheffield Unit- 
ed on loan during the week, Everton have a host of injury pro blems 
on the right side of their team. Mitch Wfcrd is still out, Tony Thomas 
is a major doubt with a hamstring injury while Terry Phelan arid Tony 
Grant both picked up calf strains in a reserve game on Thursday. 
Graham Allen and Jon O'Connor are on stand-by. 

Chelseas Romanian Dan Petrescu has recovered from a bout of flu 
which kept him out of last week's defeat of Coventry, but Roberto 
di Matteo begins a two-match suspension while Andy Myers is out 
with a hamstring injury. Steve Clarke received a knock in training in 
the week, but should be fit enough to play, as will Dennis Wise who 
is still troubled by the effects of a toe injury. Kevin Hitchcock has a 
sore throat and will be replaced on foe bench by Dmitri Ifoann if 
he fails to recover in time. 
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12 
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n 
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12 
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1 Coventry 
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48 68309 

2 Leeds 

223 

48 632B6 

3 Everton 

22 3 

47 62 282 

4 Baton 

22 4 

40 60273 

5 Chelsea 

223 

40 55250 

6 Shaft Wad 
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7 Btodibum 
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8 Dertiy 

23 1 
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10 Arsenal 
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Tl C Palace 
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12 West Ham 
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13 Southmptn 

22 1 

35 40 132 

14 Liverpool 
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15 Man Utd 
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23 1 
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33 33 150 

18 Leicester 
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19 Spurs 
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World Cup organisers launch crackdown on 




The World Cup 
organisers will take firm 
action to stop any 
unauthorised trade in 
tickets for this summer’s 
tournament. Nick Harris 
reports. 

The French Organising Com- 
mittee for the World Cup 
(CFO) will take all measures 
necessary to ensure that tickets 
for the tournament are sold ac- 
cording to its rules. 


As The Independent revealed 
yesterday. World Cup tickets are 
being advertised - particularly 
on the Internet by unautho- 
rised agents. A CFO spokes- 
woman said yesterday. “If we 
have evidence that tickets are 
bought through unauthorised 
sources, we win stop the tickets.” 

Tickets will not be distrib- 
uted until late in May and the 
CFO's most effective method of 
stopping a black market will be 
simply not to issue tickets where 
it can prove they are part of an 
unauthorised trade. 


The CFO hopes this will en- 
courage fans only to buy through 
authorised operators. If they 
buy via unauthorised sources, 
they risk either buying a ticket 
they will not receive or one 
they might not be able to use. 

In cases where the CFO be- 
lieves that tickets have been 
bought on the black market, it 
may organise random identity 
checks on match days. Fins in 
possession of such tickets will 
risk being refused entry. 

The spokeswoman said that, 
in the meantime, the CFO would 


investigate all instances around 
the world where unauthorised 
trade is suspected. The Indepen- 
dent reported yesterday that an 
unofficial American-based 
agency, 24/7 Ticket Service, is 
offering to sell via the Internet 
tickets it claims are provided by 
Fifa-approved operators. 

The spokeswoman said: 
“Fifa and the CFO are investi- 
gating all reports of tickets be- 
ing sold on the Internet and 
through unauthorised sources at 
inflated prices. We are taking 
this very seriously." 


The CFO said that anyone 
found selling tickets suspected 
of being unauthorised would be 
asked to prove their sources. If 
they are found to be contra- 
vening CFO rules, they will be 
warned to stop. If they persist, 
the CFO hopes to take legal ac- 
tion to stop them. “Our lawyers 
are looking, country by country, 
to see what action we can take 
as soon as possible," the spokes- 
woman said. 

The CFO has already taken 
action against a company in 
France which was advertising 


that it was buying and selling 
tickets. The CFO stopped the 
trade by asking .a newspaper to 
stop carrying the agent’s ad- 
vertisements and by threatening 
the agent with legal action. The 
CPO said it was also looking into 
other similar cases in France. 

The organisers also clarified 
yesterday precisely how many 
tickets are available for each 
game and how they wOl be al- 
located. Around 61 per cent of 
the stadiums' net capacities 
have been allocated to French 
fan*; , 20 per cent to Fifa (for 


competing teams’ fans and na- 
tional federations), 12 per cent 
to sponsors (around a third of 
these being ftjr French spon- 
sors) a n d around seven per 
cent to Fife-approved tour op- 
erators. 

The CFO also pointed out 
that the number of tickets ac- 
tually available during the 
World Cup is considerably few- 
er fhan has been widely re- 
ported. 

England’s opening game, 
for example, on IS June against 
Tunisia, takes place in the 


60 , 000 -capacity Stade-Vdloj 
drome in Marseilles. Tji&aH 
padty- . for World Cup gamesl - 
however, will be 50,000 at thostf 
and possibly less. : p 

This is because the media 
platform for journalists aim . 
TV cameras takes up the spiac^ 

of 8,000 seals, up to 1,000 «ats 

have been set aside far VIP use, 
and other seatswjlInot.be used 
because their view will be obj 

scored for a variety of reasonsr 

(including TV cameras). ■ : '. • j 
World Cup tickets on thd- 
• Internet, page 2Cj -■ 


Shearer poised to 
make comeback 


There was good news for 
Newcastle and England 
supporters yesterday 
when Kenny Dalglish 
announced that Alan 
Shearer was ready to 
return to action. Cari Liddle 
reports. 


Kenny Dalglish, the Newcastle 
manage r, has promised to make 
a “responsible" decision on Alan 
Shearer’s fitness before today's 
game with Bolton at St James' 
Park. 

Dalglish yesterday revealed 
that Shearer had oompie ted a Hull 
training session without suffer- 
ing any adverse reaction to his in- 
juries and would be considered 
for selection. 

The England striker has been 
out since damaging ankle liga- 
ments in the Umbra tournament 
at Goodison Park last July. 

“Alan is in consideration. 
He's done everything expected 
of him in training," Dalglish 
said. “He’s gone through all the 
extensive routines he has to go 


through and has shown no re- 
action to his injuries. There was 
just a little bit of soreness after 
Tuesday’s practice match.” 

Shearer is poised to make bis 
comeback, but Dalglish stressed 
that be would not take risks with 
his £15m striker. “Well make a 
decision on Alan as responsible 
men,” he said. “Were not going 
to be stupid but he’s done vety 
very well in training and I repeat 
- he’s in consideration." 

At Shearer's old dub. Black- 
bum Rovers, manager Roy 
Hodgson has made a surprise 
£6m bid for the Italian striker 
Pierluigi Casiraghi. Hodgson is 
waiting for a reply from Lazio 
about an inquiry on the cable, that 
could now be activated, to bring 
Casirag hi to Ewood Park. 

Lazio are trying to tie up a 
£13m deal for Chilean striker 
Marcelo Salas, once a Man- 
chester United target, with his 
dub River Plate this weekend, 
which Hodgson hopes will mean 
tfrat Casiraghi will be available. 

A medical stands between 
Ernstmo AspiUIa and a move 
from Newcastle back to Parma. 
The fee, believed to be just over 


Middlesbrough agree £4m 
fee for unsettled Dublin 


Middlesbrough have agreed a 
£4m fee with Coventry for strik- 
er Dion Dublin, after be turned 
down a £3m contract at High- 
field Road worth £16,000 a 
week on Tuesday. 

Viv Anderson, Boro's assis- 
tant manager, said: “Dublin is 
a good player who can play in 
several positions. We have 
agreed a fee but there is a long 
way to go before he walks in the 
door. It is not hard and fast he 
will sign for us. Transfer talks 
have not started with the play- 
er. We are hoping to hear some- 
thing in the next 4S hours." 


Wimbledon, Crystal Palace 
and Leicester have also been 
linked with the former United 
striker- with Palace already hav- 
ing had a £3.25m bid rejected. 

Gordon Strachan, the 
Coventry manager, refused to 
confirm Dublin's immin ent de- 
parture, saying yesterday: “He 
is in our team against Arsenal 
and he will captain the side. 

“He is playing as well as he 
ever has and our relationship is 
extremely good. I would like to 
think that this is not his farewell 
match. 1 expect him to be here 
for as long as we can keep him." 


£6m. has been agreed and the 
deal seems likely to be completed 
over the weekend. 

Sasa Currie's proposed move 
to the Thrkish dub Besiktas has 
broken down, at least until the 
summer. The Aston Villa mid- 
fielder, signed from Bolton Wan- 
derers 18 months ago, had been 
in Istanbul for talks with Beski- 
tas’ coach, John Toshack. 

Ruud Gullit has asked Fife, 
the game's world governing 
body, to help stop his players 
missing vital Premiership games 
through international games. 
The Chelsea manager’s squad 
could be depleted by friendlies 
and training camps leading up to 
the World Cup, and Gullit is hop- 
ing for some give and take. 

“We are still arguing to keep 
our players here," he said. “They 
earn then money here. Their pri- 
orities must be here. I'm not at 
war with Fifa. I just want to ex- 
plain the situation and I hope I 
can rely on a bit of compassion." 

Sam Hamm am, the Wim- 
bledon chairman, has asked for 
patience from Dons supporters 
after a plan to move the club to 
a new purpose-built venue near 
ibeir old Plough Lane ground fell 
through. Problems with capaci- 
ty, parking, layout and feasibili- 
ty have caused thedub to go back 
to the drawing board. 

“If a suitable ate exists, then 
I'm confident the council will 
help us find it and make it 
work," Hammam said. 

The French goalkeeper 
Bernard Lama is back at West 
Ham after failing to secure a 
move to a dub in France and is 
now set to stay for the rest of the 
season. Lama is unhappy that he 
has noL been given a chance af- 
ter joining the Hammers on 
loan and returned borne last 
week to try to find first-team 
football in order to keep his 
World Cup hopes alive. 

Premiership preview, 
page 23 



Michael Atherton, the England captain, glances a boundary as the winter tour gets under way against Jamaica at Montego Bay yesterday 

Report, jiage Xh, Photograph: Laurence Griffiths/Br^ara 
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I University students found 2 Old us President intro- 

penning Greek letter diffi- during a measure origi- 
cult(6) nally from Europe? (5) 

5 Improvement achieved in 3 Ad one client pulled to 

theatre by taking out a few bits, all the same (9) 

lines? (4-4) 4 Thing for scrubbing 

9 Quaintly picturesque elder lavatory’, note (6) 

wood left to grow wild (4-6) 5 Left-wing sympathiser 

10 Hint of orange in Benedic- and Romany chap 

tine spells nun (4) changing places (6-9) 

II Large Latin American com- 6 Old man's beard held it 

m unity not in favour of tuck- by elastic, roughly a me' 
mg into m3k pudding (8) ere (8) 

12 Everyone comes round night 7 Deposit daughter’s car- 

before exam (1-5) riea in box (5) 

13 Record shows island’s in care 8 Efflorescence running 
of District Commissioner (4) across East River (9) 

25 One’s in a splint having suf- 14 In final stage of game 
fered uncontrolled descent tangle turns ugly (9) 

(8) 16 Positioned funerary re- 

18 Disease present in grape, all ceptade in oriental 

Shrivelled up (8) grave (9) 

19 WhaL was on at the Colise- 17 Personal boosters, say. 

um - The Robe? (4) initially optimising ef- 

21 Let’s do something 'with your fects of drugs? (3-5) 

haft! (6) " 20 Duke's involved in race 

23 Go abroad - maybe Kuwait, round day centre (6) 

around head of Gulf (8) 22 Means of communica- 

25 Young girl having a month in lion whereby doctor gel 

France and Germany (4) medicine sent up (5) 

26 Reported sick first - that’s 24 Subject English master 1 

foolish (3-7) included in article (5) 

27 Spray making one moister, 

28 Team still to go by ove±ead 
railroad (6) 

The first live correct scrfmkms to this week's paste opened next Thurs- 
day recaVe furdb&cfaed copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. An* 
swere and winners’ names wfl] be published next Saturday, Send Hindoos 
to Saturday Crossword, P. O. Box 4018, The Independent. 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Whart London E14 5BL. Please use the box number and postcode 
and give your own postcode. Last week's winners: DFMdine, London El: 
R Finch, Bridgend; E George, Holywell; J McIntosh, Glasgow; N thboe, 
Knighton. 


DOWN 

2 Old US President intro- 
ducing a measure origi- 
nally from Europe? (5) 

3 Ad one client pulled to 
bits, all the same (9) 

4 Thing for scrubbing 
lavatory, note (6) 

5 Left-wing sympathiser 
and Romany chap 
changing pikes (6-9) 

6 Old man's beard held in 
bv elastic, roughly a me- 
tre (8) 

7 Deposit daughter’s car- 
ried in box (5) 

8 Efflorescence running 
across East River (9) 

14 In final stage of game 
tangle turns ugly (9) 

16 Positioned funerary re- 
ceptacle in oriental 
grave (9) 

17 Personal boosters, say. 
initially optimising ef- 
fects of drugs? (3-5) 

20 Duke's involved in race 
round day centre (6) 

22 Means of communica- 
tion whereby doctor gets 
medicine sent up (5) 

24 Subject English master’s 
included in article (5) 


Yates’ legal team pushes for 
delay in ear-biting hearing 
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Lawyers representing 
Kevin Yates, the Bath 
prop suspended pending 
further investigations into 
last weekend’s ear-biting 
scandal, are attempting 
to delay next week's 
eagerly awaited 
disciplinary hearing. 

Gins Hewett says that 
whatever the timing, the 
West Country dub are 
determined to get at the 
truth. 


The barrack room lawyers who 
inhabit every rugby clubhouse in 
the land may have to wait longer 
than they tiiink for a solution to 
the Great Bath Ear-Biting Mys- 
tery. The legal team represent- 
ing the prime suspect, Kevin 
Yates, say they have been given 
insufficient time to prepare their 
defence and are pushing for a 
postponement of the internal 
hearing scheduled for Tuesday. 

Yates, the 26-year-old loose- 
head prop capped twice by Eng- 
land in Argentina last summer, 
was one of three Bath front-row- 
ers cited for foul play by London 


Scottish after Simon Fenn, the 
Eriks’ flanker, suffered a serious 
injury to his left ear during a cup 
tie at the Recreation Ground a 
week agp. Yates' fellow prop, Vic- 
tor Ubogu, was cleared by Scot- 
tish on Wednesday and yesterday, 
the same officials publicly exon- 
erated Federico Mendez, the 
third member of the triumvirate. 

If the Londoners expected 
Bath to greet the news with a fen- 
fare of trumpets, they were mis- 
taken. “It is up to them to decide 
if apologies are in order,” said 
Tony Swift, the Bath chief exec- 
utive. “Fve no idea why they felt 
the need to cite all three players. 
We’ve collected evidence from 
both sides and there has not been 
a mention of either Mendez or 
Ubogu, but we’re not prepared 
to get into a slanging match over 
iL This is not a game to be won, 
a competition to see who can 
issue the bast press release. 

“1 can only describe the last 
few days as horrific. People have 
been baying for aetkm and believe 
me, 1 would love to get to the 
truth of the matter, get it sorted 
and get on with naming this rug- 
by dub. However, it’s going to be 
far more difficult to reach that 
stage than anyone imagined in the 
two or three days following the 


alleged incident I promise you, 
it’s nor an easy situation." 

The tribunal will be. chaired 
by an independent legal expert 
and made up of two dub direc- 
tors, neither of whom will have 
been involved in the investiga- 
tion, and two dub members, al- 
most certainly players, of his own 
choosing. 

London Scottish said in a 
statement that Fenn is making 
a good recovery under the cir- 
cumstances “but has suffered a 
temporary loss of hearing in his 
left ear. Understandably, he 
has been further upset and de- 
pressed by the outrageous com- 
ments made by Philip Bliss.” 

Bliss, honorary surgeon to the 
Bath dub but not one of the med- 
ical staff on duty last week, sug- 
gested that Fean’s injuries might 
not have been caused by a bite. 
Yesterday, Swift continued to dis- 
tance the dub from their own 
medic's point of view. 

• The unions of France, Scot- 
land, Ireland and Wales con- 
firmed in Paris yesterday that 
Italy should be invited to par- 
ticipate in the championship 
from 1999-2000. The Rugby 
Football Union will make their 
decision at their next council 
meeting on 20 February. 
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Lay your bet on a bishop’s blessings 


Once .the province of bored 
yuppies at their City desks, a . 
bizarre form of gambling is 
becoming increasingly popular. 
Spread betting lets you make a 
mint or lose your shirt, on any 
subject ranging from share- 
price movements to the exact 
minute. Ryan Giggs will slot the 
next, one in. Clifford German 
examines the odds. 

Belling used to be a simple pleasure. 
You took a punt on. Happy Lad in the 
3.15 at Wmcantoo. If he romped home 
ahead of the field, you went to collect 
your winnings. If noL the slip was a fur- 
ther example of the futility and danger 
of gambling addiction. The “worst" 
that could. happen, however,- was that 
you lost a pre-determined stake, some- 
thing you decided for yourself when you 
placed the beL 

Thar has changed The latest and cer- 
tainly the fastest way to lose your shirt 
is spread betting. The 'fad started as a 
way of increasing the range of odds, by 
gambling on a range of possible results. 
Unlike conventional gambling; howev- 
er, the amount you win or lose depends 
on bow close you come to the “spread", . 
a mid-point set bythe bookmaker. 

The bookmaker chooses the most 
probable result, sets a small range, or 
“spreads either side of it, and you bet 
which way either side of that central 
spread the result will be. If yon think 


INSIDE 

5/ JONATHAN 
DAVIS 

Cronies cause 
Asia’s slump 


HOW SPREAD BETTING WORKS 


T&ke, for example, a spread bet on the 
timing of the first goal in a soccer 
match. The bookmaker offers a 
“spread" from the 36th to the 40th 
minute, in it expects such a goal might 
be scored 

You think the first goal will come 
early, so you make a “sell" bet at, say, 
£10 a minute. If the first goal s scored 
in the 10th minute you win (36-10) x 


the spread is too high you make a “sell" 
bet, which means you believe the result 
will come in under the bookmaker’s es- 
timate. Conversely, if you believe the 
* spread is too low you make a “buy" bet 
and hope the bookie has got it wrong 
the other way round. Then sit back and 
watch the action. 

Roderick Green, a City-based fund 
mana ger and fanatical West Ham sup- 
porter, knows all about the triumphs and 
tribulations of spread betting. “Last 
week, I had a tenner ‘sell’ on West Ham 
scoring the first goal in the first 20 min- 
utes of the Coca-Cola quarter-final with 
Arsenal," be says. “The Hammers’ goal 
came in at about 17 minutes, so I made 
about £70 because the bookies had a 
spread of 25 to 28 minutes for that to hap- 
pen. Trouble is. Arsenal won 2-1 anyway." 

The original spread-beners were al- 
most without exception young, rich 
and heavily testosteroned City types. But 


7/JOHN 
WIN DSOR 

Brit Art at 
new peaks 


£10 = £260. If there are no goals by 
the 37th minute, however, you are 
nursing a £10 loss. If there is a late 
goal you are in trouble, and if the 
match ends nil-all you are in very deep 
doo-doo: you have lost £540. 

Conversely if you took out a “buy” 
bet you would make (90-40) x £10 = 
£500 from a nil-all draw. But a first- 
minute goal would oost you £390. 


according to Ladbrokes, its spread- 
betting clients now include artisans 
and policemen, and even a profession- 
al golfer and a weather forecaster. A 
quarter of earn between £10.000 and 
£20,000 a year, nearly 60 per cent arc 
between 35 and 54. and half live outside 
the South-East. 

Spread betting was invented in the 
Sixties by the bookmakers Coral to en- 
courage gambling on movements in the 
FT 30 share index. It was extended by 
City professionals who set up the IG In- 
dex in 1974, initially to let colleagues bet 
on the movements in the gold price 
which had been was decontrolled in 1972 
and was going up and down rapidly. 

The craze has since crossed the 
species barrier to include sport and pol- 
itics. IG is the leading expert on polit- 
ical betting. Sports betting is dominated 
by the Sporting Index which has almost 
half the market, Ladbrokes and William 


9/PAUL 

SLADE 

Taxing 
the tips 


[ Hill, which employ teams of experts to 
balance the risks by setting spreads and 
constantly updating them. Angus 
Loughran, “Statto" in the Fantasy Foot- 
ball television programme featuring 
David Baddiel and Frank Skinner, start- 
ed life as a Ladbrokes soccer pundiL 

Punters can bet on everything from 
the performance of the favourites at a 
race meeting to the number and timing 
of goals, to how many yellow cards will 
be shown in a game, the sum of the num- 
bers on the shirts of all the goal-scor- 
ers, Lhe number of games in a round of 
the Wimbledon tennis championships, ; 
or the number of ducks in a Test series. 

Last year's favourite punt, in which 
millions were wagered - and lost - was 
on the scale of the future Labour ad? 
ministration's Commons majority. This 
year, the big event is the World Cup. 
Sporting Index is offering a spread of 
166 to 169 goals for the 64 matches. 

Ladbrokes has devised special con- 
tracts to limit gains and losses, to reduce 
risks and attract nervous novices. But 
for the really committed it also offers 
"in-running^ bets, which allow punters 
to offset what might be losing bets while 
the events are actually taking place. 

Spread betting is only done over the 
telephone. Punters must open an ac- 
count and, after checks, are granted a 
credit limit. 

It is important to realise that, unlik e 
conventional bets, debts from spread 
betting are legally enforceable and 
bookies have the right to take default- 
ers to court to recover debts. 


6.55% (6.8% APR! j 
MORTGAGE RATE 


FIXED UNTIL 


APRIL 2003. 


Used cars are 
better value 


Straw roofs 
are hot stuff 


With uncertainty about Interest 
rates ' now is th * perfect time to 
know exactly what you will be paying 
0©y % until April 2003. 

" APR^ Some things won't be changing, 
like our new Fixed Rate Mortgage, 
fixed at 6.55% 6.8% APR until 1 April 2003. 

If you are an existing customer on the move or a new 
mortgage customer, it’s available up to 90% of the value 
of your property. 

To find out how to fix your mortgage rate with Woolwich 
Direct, just call us for an Immediate personal quotation 
quoting reference 1X171. Hurry though, we may not be 
able to keep this offer open for long. ' 

WOOLWICH 


0645 75 75 75 

For your security, telephone conversations may be recorded. £L30am - 9.00pm MOM - FRi- 
s,uuam - 3.00pm SAT: iO.OOam - 2.00pm SUN Internet address: MW/wvvw.woo fwfcft.co.uk 




YOUR NOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO ROT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN 
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High noon 
on the 
high street 


How to bridge a future gap in income 


NIC 


CICUTTI 

PERSONAE FINANCE JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 


Few people would describe 
me as a war fiend, but if there 
is one thing l am enjoying at 
present, it is the open warfare 
between financial services 
providers, all competing for 
their rivals' customers. 

Earlier this week, Halifax 
announced it is to open a 24- 
hour telephone-based savings 
account. Premium Savings 
Direct. The account off ere 

instant access to funds up to 
twice a year and wall pay from 
73 percent gross on deposits 
over £10,000, rising to 7.85 per 
cent gross on above £40,000. 
Standard Life, the mutual in- 
surer, launched its high-in- 
censst account last week. 

Meanwhile, both Scottish 
Amicable, the formerly mut- 
ual insurer taken over last 
year by Prudential, and First 
Direct, the telephone-based 
financial provider, this week 
launched separate versions of 
low-cost pension plans. 

Without going into detail 
on the charges, which come 
in below many of their com- 
petitors, what unites them is 
their willingness to face the 
fact that people are likely to 
halt contributions into per- 
sonal pensions for perfectly 
sensible reasons. 

Consequently, Direct Line 
and SeotAm are promising not 
,to penalise customers if they 
.halt contributions early. They 
are saying that if policyholders 
switch a personal pension to 
another scheme in the first few 
years of its life, the “transfer 
value” paid out will reflect far 


able, because it has taken so 
long for many insurers to 
react to the challenge from 
their telephone-based rivals, 
who have followed this strat- 
egy for several years. Aston- 
ishing. because SeotAm bad 
tried desperately to hold the 
line against this development. 

In fact, it even went so Far 
a few years ago as to try to 

construct a “Resistance Front* 

(a secret cartel, actually) 
against high transfer values - 
to no avail, as it now turns out. 

What we are seeing, both 
with savings and pensions, is 
a cold new dawn, as some es- 
tablished players ( far too few 
for now) realise that, to main- 
tain their grip on the market, 
they will have to deliver comp- 
etitively priced products. One 
by-product of this is that the 
old high street-based branch 
system will be weakened. 

Bank and building society 
staff will be sacked in their 
Lhousands over the next few 
years. But the reality is that 
this would have happened 
anyway, and there’s not much 
we can do about it purely as 
consumers. What we can do 
is extract the best possible 
price out of their war. 


Name: Colin and Sarah Chadficld 
Ages: 43 and 26 

Occupations: Fire Brigade officer and 
Fire Brigade controller 
The problem: Colin and Sarah, from 
North Yorkshire, have a 13-month-old 
son, George. Colin, who joined the 
service in 1981, earns about JE34.U0O 
while Sarah, who joined in 1992, cams 
about £17,000. 

Both are members of their occupa- 
tional pension scheme, which provides 
an inflation-proofed pension based on 
a multiple of income against their 
years of sendee. But although Colin will 
receive a maximum pension if he stays 
with the service until retirement. Sarah 
is contemplating reducing her hours. 
Another option might be to give up 
work temporarily to care for George. 

They also have some windfall shares 
from Halifax and Norwich Union and 
an investment in a Co-op six-year bond, 
which should pay out any increase in 
the FTSE 100 index plus 25 per cent 
at maturity m 2000. 

Their greatest concerns are how to 
provide for George’s college education 
and bow to bridge the income gap 
when Colin stops work but Sarah still 
has more than 20 years to her own retir- 
ement. Another issue is that of pro- 
tection if either of them dies. 

The adviser: Debbie Sotheran, prin- 
cipal at Three Counties Assurance 
Services, Gothic House, Barker Gate. 
Nottingham, NG1 1JU, 0115 2230. 
The advice: Colin and Sarah both have 
death-in-service benefit of twice pen- 
sionable salary, with more benefits if 
death is attributable to injury at work. 


so at present there iscnough life cover 
to ensure that the main liability, the 
.mortgage, would be repaid. 

However, aver the longer term 
this could be affected by many factors, 
so J would suggesi that life cover of 
£75,000 be taken out on Colin. This 
would provide additional funds to en- 
able Sarah to continue in employment 
and support George until he’s com- 
pleted his education. I would also sug- 
gest that in Sarah's case life cover of 
£15U,000 is. sought, as Colin. George’s 
carer, could be left in a vulnerable 
position in the event of her death. 

As the chance of suffering a serious 
illness or injury is many times greater 
than death before retirement, I would 
recommend that critical Alness cover, 
which pays out on diagnosis of a range 
of diseases, be incorporated within 
these arrangements. Scottish Provident 
offers cover, increasing each year in line 
with inflation, for £62 per month for 
Colin and £27 per month for Sarah. 

As for saving for the future and 
George's education, their provision for 
the young boy at present is a Halifax 
savings account into which they put his 
child allowance, r ra under the impres- 
sion they would like it to work harder 
but in order to do that I think we need 
a vehicle with no access before 10 years. 

My recommendation is to invest the 
money in a maximum investment plan 
( MIP) - set up in joint names. Because 
there is an element of life cover, 
should the worst happen, money would 
still be available to George. 

1 would suggesi using Skandia Life. 
It allows contributions to be varied from 



;V 







Colin and Sarah Chadfield with their son George: saving child benefit in a MIP could provide £15,000 


year to year without affecting the with- 
drawal of benefits free from personal 
tax 10 years after taking out the plan. 

Child benefit is paid at £11.05 per 
week. T would suggest rounding it up 
to £50 per month, which would, based 
on a return of 10 per cent, provide a 
sum of £14,900 when George is 16. 

Their investments comprise £12,000 
on deposit, premium bonds to the value 
of £700 each, a Co-op Bond worth 
£8,000, a single company PEP with Hal- 
ifax worth some £4,000 and Norwich 
Union shares of £3,500. 

I would suggest they place a larger 
proportion of their money on deposit. 
They inform me that they need to keep 
£6,000 liquid for immediate access. 1 
would suggest shopping around for the 


best rates [The Independent publishes 
“best-buys" each week - see page 6j. 

As for the six-year bond, it is a joint 
policy, so would normally be allocated 
on a 50/50 basis between Colin and 
Sarah. The profit is only taxable if you 
are a higher-rate tax payer, therefore 
I would suggest assigning the policy to 
Sarah, who is not a higher-rate tax 
payer. They will need to get the Co- 
op to prepare a deed of assignment. 

As for retirement planning, Colin 
is one of those rare species who will 
retire on maximum benefits with a final 
salary, index-linked pension. 

However, to make his pension 
more tax efficient, I would suggest he 
takes the lump sum available at re- 
tirement and purchase a temporary 


immediate annuity. This income js 

treated parity as return of capital, which 

is not taxable, so his income should be 
slightly better than if he took the full 
pension, all of which is taxable. 

Sarah’s situation is not so certain. 
If Sarah were to continue with the Ftre 
Service, especially if she would be 
working full-time near her retirement 
age. it would be sensible to purchase 
added years to boost her pension.' 

This is not the case, so I wouidsug- 
gest she starts contributing into a PEP 
straight away, at least for the next two 
tax years. U n lik e a pension. Sarah does 
not have to be earning to contribute 
and if she chose to semi retire before 
her pension kicked in, she could use 
the PEP to supplement her income. 


On a separate note, Ba relay- 
card has issued an eight point 
checklist for customers in fi- 
nancial difficulties after the 
Xmas and January spending 
spree. Its advice might be a 
tad more credible had it not 
also run a huge “Don't Put It 
Off. Put It On” TV advertising 


UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT/THE NEILL CLERK TAKE ONE FILM-FINANCE PARTNERSHIP 


mqre-dosetythzui before the campaign throughout, 
amount actually paid iro. ’ ember, coupled' with advice to 
This is IkSfrihu^markaMe ^cardholders to skip that 
and astonishing: Unr^aricv"hri6nth's credit caidpayafehL ' 


The product* lake One, a 
film-financing partnership open 
to the public, sponsored by 
Neill Clerk CapitaL 
The deal: lake advantage of 
generous tax relie&qn risky film - 
mvestments hy piling in at least ■ • 
£10,000 before the closing date, 
20 r February:‘M6ney is tied up 
until July 2000 at the earliesL 


If, and only if, all goes well, 
higher-rate taxpayers can hope 
for returns of 25 percent ayear. 
Plus points; Film finance can 
be spectacularly rewarding, with 
Polygram estimated to have 
made more than 30-times its 
outlay on The Full Monty. Risks 
are horrendous: turkeys such as 
Resolution or Hudson Hawk 


have seen investors lose almost 
everything. 

Neill Clerk has limited the 
downside with a combination of 
tax reliefs and “pre-sales". A 
higher-rate taxpayer who puts 
in £6,000 is, in effect, investing 
around £10,000 because of 40 
pec cent tax relief. Neill Clerk 
will only invest in a film if 60 per 


cent of it is “pre -bought" (paid 
for in advance of production) by 
a TV company seeking to fill its 
schedules. If the film bombs, it 
is the Exchequer and the TV 
company, much more than the 
investor, that have lost money. 

To further reduce risk, “Take 
One” films can onty be TV doc- 
umentaries. 


Drawbacks and risks: Not all 
of the investment is tax-reliev- 
able. So higher-rate taxpayers 
may not onty make nothing, 
they may also lose money. 

The investment is realised 
only by selling rights to die 
documentaries. Profits could 
exceed investment in a short 
time - but they might not. 


If new deals for films dry up, 
then the moaey invested may 
have nowhere to go- It has to be 
spent by July 2000 or the tax 
reliefs may disappear. 

Verdict; The best wayso Sarto 
investinfilm. . 

Mariks out of five: Three.and 
a halft . . -■ . . !*..« i 

- Andrew Verity 


Thought for the day 





imxr makes 

LEGAL & GENERAL'S FTSE ALL-SHAJSE 
INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY? 


glance at the table will show that 


- since its launch over two 


I XI 'EM ME. XT PERFORMANCE 
SINCE LAUNCH ' 

.vor 95 TO JAN <J ft 


years ago - this Index-Tracking PEP 
from Legal & General has proved that 
it offers PEP investors superb value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share 



Index. This Index reflects the 



performance of the entire stock- 
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AO t vrmnK-wt it tt.r: 


\Vi;h 50 many financial products and companies, shouldn’t you get 


tonic unmasea advice irom an vadctl he fore corn mitt inn vour monev? 


marker, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perform and lessen your 
return. In feet, a lump sum of £6.000 
invested in the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth £9,111* compared 
to just £8, 438* in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 
deducted, more of vour 


The All-Share Tracking 
PEP that’s charged the least, 
has performed the best 


^ veSt ^ 

other 
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Just a (liouahl. 

tali uow Ini’ your jr tv iujornuit h.iu paik a lid voucher 
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the outset for maximum 


0117 971 1177 


Please send me my information pack, the names of three heal IF As and a voucher for a free 
consultation without obligation. 1 understand that no-one will call me as a result of filling in 
this coupon. The address is IFAP Limited. 17-19 Emery Road. Brislington, Bristol BS4 5PF. 


You'd be better off with an IF A 
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growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the 
value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today's 
opportunities. For further details 
(including information on our 
monthly saving option) call now or 
visit our web site at http://www. 
legal-and-general.co.uk 


For your protection and in enable us to deal with ao* queries ibal mjv arise 
calls will usually he icronltil and randomly monitored. 


Y"PC " 1 woukl "Wrc information about the Legal & General lmkaTradOjyt PEP. 

Pos * Le * al A Genera] (Direct j Limited, FREEPOST SWCTH67. Cardiff CFl IW. 


Surname (Mr/MrVMlM/M>> 


fiorwiamM 


Dale of birth 


Tci. No: Hook 


Td- No: Wort 


If you already have any PEP inveMncni. please tbcV here D. chdjg} 

to Mtlroi nM* Km. and lisa, we Bar wfl you 


Legal & 
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Monthly discipline can yield handsome dividends 





Strategies fo r ma rket mayhem: South Korean employees instructed by their firm to attempt to reject 
negative thought* last week. Monthly saving schemes in investment and unit trusts are another way to 
help smooth out peaks and troughs in the stock market 


Over the longer term. Investing 
in equities makes sense. 
Statistics show that in the past 
equity investment has usually 
produced better returns than 
other types of asset as long as 
you are prepared to invest for at 
least fore years or more. But 
where to start? David Prosser 
investigates. 


The trouble is, if you don’t have a size- 
able lump sum to invest, buying shares is 
difficult. Dealing charges, for example, eat 
into very s mall investments. 

Tb is is where ihe regular savings plans 
offered by most uoit and investment crust 
companies come into their own. These are 
funds which offer exposure to stock mar- 
kets without investors having to buy shares 
directly. They provide an alternative 
means of buying units for anyone prepared 
to put away a regular amount each month. 
Many funds allow you to invest from as 
little as £25 a month via a standing order 
or direct debit from your bank account. 

These savings schemes are attractive for 
several reasons. “First of all," says Emma 
Weiss of the Association of Unit Trusts and 
Investment Funds (Autif), “a regular 
savings scheme makes stock market in- 
vestment accessible to even the smallest 
investor. And investing by direct debit 
imposes a useful discipline on savers." 

Further, nearly all the regular savings 
plans allow you to make the occasional 
lump-sum contribution to your fund when 
your finances permit. 

Over time, small monthlv investments 


will add up to sizeable sums. Audi' reckons 
£50 a month in an average UK equity in- 
come unit trust would have amassed around 
£4,200 over five years to last August. 

Investing monthly also means that you 
do not have to worry about timing . Share 
prices rise and fad from day today and even 
professional investors and fund managers 
frequently get their tuning wrong. But reg- 
ular savers avoid the worst problems of tim- 
ing because their investment plans will 
smooth out the peaks and troughs. When 
the price of your unit or investment trust 
falls, you’ll get more units or shares for your 
monthly payment. This can be particularly 
useful when, as has been happening recently 
in a number of for Eastern countries, in- 
cluding South Korea, markets suffer from 
potentially prolonged financial crises. 

In addition, regular savings schemes are 
vety flexible. Most will let you change the 
amount you invest each month without 
penalty. And you can usually have any in- 
come your investments earn reinvested in 
the fund. If you invest with a manager that 
offers several unit or investment trusts, you 
will probably also be able to switch be- 
tween funds on preferential terms. 

Choosing a regular savings plan is do 
different to picking any other investmenL 
First, find the fund with a savings scheme 
that suits you best Work out bow much you 
can afford to invest each month, remem- 
bering that you are likely to be tying up this 
money for several years or more to gain 
the best benefits. Then, simply fill in the 
application form and set up a direct debit 

Charges are important for ail in- 
vestors. regular savers included. Usually, 
a proportion of each monthly investment 
goes to the fund provider, which can be 
as much as 5 per cent with a unit trust 


Over time, investment performance is 
more important than charges, but avoid 
paying through the nose if other funds with 
similar performance records are cheaper. 
According to the Association of Investment 
Trust Companies ( ATTC). most investment 
trust schemes charge 1 per cent or less. 

There are a few unit trust management 
companies that charge monthly cash fees 
rather than a percentage of your fond. 
Regular savers with Virgin's index track- 
ing fund, for instance, pay a £2 monthly 
adminis tration fee, which equates to 4 per 
cent of a £50 investment but just 1 percent 
of a £200 monthly contribution. 

You can also put up to £6,000 worth 
of unit and investment trusts into a per- 
sonal equity plan (PEP) in the current tax 
year. All the income and capital growth 
earned in aPEP is tax free but, if you don’t 
use up your capital gains tax allowance 
each year - £6,500 in 1 997/98 — your will 
only be saving on income tax. Also, you 
need to check for PEP charges, as these 
are additional to what you pay for your 
regular savings scheme. 

Remember though: when PEPs are re- 
placed in 1999 by individual savings ac- 
counts (ISAs) you will only be allowed to 
transfer £50,000- worth of PEP investments. 
That is discussed on page 4. 

Autif and ATTC publish free fact sheets on 
saringy schemes in unit and tmystment trusts 
Cad 0181-207 1361 and 0171-431 5221 

* The Independent ' has published a free 
* Guide to Making your Investments Work 
for You', written by Steve Lodge, personal 
finance editor on the ‘Independent on 
Sunday' and sponsored bv Wesleyan Fin- 
ancial Services. CaU 0800137 9749, or fill 
in the coupon on page 6. 


Bank on setting something aside 
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lo get the most out of your 
money you need to decide what 
you are saving for. Is it an emer- 
gency pot for the proverbial 
rainy day. or are you saving for 
something specific such as a 
holiday? Then you should have 
some idea of how long to plan 
to save for and how much notice 
you are prepared to give when 
you want access to your money. 

If you want instant access 
you no longer have to accept 
pitifully low rates of interest. 
The best deals tend to be on 
instant access postal accounts, 
which typically involve sending 
a withdrawal form to the bank 
or building society that send you 
a cheque by return of post. 

But some building societies, 
such as Nationwide, now offer 
instant access postal accounts 
with a cashpoint card for use in 
emergencies. You can open this 
account with just £1 and interest 
starts at 6.7 per cent, rising to 
6.85 per cent for over £10,000 
and 7 per cent over £25,000. ■ 

It is also worth checking out 
the instant access accounts 


offered by the new-style banks 
run by supermarkets and insur- 
ance companies. Among the 
best instant access accounts is 
Sainsbury Bank’s, which pays a 
flat rate of 6/5 per cent on sav- 
ings of £1 or more, while Scot- 
tish Widows Bank offers 6-9 per 
cent on balances of £500 or more. 

Postal accounts requiring a 
notice period tend to offer better 
rates of interest but usually re- 
quire a relatively high minimum 
balance. For example. Chelsea 
Bidding Society’s POST-tel Op- 
tion 40 postal account requires 
a minimum balance of £5,000 
and 40 days’ notice before mak- 
ing a withdrawal. In return you 
earn 755 percent interest If you 
are prepared to give a longer 
notice period, you could consider 
Legal & General Bank’s 60-day 
notice postal account, which 
pays 7.65 per cent on £2500. 

For those prepared to save a 
set amount on a regular basis 
there is a wide range of accounts 
available. You usually have to 
save a set amount fora fixed pe- 
riod in return for an enhanced 


rate of interest. Bradford & 
Bingiev. for example, offers 7.15 
per cent if you agree to save a 
fixed amount between £10 and 
£100 a month for three years. 

If you are able to save for five 
years, you should open a tax- 
exempt special savings account 
(Tessa). You can save up to 
£9,000 - £3,0(10 in year one, 
£L800 in years two. three and 
four, and £600 in year five. Tes- 
sas are tax-free providing you do 
not withdraw more than the net 
annual interest each year. This 
makes them the best paying ac- 
counts on offer for taxpayers. 

'Tessas are due to be replaced 
in April 1999 by the new ISAs 
[individual savings accounts], so 
it makes sense to open one now 
if you can," says Darren Stevens 
of Chelsea Building Society. 
“They stfli make good sense be- 
cause any Tessa opened prior to 
the introduction of ISAs can be 
seen through to the end of its 
term. Regular savers and lump 
sum investors should take advan- 
tage oflessas as long as they can." 

- Abigail Montrose 
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13% p.a.* TAX-FREE. 
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PERFORMANCE RANKINGS 



| •viar.SCsXcf'l 

! Group • 

i 

;yr 

2 y r s 

oyrs 

-yrs 5\rs 

** 

"yrs 

6 Vi'S 

Svrs 



; Schroder 

136 120 113 107 85 

75 

58 

68 

51 

] 

31 j 

- M-&G 

43 

56 

57 

50 30 

28 

37 

39 

43 

33 'j 

Perpetual 

60 

•72 

55 

51 22 

7 

7 

14 

.6 

3 j 

Barclays 

Unicorn 

39 

38 

39 

40 40 

44 

51 

47 

72 

i 

j 

69 i 

Fidelity 

72 

60 

50 

41 10 

17 

28 

63 

22 

9 ! 


Extracts from Investment tnteiligaj’.ce - Group Weighted Pcrfcrmar.cc Tables cl 
nil unit trust management groups: cumulative to 1.1.SS ■ 


Get your PEP from the 
star long-term performer 
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YEARLY RETURNS 


It isn’t just the rich who get richer. 

Everyone has the chance to enjoy impressive tax-free 
returns at the Woolwich. All you need to start saving in one 
of our top-performing PEPs is £25 a month. 

Fbr example, if you’d invested £100 per month in our UK 
Stockmarket Fund when it was launched in January 1991. 
you'd have seen your money grow to £12.696. That’s an 
average of over 13.1% p.a.* Better still, you wouldn’t have 
had to pay a penny in tax. 

Why not talk to one of our friendly advisers about how 
easy, painless and profitable saving in a Woolwich PEP could 
be. Just pop into your local Woolwich branch or call us on the 
number below, quoting reference IRS17/1. For your security, 
telephone conversations may be recorded. 

-sour* i*. ■*' »«: »■ T 1 

hafl an ***** anflUBfeM eo-m * CU3*. tar an feasor** * U > 00 Be. month. 

Get much more with the 

WOOLWICH 

0345 62 63 62 
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.A. A. s a unit trust or PEP investor, you’re looking above all 
for consistent long-term performance. And, as you can see, 
you need look no further than Jupiter. 

Jupiter’s unit trusts are concentrated in the UK and Europe 
where the majority of PEP investment must be made - with little 
exposure to volatile Far Eastern and other overseas markets. 

Jupiter’s range of unit trusts has. on average, 
handsomely outperformed those of the five largest unit trust 
groups over every cumulative annual period from one to ten 
years, as shown in the table above. 

Furthermore, Jupiter has been first or second among all 


unit trust management groups for nine out of the past ten 
cumulative annual periods to 1.1.98 - a consistency of 
performance unmatched by any other group. 

For details on tire Jupiter PEP and/or our unit trusts, talk to 
your financial adviser, call us free now, or return the coupon. 



Jupiter 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 98 


To: Investor Support. Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd., Knightsbridge House, 197 Knlghtsbridge, London SW7 1RB 
Please send me further information on: The Jupiter PEP Q Jupiter Unit Trusts Q PEP Transfer Q 


Print Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms) Address 


PostCode Jndi7.oi 
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Prepare for 
new accounts 


Once upon a time, tax-free 
investments meant PEPs and Tessas, 
two savings vehicles introduced by 
the previous Conservative 
administration. But from April 1999 
Labour's brave new plan, the 
Individual Savings Account, comes 
into force. Simon Read guides us 
through its implications. 


To anyone pl annin g to make regular savings, 
the proposed Individual Savings Accounts 
(ISAs) look like offering valuable tax benefits. 
After they are introduced in April 1999. they 
will allow you to save up to £5,000 a year in a 
variety of different ways, including up to 
£1,000 in a deposit account and up to £1.000 
though an insurance company policy - including 
old-style with-profits endowments which have 
a element of life cover. 

The attraction of ISAs will be that all g a in s 
will be free of personal tax liabilities. As such, 
they will be replacing the existing personal equity 

plans (PEPs) and tax-exempt special savings 
accounts (Tessas). Indeed, cash in PEPs and 
Tessas must be transferred to the new account. 
PEP holders will have until 5 October 1999 to 
transfer their savings into an ISA. Those with 
a Tessa will have to wait until it reaches ma- 
turity before they have to transfer the proceeds. 

Both PEPs and Tessas have been responsi- 
ble for encouraging many people to get the 
regular savings habit. Some financial experts, 
however, claim that the new ISAs will not be 
such an attractive proposition. This is largely 
because of the planned introduction of a new 
lifetime limit of £50.000 on the accounts. 

■‘The savings habit will not flourish as the 
Government would have wished, even as we 
enter the 1998 PEP season, unless they realise 
that a lifetime limit is a disincentive for peo- 
ple to save now," says Marc Syfvain, managing 
director of Fidelity Investments. **We are urg- 
ing the Government to reconsider this element 
of the ISA package. It serves neither the in- 
vestors' nor the Government's interests.’' 

Don Clark, managing director of Wolver- 
hampton-based IFA TorquQ Clark, agrees. “I 
think the imposition of such an arbitrary limit 
will have a detrimental effect on savings,” he 
says. ‘'The buy it or lose it mentality which has 
helped made PEPs a success will disappear. I 
would like to see the limit abolished altogether 
or increased to £100,000." 

This could happen. The ISA proposals are 
precisely that - proposals. Interested parties have 
untfl the end of January to persuade the Gov- 
ernment to change its mind on any aspect of 
the ISA This indudes the proposed £50,000 life- 


time limit. Don Dark, for one, thinks a rethink 
on this is highly possible. “I feel that the £50,000 

limit is far from final at the moment,” he says. 

You can help change the Government's 
mind. If you wish to lobby for a higher limit, 
write to your MP or to Keith Brown at the 
Inland Revenue, Room 234, Southwest Wing. 
Bush House, London WC2B 4RD. 

Until the exact details of the ISA are finally 
announced, it will be a little difficult to know 
how to prepare for the new savings accounts. 
Do nothing yet suggests Andrew Barker, op- 
erations director of Skipton Financial Services, 
the independent financial advice arm of the 
Skipton Building Society. He cautions in- 
vestors: '“The best approach is to wait and see. 
ISA providers will not be able to publish details 
of their new accounts for a considerable time, 
not while the rules that will govern them can 
still be subject to change.” 

All PEP holders will get statements of their 
accounts in April 1999. They will then have until 
October to switch to a new ISA that their plan 
manager is likely to be offering them. To make 
the transfer at the time, they will simply need 
to return a tear-off slip. Most PEP managers 
have already committed themselves to making 
no additional charges for the transfer. 

Tessa holders will have until their accounts 
mature before they have to transfer the cash 
into an ISA Wise savers will therefore start a 
new Itssa between now and April 1999 to get 
the additional tax allowance. You are allowed 
to save up to £9,000 over five years in a Tessa. 
Anyone starting a Tessa before April 1999 will, 
therefore, have five years of the tax benefits. 
They will also be able to save up to £5.000 in 
an ISA for the additional tax-free gains. 

“The ISA heralds some improvements over 
its tax-free predecessors. As well as allowing 
instant access to your fund, something that you 
cannot do with Tessas and some of the other 
tax-free savings schemes without losing the tax 
advantages, they will also widen the range of 
qualifying investments to National Savings and 
life assurance,” points out Mr Barker. 

“However, these improvements pale into 
insignificance when compared with the eventual 
removal of tax credits for dividends and the 
introduction of a lifetime savings limit of 
£50,000 for investors.” 

Despite these shortcomings, ISAs will still 
offer a savings haven, free from income and 
capital gains tax, and you might even win one 
of the 50 monthly prizes of £1,000 to com- 
pensate for the disadvantages. 


How to 
retire in 
greater 
comfort 


Saving regularly as part 
of pension planning is 
one of the most 
sensible things any of us 
can do. There are many 
ways to do this, but as 
Tony Lyons warns, the 
earlier you start, the 
better. 


Independent financial adviser Towry Law has pro- 
duced a free consumer guide to Individual 
Savings Accounts which is available from Towry 
Law, Baylis House, Stoke Pages Lane, Slough. 
Berkshire SL1 3PB. or phone 0345 868244. 


Relying on the state for a rea- 
sonable pension is foolhardy 
at best. The basic stale pension 
in the future will not go very 
far and probably won't keep 
anyone off the poverty line. 

When the Government un- 
veils its ideas about the new 
“stakeholder pension", which 
will provide a second-tier pen- 
sion. later this year, it may go 
some way to filling the gap 
between being poor and being 
comfortable in retirement. 

But to ensure an adequate 
income after you retire, you 
should start saving now. 

“Lots of people put off 
star ting a pension plan because 
they think they have left it too 
late,” says Tony Woods, mark- 
eting director of Virgin Direct. 
“But it's never too late. Obvi- 
ously, the younger you start the 
better, but people should start 
as soon as they can." 

tf you work for an employer 
with a company pension 
scheme, then joining it will 
usually provide the best means 
of ensuring a comfortable re- 
tirement. Up to 15 percent of 
your income can be saved in the 
scheme and you will receive re- 
lief at your top rate of tax on 
the money you plough in. Ybu 
may find your company wffl con- 
tribute a reasonable amount or 
even guarantee certain benefits 
to you at retirement depend- 
ing on length of service. 

If there is no such scheme 



-WHEN YOU' 

GIVE UP WORK? 


HZ If you want to plan on retiring comfortably, better start 
now. By discovering how a little put away early in Investment 
Trust shares could turn into a tidy sum by the time you retire. 

Making it happen couldn’t be easier. And you can start 
investing from as little as $25 per month. 

So why not clip the coupon and find out more about 
Investment Trusts from the AITC, the association 
that speaks for Investment Trust companies. 

Or phone 0171 431 5222, quoting reference NA. 

THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 


I'm interested in rinding out about how Investment Trusts can help me retire 
comfortably. Please send me your information pack. 

l.MrtMrs/Miss/Mst initials Surname 
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Step lively: The earlier y° u 
begin paying into a pension 
the easier it is 
Photograph: Geraint Lewis 
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where you work, you are self- 
employed or you have other 
earnings, then you could look 
at personal pension plans. 
Don't be put off because they 
can be difficult to understand, 
have complex rules and have 
received bad publicity over the 
past few years because of bad 
rais-scliing in the 1980s. 

The earlier you start, the 
better. Tb provide £1.000 a 
year of pension al today's prices 
at age 60. a 25-year-old man 
needs to save £35 a month in a 
personal pension, while a 
woman would have to contri- 
bute £39. For a 30-year-old- the 
contributions go up to £40 and 
£45 a month respectively. But 
if you do nothing about your 
pension until you are 50, you 


will have to pay in £101 or £1 13- 
Women pay more because 
they live longer, so they receive 
pensions for a longer period. 

“We find that the biggest 
barrier to people starting a 
pension is that they don’t be- 
lieve how generous the tax 
breaks are," says Mr Woods. 
“A personal pension is the sav- 
ings vehicle with the most 
mind-blowing tax breaks.” 

This is because you get full 
tax relief on your premiums. If 
you are a basic-rate taxpayer, 
thismeans£l of investment for 
every 77p you pay in. If you pay 
tax at the higher rate, it will 
cost you 60p. Tb put it another 
way, the Government tops up 
your contributions so that a 
£250 investment will onlv cost 


a basic-rate taxpayer £19Z50 
and a higher-rate person £150. 

Because of the generous tax 

relief, the roles on contribu- 
tions are strict Only earnings 
up to £84,000 can be taken into 
account for most people, and 
the percentage of this that 
can be invested is determined 
by your age, as in the table. , . 

Most pensions sold today 
are equity linked. This means 
th^r your savings are invested 
in stocks and shares. While 
these go up and down in value, 
over the long term they have 
outperformed all other con- 
ventional types of investment 
While performance of the 
underlying investments is of 
the greatest concern, so is the 
c h ar ging structure imposed 
by the pension plan provider. 

In the past, personal pen- 
sion plans attracted very high 
charges with significant penal- 
ties if payments were changed 
or stopped. Nowadays, with the 
rise of providers who sell direct, 
the charges are more reason- 
able while the newer plans 
have become more flexible. 

So always look for a com- 
pany with low charges and 


Pension contributions 

Age on 

6 April 

Maximum % 
of earnings 

Under 35 

17.5 

36-45 

20 

46-50 

25 

51-55 

30 

56-60 

35 

61-74 

40 


flexible rules. Independent fi- 
nancial advisers can help but 
may charge a fee if you want 
to compare traditional com- 


panies with the newer breed rf 
direct providers/ : ^ • ' 

According to a number of ; 
recent swveyswhidi looked at - 
the projected values of various rf ; 

pereonal pemion plans, com-;: =■' 

ponies that seem to offer the 
best returns include Equitable ; ; 
Life, Scottish Widows, Legal & , 
General Direct, Eagle Star 
Direct and Virgin. The keylo; . 
the ability of these companies. ' 

to project higher than average • 1 

returns “all boils down to our 
low running costs’', says Nigel 
Webb, senior manager 3t Eqv . 

uitable Life. “If you have low : 

expenses you can offer savers - 
a good deal- We employ just ' 
400 salespeople, who are paid - 
sal aries not commission,' and 
they generate a lot offousness.* 

Anyone taking out a pen- , 
sion plan has to stipulate their 
retirement date at the outset. - 
The minimum age you can take 1 
die proceeds is 5Ch If you stop - ^ 
working earlier than thedate 
you specified, yon could be pe- 
nalised, although many newer . ' 

schemes do now allow for this. ' 

You should, therefore; 
choose a variety of ways of 
saving. Picking a number of 
different plans, with different . 
retirement dates, is one solu- ; 
don so long as you stay with- 
in the overall contribution 
Unfits. You can also use per- . 
sonal equity plans, and indi- 
vidual savings accounts when' 
they become available in 15 
months time, as an additional 
way to invest for retirement. 

Whatever you do, make 
sure you that yon regularly in- 
vest now so that you will be 
able to enjoy a comfortable re- 
tirement later. Most pension 
experts recommend that you 
save at least 10 percent of your 
income. The oideryou are, or 
the later you start, the higher 
this should be. 


fhe 


SIMPLY THE BEST 

PEP discounts in the UK 



We are a DISCOUNT BROKER which means we 
rebate to investors the commissions of up to 5% 
charged when you buy direct or through conventional 
brokers. From 1st February 1998 to 541 k April 1998 
our norma! £25 handling fee will be waived. 


We are INDEPENDENT, so we offer a huge range of 
investment options from all the UK’s leading 
investment companies. 


We are HIGHLY EXPERIENCED - El son 
Associates has been established since 19S7 and over 
40,000 clients come to us to arrange their PEPS. 


Don’t miss the boat! 

Applications for 1997/98 PEPs must be 
received at our offices «by 2nd April 1998 at 
the latest. 


We offer PERSONAL SERVICE in a way that 
continues to reflect our family-founded origins. 


We aim tp offer the HIGHEST PEP DISCOUNTS 
IN THE UK. As volume dealers in PEPs, we are able 
to negotiate the very best terms for our clients. 


Opening a new PEP? 

Unhappy with the performance of your existing PEP? 
Looking for reduced charges? 


For further information, cut out and return the coupon below to Elson Associates, FREEPOST DTI 138, 
1 8 Maxwell Road. Welling, Kent DA 16 1 BR or alternatively call us free on 


E 


0500 691790 


LS ON 


www.elson.iii.co.uk 




SSOCIATES 





Name .... 
Address. 


Postcode. 


I am particularly interested in a (company) PEP. 

Please send me the relevant application form together with the discount information 


The value of investments and any income from them can go down as well as up and you may not get back the amount invested. Current tax levels and reliefs . 
will depend on your individual circumstances. From 6th April 1999 tax credits will not be red ai triable an PEPs. The Government p»hK<fo*t a consultative ■ t 
document tn December 1997 on proposals for individual Savings Accounts USA's) I o be launched in April 1999. The terras and limits Cot convening juj : \ 
existing PEP into an ISA are being considered us part of the consuiuuoo- We do not offer advice as to the suitability of the invest ments you buy through us. If . 
you have any doubt whether an investment is suitable for you, you should obtain expert advice. 
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EMU threatens housing 
boom and bust for Britain 


The croynism at the heart of Asia’s crisis 



Despite the steady stream of news reports 
chronicling the latest events in Japan, Korea 
and Indonesia, I suspecr few people in this 
country have any clear sense of exactly 
what is happening, beyond the feeling that 
crisis is probably an appropriate term for what 
is taking place. 

My crystal ball is certainly no better than 
anyone else’s, but what is clear is that there 
are two distinct sides to what is happening. 
One is the developing economic and finan- 
cial crisis in a number of Asian countries, all 
of whom trade with each other and there- 
fore are vulnerable to contagion from each 
other's problems. 

At the root of the problem is the appar- 
ent indication that the so-called Asian mir- 
acle is running out of steam. The rapid growth 
of the past 20 years is slowing down, with 
many of the tiger economies which led the 
way now showing signs of losing their com- 
petitive edge. The Japanese economy has 
been stalled for several years now, with its 
Government unable to find effective mea- 
sures to restimulate growth, but what is new 
is that the second tier of Asian countries, such 
as Korea and Indonesia, are also now feel- 
ing the heat, with their currencies weaken- 
ing and their industries afflicted by over 
capacity and rapidly disappearing demand. 

This in turn has been compounded by a 
serious banking crisis of the kind that tra- 
ditionally follows periods of rapid growth, 
with many banks and banking institutions 
which lent freely in the years of fat, finding 
themselves over exposed. This financial 
crisis has exposed many of the fault lines in 
the way that these countries have managed 
their financial affairs - loo much cronyism, 
too many complex interparty loans, a collapse 
in collateral values, and so on (not that this 
is a problem from which western banks have 
been immune in the past!). 

After years of effective state control, the 
Japanese have finally allowed a leading 
bank and a large stockbroking firm to go bust 
but there are many more financial institu- 
tions which are technically insolvent. With 


no inflation to erode the value of their bad 
debts, it seems clear Lhat it is going to take 
quite a long time for tbe bad debts and 
financial problems in many of the leading 
Asian countries to be worked out of the 
system. 

Tbe second aspect of the crisis is the 
reaction of tbe financial markets to this un- 
folding story of newly apparent economic 
problems. As always tends to happen in such 
circumstances, sentiment towards Asia as a 
focus of investment is rapidly turning sour. 
The wild exuberance which led many stock- 
broking firms to carry on peddling the 
merits of the Tokyo stock market when it was 


ago, have also started to take frigbt at the 
way the crisis is developing, retreating to 
“safer” havens. 

The stock market statistics tell their own 
story. Of the 15 largest developed country 
markets last year, only one went down lasL 
year - and that was Japan (which fell 21 per 
cent and is currently stuck in a trading range 
around the 14.000-15.000 level). 

All the other 14 markets rose. Of the 1 1 
leading stock markets in Asia, only three - 
China, India and Taiwan - rose in local 
currency terms. Most of the others were 
down, by anything between 20 per cent and 
60 per cent over the year. Not surprisingly. 



No longer like the bullet train: Japan’s economy has been stalled for several years 


absurdly overvalued in the late 1980s is being 
replaced by unmistakable signs of anxiety in 
many markets. 

Typically. Hong Kong, the most volatile 
of all the world's leading stock markers, is 
taking a lead again (was it only a year ago 
that the market was booming?), but institu- 
tional investors in Europe and the United 
States, who were merrily still buying into both 
the Asian and emerging markets story a year 


virtually all UK unit and investment trusts 
invested in Asia, either as country or regional 
funds, have taken a pasting over the past year. 

The latest performance statistics paint a 
sorry picture. In the year to mid-December, 
for example, the average Japan-only unit trust 
was down by 28 per cent over one year. 39 
per cent over three years and 3 per cent over 
seven years. The average Far East fund 
(excluding Japan ) is still comfortably ahead 


over seven years (plus 60 per cent), but down 
32 per cent over both one and three years. 
Because of widening discounts, equivalent 
investment trusts have turned in an even 
worse performance. As these are average 
results, some of the individual fund outcomes 
are inevitably worse still - pity the poor in- 
vestor who opted to buy a Thailand unit trust 
three years ago. It has lost nearly SO per cent 
of its value over the period. 

But what now? There is no question that 
the crisis, in both economics and sentiment, 
is a real one. Conventional wisdom now is: 
avoid the region like the plague. It is too risky. 
But. of course, for many Asian countries the 
advice is far too late. The risk has been there 
from the beginning in many Asian countries: 
it is tbe flip side of tbe above average re- 
turns which the region has generated for 
most of the 1990s. The case for buying in- 
dividual country funds outside Europe or 
the United States has always seemed weak 
to me. given the specific risks involved in 
many in dividual emerging markets. Regional 
funds are not much better, in my view, un- 
less you really think you are capable of dis- 
tinguishing which region is going to do better 
than another. 

As I said last month, bowever, the case 
for.putling a modest amount of money into 
a diversified emerging markets investment 
trust at a discount of 20 per cent is another 
matter. Provided you are a genuinely long 
term investor, the value looks attractive to 
me. It is. after all, when things are at their 
gloomiest that the best bargains become 
available. 

It will undoubtedly spill over and affect our 
own stock markets in due course, though how 
badly is impossible to say. The oLher lesson 
to remember is that just because markets keep 
going up, it does not mean they cannot be 
overvalued at the same time. Just look back 
to what they were saying about how attrac- 
tive Japanese shares still looked in 1988/89 
on a p/e ratio of 60! Even in markets, where 
hopes are free and plentiful reality has a nasty 
habit of catching up in the end. 


The fool’s approach to investment is not to be jeered at 




ROBIN AMLOT 


INTERNET 

INVESTOR 


After the way the stock market 
has been behaving recently, 
plenty of investors, both pro- 
fessional and private, may be 
feeling a little foolish about 
some of their investment de- 
cisions. However, there is one 
website which glories in its 
foolishness -The Motley FooL 

The original Motley Fool 
site was first established in the 
US in 1993, which makes it 
positively ancient by web 
standards. In an interview on 
the b usin ess television channel 
CNBC, one of the Fool’s 
founders, Tom Gardner, 
commented: “ft's your time 
horizon, really. We concern 
ourselves with 15 and 20-year 
returns. And the market has 
often focused just on tbe next 
15 to 20 minutes.” 

The Motley Fool name 
comes directly from Shake- 
speare’s. 4s Trbu Like It. Jacques 


says in Act II, scene VH: "A 
fool a fool, I see a fool i‘ the 
forest, a motley fool", going on 
to say “I am ambitious for a 
motley coat" and ■'Motley's the 
only wear". 

Motley was the parti- 
coloured garment worn by 
Elizabethan court jesters. 

The jester, as well as being 
a sort of medieval stand-up co- 
median and down rolled into 
one. was also the only chap who 
could get away with telling 
home truths to the monarch 
without having his head re- 
moved from bis shoulders. 

The Motley Fool’s stated 
aims are to educate, amuse, and 
enrich the individual investor, 
“to prove to you that the best 
person to manage vour money 
is YOU on the grounds that no 
one wifi have your financial 
well-being as dose to their 
heart as you do yourself". 


The site looks to demon- 
strate that the key to investment 
success is doing one's home- 
work and that such "home- 
work" can be fun. 

The website is dedicated to 
creating wealth by investing in 
shares and only shares: not 
options*, not futures, not com- 
modities. The Fi>nl is not even 
particularly fond of unit trust;, 
and other muLual funds, given 
the costs of poorly performing 
fund managers. 

Unusually, the Motley Fool 
is “foolish enough ' to pul its 
money where hs mouth is. In 
addition to all the information 
and instruction the site carries, 
it also runs three real-money 
model portfolios: the B’*ol Port- 
folio; the Boring Portfolio and 
the Drip Portfolio. 

These demonstrate methods 
of portfolio management and 
arc the closest the site actually 


comes to giving stock “tips". 
However . to ensure that it is not 
laid open to charges of price 
manipulation, any changes to 
the portfolios are announced in 
advance of trade. 

On the web. the Motley 
Fool is targeted at a l_*S audi- 
ence. However, it also offers 
a service designed for UK in- 
vestors. Fool UK is part of the 
services offered by AOL UK. 

It does not tout specific 
investment products. The web- 
site makes its money from 
carrying advertising, usage 
charges paid bv AOL. and 
selling books and a variety- of 
other products in the Fbokhop 
online. 

Fool UK includes share 
prices, a guide to “Beat the 
Footsie”, what it claims is an 
idiot-proof 10-step guide to 
investing in the UK market and 
daih market news. 


In addition to this site con- 
tent. Fool UK offers message 
boards where AOL members 
can share their own investment 
ideas. 

If you already have web ac- 
cess you can see the US Mot- 
ley Fool site but you will not be 
able to view Fool UK unless you 
are a member of AOL. 

AOL which used to call it- 
self America Online but now 
prefers the acronym, claims to 
be the largest internet service 
provider in the world, with 10 
million members, including 
more than 250.000 in the LTK. 
If you are not an AOL mem- 
ber. you can download AOL 
software and take out trial 
membership from tbe AOL 
website. 

The Motley Fool website: 
www.foolcom 
AOL: www.aoLco.uk 


Pensions 


by pho 
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The UK mortgage 
market may need a big 
shake-up before Britain 
is ready to join EMU. 
Paul Slade reports. 


Bringing UK interest rates into 
line with continental ones to 
qualify for European Monetary 
Union in 1999 could bring a re- 
turn to boom -or -bust for the 
UK bousing market, a new re- 
port warns. 

Geoffrey Meen. of Oxford 
Economic Forecasting, an in- 
dependent think-tank, says UK 
interest rates would have to fall 
by 2 per cent or 3 per cent to 
match those elsewhere in Eu- 
rope. This could lead to re- 
newed volatility for UK house 
prices, he argues. 

Cancelling out the effect of 
a 2 per cent drop in interest 
rates on joining EMU would 
mean an extra 3p in the pound 
on income tax. His preferred 
solution is a small subsidy for 
those taking a fixed-rate loan, 
to encourage LHC borrowers to 
act more like those on the 
Continent. About 80 per cent 
of mortgage debt in the UK is 
variable rate, against 50 per cent 
in Italy and just 5 per cent in 
Germany and France. The 


higher the proportion of vari- 
able-rate debt, the more the 
country's housing market will 
react to interest rate changes. 

Mr Meen says the cost of 
fixed and variable-rate loans at 
the moment are dose enough 
to need only a small subsidy, and 
he suggests mortgage interest 
relief (Miras) should be given 
only to those with a fixed-rate 
loan. But some mortgage ex- 
perts are scepticaL Ian Darby of 
independent mortgage advisers 
John Cbarcoi doubts whether 
Miras alone would provide 
much of an incentive, particu- 
larly as the value of the relief is 
to drop to 10 per cent on 6 April 

this year. He says: “If you did 
have 2 per cent off interest rates, 
you could buy a five-year fix at 
about 6 per cent.” 

Simon Tyler of Chase de 
Vere Mortgage Management 
believes the real impact of 
Britain joining EMU for LJK 
borrowers would be other Eu- 
ropean lenders entering our 
markeL 

He says: “Once we’d been in 
EMU five years, it will be a 
more competitive market for 
borrowers as welL But, right 
now, we’ve got probably the 
most competitive mortgage 
marker we've ever seen in the 
UK.” 


Don’t be shy of 
retiring. Boost your 
company pension now. 


No matter when you plan to retire you will want to be able 
to enjoy life. Bur will your company pension allow you to do all 
that you would liker* 

To receive the maximum pension available you would 
typically have to be part of the same company pension scheme 
for 40 years. Moreover, if you have changed your job. even once, 
it could dramatically reduce your pension. 

Topping up your company pension with an Equitable Free- 
Standing Additional Voluntary Contributions Scheme can help 
make up the difference so chat you can afford to enjoy life when 
you have more time to do so. 

You are digifcde far tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Remember that the value of tax relief available will depend 
on individual circumstances and current legislation can change in 
the future. 

What’s more, we don't believe in paying commission to third 
parties for tbe introduction of new business, so please contact us 
direct 

If you would like more information by post and by telephone 
call us on (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 
www.equhablexo.uk 

For your security your telephone caD may lie recorded 

In forni ad on/advice will only be £tvea aa Estimable group products 
Regulated by ebe Personal Investment Authority 
TOE ajUTtABlE LIFE. FREEPOST. WALTON STREET, AYLESaiW. BUQ3NC.HAMSHIHE HP2! :BR 


To: Tbe Equitable Life. FREEPOST. Wdtuo Street, AYLESBURY. Bw*s HP: I 7 BR j 
1 would welcome mfornution oa The Equitable’* Free- Standing AVC plans Q l 

INVFaA I 

NAME I Mr Mrs Mi* J 1 



to parapKT ifct Cimpar odu)t 
V* o3i ui xtaifliEj «S jrxwt 
n&r drut tf ho I T U . m Madd proa 
10 Mnr Bu lurtto akuDice Irrii u, 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


Fu, ,nur peuf evt ion , *«ur call* to Scottish Wldovs may be reco 


8.00 am to 10.00 pm.... 7 davs a week.... 


l\ow you can pick up the phone and get 


pensions information or advice and even 


set up a plan , quickly and without fuss. 


S COTTIS H WIDOWS 

Looking good for vour pension. 


ic-c-nMii ”■< A C r*. / 5** ^“1 ill «»r rails i o tour Independent Financial Adviser. 

Please telephone quoting re!: 2SbDHJ2 O / 07 1 V ^ 

. . , II I., I. I . 1 . • |. vt.l-.- • I Ill- I- F- bs»lll>b Widow' 1 Fund ind Lite Assurance Sucielt ReeulaU-d b* the Personal ln> mcnl Authnrin 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Free guide to making the 
most of your investments 



WESLEYAN 


hjjrriif- 

Title Initials Sumamei 



Address. 


Postcode. 


Tel (Inc STD). 


r-iTick the box if you would prefer not to receive further information on 
■— 1 Wesleyan Assurance investment services Ref.i 2795 


Ring 0868 .137 87 4| 


Send to: Independent/Wesleyan Assurance Free Guide 

FREEPOST M!D 00001 , Swindcn Wilts SN3S 1 XZ 


Eveiyone likes the idea of saving money. It’s where to start that 
b the problem. Which savings schemes to choose from, assessing 
the risk and volatility of various equity-linked products - it's 
enough to make you want to spend all your money instead. 

A new guide by Steve Lodge, personal finance editor on 
the Independent on Sunday, can help you make those diffi- 
cult decisions. It takes savers through the many options avail- 
able. It also briefly discusses retirement planning. The guide, 
sponsored by Wesleyan Financial Services, the mutual insurance 
company, is available free by calling OSOQ 1879749. Or Fill in 
the coupon above. 


DIRECT LINE RATES 


SAVINGS RATES 


Direct Line Instant Access Account 




MORTGAGE RATE 


Direct Line Standard Variable Mi 


VARIABLE RATE 


7.94% 




Rate 







Direct Line Personal Loans 

AMOUNT OF LOAN 


£3.000 


£6.000 


^10,000 



Afl rein c or rect at 12th January ITO. 


0181 667 1121 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 



0181 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 


1 (DIRECT LINE) 


anmtuBnctBne.co.uk 


Source: Direct Line Ftnondal Services. For farther information about 
the Dinar Line products fisted above, please plume the appropriate 
number quoting ref. INDBB42 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IP YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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BRIAN TORA 



A little panic 
would not 
hurt 


It is becoming rather difficult 
to ignore the Far East The 
roller-coaster ride in Hong 
Kong and other markets may 
seem of little consequence in 
the Square Mile, but we may 
yet find the Asian conta- 
gion is not confined to the 
Pacific Rim. 

The UK investment com- 
munity has had a long-stand- 
ing love affair with the Far 
East and the arguments have 
been all too familiar largo 
populations with aspirations 
and a strong work ethic: high 
savings ratios: commercial 
flare. The trouble is that even 
though all these factors are 
present they no longer work. 
So where did it all go wrong? 

Dr Mahathir Mohammed, 
Malaysia's Prime Minister, 
recently extolled the virtues 
of his country. He likened the 
strong growth achieved to a 
river in flood. The rocks be- 
neath the surface were con- 
cealed by the floodwater. In 
this case the rocks appear to 
have been profligate lending, 
skill shortages and poor man- 
agement. The speed at which 
Far Hast growth hit the 
buffers was quite alarming. 
And yet, this time last year, 
no one was expecting it. 

Worries over the likely 
knock-on effects have been 
enough to generate a little in- 
trospection in the US markeL 
Prices there have retrenched 
by some lOper cent, but there 
is still tittle sign of panic in Will 
Street Indeed the reaction in 
North America and Europe 
seems more like indifference. 
But does the end of a period 
of high growth really matter? 

Much depends upon what 
happens next. That world 


growth will be affected is 
undoubted. There is now 
much less money around the 
Pacific Rim and demand for 
manufactured goods must 
decline. Many countries must 
be hoping that they can ex- 
port their way out of trouble. 
Indeed given the devalua- 
tions, we can expect cheap 
Asian goods on offer hern be- 
fore long. Thai does not au- 
gur well for some industries, 
both in Europe and America. 

Interestingly, it is the pace 
of growth in South-east .Asia 
that helped create the prob- 
lem. In some areas, skill 
shortages drove up wages 
and reduced competitiveness. 

One of the aspects of 
these recent developments 
has been to highlight the 
over-capacity in many areas 
of manufacturing production. 
Improved techniques, better 
inventory management and 
the continuing forward march 
of information technology 
have brought great changes. 
Still, if you can’t afford to 
spend the money, the choice 
is between stockpiling goods 
and closing whole production 
lines down. The latter seems 
inevitable. The worry must be 
that social unrest could follow. 

The message so far for the 
developed world has been, 
don't panic but a little bit of 
panic may now be appropri- 
ate. And we ail need to keep 
our fingers crossed that 
things on the other side of the 
world do not get too much 
worse before they get better. 


Brian Tora is chairman of the 
investment strategy committee 
at Greig Middleton, snick- 
brokers. 


BEST BORROWING RATES 
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UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 
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WBbloannee WBwot 

£183-75 C16EL38 

Mu LTV Mi Tem 


Ctpnsdae Part 0800 240Q24 
Roval Ban* 0 1 Scoted 0800 121121 


97V 

107* 


Neg 

70* 


ESLOStt*.' 

£25Kc£i00K 3 ynre to n»wrt 


nsiOrecr 


0345 . rooms' hj* . an. 




OVERDRAFTS 


ASmca.s lOcsaa JlJSOO 9595BS, 
Bart o> Scons*) 0500 601804 


ALLIANCE. 

QnaQwjie 


mnmtiBS 


0500302010. 


» / i-nt 

nOSKXOen 


irenred ifcamnd 

* pm APR % pn APR 

V .im;. 

11.0* 20-5% 

Q97« “li2»:^2SBC^!^ 


CREDIT CARDS 


Telephone Cam Type Mm 

Incur* 


RSB 
* pm 


APR 

« 


STANDARD 


CasUOneBa* 
RBS Axtyana 


QSOO.BB9aDO.Vfca 
0800 077770 «s 


ass*iu 

0 64* N 


flown FtaffltnglSAP 
BOLD CARDS 
CapfcJ OoeBar* 
CtHawamaanA 
rbsaowb 
STORE CARDS 


080 BB 3100 BnftstiLMBtlM/V N 1 ( 0 % L --- CW&vjN:^ tPrtjJL' ; 


0800 669000 Visa . E3JK. 

0315 21221? Base ftefe Visa £20K 


0800077770 Vfc* 


E2QC. L a84%(l 


csss* n ' 

060* n^O* El 20 46 Says 


Teiepnone 


Payment by abaci debt 
*PM APR 


JobnUMk ... 
MaitaA Spencer 

Seats . 


Vasiom ..; US* 

01744 661881 1 93* 


tin 

258* 


Via sue 


1.94% 


25.9%- 


Payment by mher methods 
%IW APR 

. >^*T ' yjv 
2D3% 273* 


A - MUOTum age 22 yre. Hoktas at compre»*n»w mate inararapaficy it tenda'sedsiio customers 

APR - Arnuahseo pocemape tam 

ASU - Acdoent 4dmess and mw rpl uy nie n l Insurance 

B+C-BJUngs and consents insurance 

H - rtgher rate apples d insutanca not anangad 

UV- Loan 1o value 

MP - Mortgage moemnSy pranum 

N - hsroduODry ratt tor a Imted period 

U - UnentpOymem kisuance 


All ram subbed to change without ndtea. Source.’ MOttEYFACTS 01602 S006 f7 15 January 1998 


BARGAIN BASEMENT 


Lombard Bank is offering per- 
sonal loans which range from 
13.9 per rent APR on advances 
below £4.999 to 11.9 per cent 
for loans above £8,000. Call 
0800 215000 

Nationwide Building Society 
is launching a two-year fixed- 
rale bond offering 7 per cent 


gross on deposits as low as £ 1 . 
Details from brunches. 

RBS Advanta is launching a 
new Platinum credit card 
charging 7.9 per cent until Jan- 
uary 1999. reverting thereafter 
to the standard rale, currently 
17.9 per cenL The card carries 
other benefits, including lost 


luggage and delayed journey 
insurance. Call 0800 077770. 

Jupiter is launching a new 
Global Opportunities unit mist 
investing in small and mid-cap 
shares world-wide. The funi 
which is PEPable. will allocate 
35 per cent of funds in the UK 
and 20 per cent in Europe, with 


10 per cent in bonds. There is 
a 1_25 percent discount until 16 
February on the 525 per cent ini- 
tial charge. Call 0171-412 0703. 

Credit Suisse Asset Man- 
agement is offering a 2 per cent 
discount on lump sum PEP in- 
vestments into a wide range of 
its funds. The normal initial 



730% N w 56 Pays 


charge is 5.25 per cenL Call 
0171-4262929. 

IHodos, the ethical invest- 
ment bank, is increasing rates 
paid on its Top Tessa account to 
75 per cent Call 0117 9739339. 

Wesleyan Financial Ser- 
vices, the mutually-owned 
insurer, is extending its guar- 


antee to its Homebuyer endow- 
ment policyholders that a 
policy maturing before 1 Jan- 
uary 2005 will repay the origi- 
nal loan. Call 0345 310310. ; 

Fleming has published a 
independently-written “Guide' 
to Savings for Children'’. Cafl - 
0500500161. ' 
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plans? 
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NORWICH 
UNION 


Wdcrads No one protects more. 



iN SI I -CAN Cl 


I WEST Ml N I s 111-. M T 1 1 < 


I would like more information on the products and services offered by Norwich Union Direct."! 

Pleaie compile this coupon In BLOCK CAPITALS and return ll to: Norwich Union Direct Freepost ANC*6a6, Norwich NRi jUD. 1 

17 ! 


Title 


tirtrial 


Address 




Date of Birth 
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LOWEST RATE IN THE UK 





O/ 

/O 


APR 

FIXED UNTIL 

JANUARY 1999 


Why pay more? 

NOANNtMt^ 



Why pay interest 
rates of 20% or more on 
your credit cards when 
you could pay the UK's 
lowest rale - 6.9% APR FIXED - with a 

Capital One VISA card? And there's No 
Annual Feet 

Just transfer your balance from 
your high interest cards to our low 
6.9% APR Capital One VISA card and you 
could SAVE, up to £266 in your first year*. 
And after January 1999 you'll only pay the 
low rate of 1 7.9% APR variable. 

The Capital One VISA card is accepted 
wherever you see the VISA sign, and you 
don't need to bank with us. Capital One 
is one of the oldest established credit 
card businesses in the world with over 
10 million customers world-wide. 

So why not start saving money today? 
lust give us a call now on 0800 66 9000 
££££ to apply for your 6.9% APR FIXED 
Capital One VISA card or request a FREE 



® CALL FREE 

0800669000 


AND QUOTE 1 474. <01 TO APPLY OH REQUEST 
A FREE INFORMATION PACK 


CapitaiOne 


information pack. 


Capital On» Bonk. Coni Santee. RO. Bat 317. 
NoW^hara. NG7 2WO. 
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PFRSONAI. PUN SIGNS 


Do you need a pension 
plan that’s ready for 
life s unexpected turns? 


iiCome 




No matter bow carefully you plan, life lias a h abi t of 
presenting us all with unexpected twists and turns. Early 
retirement; a change of career; children. All these can 
chan g e your circumstances, so you need a pension plan 
which is flexible enough to let you cope with any changes - 
without penalty! 

That is why you should consider an Equitable Pension 
Plan, which; 


• Lets you vary contributions - without 
penalty. 

• Juets you retire earlier than platmed - 
without penalty. 

• Provides a full return of fund in the 
event of death before retirement J 


Tlie Equitable Life does not pay commission to third' 1 
“ties for the introduction of new business. So, if you'd 
to know more, cal! us direct on (0990) 38 48 58 or send- 
off the coupon below for further information by. post «nri 
by telephone. 


www.equfeablexo.LEk 


For your *curiis your telephone call may be .reeorded 
Informaiion/advKe ■will only be given on Equiiablc group prodocts 
Regulated by tbe Personal iDYesanemAmhorny 
THE Equirme LIFE- wrapper winmBmfr MiBtmnv BuaaNGBAISHgE m»i TUB 
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COLLE CT TO 1 N yE ST 

A new 
dawn for 
Modern 
1 Brit Art? 

Private buyers are piling into 
the Modem British paintings 
market, which, in November 
sales, showed signs of blowing 
its top. John Windsor examines 
whether a peak has been 
reached. 



London calling: *The Weir’ by Julian Trevelyan fetched £7,130 in November 


Some auctioneers are trumpeting a top- 
down revival of the market, which 
crashed spectacularly in 1991-92, leav- 
ing some speculators with p ainting 
worth a third of what they had paid and 
Cork Street festocmed with lb Let signs. 

■! * The first auction since November’s 
headline prices is at Phillips on Tuesday 
('ll am) with estimates mostly under 
£1,000. Its target audience - new buy- 
ers with modest means - may well be 
confused: gong-banging for new Lowry 
and Spencer price records has become 
an annual event since the crash, while 
the market as a whole has been hauling 
itself up by its bootstraps. The leading 
dealer Leslie Addington warns: “It’s 
a gradual recovery, not complete - not 
a bad market, but not yet a strong one." 

There is not much action in the 
£1O0,OQO-£2OO,OOO range but the mar- 
ket under £20,000 is worth a look. 

First point to note is that with dealers 
u still strapped for cash and being outbid 
* by private buyers (Sotheby’s estimates 
85 per cent of its buyers are private and 
Christie’s estimates 70 per cent, a reverse 
of the pre-crash situation), market- 
making in specific names by dealers is 
only just be ginning a gain. Susannah 
Pollen of Sotheby’s reports thaL where- 
as previously she could predict vvhich lots 
would be carried off by which dealers, 
nowadays the bids are a product of “a 
hundred different whims” of private buy- 
ers. This makes it difficult for investors 
to spot price trends to follow. 

These days, whenever a dealer is seen 
buying up a name, the private buyer com- 


petition tends to pile in. For example. 
London dealer David Messum recently 
began bidding for the idiosyncratic 
figurative paintings of Julian Trevelyan 
RA (1910-19SS), who exhibited at the 
first International Surrealist exhibition 
in London in 1936, was associated with 
the London Group, and whose work will 
have a touring retrospective curated by 
Nicholas Usherwood, beginning in 
October at the RCA. where Trevelyan 
taught Hockney print making. 

Messum paid only £2,530 for 
Trevelyan’s Cretan Spring landscape, es- 
timated £ 2 , 5Q0-£3.5P0 at Christie’s 
South Kensington in September. But 
two months later, private bidders at 
Christie’s King Street saleroom forced 
him up to £7,130 for Trevelyan's The 
Weir, which carried the same estimate. 

Pre-recession, the dealers were the 
market-makers. They lent stability, 
knowing that they had to supply clients 
at reasonable prices while earning a 
margin for themselves. These days, out- 
bid and empty-handed, they smart 
under the auctioneer's hollow, "thank 
you for your support” on their way ouL 

The consolation is that the new pri- 
vate buyers are, for the most part, not 
speculators likely to bust the market by 
dumping at the first tremors of a wob- 
ble in prices. Their taste is towards ad- 
venturous fignratives rather than the 
Impressionist style. 

One dealer whose buying is worth 
watching is Spink-Leger, a marriage of 
two galleries injected with new money- 


last September by its owners, Christie’s. 
They Have been bidding aggressively for 
British watercolours and Modem Brits 
and will be holding a selling exhibition 
of 20ih century British artists in April. 

.Among them will he Henri Gaudier- 
Brzeska. killed in the first World War. 
Ten of his pencil and pen-and-ink 
drawings of animals, birds and people 
are in Phillips' sale next week, estimated 
at under £1.000. Spink-Leger will also 
be showing Sickert, William and Ben 
Nicholson. Innes. Yeats. Burra. Pasmore. 
Spencer. Spear. Tunnard and Vaughan . 

If you think it demeaning to follow 
dealers, swot up on your art history and 
go for lesser-known members of the Mod 
Brit "schools" - Newlyn. Slade, Camden 
Town. Euston Road. Bloomsbury, St 
Ives. Neo- Romantic and London. 

Underpriced but talented names 
can rise suddenly as bidders collectively 
realise that their low prices are unsus- 
tainable. The colourftii, semi-abstract 
still lifcs of Mary Fedden (born 1915) 
fell at auction by 50-60 per cent from 
their peak of 1988-90. They could be had 
for £2.000-£4,UOG until last October. 

Now they fetch £3.U0G-.£8,500 and 
are still rising. Similar recognition may 
be descending upon another RA. Fred- 
erick Gore (b l913l.whoseworkisrare 
at auction. Somebody got a bargain 
when they bought his Spring Landscape. 
Clement's Reach. Meopham, full of 
vibrant blue and pink furrows, for 
£2.990 in Christie's November sale. 

The ever-popular but much-derided 


sunlit nudes of Ken Russell RA, which 
have reached ffedden's prices and are 
finning up still further, sell best if they 
are recent. People seem to want to know 
what the indefatigable 65-year old is get- 
ting up to. KeiLh Vaughan's prices are 
firming up, too, but the buying power 
for his is homosexual. 

Do your own research on price 
trends - individual auction results can 
be misleading. For example, three 
blocky paintings by William Scott RA 
(1913^-1989), who has benefited from 
a critical re-assessment, foiled to sell in 
Sotheby’s November sale. The art 
trade press reported that the market for 
him seemed to be running out of 
steam. In fact, the best Scotts are 
fetching around £40,000, double 1989 
values. Sotheby's estimates of up to 
£60,OOO-£8G.OOb were over-egged. 

If you are after a managed investment 
in Mod Brits, find a reliable dealer in 
charge of selling a deceased artist’s es- 
tate. whose income depends upon max- 
imising prices. David Messum is selling 
the Impressionistic, Braque-like land- 
scapes and still lifes of the Suffolk artist 
Peggy Somerville (1918-1975) at judicious 
intervals. Her work is catalogued in a 
book, Peggy Somerville: An English 
Impressionist, by Stephen Reiss, £25, 
published by the Antique Collectors' 
O ub. Prices: from £500 for drawings and 
pastels, oils around £Z500. 

Phillips (01 71-629 6602): David Messum 
(0171-437 5545) 


U NDER ST ANDING THE STOC K MARKET 

Why it’s worth becoming 
familiar with Footsie 


“The top 100 shares quoted oa 
the London stock market, 
whose changes in price are 
measured constantly to see 
how the market generally is 
moving.” is the neat way that 
Gill Nott. the chief executive 
of ProShare. describes the 
Financial Thnes/Stock Ex- 
change 100 index. The FTSE 
100 is mentioned in most 
news bulletins and its progress 
is always featured whenever 
there is a crisis on one of the 
world’s stock exchanges. 

Affectionately known as 
the Footsie, it may be viewed 
as one of the market’s barom- 
eters. It can be used as a yard- 
stick agains t which to measure 
the performance of individual 
shares or a portfolio. It was 
launched on 3 January 1984 
with a base of 1,000. When it 
broke through the 5,000 lev- 
el on 6 August 1997, it meant 
the shares it represents had 
risen by a multiple of five in 
13 years and 215 days. 

One of the main reasons for 
the birth of the Footsie was 
Chicago's (hen newly estab- 
lished Traded Options and 
Financial Futures market. So 
that London could match the 
services provided in Chicago, 
the City wanted a constantly 
up-dated index so that products 
could be developed to allow 
investors to hedge, or take a 
view on future market trends, 
with a single transaction. 

Before the introduction of 
the Footsie there were only two 
stock market indices. The FT 
Ordinary Share Index, estab- 
lished in 1935, only comprises 
30 constituents and was con- 
sidered unrepresentative of 
the market generally. Also, it 
is an unweighted geometric 
index which, while curbing the 
effect of dramatic price move- 
ments, has a bias to downward 
turns over time. Furthermore it 
was only calculated each hour. 

A completely fresh start 
was called for. An index with 
100 constituents was chosen be- 


cause more than this number 
would not have resulted in 
speedy calculations, while less 
would not be an accurate way 
of measuring the marker's per- 
formance. The companies are 
selected by their market capi- 
talisation. which is simply the 
total number of shares they 
have issued multiplied by their 
price in the market. The 
Footsie is therefore an index of 
Britain’s 100 largest companies. 

Those selected account for 
just over 70 per cent of the 
total market value of UK 
shares. However, for various 
reasons, some companies are 
excluded. This may be because 
the company is considered to 
be resident overseas for tax 
purposes, or it is a subsidiary 
of a company already in the in- 
dex or becanse it has a large, 
static shareholding. 

Technically, the Footsie is 
a weighted arithmetic index, 
which means that a change in 
price is weighted by the issued 
share capital of the company. 
Consequently, a 10 per cent 
movement in the shares of the 
smallest company in the index 
has less “weight” than a l&per 
cent movement in the price of 
shares of the company which 
has the largest market capi- 
talisation. 

Naturally, values of com- 
panies are changing constantly. 
Nevertheless, alterations to 
the constituent list of members 
of the Footsie are kept to a 
minim um. Normally a com- 
pany will only be removed if 
it has fallen below 110 in its 
market value r ankin g. None 
the less, by the time the index 
celebrated its 10th birthday, 42 
companies had been removed 
from the original list. Of these, 
23 bad foiled to keep pace with 
the market and shrank in 
comparison with their peers; 
17 were taken over or merged, 
while Ferranti and British & 
Commonwealth had faded. 

The first change took place 
on 19 January 1984 when J 


Rothschild replaced Eagle Star. 
Usually changes are made each 
quarter following the meaning 
of the FTSE Actuaries UK In- 
dices Committee. 

On 10 December tins year, 
the Committee approved the 
inclusion of Mercury Asset 
Management (MAM), British 
Energy and Amvescap. RMC 
Group, Blue Circle Industries 
and T1 Group were excluded. 
The changes became effective 
on 22 December. 

However, on 23 December 
Merrill Lynch's bid for MAM 
became unconditional. As a 
result, the Committee's rules 
concerning takeovers came 
into play and Blue Circle, 
excluded just 24-hours previ- 
ously, was reinstated. 

The same rules were used 

When the 
FTSE 100 
passed 5,000 
last August it 
meant shares 
had risen five- 
fold in 13 years 

on 16 December following the 
merger of Guizmess and Grand 
Metropolitan to create Diageo. 
On that occasion, Nycomed 
Amersham was admitted to the 
index. 7b ensure that natural 
occurrences, such as mergers 
and takeovers, are dealt with 
efficiently, the Committee has 
a reserve list of companies on 
which they may draw. 

Rfspaasibflity far the design, 
management and calculation of 
London’s stock market indices 
rests with the FTSE UK 
Indices Committee, an auto- 
nomous body sponsored jointly 
by the London Stock Ex- , 
change, the Financial Times 
and the Institute of Actuaries. 
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Come 


rain 


Foreign & Colonial invented 
The tamssmem misi in 
"io give ihe investor of inoderaie 
means the same advantages as 
the large capiialisT. 
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come 


Growth of £1,000 invested in 1977 



Foreign 8 Colonial 
Investment Trust PIC 

UnitTnst 

Average 

Building Society 
Average 

1977 

- £1,000 

£1,000 

£1,000 

1982 

£2,080 

£1,981 

0576 

1987 

om 

£4364 

£2362 

1992 

£15,098 

£B,057 

£3.652 

1997 

£27,078 

£13,764 

£4347 


shine . 


Whichever way the market is heading, our investors have 
a history of enjoying strong, long-term performance. 

The Foreign & Colonial Private Investor Plan allows 
you to invest in the stockmarkets of the world at 
low cost Over the last decade, while the real value 
of your money has fallen by over a third, £1,000 
invested in Foreign & Colonial Investment Trust 
would have more than quadrupled. 

Why not find out more and enjoy the benefits of 
Foreign & Colonial whatever the climate. 

Phone 01189 828 802 or Fax 01189 344 622 

any time quoting the coupon code, or return the coupon. 


Foreign Colonial 


-xg- . 

To: Foreign & Colonial Management Ltd, PO Box 2. Twyford, ■ 
Berkshire RG10 9NW. Please send me information on: 

PLEASE PRINT O Private Investor Plan O PEP 


Title 


Initial Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


Code P17198ID 


, . m _ fell ,, « rhe an d Y o<j mav not get back The full amount invested. Past 

The value of shares and the income from ^ ^ 77 - 31 . 1 ^ 57 . investment trust figures bas's-m.d-ma.ket 
oerfonnance is no guide to the future. AH , py pp| l^ff (Actual Plan charges. 02 commission and D 5 * Gov^Stf mp 

as« - *■ ,rij5 “ 


PENSION: 
IN YOUR 
OWN TIME 
IN YOUR 
OWN WAY 


A Merchant Investors pension is an 
easy ; convenient and flexible pension. 
The charges are low. 

You can vary your contributions 
withour chaige. 

Pay no commission when 
you buy direct. 

No sales person 
wiil bother you. 


mm 


Merchant Investors 

Assurance 

Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and part of Allianz -one of Europe's largest insurers. 

i Mail this coupon to: Merchant Investors Assurance "I 
] Company Limited, Freepost BS 6013, Bristol BS1 2UZ J 

' *** 1 • MISS / MS (please circle a p propriate) j 


INITIALS 


ADDRESS 


SURNAME 


CALL NOW ON 

0800 374857 

FOR A BROCHURE 


POSTCODE . 

! Arc you EMPLOYED or SEIT EMPLOYED ? (plcascuflfdcl ■' ? 

\ If EMPLOYED, are you In tour company pension sdies^?? .. .j 

{ YES or NO (please drde) MD 170196* 
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Restaurant staff who fail to 
declare their tips face on-site 
visits from the Revenue 

Photograph: Philip Meed-. 


How to 
avoid 
tipping 
off the 
taxman 



j^Hotel and restaurant staff who 
take part of their income as tips 
should be wary of the taxman. 
Paul Slade tots up the bill. 

Many poorly paid staff in the restaurant 
and hotel trade rely on tips from satis- 
fied customers to top up their weekly 
earning. But, if they fail to declare these 
tips for tax, they could find themselves 
in trouble. 

Mike Warburton, of accountants 
Grant Thornton, warns that staff and em- 
ployers alike will face suffer investiga- 
tion by the Inland Revenue on the tax 
due from this income under the new self- 
assessment regime. “I wouldn't put it past 
tax inspectors to go and sit in a restau- 
rant incognito just to see what's going 
on." he says. "Don't assume that the per- 
son sitting at that table who’s just giv- 
en you a tip is not a tax inspector." 

Under self-assessment, the empha- 
sis of the Revenue's work is shifting to- 
wards collecting tax which currently goes 
unpaid. Mr Warburton says: “You and 
I know that there is a lot of money that 
gets paid out in dps that never gets taxed. 
It’s an obvious one for the Revenue to 
have a go at" 

A Revenue spokesman confirms that 


the Revenue will be putting more em- 
phasis on chasing unpaid tax. and that 
this wDl include pursuing individuals ben- 
efiting from untaxed tips. “We’ll be 
putting more resources into dealing with 
recalcitrant taxpayers rather than peo- 
ple who are scrupulous," he says. 

As far as the Inland Revenue is con- 
cerned. tips are part of the worker's in- 
come. and are liable to tax in exactly the 
same wav as wages. Nor does this tough 
new stance simply affect staff. Employers 
who operate systems to share out accu- 
mulated dps may find the Revenue pre- 
sents them with a bill for all the Pave and 
Nadonal Insurance contribudons which 
he should have deducted from the dps 
pool before sharing it out. 

If inspectors decide tax should have 
been collected by the employer, they can 
then go back as far as six years to col- 
lect outstanding payments, as well as 
making penalty and interest charges. 

By the time all these elements are 
added up. Warburton says, the bill 
could come to £3.000 or more per 
member of staff, even where each staff 
member takes an average of just £20 a 
week in tips. “You could be talking about 
bankrupting some of these businesses.'" 

His advice to employers who want to 
avoid Paye and NIC liabilities, is to lake 


themselves out of the loop by arranging 
for staff to administer the sharing out 
of tips themselves, in whaL is known as 
a “troncmaster scheme". Warburton 
also advises employers to keep records 
of how much goes into the tips pool each 
week and which employees benefit. 
Without this, be says, die Revenue may 
not accept the employer is in the clear. 

Hie other side of the coin, of course, 
is that the tax inspector then has the in- 
formation he needs to pursue the indi- 
vidual staff involved. National Insurance 
liability' is unlikely to apply, but penalties, 
interest and up to six years worth of back- 
tax may still be due. “You could argue 
this is just shifting the burden on to some- 
one else." Mr Warburton says. “But it 
shifts the burden on to the person who 
has the liability." 

Staff taking annual tips of more than 
£500 a year - equivalent to just £10 a week 
- should be declaring the income on their 
own tax return. As low' wage earners with 
no investment income, waiters and sim- 
ilar staff are unlikely to receive a tax re- 
turn without requesting one. 

But Lbe fact that penalties for failing 
to file on time become automatic under 
self-assessment means those penalties 
are far more likely to be used - and not 
just against the rich. Again, the bill could 


amount to several thousand pounds. 

Tim Jones, a tax manager at Arthur 
Andersen, says: “It’s a catch-all provi- 
sion for the Revenue. Once they find out 
about someone with this sort of income, 
they can demand Lheir returns for prior 
years. Then they fine them, they 
surcharge them, and they charge 
interest. Then they come to a back-duty 
settlement and make a lot of money out 
of it." 

The Inland Revenue spokesman 
says: “If they have untaxed income, then 
it's their responsibility to tell us thaL 
Someone who receives tips id excess of 
£500 a year will need to be in self-as- 
sessment and get a tax return." 

He adds that says anyone receiving 
tips income of under £500 a year should 
inform the Revenue of this, and will be 
contacted once every three years to con- 
firm the £500 ceiling has not been 
breached. Where lips amount to less 
than £500 a year, the individual's tax code 
is adjusted to take extra tax from his or 
her wage rather than the dps. 

Mr Jones says: “They do raid restau- 
rants now and again and, if you happen 
to come into their clutches, they’re 
going to ask you about previous years. 
Once your name is on the Revenue's sys- 
tem, you'll never get out of it." 


This year’s verdict on 
our financial advisers 


Readers of ‘The 
Independent* are 
constantly exhorted to 
seek independent 
financial advice on their 
investment strategy. 
But what do advisers 
actually deliver? Last 
year, we chose a series 
of notional scenarios 
and asked them 
recommend a range of 
investments to meet 
those needs. This week, 
Nic Gcutti sees how two 
more advisers fared. 

Cherry Dodd, a senior inde- 
pendent financial adviser at 
Bradford & Bingley Bu fitting 
Societies, is based in the 
Luton and Cheshunt area. 
She was give the task of ad- 
vising a couple in their mid to 
late 40s, who wanted to invest 
£10.000 to obtain income in 
retirement without taking too 
many risks. 

She recommended three 
unit trusts, with £4,000 into 
GTs Income fund, £3.000 in 
Credit Suisse’s Ineome fund 
and £3,000 in Morgan Gren- 
fell’s LHC Equity Income fund. 
Where possible, two of these 
funds should have been 
PEPed right away, she said. 

The three funds delivered 
reasonable returns in the year 
to 1 January, according to 
HSW. the statistics providers. 
GT s fund achieved growth of 
15.7 per cent, Credit Suisse 
grew 20 per cent, while Mor- 
gan Grenfell reached 21.1 
per cent. All three returns 
were bid-to-bid basis, with 
net income reinvested. 

The £10,000 would now he 
worth a notional £11,861, al- 
though this does not take 
into account initial charges, 
including commission, in- 
curred when setting up the in- 
vestment. 

Bul this is not an issue for 
Cherry Dodd: “In each case, 
these three funds have deliv- 
ered excellent past returns 
over five, seven and lOyears. 


They aJI have excellent track 
records and good managers in 
place. We should be looking 
at their overall investment 
philosophy, not what they 
have done over one year. 
ThaL is what I tell all my 
clients." 

But what would she want 
to do with another £10,000 
these same notional clients are 
making available? "My advice, 
again assuming the same low- 
risk strategy, would be to 
place the entire £10.000 in Sun 
Life's Distribution fund. 

“It invests about 40 per cent 
in UK equities, a farther 40 per 
cent in fixed-interest stocks 
and the remainder in cash or 
other convertibles. It is rela- 
tively low risk and allows in- 
come to be taken or 
reinvested." 

Last year, it delivered re- 
turns of 22.4 per cent. 



Kean Seager and Cherry 
Dodd both advised 
on investing for income 


But what of people who 
need income right away? That 
was the task addressed by Kean 
Seager, an independent adviser 
and managing director at 
Whitechurch Securities, a 
highly respected firm in Brisr 
toL 


His investors wanted long- 
term income, plus capital 
growth to safeguard and en- 
hance their future income 
stream, all with minim um risk. 

He recommended £4,000 
in an M&G Corporate Bond 
PEP and £3,000 in the Credit 
Suisse Income fund. He also 
recommended NPI’s With 
Profits Bond for the re- 
mainder, although NPI does 
have a nominal minimum in- 
vestment of £10,000. 

In the 12 months to the be- 
ginning of this year, M&G’s 
fund delivered net income of 
6.2 per cent, plus tax-free 
growth of 10_3 per cent. Credit 
Suisse paid 3.9 per cent net. 
but delivered additional 
growth of 16.7 percent NPI’s 
bond delivered income of S2> 
percent 

“This couple have 
achieved their objective in 
the past 12 months. 1 think 
that they should broadly stick 
with their existing investments 
in the coming year, except that 
they should look at their 
M&G corporate bond PEP. 
Having made some JO per 
cent, let's see some more cap- 
ital appreciation from bond 
markets. 

“My advice for that money 
would be to look instead at 
GTs Strategic Bond fund, 
which pays income of 4.8 per 
cent net. It invests in fixed in- 
terest investments where the 
underlying bond is guaranteed 
by the US government. 

“As for the remaining 
£10,000, we should look at an- 
other with-profits bond, this 
time from Friends Provident. 
It is paying a guaranteed 6.5 
per cent net and £7 per cent 
for investments over £5,000. 

"But they should not pass 
up on the chance to invest for 
future capital growth. HSBC's 
UK Smaller Companies fund 
has an excellent manager in 
Ashton Bradbury. It has per- 
formed extremely well. LHv 
smaller companies are due 
for a share revival on a long- 
term basis and I am confident 
this fund will deliver. My ad- 
vice for the second £5.000 
would be with HSBC.” 
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HEALTH FUND 


Investors 

Beware 


Are you missing our on what could be a major 
investment opportunity - the healthcare sector? 


+ 463 % SINCE LAUNCH 


+ 107 % OVER 5 YEARS 


Performance of the Framlington Health Fund 
over its ten year life has been outstanding. The 
Fund invests in companies that aim to provide 
innovative products or solutions to a wide 
variety' of medical needs. Investors who 
take a long term view may well find the 
Fund one of the best routes into this 
exciting sector: Contact us today or speak 
to your Independent Financial Adviser. 

"ne^'s^d Z'-rh. cast: for westing in healths” Return the coupon to: Filing, on Untt 
Management Limited, Freepost, P.O. Box 2, Toward, Readntg, Berks!,, re RC 10 SBR. 
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Involve a higher degree of nsk. 
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MANAGEMENT 

CHARGE 
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The 

Tracker 

PEP 

with no 
hidden 
charges 


TALK TO US ABOUT THE ROSE TRACKER PEP FREE ON 

0500100333 

7 DAYS A WEEK 8am-10^ 

FAX NOr 0118 934 8212 E MAIL: investOrsaonline.co.uk 
PLEASE QUOTE COUPON CODE BELOW 


Royal 


SUNALLIANCE 

Instead of charging you up to 
1% every year like some PEPs. the 
Rose Tracker offers one of the 
lowest annual management fees in 
rhe cracker PEP market ar just 0.3%. 

It's the latest offer from Invest 
On-line, the direct investment arm 
of one of the UK's leading insurance 
companies. Royal &: SunAlliance. 

Unlike some index trackers, the 
Rose Tracker PEP spreads your 
investment over rhe whole FTSE All- 
Share Index, nor just the rop 100 
companies, so reducing the risks. 

You can start investing in the 
Rose Tracker PEP either as a regular 
saver from as lircie as £50 each 
month or with a lump sum of £1000 
or more. 

Even if you already have a PEP 
ir is very easy to transfer jour funds 
to the Rose Tracker PEP. 

Call free, now on 0500 100 333 
or clip the coupon below for more 
information. Our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 
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GAVIN GREEN 


Tb be, or not to be (green, that is). Tbe 
recent Detroit Show highlighted this 
sc hizo phrenia among US car manufacturers. 
Just a month after helping to bankroll ad 
campaigns urging Americans to reject a 
Kyoto greenhouse gas treaty, US car-makers 
devoted many press conferences to 
promoting environmental issues. One 
moment they'd promise to have a hydrogen 
fuel cell car ready for production by 2004. 

The next they’d uuveil the latest V8-powered 
pick-up truck that’d be lucky to do 15mpg. 

Along with some Japanese and European 
makers, the US is developing hydrogen fuel 
cells that promise no tailpipe pollution at all 
(and no carbon dioxide). They seem to be 
making progress - though so far none of the 
car companies has made it clear how tbe 
hydrogen itself can be produced in a green 
way - eg by solar power. IF introducing fuel 
cells simply means existing power stations 
working harder, pollution from the primary 
source will increase - and power stations 
produce more pollution than cars, anyway. 

The car manufacturers' need to innovate 
conflicts with their need to keep current 
customers happy. No matter how censorious 
we Europeans get, Yanks want their cheap 
gasoline. They argue that inexpensive energy 
is one of the keys to the most successful 
economy on Earth. They also like driving 
around in pick-ups and 4x4s, and sedans with 
bonnets big enough to land aeroplanes on. 

Sales of “light trucks” ( Yankspeak for big 
4x4s, pick-ups and MPVs), the most gas- 
guzzling sector of the market are booming in 
the US. The biggest selling vehicle by a mile 
is the Ford F-series pick-up, and the biggest 
single growth area is in big off-roaders. And 
by big, I mean big. The Range Rover, 
mammoth of the motorways here, is a 
motoring minn ow in the US 4x4 market 

So as long as the Americans want trucks 
(and by 2000, analysts reckon, light trucks 
will make up more than half the total vehicle 
market), the US makers will give them 
trucks. The Japanese, equally customer 
focused, are also jumping on to the truck 
gravy train. Lexus, in Europe a byword for 
tasteful discretion and efficient engineering, 
launched a new 4x4 in Detroit that was 
almost as big and thirsty as the local gluttons. 

Meanwhile, to salve their consciences and 
those of the American people and their 
government (Bill Clinton even went ou 
national TV to congratulate them), US car 
manufacturers are making bold noises about 
exciting new green technology. 

Nonetheless, despite the PR puff, it is 
highly unlikely that we'll see any of these 
high-tech, potentially eco-friendly solutions 
in volume production for many years. The 
“production ready by 2004” boasts for 
hydrogen fuel cells may be true. But unless 
there is a huge change in American public 
opinion, and taxation, these cars cannot 
possibly hope to compete with gasoline cars 
on price or popularity. They will be no more 
than minority vehicles, run by state utilities 
and car company-backed bodies - useful test- 
beds for tbe day. a few decades in the future, 
when new technology will either be cheaper 
(as oil prices rise), essential (as oD runs out) 
or mandated by government. 

Either way. the car industry is preparing 
itself for change. It doesn't expect it to 
happen quickly, and it's confident that there’s 
life left in the old petrol internal combustion 
engine (rather more than many Detroit press 
conferences suggested, in fact). But in the 
meantime, hydrogen fuel cells and other new- 
tech powertrains keep the journalists busy 
and make the car companies look good. 

One day. though, they’ll have to deliver. 
And that's when the US car makers, still the 
world’s biggest, will show their true colours. 
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On your marques: invest some 
shoe-leather in the used-car lots 
this January and you could 
drive away in a BMW 7-series 

Photograph: Peter M.vdiarrrud 
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The used car trade has got the January 
blues, and if you can afford to, now is 
the time to take advantage of those 
poor lonely blighters shivering on the 
forecourt. James Ruppert shows you how. 


The car trade is highly seasonal. From tbe buoy- 
ant early spring it goes through to a strong sum- 
mer and a gentle ru nning down as autumn turns 
into winter. Then, come November, things get a lit- 
tle bit chilly. On the run-up to Christmas spare cash 
is being diverted to other spending. Not only that, 
but kicking tyres on a sub-zero forecourt is hardly 
a popular pastime. 

Canny used buyers with about £3,000 to £5,000 
to spend know that this is the time to go shopping. 
Welcome to the January used-car sales. 
Supermini; If any type of car is going to defy the 
seasonal downturn, it will be the smaller hatchback 
which is perennially in demand. Everyone wants an 
economical, practical and reliable small car. One 


car which surprisingly fits the bill is the Fiat Pun- 
to. It’s a thoroughly modern supermini which has 
led the company's Nineties renaissance. The Pun- 
to is well built and cheap to buy and run. Prices start 
at £3,000 fora high-mileage. 1994. three-door 55S. 
Hatchbacks: The second group of cars least likely 
to be on special offer will be in the so-called Golf 
class. Once again, practical and reliable cars never 
go out of fashion. VW Golfs aren’t that cheap. Even 
the arrival of the all-new Golf means that only a high 
mileage and underpowered 1992 1.4 would be with- 
in budget. However, a Seat Ibiza 1.4 is effectively a 
rebodied hut lighter and perkier version, built to VW 
standards. You can even afford a 1995 model. 
Off-roaders: In theory 4x4 vehicles should be by 
far the strongest sector at this time of the year. 
Snow, ice and torrential rain are ideal conditions 
to show off. That was a few years ago, when they 
were fashionable. Sluggish performance, poor mpg 
and top-heavy handling has put them out of fash- 
ion.The only reason to buy a 4 x 4 is for work. Try 
a handy-sized 1902 Daihatsu Fourtrak, or, if you 
want loads of room, then a Nissan Patrol is cum- 


bersome, but brilliant value at less than £5,000. 
People carriers: The Espace was the first and ar- 
guably best of the breed, in 19&4. An early one would 
still cost £3,000; £5,000 puts a 1988 model within 
reach. Trouble is, they’re not always in perfect nick. 
Toyota took the van-with-windows concept and ap- 
plied h to its reliable and capacious eight-seat Space 
Cruiser; £5,000 buys a well-cared-for *90 modeL 
Executive cars: Any time of the year is a bad time 
for big cars. Middle-management drivers trad- 
itionally opt for Ford Granadas and Vauxhall Carl- 
tons, but there is a classier alternative. The Saab 
9000 has all the luxury trimmings. The absence of 
a BMW or Mercedes badge makes all the differ- 
ence: high-mileage examples can be bought at give- 
away prices right now: 1992 2.0 CD saloon models 
with automatic transmission, air conditioning 
and an unfeasibty big boot, cost an easy £5,000. 
Luxury cars These depreciate heavily, even with 
a BMW badge on the bonnet While 3 and 5 series 
seem to defy gravity, £50,000 spanking new 7 series 
tumble to used-car reality at an alarming rate. Of 
course, lots of expensive things could potentially 


go wrong, but one that has been m a i n ta in ed re- 
gardless of cost by a plutocrat should not let you 
down. Tty a 1990 735i for size. ... g 

Family cars The size of the fleet-car sectonneans *■: 
that it is sensitive to oveisupply all year round, and 
even more likely to yield bargains at this tone of 
the year. Best medium-sized hatch and saloon of 
the Nineties has been tbe Ford Mondeo, and they 
make great used buys, cheap to run and nice to 
drive. Cheapest is a '93 1.6, nicest a ’95 2.0. 

Sports coupds: Not the time of year to go look- 
ing for a frivolous sports car. So a good time to find 

a Nissan 200SX. Naff badge, but it looks the sports 
car part. Has good 2+2 accommodation, is' very 
quick and utterly reliable because it is built by the 
same company that makes Micras. Underrated, fun, 
and a 1990 model is yours for less than £5,000.. - 
So when you go shopping this January, bear in 

mind that dealers are eager to do deals during their 

bleakest months. Also, any private advertiser is go- . 
iqg to be pretty desperate to selL Get a price guide 
such as Parker’s from the newsagent and haggle V- 
around the trade (not retail) valuation. 




VVhe 


It’s not a lumberjack, but you won’t care 


You should be able to get 
tartan and denim trim in a car 
called Forester, and a lifestyle 
option pack with axes and a 
chain-saw - but you can’t. 
Subaru has missed a trick 
there, then. Frivolous? Not at 
all, says John Simister. 


The Subaru is about nothing if not nidie 
marketing, and niche marketing is a ser- 
ious business. Exploit new trends, create 
demand where none existed, that's the 
idea. 

Fat 4x4s of the Discovery and Shogun 
genre are variously practical work- 
horses, social status statements, or ob- 
jects of derision, depending on your 
standpoint. This last view has taken a 
hold recently, because there are few 
sights dafter than that of a gas-guzzling, 
bull-barred, fat-tyred Tonka toy parked 
half on the pavement outside the school 
gates. The clever thing to do, if you want 
to combine a 4x4’s usefulness with so- 
cial sensibility, is to find one which is a 
little lower, less visually aggressive and 
less needlessly profligate with the 
Earth's natural resources. In short, you 
want an estate car and a 4x4 in one. And 
that’s the new niche. 

You've probably read about the 
Land Rover Freelander - seen the ads. 
had the mailshots. It’s the highest pro- 
file of the “soft-roaders", and the best 


suited to all-terrain travel. But there are 
others: Toyota's RAV4 defined the 
breed, Honda's CRV enlarged it and the 
Forester, launched just before the Free- 
iander. refined it. 

Of them all. the Forester is the only 
one to have meaningful four-wheel 
drive happening all the lime. The others 
only divert power to their rear wheels 
when the fronts are slithering. In prac- 
tice it makes little difference one way 
or the other, because automatic all- 
wheel drive is always there when you 
need it. but it docs give the Subaru an 
uncannily secure feeling when you're 
going quickly on a wet road. 

Here is the Subaru’s great strength. 
Relatively low in build, half-way in 
height between a full-size off-roader and 
an ordinary estate car, and with a low 
centre of gravity thanks partly to its un- 
usual flat-four engine, the Forester is an 
entertaining drive. It comers quickly, 
steers accurately and rides well calling 
for none of the relearning of motion 
physics that you need for a 4x4 of the tall 
and lopply variety. Part of the prowess 
comes from the fact that under its loft- 
ier build, the Forester has broadly the 
same underpinnings as tbe lmpreza 
Turbo, which is one of the most road- 
adhesive cars known to the world today. 

Thre. the Forester goes squidgy in a 
bend long before the hot lmpreza, as you 
might expect, but then it's also able to 
tackle fields and farml racks, provided 
they' re not too lumpy. A Freelander can 
venture further into the wilds, long after 
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SUBARU FORESTER 

Specifications 

Price: £16,400. Engine: l,994cc, four cylinders in horizontally opposed 
pairs, 16 valves, 122bhp at 5,600 rpm. Five-speed gearbox, four-wheel 
drive. Top speed 1 1 lmph, 0-60 in 103sec, 26-31mpg. 


Rivals 


Honda CRV LS: £17,020. Noisy, otherwise average in everyway. 
Options include a portable shower. 

Land Rover Freelander Station Wagon i: £17,995. Expensive next 
to Forester, but chunkier looks, better off-road ability, competitive on- 
road prowess. 

Toyota RAV4 GX 5-door: £17,463. Not particularly tough, but light 
weight gives lively if buzzy performance. Looks cute, feels cheaply made. 


the Forester has pulped its under- 
pinnings, but for the uses to which most 
will put an off-roader, the Forester 
should do just fine. 

It’s lively, too, the uneven and lazy 
beat of its flat-four disguising toe fact 
that there’s 122bhp on tap and vigorous 
acceleration provided you’re prepared 
to work toe engine hard. There’s even 
an extra set of low-speed gear ratios, just 
as in a proper 4x4. It’s frustratmgiy easy 
to operate the low-range selector lever 
instead of the hand brake, though, be- 
cause they are right next to each other3K*d 

You step up into a Forester, but only 
slightly, and toe driving position is nor- 
mal and car-like apart from the extra 
space above your head! But not many 
cars give you an extra power socket in 
the back, and a plastic recess which is 
intended to double as a washing-up 
bowi. This is one of a claimed 20 stor- 
age areas - 1 confess I didn’t counttoem 
all - which include a fishing-rod com- 
partment (but not an axe-holder). Un-_ 
like many 4x4s, the Forester has its spare 
wheel stored conventionally inside, so 
it can have a conventional, lift-up tail- 
gate. This is easier to live with than the 
over-engineered contraptions found 
elsewhere. 

The Forester brings together the best 
aspects of an estate car and a 4x4. lts v 
cheap, too, relatively speaking. It's vss£ 
beauty - it looks a bit dated and square-T"^ 
cut, in fact - but neither is it kitsch. If* 
they thought about it, a lot of people 
could need one quite badly. 
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Legal Notices 


TO WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN 


I. Howard Charles linle of 39 
Htwriiton Lane, Awncrv Manchester 
M 7T OOZ having for the Un « 
months or more anted 91 Vi e tratfe 
or afliwrf an HGV Driver HEREBY 
GIVE YOU 


1 NOTICE iha I intend to 


apply to the booting Indices tar the 
City of Manchester sffli 


uwvn joiait Mancheste Meu in? 
on Thursday the 5th day erf February 
1998 a 1030 am far fa pan to me 
of a new fcisaices' Licence aufnHng 
me » $dl ty «a3 irtoocating Squw 
a all descriptions tor rt m jrn p oor 
- OfT the prances situate at 129 
Manchester Rcu4 OioAca 
Mondteswr M21 9PG and to be 
known * 'Uaigm Boor* and of 
which said property Mr R Ptevin cf 7 
Hastings Averse, Chorion, 
MandvsierM21 9IS is fa owiet ‘ 


Cited das 9th day of January 1998 
HAlllWEU- LW5AU, 


Si lame's Coirt,. Grown Street 
on and 


Mandusw M2 2 JF. Solicitors 

Audi onsed Agents la the Applicant 


TfcitmI«ncyAdl9K 
OXFORD SPEEDWAY 
PROMOTIONS LIMITED 


Norice is hereby given, punare to 
Stunt 98 cf fa htchvncv M 19ft 
fa i Meeting d fa Cndnact fa 


afawe named Company wil be hdd at 
111 Babtfc 


TMtd Boot 311 Baflani Lane 


London NI2 BIY on Th*«aljy «w> 

day of Janujty 1998 ■ 1H» wen, far 

the pupcae mereioned in wctaK 99 U 
101 of d« said Aa. A feint it* ram 
and adfeoes rf the naftmt at Ae 
Company wfl be aniirip u npee- 
tta on MM bisines flap pa wile 
above mee ti ng, between tv hours of 
UUX) am and 480 pm at B8X ( HMHed 
tanr tm Third Hot*, ill MU* 
Lane, London, N12 8LY. 

Dated fa 8di day of ianoty 1998 
Let David ftvfet. Cntm 


TO WHOM TT MAY CONCERN 
r.FflHIBESWCK d 33 SadonBe Steo. 
MmtfceoerMl 3LZhawngfanhebssn: 
morris or more carried enthetofeor 
aflirc ti a brass WREBY CM YOU 
NOTICE that i mend ro a Rfy k> fc 
Urmsng bakes for the City of 
Marches® sang at die Genual Mui 
Lnreng Meomg b be held at te 
Magistrates Court, Crown Square, 

Manchester M60 1PR an Tfusday tte 
Stft day rffrinaty 1998 at 1030 am far 
tajon w me of a Special Hour 
C anoe under Section 77 of ihe 
Ucanng At 1964 it tespea of due 
premise suae a 33 table Stea. 
MancheaeraUmd and bmi x 


Manchester afarod aid known at *I1w 
tentandlHcffil*. 

AfO RJRTUR TAH NOTICE b at if 


suhsafdGatifiateBganedasafare- 
»id Seaton 76 c/te sad Aadol — 


10 the ad prettse fan fa (by d ihe 
date of the gm a" such aid Catfate 
a) Dusdm K> taunlays (both days 
indtaivd of eadi aid ewy weekwth 3 
BrnridluirofUDam. 

ANY peas* faunifitg 10 ofpew fa 
appfictan for fa grad tf a Special 
Hour Cerates in rapea of dee 


(0 ihe applicani and to fa 


Clerk to die liming kctices aedfprg 
dscfheoppo 


ingenaaltamiihe^anki . ... 
sign not to di BisB«n ifayi before fa 
comnHKBnrt of the AonaSkred 
Gateral Amial Lrandng Meedng 


Oaedihe i3di day oOnay 1998 
~i LANDAU, 


HAUJWai 
SI lames’s Caut Brawn Street. 
Manchester, M2 2|F. SoirafaR and 
Auhortsed ARems far fa A^icani 


Citroen 


XM 15 VSX ID ESTATE 
Metallic Blue. 
42.000 miles, 

•M‘ Reg. Full History! 
Two Years 'Warrann- 
Six Months Tax 

£ 11,995 *looo 

Mtnimn m l>arr fyflmi gp 

01442 871254 1 3!AJNDfAiQ) 


Independora Readess ®31 Kno» A 
Qualit) Bin When The) See One 

XANTIA 1.8 SX AUTO 

Metallic red 
19^ tM). 2t>.uTO mites 
1 owner, fsh 
Ttvo Years Warrant)-. 

Six MmrttTt. Tax. 

*7,995 

01442 871234 lMun Duisi 


Peugeot 


k iPEUGEOT 

Marqu 


es 


bOW COW. WCT VALLt P* R IgC 


0800 306 406 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 33 DAISY HILL DRIVE. ChGRLEY ?R5 3NE 


353 ADD 1200 

aw 7370 zeoo 
458 CAC 1.400 
I70f DA 1,400 
385 DO. 1.500 
EK 7631 1,450 
ESB74 1.900 
FAZ 1221 800 

FM 8806 1500 
836 GEA 1^00 
GIL 56 2^00 

GOW 257 1,000 
940QWD 1,000 
H4NON 1,000 
HAZ40I 1,000 
HAZ 402 800 

HAZ 403 800 

HA2404 800 

HK4741 1.8Q0 


1^00 

1.600 

3.000 


HRF 110 850 

JAG 80) Y 500 
JEB42 Z800 
JLBG5 
JIWB 
JS8363 
846 KAB 1,800 
KOL482 700 
KO 5184 
750 KYC 
(750ccM®KE) 
LEO30Y 900 
(LH3BOY) 
792 LMT 1,400 
LYJ III 1600 
2MA 12.000 
MF0443 750 

M IB 9669 800 
M3RCX 2600 


800 

600 


3626 MF 1.750 
UU1KS 1^00 
MIL 345 1.200 
5CSML 1,400 
MMV98 1500 
MPH6W 600 
MPW29E 500 
NI6 ELX 1,500 
630 MT 1550 
OSU380 450 
89 PAR 3400 
PCM 468 1,800 
PHH91IX 500 
PN 7874 1.600 
7 PW 10,000 
ROM 761 2500 
REG944X 600 
1017 RH 1,800 
RN3I99 1£00 


RR 3798 2500 
S98 RTU 600 
SCM33 
JISGH 
SJ 3 
ABOAN 

:aisoant 

515W 750 
8 TES 2500 


s je, 


2500 

500 

2500 

500 


(FERRARI) 
IITHD 6Q 


AllTHD 600 
UFA 3500 
W A 2)60 1,400 
WD IB 2,000 
IXKK 5.000 
(NEW XK 8 JAG) 
XUH 4 1,500 

XUH5 1500 
YB 7794 1500 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
U you are comeoipfatinfl a bid pfcasa oomidar itw DenoHis at ttpan arhtea. 
ws prerkk canprahonsin hitannatran. raamiial ntien eonwtg a a tad 
dvefafan. oBwrwtoo you rear IniKhortanity bid loo mucn or loo Unfa 


PHONE: Cl 257 452305 FAX: 474745 


Snowchains 



GET TO GRIPS 


with winter conditions 
RUD Chains Ltd. 

John WHson Business Park, 
wtroraflte, Kont CT5 3QT, 
Thanm Way Unit 10-12. 
Tetophono 01227 276611 
Faafcnile 01227 276586 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Motoring Team on 0171 293 2742. 


MY WORST CAR - RUSSELL GRANT'S MG 1300 


I called my first car Jupiter, 
which is the planet of travel. It 
was a Ford Anglia, and it took 
me all over the country without 
ever letting me down, which is 
more than can be said for my 
second, and worst, car - a hor- 
rible MG 1300. 

Pbor old Jupiter’s floor rust- 
ed through, and I had to buy a 
replacement. The MG was cer- 
tainly attractive, with its Bermu- 
da yellow paintwork and black 
vinyl roof. That’s why I called 
it Venus - it was pretty - but the 
moral was that appearances 
can be highly deceptive. 

Persuading the MG (o start 
was a constant trial. Instead of 
a reassuring whirr before tbe en- 
gine itself would engage, ail I 
would ever hear was a dull 
thud, then nothing. The battery 
was always dead, and hardly a 
day went by when the car didn't 
cause me some sort of grief. 

When it conked out one day 
on the Hammersmith flyover, 
that was ihe final straw. I had to 
get out and push. I made it off 
the flyover, stopped outside a pub 
and I went in for a couple of stiff 
brandies. I never drove the MG 
again; I phoned my local garage 
and said, ”get rid of it”. 

After that experience I have 
always tried to pay some al- 
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“Venus’: appearances can be deceptive 


tendon to the car’s astrological 
chart Provided you can find out 
when a thing was made, you can 
chart absolutely anything. 

I remember buying one of 
the first Austin Maestros, the 
talking ones, which had a female 
voice to give you various stem 
warnings. I found that it was 
badly aspected. Its relationship 
to Uranus wasn’t very good, and 
that is the planet that relates to 
electrics. The garage could not 
find any problems when I asked 
them to check it out, but the 


voice went from soprano to bass 
in a week, and this butch 
woman kept telling me I was 
running out of petroL 

On one occasion I really 
should have paid closer atten- 
tion to my own predictions. 
Whfle reversing my VW Golf on 
a building site I ran over some 
planks, which gave way. I end- 
ed up at a 90-degree angje, look- 
ing at the sky from the bottom 
of a sewerage ditch. 

A friend said: “Read your 
column in the TV Tunes." Un- 



der my star it said: “Watch oiit 

for hidden obstacles.” .. . 


• if- ■ 

Russell Grant is presen&pg 
‘House Busters* from 19Jamj&y ■' 0 • 
at 830pm on Channel 5. He^os -i 
talking to James Ruppert. fr - 
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AT HOME 

For an utterly wicker experience . . . 


Until recently, willow baskets 
were as fashionable as lace-up 
shoes and bikes with mudguards. 
Now, as Rosalind Russell writes, 
you cannot open a glossy home 
magazine without seeing diem 
and other willow containers 
squatting In kitchen units, in 
place of drawers, or lined up 
along shelves tagged with luggage 
labels listing the contents. 

Stylists, who obviously do not have bulging 
cupboards and crammed drawers in their 
own homes, declare wicker is the way for- 
ward for storage. Bad luck for those who 
hoard bundles of three-year-old gas bills, 
but it is good news for a select bunch who 
may. have felt left out on a limb in the 
scramble for high-tech living. 

One of those stripping the willow is 
Susie Thomson, a basket weaver who ad- 
mits the craft's image has been “desper- 
ate" ... until now. . 

“It has been very hard to get away from 


the occupational therapy image." admits 
Ms Thomson, a recently elected Yeoman 
member of the Worshipful Company of 
Basket Makers. “Remember all those 
wooden trays everybody used to make?" 

Ms Thomson, who grows and harvests 
six varieties of willow on a south London 
allotment, makes baskets destined for 
more up-market homes. She has had 
commissions from Egg. a Knigbtsbridge 
shop selling expensive clothes and home 
accessories, and bom Marston and Langin- 
ger, which makes conservatories and fur- 
nishings for them. 

A Susie Thomson shopping basket in 
the “strawberry" design, indented to fol- 
low the curves of your body while being 
carried, is likely to cost you £75. 

“People don't expect to find a basket 
maker in Battersea,” she acknowledges. 
The weaving is done in a workshop at the 
foot of her garden - unheated as the wil- 
low cannot be allowed to dry out. Har- 
vesting the willow from the tennis 
court-sized allotment in Norbury must be 
done in winter when the sap is low, and 
the willow used within six weeks. Com- 
mercial willow strippers use machines, but 


Ms Thomson does hers by hand. A wet 
spring such as last one encourages the nil- 
low 10 grow and her new crop was 8ft high 
when it was coppiced. When her own al- 
lotment does not yield enough willow, it 
can be bought in from growers in Somer- 
set and Belgium. 

A basket can take a day to weave, de- 
pending on the complexity. A pedlar bas- 
ket - big enough to be regarded as a piece 
of furniture - can be used to store bed linen, 
towels or blankets and costs £180. 

A traditional bride's basket, costing £90, 
takes around nine hours and makes an un- 
usual wedding present. The design was in- 
spired by a Bavarian iradition of giving a 
bride woven baskets to carry her dowry 
from her father's house to her new hus- 
band's house. “There would have been dif- 
ferent kinds, from a white willow basket 
for dean laundry to others used for fruit 
and vegetables aud they would have been 
carried in a procession, the number show- 
ing the status of the family.” Ms Thomson 
says. 

“Most people have a good under- 
standing of other crafts like pottery but 
think of basket weavers as trolls sitting in 


a cave, weaving away. I am quite passion- 
ate about putting style into it." 

Commissions can take up to 16 weeks. 
Ms Thomson will be exhibiting at the Coun- 
try Living Fair in London from 25 to 29 
March. 

There are, of course, also mass market 
baskets, which can be found quite easily. 

Next Interiors offers a wicker storage 
box with side handle and hinged lid (62cm 
long. 38cm wide, 38cm deep) at £59.99, and 
a set of three shallow storage trays at 
£1 9.99. Lakeland sells willow shelf baskets, 
suitable for kitchen or bathroom storage, 
at £12.95 for two. and a willow basket trio 
- three sturdy baskets with wooden ban- 
dies - for £16.95. The Pier’s Milano side- 
board houses three large wicker baskets 
instead of cupboards or drawers and costs 
£149. And Debenhams sells a square 
wicker chest, suitable for blankets, at £50 
and bakers' baskets with bandies on the 
sides from £10. 

Susie Thomson 0171 223 4306: Next Inte- 
riors 0116 284 9424; Lakeland 015394 
88100; The Pier 01 71 637 7001; Debenhams 
enquiries 0171 408 4444. 



Grown in the city; One of Susie Thomson’s creations 



/ When hunting a house, recruit a special agent 




There are many ways of finding a 
property. One is to register with 
every estate agent in the area you 
7 .' want to live in - and risk 

receiving piles of dross in the mail. 
Another way is to define the kind 
-- -r - of home you need and find the 
agent best suited to deliver it, 
Gnetto Vedrickas examines several 
potential house-hunting scenarios 
to discover who are the movers 
and shakers in that field. 

‘7 Oe Years ago a house-hunting mission led me 
to Hamptons' Dulwich branch in London. 
' _ . A helpful agent took my requirements: 

three bedrooms, garden and as near lo the 
village as possible. 

Then it came to the crunch question. 

• 7 How much would I like to spend? I mut- 

tered feebly, quickly adding £10,000 I 

• ••’■■■ could not afford, and it became clear that 

Hamptons and I were incompatible. Had 
; I said pence rather than pounds? Feeling 
like someone looking for lard in Harrods, 
I shuffled off to a, shall we say. less 
. - sought-after area where agents did not pale 
at my paltry price range and have lived here 
ever since. 

' - There is clearly an art to choosing the 
right agent. It is pointless registering with 
. ... - SaviDs, the serious end of the market, if you 

. - •’ -v are after a bargain repossession. 

^ $ MaiyrAnne Crafter describes her 
’ company, Hamptons, as " m iddle to up- 
per market?*. Currently on the books is 
a £5m home in Mill HilL north London. 
It also has “good quality period cot- 
tages" for £150,000. Hamptons has no 
minimum price but would it market a 
cheap and nasty home? “If we believed 
■■ 7'L* we could do it justice,” Ms Crafter says. 

Weary borne -hunters, on any budget. 



Me rope Nelson: ‘Our 
clients are not 
interested in exteriors” 

Photograph: Rui Xawer 


could do worse than access a central data- 
base which holds thousands of property de- 
tails. Director Hilary Wade says Winkwonh 
is London's largest agent: “We have offices 
from SLreatham to Knightsbridge and can 
send a tailor-made list matching your fi- 
nancial specification and location.” 

Price range is not everything. Strutt & 
Parker, Knight Frank, and Aylesford may 
dominate established, wealthy areas such 
as Chelsea and Belgravia in London. But 
the uber-chic are turning elsewhere in pur- 
suit of “space" in the emerging residential 
areas on the City's edges. 

Manha ttan Lofts is a prime mover in the 
push to change industrial space into home. 


Pioneers of the now-deeply trendy Clerken- 
well.over half of its apartments in NTs The 
Factory la reference to Mr Warhol) have 
sold and many to “bankers and lawyers ". 

Surely Andy didn't approve of day 
jobs? Ice Wharf, a eanalside development 
is being marketed by Pilcher Hershman and 
its site. “Gateway to Europe " - King s Crews 
to you and 1 - is ripe lur development as 
aspirutional properties replace the area's 
more notorious industry. 

A friend viewed a eanalside apartment 
but found “it smelled like the Ganges and 
that was in December '. Development is not 
the only thing which should be ripe bv next 
summer. 


Shell -seekers can choose from an abun- 
dance of agents jostling for position in their 
quest to sell the next important space. A 
company’s name often divulges its market 
which is why you will not find terrace hous- 
es on offer at OerkenweH's Urban Spaces. 

■■We don't have washing lines fell of de- 
tails.” says Merope Nelson, anegoliator. 
“Our market is non-traditional so we're re- 
defining how we sell. Our clients want to 
know about light and square footage, 
they’re not interested in exteriors and of- 
ten don't mind where they live as long as 
the space is right." 

Urban Spaces' windows have concepts 
rather than property details. Space is de- 


fined as “living, work, raw or shell" for the 
benefit of creative clients, designers and 
photographers, who want large living and 
working areas which they can style them- 
selves. Lettings form a considerable slice 
of its market and because spaces can be 
idiosyncratic Merope looks for clients 
“who appreciate designer German door- 
knobs". 

Who will find that cosy retirement 
bungalow by the sea when you can no longer 
manage the urban loft's stairs? Fort Knox 
of Frinton. which could be named after its 
clients' love of security, operates through 
word of mouth rather than advertising. “In 
Frinton, if they know you they’ll come to 


you," says Shauna Heal, a negotiator. 

Other local agents rely on recommen- 
dation. “Elderly people don’t like things like 
Internet, they haven't even got computers." 
says Gordon Suckling, whose company has 
been selling retirement homes for more 
than 25 years. Seventy per cent of his clients 
are elderly and are looking for large bun- 
galows. 

Why Frinton? “They've been coming 
here on holiday all their lives,” Mr Suck- 
ling says. “It's their ambitioo to retire here 
for peace and quiet. People don’t want to 
be pestered and you can’t even buy an ice 
cream on the beach - it’s virtually an island." 
He becomes guarded as he remembers a 
previous scandal to hit town: "That hoo- 
ha about [the council] banning the fish and 
chip shop, some newspaper chap had a bee 
in his bonnet about Frinton." 

Renee Everett first used Gordon Suck- 
ling's services 28 years ago and has bought 
and sold through his company ever since. 
She has travelled but prefers Frinton. “It's 
my favourite place. When I’m away I can’t 
get back fast enough." 

When her hushand became seriously ill 
they decided to sell their large house and 
buy a flat there. “Gordon did eveiything 
he could to make life easier for us," she says. 
Mrs Everett, whose husband later died feels 
settled in her flat and relieved to live in a 
community where the local agent plays a 
strong part. Frinton may move at a slow- 
er pace but what it lacks in technological 
advancement it makes up for with personal 
service. 

Hamptons: 0171 8248822: Saiills: 0171 
7300822: Minkworth: 0171 7271117; Strutt 
& Parker: 0171 629 7282; Knight Frank: 0171 
629 81 71; Aylesford : 0171 351 2 383: Man- 
hattan Lofts: 0171 631 1S8S; Pilcher Her- 
shmarv 0171 486 5256; Urban Spaces: 0171 
251 4000; Fort Knox: 01255 674099; Gor- 
don Suckling: 01255 851185. 



THRJEE TO VIEW. 

WITH FAMOUS NEIGHBOURS 


Number 23 Si James's Gar- 
dens. in Holland Park. London 
W1 ]. left, is an impressive Vic- 
torian house with impressive, 
but younger, neighbours who 
include Elton John. Jeremy 
Paxman. Richard Branson and 
Peter Hobday. The lnur- 
siorey. three-bedroom house 
has a double reception room 
with 1 I ft ceiling height and two 
marble fireplaces. The lower 
ground floor dining room has 
double doore leading to an il- 
luminated terrace and private 
garden designed by Penelope 
Hobhouse. of Gardener mag- 
azine. It is for sale through 
John Wilcox A Co for 1 1 .45m 
(0171 602 2352). 

Manton Weir Stables in Man- 
ton. Wiltshire, above right, is 
just down the road from the 
well known flat trainer Peter 
C'happlc-Hyam. who runs a 
string of famous nice horse v 
including many owned by 
Robert Sangster. Manton 


Weir Stables was convened 
into a lour-bedroom house 
seven years ago. The exposed 
timhers and beams were re- 
tained. but there is now a 
dining hall, sitting room, study 
and two bathrooms. Agents 
Eaerlon i> asking for around 
£3tHMKHI((l17l 493 0676). 

Vera Low's Cottage, right, is 
a I"th eenlury thatched col- 
lage with views across part of 
the Althorp Estate in 
Northamptonshire, ancestral 
home of Charles Althorp and 
the resting place of Diana, 
Princess of Wales. The re- 
.sli >red five-bedriKim house on 
the edge of Upper Harlestone 
has an 18ft kitchen with Aga, 
drawing room with ingk-nook 
fireplace, a large study and 
Joublv garage. It is named af- 
ter a former occupant whose 
husband was a gardener on the 
Althrop estate. Agents Uid- 
viells is asking £291 U« J(i (i 1 1 m H 
OH5M5IIJ. 






THE INDEPENDENT 
Saturday n ianuary 


12 


12/PROPERTY 


■ ■ 'y^ffs^FV- 












Thatchers answer the burning question 


'■ r r-j'.' - ■/ 



Thatched cottages may look as 
pretty as a picture with their 
heavy laden eyebrows, roses 
around the door and pheasant 
standing aloof on the apex 
of the roof, but many 
purchasers shy away from 
thatch because of its perceived 
fire risk and insurance cost. Yet, 
as Mary Wilson writes, such factors 
need no longer be an issue. 


Thou eh many insurers will . -5 

Zxts reduce the 
cubing alight and a thatched 
is in a hfgh-risk area, can be Reaper 
sure thaua traditional tiled 

ITxere are a tmmberof special# 


ere. ijonw uuw ^ 

4^ the posalai^‘ * A 


Thatched houses on the market 
include the White House in Ai- 
rewas, Staffordshire, above, 
parts of which are believed to 
be 400 years old. It is priced at 
£120,000 and offered through 
Bill Tandy and Company (01543 
419400). 

The Old Came Rectoiy, in 
Came, Dorset, below, a Grade 
n listed five-bedroom house 
with coach house and 1.66 


acres, has an asking price of 
£340,000. It is offered through 
Jacfcson-Stops & Staff (01305 
262123), which is also selling a 
Grade II* five-bedroom cottage, 
Brockhill, near Wareham in 
Dorset 

In Kingston, Devon, a two- 
bedroom cottage, pan of a row 
of five, is offered at £79,950 
through Marchand Petit (0L54S 
857588). 



Sue Millwani who is selling The Green Cot- 
tage. a four-bednxim thatched property in 
WIthington. Hereford, had it re-thatched 
abour seven years ago. "The old thatch was 
3fi deep and had been patched over many 
times over the last 30 years." she says. "We 
had it taken righL off as we were putting 
on an extension to the house and wanted 
to check the eaves were sound." 

She had the thatch done in Norfolk 
Reed, which cost her around £12,000. 1 f she 
bad chosen straw it would have cost around 
£7,000. There are three basic types of thatch 
- long straw, which lasts around 20-25 yeare. 
winter wheat which has a life of 25-35 years 
aud water reed, with a longevity of up to 
70 years. As there are few thatches in Here- 
ford. Mrs Millward was able to choose 
which one she wanted, but often the plan- 
ners will dictate which type of thatch is per- 
mitted. 

There are around 600 full-time thatch- 
ers in Great Britain, but in some areas find- 
ing one can be tricky. Mrs Millward had 
quite a problem because of the Lack of 
thatch in her area. "We looked in the Yel- 
low ftiges and checked out the work of three 
thatchers. but we were slightly in the dark 
as to how good or not they were - who 
knows what a really good thatch looks like? 
We eventually found one we liked, who lived 
just outside Worcestershire.” 

Apart from the difference in the quotes, 
where they lived also had quite a bearing. 
Thatching a property from scratch can take 
up to 12 weeks and if the thatcher cannot 
travel to the property daily, he will have to 
be put up somwhere. 

Mrs Millward says living in a thatched 
cottage is just like being in a house with a 
tea-cosy on it. "We had birds peeping 
around the corner in the morning," she says. 
"Blue tits, swallows and sparrows would nest 
in the thatch, but sometimes it did sound 
like a herd of elephants above our heads. 
But the thatch kept the house cool in the 






Ok! for new: putting on the roof at the development in Abbots Ripton 


than tne po*uu r. . - - - 

it cheaper and it is worth shoeing 

Country Insurance Services, for 

concerned with the stafe^f-tel 

thatch and how well ithas beenmain™^.^. 

than where the property is. 

Even house-builders are constnic&^-'Y^? 
houses with thatched rooves. Beje 
Homes has built three in Hampstart 
in the unspoilt village of Abbots Ripton; r y: r 
Hungtingdon, County Homes by Ambfi^ v^ T 
den Court has finished one development- >v- 
and is building another where half ; \ 

es are thatched. " 

Thatching takes about three nmro? -.; 
longer to build than a tiled home arid pute ^! ; j 
on an extra £10 per square foot to tfieai^V-.;. 
ing price. The remaining thatched houses; _■ . v 
at Dove House Wood are available for:V> 
£339,500 and £354,500. . . £•; 

Tb protect the thatch, a fire-retardant r/ 
spray can be used on both the outside arid;.. ' / 
inside - costing around £7.95 a square riw- 
tre - and with a new house, or if starttag - ’ 
from scratch, a flameproof foil barrier can ■ 
be put between the rafters. That prevents . 
a fire on the outside getting into .the., 
house, or vice versa if it starts inside aqd; ^ 
costs about 10-15 per cent of the total cost'- 1 
of the thatch. 

Most thatch fires are chimney related • 
and a special extinguisher is now available . 
which can be installed right in the drimney. :- 
The next most usual cause is electrical faults, 
with sparks from a bonfire in the garden 
coming way down the list. 

The Thatchers’ Advisory Service, which 
has 27 thatebere working for it around the. . 
country and which thalched the Globe 
Theatre in London, will give advice, free, 
to anyone on any aspect of thatching and ; 
offers insurance policies. For the Globe, if 
dipped every bundle of Norfolk Reed in 
fire-retardant before it was put on, which;, 
is another, more expensive, way of pro- > 
tecting it. 


i 


W 


summer and warm in the winter. 

When Mrs Millward lived in the house, 
she had it insured by a high street insurer 
who hiked the premiums because of the 
thatch. But when she started letting it, she 


went to a specialist holiday insurer who was 
not concerned with the type of roof, so her 
insurance went down. (Arkwright Owens 
in association with Humberts is selling the 
four-bedroomed cottage for £175.000.) 


County Homes by Ambmsden Court, 01869 
241481; .4rkrighl Owens, 01432 267213; 
Thatchers" Advisory Service, 01256880828or 
ask for Freephone Thatch; Country Insurance 
Services, 0345 660063. / 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Services 




Well, now you can find the home of your dreams 
without leaving your favourite armchair 


Just think, no more trekking around the 
Agents, no more wasted weekends viewing, 
no more stress and strain. Our experts 
search and find, we match using our 
database, we view and make a video of 
your selected properties - and much more - 
while you just sit back and relax. 




Find our more - call free on 0800-29S 4312 
Fast, efficient and affordable - Fees from £30 

The Proper!) Box Lid. Demon Hon*. 4044 Wisfclrm St London WCIX 4HL 


TbLet 


REGENT LETTING LTD 
Tel: 0171 916 0313 Fax: 0171 916 1607 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


STUDIO FL\T. N17 . flOOp* 

Large bedroom and Ih mg mm with snufl kitchen urea. Stured bathroom. 
CHOMELEY PARK, HIGH GATE, N« £T70p» 

Lend) one bedroom flat in prone locidon. jfl mod ana. 

CUe to irampon. jvubbte immeJblet). 

ROMAN WAY. N7 EISOp* 

Two bedroom Bat *nh fuBj filled kudus. larpe kwnjc. Close to Caledonian 
Rood lube. 


AJAX AVENUE, NWS IISOpw 

One bedroom fbi m Colindalc. lorpr lounge and roll} fined kitchen. dose w 
fliuon 


No Fee to 
Tenants 
S4B Camden Rd 
London NW1 9EA 


CAMDEN TOWN. NW1 £300p* 

Gorgeous one bedroom fbi (unfurokbedi nub Urge lounge and My 
fined kitchen wnh dtstrouher. washing nurture. eh and phone in 
private H-kL mib uuna and gjm fadhiKs. 

LEIGHTON GROVE. KENTISH TOWN NWJ £30Op* 

Lmurj two bedroom fiat ftmmhed in a high standard wuh large lounge 
and FuD> ill led Lucben with washing machine, dtshwatiier. oeaizaJ beanng 
and entry phone. ph& l*o bathrooms. 

MAYTON ST. N7 £320pw 

Four bedroom bouse, wtth fully fined kitchen, massive ioecg and garden, dose 
io lobe and shopping fjcdiues. 


Services 


SWll 2 Bedroom 

Luxury Fully 
Furnished Flat. 


South tide overlooking the 
Thames, superb views. 24 hour 
portent 10 nnru from lube, 
garage parking for 2 cars, 
muumiun irnul I year. 
Rene tLOODpcm- 
No pets. No agents. 

Tel John 0181 6582703 


BARBICAN £C2 SELECTION Qf 1£ 
and 3 bed apart* Tram £200 pw. 
Denial Wntnuy 0171 253 4414. 
CLERKENWELL EC1 SELECTION 
of 2 bed/2 both spans £350-380 
pw. Also superb Loft £42S pw. 
OwiW WUno, 0171 2S3 4414. 


Country Rentals 


LINCOLN CATHEDRAL CLOSE 
Lga. daL stone houan. waflnu gm- 
dfln. garage. 3/4 bods, guide mm 
£7254)0 pent exci. Contact Ursula 
Logan. JH Walter. (01522) 
52B528. 

ROYAL TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
(IMumtahBd) newly built Bvo bod- 
room (2 En ntam) dotadved Geor- 
gian style property with cloaks, 
mine necepilon room, con&jrva- 
rory. double garage, fully fitted 
Utchen. Gardener Included • 
El575pcm. Contact 01B92 
528888 


SOUTH SOMERSET Spadous 
tamtfKKise ennexa: 1 badraom, 
newly converted. 5 mm A303. 
Kingsbury Etfseopi £350 pm. 
01460 241 949. 


Auctions 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 


The Moat House Hotel West Bromwich - 
28th January 1998 

Mainly By Order of the Mortgagees • 32 Lots 


Nottinghamshire, Staffordshire, Derbyshire, 
Gloucestershire, West Midlands, Torfaen, 
Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, 
Newport and Bridgend. 


Cans to this number cost 39 p/rrwi cheap rate, 49 p/min at all 
other times. For a lax list (this may Involve a long call) please 
call the number below lor further information 

FOR CATALOGUE ENQUIRIES PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 0839 772201 


Genera! Accident 
— Properly Services 


Olfkvs: I I Office 1 - I r» ' J S (fr'"c v >«uil!. Siiiilllvcn l’Os .’1*1) 


East Anglia 


Unusual Properties 


FREE - Abbobs 40 page lull colour 
HonMflndar Brochure- iDO's of 
ptoperuas T/oul Noifoft A Suf- 
folk. £25,000 to £500.000. Tel. 
01284 769526 


UNUSUAL OVERSIZED PROPER- 
TIES available. Lng Isa. F/H. 
Atrtun Estates 0171 589 9189. 


COUNTRY HOUSES & Cottages W 
Suffolk & Essex. Peter Andrews 
01449 740080 


Devon & Cornwall 


Ireland 


DEVON/CORNWALL Holiday 
lodges. Indoor pool. Ful manage- 
ment Spring tale tram £29.050 
Qub Domame 01822 832 S83. 


TIPPERARY 2 storey 3 bed house. 
1 12 acre sfte+2 acres avail. 

£70,000 Hat 00353 524 1671 


Sell your home for ss littl© the independent 
as £50 per advertisement in depb^dent 


S y "n : ir ; 


Advertise your property through the Independent and Independent on Sunday's | CRANBROOK 
highly successful Property Gallery, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the Saturday Your Money or the Sunday Business 
sections. Your property will appear in the format shown here, with 40 words of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more advertisements you book the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 


Fill in this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to:The Property Team, 
Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 SDL 

Deadline for receipt of copy/photo is « (east 6 wwWnj days prior to (jubfitation. 

Offer op«n Mprfvate ari vBr tkMr sonfy.corTuragdal ariwrtkingpjfVapi araliahio m 


NAME 


-TELEPHONE (daytime) 


ADDRESS 

' retire O lU 3 HU {tide appropriate box) Advenisementfs) at a total cost of 

Please enclose i cheque for tins amount made payable to 'Newspaper Publishing Pic or fill in yourVsa/Access/Ame Out- details 


CFEDT CARD NO I I I I I I I I I 1 I I I I I EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE- 

For advi ce or more information please call The Property Team* on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 


EXPIRY DATE.. 


Devon 


Devon and Exeter 
Village and Country Property 
A profcMwndl private service 
S*jpa]is*np in irtdividuaL 


period arid chancier nrop- 
erbes including Village 
Cottages and House* Bam 
Conversions, and Farm- 
house?. Thatched and listed 
Country houses. 

54 New North Road, Exrtrc Devon 
Tel: 01392499699 


KENT 



Rare urban cncLiyc - 
ASHFORD (Paris 2 hours 
by Euro&arL Stone, sljie. 
Two bedroom. Compact 
kitchen und bath - all 
coniempor.iry. Neat IRtli 
centur>' firegmies and 
full central healing. 
Small parking space. 

Phone 01233 632261 
£62.000 or $95,000 US. 


. Colour Property 

appears every Sunday. 

50% of Independent 
on Saturday readers 
are currently buying 
their own home. 

To advertise call 


The Property 
Team on 
0171 293 2302 
or 0171 293 2343 


Sotucr. NRS iJan "97. June VT) 



London Property 


CLAPHAM COMMON 
LONDON SW4 



Commov. Lage riwhg roan and 


bedroom, separata Mdwi, high 
oeangs and many Aaracmmil 
features rdudng ongtnaJ shuOws. 
riwnaculate candtton. Gas oarsral 
haung. atom, elx/mric seonfly 
gates and o# -street paildng [on 
nsgoUalion wflh froehoJder). Clow 
to tube. BR, iwees and all 
amen ales ISO year lease. 

£120,000 

TeiepboneOIBI 6739824 


STANLEY JEROME GRAY : N20 
Whetstone. Olfft 388 8307. 

DEATH superb Georgian comer 
house In a Islington Square. 4 
DMe bads. 2 balhs. Garden. 
Garage. For quick sale. Tfcfc 01 588 
840327 

wi. A ntunnbig 2 bed. 2 b«lh Dal on 
die let floor at a anal block atm- 
atad moments from Bond Street 
station. Newly refurbished to a 
high standard. UH 76 yra, 
£234,950. Senate IntT 0171 400 
2444 

SW3. A newly refurbished 2 bad. 2 
bath flat on the Rrst floor of this 
prestigious mansion block situ- 
ated a few minutes from Knighta- 
bitdge station. L/h 100 yra. 
£284,960- Senate Ini' 0171 408 
2444. 

SWf.Atoreabad.biot>edfllU3t(u- 
ated In toe heart of Belgravia, wflh 
a lease mnntag to 207a £460,000 
Senate Inf 0171 4082444 



Residential Sales 
Richmond 

0181 940 6789 
Teddington 

0181-943 9777 
Twickenham 
0181-744 0505 
East Twickenham 
0181-892 4488 
Residential Lettings 
Richmond 

0181-940 0066 
Teddington 
0181-943 9955 
Commercial 
Richmond 


0181-940 6789 



Suffolk 



rVnod propertv. fofftwrty 
country riMjinant. in %ilbge 
locaitrm wuh shop., dixiorv. 
KhcoL pul*-. -I Hwfc. Kith. 

nvcprmn pxmt,. Liqs? 
kiiriwik'utilii)'. outbutidvupi 
Lnpe jjsragr. gardens 
Ipn-lch -toidweer.' 
Bun M. bdmun-Jf 1,4 nut-s. 


O.f.RLO. £210,000 
Teli 01449 740748 


Sussex 


OlAUmiRWI) 
m;\\ m \:i 
(?[■;! \cii[.i)[(o(.M:> 
;il Hnu 1 . i.iM Sti"f\ 




01273 478061 


Wiltshire 



GOTHIC 

GATEHOUSE 

SALISBURY 


Close to the river, 
park and Wounneqdows, 
400 yards form the shops, 

2 receptions, 

kitchen/breakfast room 
3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms. 
GasCH 
£ 220,000 


HUMBERTS 
01722 324422 
MYDDELTON 
AND MAJOR 
01722 337575 


Overseas Property 



Be sure to get your FREE copy of the 
UK's largest overseas property dassftads. 
Packed with ussM oontacto tor legal advice, 
removals & finance, plus fterafly thousands of 
properties. No other publications offer you more. ' 

For your EBEE copy call: 0181-542 9088 

or write to 

AMBERSTOCK PUBLISHING LTD 


532 Kingston Road, Raynes Paris, 
London SW20 8DT 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS SPAIN Charming rustic 

monthly, lor your free copy Me- datatetiad vHa. Private pool. 


phone (0181) 847 1B34 or 
htfp:Hwww.lroncli-proparty- 


G REECE; Rotoponnasa, High Quat- 
Jfy himiahetS aparzmont In RaWa 


Panoramic vtom. 48 mUkm psts. 

Tel/Fax 00 345 2486182 
PANADA; Lga house + gdn 
w Arena Nr. Mountains/ Beaches 
£2ftflOO Thi; 01 71 7354355 


Epidatuos, 130 mesrea from aaa. FLORIDA ORLANDO. DEPOSIT 


£33.000. Clara Devetopmarits Intf 
Lid. 01983842597. FOPDAC 
membet 


Just £10.750 to own a ta F/H det 
3 bad 2 bam villa + awn s/pool. 
Freephone 0800 731 5541 . 


France 


FRE NCH P ROPERTY 
KXTF1XB JL^L < JL.Qyr 


30IH JANUARY - 1ST FEBRUARY 1998 

HU. 11JP WT Q&DD WL Sffi HLW) SM TO MO Ml SUN. HUD AM TO SCO FM 
THE EXHffimON CENTRE, NOVOTEL, 1 SHOBTLANDS, 
HAJM MERSM 1TH. LONDON W6 

hy FI0ENCH PUDTEKTY NEWS 2» lubno flaad. Lredn tWV) OJL 

T U rttoe r OiS) W 4 5 M 1 WdloBrwefeme * — r » - • ■■ fir m f i n ni inl T nmn i ■■ 

BgmiNSBKiCBST A BEST E&HmrnOWSEOR HOMES Pi PRANCE 


NORTH a WEST France mops. 
Choose from 3,000. Free broeh. 
TWOT81 8811750 /fax 1780. 
FRENCH ALPS Ski Dais & chalins 
all areas. Can Rutherfords 0171 
388 6240. 


Greece 


□REECE Pataponneae. SNawtm- 
dJttonal style villas in Man) VB- 
lag4 ctose to sea: From £49000. 
Clare Dewa topm an te tm Ltd. 
01993 842 SB7. FOPDAC (nambv 



TAYLOR WOODROW 
G I B H A L T A R 

Luxury Apartments 
in a Private Marina 

Prices from £220,000 
Enjoy foe Tax Advantages 
in a Mediterranean Cfirnate 


Tbj 0161 477 3505 
Fuc 00 350 75529 


urn 


COSTA DEL SOL Cfwoaa from 
upmarket properdaa In MartMla. 
Puerto Banin, Ea te pona etc Inc 
reagniScani new & mate beaefe 
' front, golf fi managed properties. 
Overseas offices A escorted 
dewtogs. Prime Property Interna- 
Monel 01028 778841 FOPDAC 
Mambet 


JAVEA/MORAIRA Superb range 
properiss. Saok-ttm. Legal A ax 
MB. WP1 01424 830620. 


TENSUPE: PUERTO DE LA CRUZ. 
RETIREMENT PARADISE. AH 
types of property avalabte. Super 
cflmaie. Brteah agent with 20 

yean etqteriencs. Thtottiy wise. 
Box 870, Puerto da la Cruz, 
■fanartte. Tel 00 34 Z2 371 4S2. Fax 


If you have a complaint 
about an item in this 

newspaper which 
concerns inaccuracy, 
intrusion, harassment 
or discrimination, write 
to the editor about it. 


If you're still dissatisfied 
you can write to the 
Press Complaints 
Commission, 
an independent 
organisation established 
to uphold an editorial 
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